
H ENRY A PPS of llex ton  com­
pleted the fixing of the wires ou 
the law n of llasleigh court. He 
looked up a t the dim light in the d ress­

ing room and chuckled softly as he beut 
the  last yard  of wire.

“ A trip in time,” said Mr. Apps,
“saves nine.”

H e threw  the rope ladder gently in 
the air, and a t the first effort caught 
the projecting nail.

“  “Once on board the lugger,’ * quot­
ed Mr. Apt's, facetiously, as he m ounted 
the  rope ladder, “ ‘and the gurl is 
mine." "

H e opened the window very gently 
and soon stood inside the dressing rw ni. 
N ear the table iu the corner of the toom 
was an  iron safe.

’’Well. I’m jiggered!” exclaim ed Mr. 
Appa. He loosened the flaps of his fu r 
cap and wiped his brow with the back 
of his hand. “ Well, I’m jiggered! If 
they ’a re n ’t been and le ft the key in it 
for me.”

“I might ’ave slved myself a lot of 
trouble if I'd a-knowed.”

Mr. Apps sw ung open the heavy door 
of the sa fe  and listened to the music 
dow nstairs. Young Lady S tap lehurst 
w as giving (as Mr. Apps very well 
knew) a dance, a fancy dress dance, 
on her re tu rn  from the continent, a fte r 
her term  of widowhood.

“I ’ll ju st see. first of all.” he said, “ tha t 
the coast is clear, and then—then for a 
bagful.”

H enry Apps stepped out Into the 
broad passage. He slouched w ith his 
jim m y sticking out of his capacious side 
pocket a few steps tow ard the stairs. 
Suddenly a girlish figure turned the cor­
ner.

“Bless my ’art!” cried Mr. Apps.
“W hy, how do you do?” said the 

young lady, stepping forw ard.
She gave a soft laugh th a t was very 

pleasant. “Do you know th a t I recog­
nized you a t once in spite of the cos­
tume?”

She held the hand of Mr. Apps for a 
moment, causing th a t gentlem an to 
gasp for breath, and called one of the 
maids.

“Ju s t bring me a pencil and a card." 
she said. “I m ust a rrange  for a ca r­
riage to take C aptain  Norm an back to 
his hotel in the morning. I w asn 't sure 
th a t he would come.”

“ I can w alk.” rem arked Mr. Apps. 
w ith restored self-poasesstaa.

“1 won’t hear of IL When shall we 
say, nowT

“Say in an  hour's tim e.” said Mr. 
Apps. “ 1 can go ui»stairs again alone, 
change my togs and do all I w ant to.” 

“ And can’t yon stay longer?”
She gave the card to the maid and o r­

dered it to be dispatched a t once.
“ I’ve got a busy night before me,” 

urged Mr. Apps. excusingly.
H e thought of his dog w aiting on the 

law n, and feared it m ight give an  in­
opportune bark. Besides, the safe was 
still open and the diam onds were w ait­
ing for him. H e had noticed with sa t­
isfaction th a t Lady S tap lehurst was 
w earing none.

“You were alw ays an  active man. cap 
ta in .”

“A lw ays a-doing som ething.” agreed 
Mis Apps. “ If it isn’t one thing it’s an ­
o ther.”

H e shook his head reflectively. “ 1 
o ften  w onder I don’t  w rite a book about 
It alL”

“I don’t  believe yon will know any ­
body here. C aptain N orm an,” ahe said, 
as they walked dow nstairs, "bu t 1 
couldn 't help sending yon a card, seeing 
how friendly we were on the Peehaw ur. 
Do yon rem em ber those evenings on 
deck in the Red Sea?”

She was really a very tine young wom­
an. and in her costum e she looked ex­
trem ely well.

“Do I not?” said Mr. Apps. w ith much 
fervor. “Shall 1 ever forget ’em?”

“And then the journey from  Brindisi, 
yon know ; and the funny little German 
—-you rem em ber him?"

“He was a knockout, th a t G erm an 
w as.”

“And the girl who played the banjo, 
and-----”

“I t  w as g reat,” agreed Mr. Apps. 
“great.”

The large ballroom w as very full. A 
■mall covey of brightly  dressed young 
people flew tow ard the young hostess 
to  com plain of her tem porary absence 
from  the  room, and a broad-shouldered 
gondolier shook hands with her and 
took up her card w ith som ething of an 
a ir  of proprietorship.

“ I thought I had left the key in the— 
excuse me.” The young hostess took 
back her card from the gondolier. “ 1 
am engaged to C aptain Norman. Yon 
don 't know him? Allow me.”

“ Pleased to meet you,” said H enry 
Apps. “ ’Ow’s the world using yon?”

“T h a t's  an  original costum e of yours. 
C aptain N orm an,” rem arked the gondo­
lier. “ I don’t know th a t I’ve ever seen 
anyth ing  so daringly real before.”

“ Well, wot of It?” dem anded Mr. 
Apps with sudden aggressiveness. 
“W ot's the odds to yon wot 1 like to
w ear? You needn 't think you are-----”

“C aptain  N orm an.” in terrupted  the 
yonng hostess laughingly, “you m ustn 't 
overdo the part. Look here. I’ve put 
your nam e down for this waltz, but if 
you like we’ll sit it out—th a t is. if you 
prom ise to keep up th a t d iverting east 
end talk. 1 like it. Do you think we 
can m anage to do so?”

“ Ra-ther,” said Mr. Apps.
“And It Is a capital make-up. Captain 

N orm an,” she went on. “I>o you know 
th a t a t first, ju st for one moment. I 
thought you were a real burglar?”

“ Fancy that, now,” said Mr. Apps. He 
w as relieved a t seeiug an obvious way 
out of his difficulty. “T here 's nothing 
like doing the thing in proper, stritefor- 
w ard w’y."

“And.” said Lady S taplehurst, with 
her fan on her arm as she walked 
across the room, “you have got the east 
end accent capitally .”

“ 'T ain 't so dusty, is tt?”
She beckoned to the gondolier.
“Captain Norm an ami 1 a re  great 

friends,” she said, in an explanatory 
way. "H e has not been long borne 
from abroad, and he knows scarcely 
anyone.”

“Not a blessed 9oul.” echoed Mr. Apps.
“You must let me show you arouqd a 

bit. Captain Norm an.” said the gondo­
lier, w ith determ ined gentility. “Can 
you come around to my club one night 
th is  week?”

“WhalTor?” dem anded Mr. Apps sus­
piciously.

“Why, to dine. Say, T hursday.”
* 'Evens knows where I shall be on

T huraday.” said Mr. Appa. "1 don't."
“ You m ust consider me a t your d is­

posal if you require any introductions. 
I kuow a lot of good people, am i to any 
friend of Lady S tap lehu rst-----”

“Oh, come otf the  roof.” said Mr. 
Apps, w ith much discontent. “ W a t 's  
the  use of forking.”

“ Isn ’t it cap ita l?” asked I.ady Staple- 
b u rs t of the gondolier delightfully. 
“ How much more In teresting  It would 
be if everyone would only talk  to me 
in their character.”

Lady S tap lehurst arose with som e­
th ing  of haste in her m anner aud spoke 
to H enry V III.

“ W hat regim ent do you belong to. 
C aptain N orm an?” asked the gondolier.

“F ind out." said Mr. Apps.
“Am I too curious? 1 know very lit­

tle of the arm y. I am afra id .” The 
gondolier was resolved to be agreeable 
to Lady S tap lehurst’s  friend. "I alw ays 
dodge the arm y nights in the bouse. I 
suppose you know several of the ser­
vice m em bers?”

“ 1 know as m any of them  as I w ant 
to  know." said Mr. Apps. evasively. “A 
man in my position iu life as to be a bit 
careful who he mixes up w ith.”

T he hostess returned  from H enrv 
VIII.

“ I can m ake nothing out of this m an." 
w hispered the gondolfrr to her, a s  he 
arose. “ I thiuk he's silly.”

“If  yon knew his qualities you 
wouldn’t speak of him like tha t."  She 
resum ed her seat by the side of H enry 
A p i^

“Well, blow rue!” said Lady S taple­
hurst. screw ing her pretty  m outh in 
her effort to  im itate the cockney’s a c ­
cen t; “blow me if this a in 't a fa ir  take. 
I m ean tike dahu .” she laughed. " I t ’s 
of no use. C aptain Norman, I can 't 
ta lk  as you can.”

“I t 's  a g ift,” said Mr. Apps. “th a t’s 
w hat it is.” «

“You don 't w ant to be Introduced to 
anybody here, I suppose?"

“ Not me.”
“You have heard---- ”
She pointed in the direction of the 

gondolier.
“All I want to.”
“ H e’s really m aking a big nam e in the 

house, you know. I w atch his career 
with great in terest.”

“T hinks a jolly lot of hisself.”
“Oh. I th ink a lot of him. too." re­

m arked Lady S tap lehurst pleasantly. 
“ And is th a t a jim m y stick ing  out of 
your jacket pocket? This is iudee-J 
realism . You don't kuow how it works. 
I suppose?”

“ Well, I’ve got a kind of h ides." said 
Mr. Apps. “Lookee ’ere. You put this 
in and-----”

Mr. Apps found him self getting quite 
excited in the explanation th a t he gave. 
It was a new sensation to meet one who 
showed an  intelligent Interest in his 
profession, and he could not help feel­
ing flattered. Looking up, be saw  the 
gondolier gazing a t him.

“ ’E don 't look 'appy, th a t chap." said 
Mr. Appa.

“ Will yon excuse me for one mo­
m ent?”

“W ot are you up to. mi«s?" he said 
apprehensively.

“ I want to speak to him."
“Oh" (w ith relief». ”1 don’t mind 

tha t."
W hile Lady S taplehurst w as m aking 

the gondolier resum e his ordinary ex­
pression Mr. Apps thought and th o u g h t 
The couples prom enading a f te r  the 
w altz looked curiously a t him.

“I t’s  the rum m iest show you w as ever 
in, ’E nry ,” said Mr. Apps; “you 're 'av- 
ing 'em on toast, yon are; but you’ll be 
gled to  get upsta irs agen. You want 
them diamonds, th a t’s wot you w ant. 
Tim e m eans money to you. 'E nry .”

I-ady S tap lehurst hurried tow ard the 
doorway. A m urm ur of am usem ent 
w ent through the room as the guests 
saw  a new a rriv a l iu the costum e of a 
police constable, accom panied by a man 
in plain clothes. Mr. Appa, thinking 
over his exploit, gazing altstractedly  at 
his boots, regretting  th e ir  w ant of pol­
ish. did not see them until the plain 
clothes man tapped him on the »Moul­
der.

“ W hat, Apps again?” exclaimed the 
man.

“Yus,” said the burglar, discontented­
ly. “Y’us, It’s  Apps again. Mr. W alker. 
And vurry glad you are  to see him, I’ve 
no daght.”

“A lways a pleasure to meet a gentle­
m an like you.” said Mr. W alker, cheer­
fully, as be conducted him tow ard the 
doorway. “ I 've  w anted to run up 
against you before.”

Much commotion in the ballroom at 
the d iverting little  scene. G eneral 
agreem ent th a t Lady S tap lehurst was 
a perfect genius a t entertain ing.

“But. loveliest girl.” said the gondo­
lier confidently to Lady S taplehurst, 
“ isn’t thia ca rry ing  a joke ra th e r too 
fa r?  T h a t’s a real detective.”

“ I know,’’ said the loveliest girl, trem ­
bling now a little. "T h a t’s a real burg­
lar. too.”

“A real---- ”
“ Yes. yes. D on't m ake a fuss. I don't 

w ant the dance spoiled. T ake ine down 
to supper, like a good fellow.”— London 
Tit-Bits.

M u st B e  a n  A str o lo g e r .
Ignorant people think tha t an  as tron ­

om er is also an astrologer. S ir .John 
Ileracltel once received a le tte r asking 
him to cast the w riter's  horoscope. An­
o ther le tter-w riter requested the distiu- 
guished astronom er to consult the s ta rs  
aud answ er these two questions; “Shall 
1 m arry?” aud “ H ave I seen her?”

M aria Mitchell records in her journal 
th a t on an A tlantic steam er an Irish ­
woman, learning th a t she was an as­
tronom er, asked her w hat she could 
tell. Miss Mitchell answere«! that she 
could tell when the m<s»n would rise, 
when the sun would rise, and when 
there would lie au ecli{«se of the moon 
or of the sun.

“Oh!” exclaimed the disappointed 
woman, iu a tone which plainly said : 
“ Is th a t all?” She expected to have 
her fortune told.

Once in a town not fa r from Boston, 
«luring a very mild winter, a lad, d riv ­
ing a team , called out to Miss Mitchell 
on the street, saying; “ I want to ask 
you a question. Miss Mitchell!” She 
stopped. He asked. “Shall we lose our 
Ice crop th is w inter?”

Cut flowers will keep very fresh if a 
sm all pinch of common sa ltpe ter is put 
in the w ater iu which they stand . The 
ends of the stem should be cut off a 
little every day to keep open the ab­
sorbing pore».

THE LOST POCKETBOOK.

H o w  n W u s lu n u to n  H n s in rs a  M a n  
H a tl a L i t t l e  R e c r e a t io n .

“ F ound  A pocketbook. co n ta in in g  a 
stun o f mom y. O w n er can  have  sam e 
by app ly ing  a: Room 43. B lank Build 
Ing. am i id en tify in g ."

T hat was the advertisem ent which 
Mr. Hilton recently inserted In “The 
S tar."  lie  had found a d irk  green 
purse on the sidew alk while on his 
way to the «»dice. ami. a f te r  advertising  
It. w ent on his regular business. Tin* 
next m orning a group of men ami boys 
stood about tin« door to his office, ami 
lie w as regarded eagerly by the watch 
ers w hen lie passed in. The office boy 
im m ediately announced th a t a man 
w anted io "see about that pocketbook.” 
The man. who was long on w hiskers 
and short on cuffs, was ushered Into 
the office, and Mr. Bilton asked:

“ Well, «lid you lose a pocketbook?”
“ Yes. sir: ami it had some money in 

It." W hen it cam e to a question of 
color the visitor hesitated  and finally 
said  “black.”

“ How much money did it coUtaln?”
“ Well. er. I can’t say exactly ," re- 

pile«! the visitor.
“ W as there more or less than $10?"
“ Yes that is, there was more.” »aid 

the man. b reath ing  deeply, as if tie had 
cast the «lie.

“ It Is not yours," said Mr. Biltou. 
“Good m orning."

The man with the whisker» walked 
out and joined the group. A s h a b b y  
young man. w earing a  golf cap. next 
essayed to prove ow nership. He said 
the pocketbook was not black, but a 
“so rter reddish yeller. that some peo­
ple m ight call brow n.” In fact, it 
m ight t»e called by any of those uames.

In answ ering an inquiry as to the 
am ount contained in the purse, the 
young man said: “ 1 can’t place it ex 
actly. but 1 know there was betw een 
five and ten dollars in it."

“ I t’s not yours. Good m orning." said 
the business man. affably.

The young man with the golf cap 
w alked down the street with those who 
w aited outside. “There a in 't as much 
as fiv e .” he told them, “and  It a in ’t red 
nor yeller nor brown. You guessed 
black, d idn 't you. W hiskers?"

’’ ’T ain t black.” replied W hisker*.
The next person to appear to Mr. Bil­

tou was a young man with a pink shirt, 
blue striped cuffs and a green tie. He 
wore datiiag«*»! yellow shoes and smok­
ed a cigarette.

*'Go»xl m ornin.” he said. “ I lost a 
pocketbook, y ’know. and I guess the 
oue you put in the pai»er Is IL It w as 
green, aud had some change In it! 
There w asn 't as much as $o. though.”

“ W as tlie am ount nearer five than 
one?’’ asked Mr. Bilton. quietly.

“ Yes, sir.”
"Then this is not your purse, although 

it is green."
“Well. I guess I made a m istake." 

said the  s|M»rty man. “ I guess It was 
a little  less than two-fifty."

“ No. sir: it’s not yours." said the busi­
ness m an. “Good m orn ing .”

Mr. Bilton had three o ther visitors 
w ithin a half hour, who s ta ted  that 
they had lost a dark  green pocketbook, 
containing a sum variously estim ated 
at $2. $1. and ."*> cents. The last visit­
or. in m aking his re|»ort to his com pan­
ions, sa id : “Say. it Just m akes me sick. 
T hat guy ain’t beeu doing a thing to 
beat tlie band. Say! How much do 
you guess was in th a t pocketbook? 
Oue cent! Yes, sir. One cent! and the 
pocketbook a in ’t worth that much. Ik* 
bloke ju s t put in the a«l to get a laugh 
on somebody. If it hadn 't been for 
that, he said, it w ouldn’t been worth 
while to put it in the paper a t a ll."— 
W ashington Star.

"  b a t  F r a n k l in  A c c o m p lis h e d .
Lord Jeffrey w rote of the American 

inventor and philosopher, “He never 
lost sight of common sense.” Philip  G. 
H ubert, Jr.. In a sketch of F rank lin  In 
his recent book. “ Inventors,” says: 
“Nothing in na tu re  failed to in terest 
him. ' and a catalogue of his achieve­
ments. show ing his activ ity  and re­
source. is conclusive proof of the tru th  
of both sta tem ents:

F rankliu  Inspired and established th “ 
Junto , the p leasantest an<l most useful 
A m erican t^lub of which we have 
knowledge.

He founded the Philadelphia library, 
parent of a thousand libraries, which 
mark«*d the l»egiunlng of an intellectual 
movement of endless good to the whole 
country.

He first turned to great account the 
engine of advertising, indispensable in 
all modern business.

He published “Poor R ichard.” a rec­
ord of homely wisdom. In such shape 
th a t hundreds of thousands of readers 
were made ls-iter and stronger by it.

He created  the post office system  of 
America, aud was tlie first champion 
of a reform ed sj»elling.

He invented tlie F ranklin  stove, 
which economized fuel, and be sugg«*st- 
ed valuable im provem ents In ventila­
tion and the building of chimneys.

He robl»ed thunder of its terrors, and 
lightning of some of its pow er to de­
stroy.

He founded the American Philosophi­
cal Society, the first organization in 
America of tlie friends of science.

He suggested the use of m ineral 
m anures, introduced the l»asket willow, 
promoted the early cultu re of silk, and 
|M»inted out the advan tages of white 
clothing in sum m er.

He m easured the tem perature of the 
Gulf Stream , and discovered tha t 
no rtheast storm s may begin in the 
southw est.

He point«*«! out the advantage of 
buildiug ships in w ater-tight com part­
ments. taking the h int from the Chi­
nese, and first urged the use of oil as a 
m eans of quieting «langerous seas.

B««sides th ine great achievem ents, 
accom plished largely as recreation 
from his life-work as economist and 
sta tesm an. Benjam in F ranklin  helped 
the whole race of inventors by a re­
m ark that Jias been of incalculable 
value am i com fort to theorists ami 
dream ers the world over. When some 
one spoke contem ptuously of Mont­
golfier's balloon ex|ieriiiients, and ask ­
ed of w hat use they were, the g~.*at 
Am erican replied iu words now als- 
torie. “Of w hat use Is a new born 
babe?”

C nhappy F ren ch  Q u een s.
Of sixty-seven Queens of F rance only

thirteen  have died w ithout leaving their 
histories a record of misery. Eleven 
were divorce«!, tw o executed, nine died 
young, seven were soon widowed, three 
cruelly treated , three exiled; the pobiou- 
e«l ami broken hearted make up the 
rest.

L on d on 's In san e.
The London County Council has de­

cided to si»eu«l £1,0(10,000 on the provis­
ion of new asylum s for the insane. Tlie 
expenditure is to spread over five years, 
ami a t the close of tha t period It is be­
lieved th a t tlie provision of asylum  ac- 
eotn in f la tio n  will be fully adequate to 
the w ants of the metropolis.

There are three ex-Mayorn of the 
town In the newly elected City Counc!' 
of Bath, Me.

PH O TO G R A PH IN G  A WHALE.

A t>n» p -H lio t nt it M o n s t e r  d m  It 
L e a p r il  O ut o f  tin* M u t e r .

W hether a certain  w hale that b reak­
fasted, dined and stipp«««! «*v««ry day in 
tlie Santa Catalina channel, went out 
one morning with the determ ination <»i 
(icing photograph«*«!. 1 really  enunot 
say ; but the picture was certainly 
taken.

Living in tlie neigh I »or 1km al the whale 
w as pndialdy fam iliar with tin steam er 
th a t plowed dally through Its «lining 
room; ami if it was a t all an observing 
whale, it must have uotieed on tin* 
morning in question an unusual column 
tinn nil tin* <le«k of tlie steam er, and this 
is w hat it saw : The passengers were 
crow ding about the rail, and «»it tlie  up 
|H*r deck stood a man and a little  girl 
the form er holding a square black ls»x 
into w hich he looked earnestly . If the 
w hale had «.»»me a little nearer lids I- 
w hat tie m ight have heard:

"W ill he look pleasant?” asked tin 
littl«« girl of her eoiii|tanh»n.

“1 hojie so," he replied, glancing rap  
hlly from the cam era to tin* whale that 
was then sw im m ing a few hundred feet 
a way.

The passengers hail first ol«.*«'r\«««1 it 
a mile o r more d istan t, when the little 
girl said it w as “dancing ,m its tail." it 
had. really, leaped out of tlie water, 
and for a few seeomls exp«»*««d almost 
Its entire la c k —most astonishing si«ee- 
ta e le -a m l fallen hack into the *«a 
with a thundering crash. s«»«ti it 
cam e to the surfa«*e again, ami slw*«t- 
ing a cloud of va|Mir into the  a ir  that 
slowly floated aw ay, at Intervals d i s ­

appeared ami ream  teared until finally 
it cam e alongside the *t««ainer. sw im ­
m ing along w ithin a short distance. It 
w as then tha t the fo rtunate |x>ssess«»r 
of the cam era secured a good |M»sith»n 
near the rail, ami w aited, as his little 
compatriot! had said, for the w hale to 
“ look pleasaut." Ixxiking pleasant. in 
th is Instance, m eant for the whale to 
show a large portion of its Isxly above 
the w ater. It was now sw im m ing just 
below the surface. Its huge black form, 
six ty  or seventy feet in length. dlstiu«*t- 
ly visible, pro{M«ll«*d by the undulating 
movement of the tail. Smhleuly tt rose, 
show ing Just the portion around tlie 
blow-hole*. and with a loud puff tlie 
hot breath  burst into the air. was cob 
deoaed. ami a little cloud drifted  aw ay.

"D idn 't lie look pleasaut?" asked the 
little girl, earnestly.

“Not qu ite  p leasaut enough." sal«l the 
photographer, as he |M*ored into the tiny 
window of the cam era tha t reflect»««» 
the sea in brilliant tints. “ 1 could 
<*ateh the spout, but 1 want to wait un­
til be throw s his cut ire head out of the 
w ater and looks really pleasaut before 
I touch the button .”

It w as an exr ftlug moment, as never, 
so fa r as known, had a living w hale, iu 
the open ocean, p»>s«-»l before a cam era, 
or a photographer s«*»-u »» huge au a n i­
mal obligingly swim along, allowing its 
picture to be taken.

“ I t 's  a tam e w liale. isn't it?” said the 
little  girl, as the w hale gradually  »'am«* 
nearer.

“ He certainly does not seem  very tim ­
id." replied her con»|anion; and as he 
smoke, puff! cam e the *|*«uting like 
the es»*a|»e of steam , the vapor actually 
d rifting  alsia rd  the steam er luto the 
faces of the passengers.

The whale was now s,» near tha t tin 
Itarnad««* upon Its la c k  couhl lw seeu 
and one man was sure tha t be saw it- 
eye. Suddenly it sank, ami all that 
coaid l«e seen in the little window was 
the «lancing w aves and the white sails 
of m yriads of veleilas that <»»ver«*d the 
surfa«e. scaddlng along before the 
fresh tradew im l. Then, w ithout w arn­
ing. the creatu re as suddenly r»x«e 
again, allowing a large area of Its ttaek. 
sending at tile sam e tim e a cloud of 
m isty v a J sir into the a ir  as its top or 
dorsal fin appeared The photographer 
saw it in the little window, and evi­
dently thinking that tlie whale l-toked 
as p leasant as he in ail p rob ib iltty  
would, touche»] the button, and so fa t 
as is known, took the first photograph 
of a living whale in the open o -ean St. 
Nicholas.

P r o g r e s s  in  J a p a n e s e  I. t -r a tu r e .
There is a deal of literary activity  u 

Ja|»au Just at the present time, whieu, 
however in»li»«atlve jmssibly it may Is 
of something la-tter to come, is now itu 
of itself fa r  from ««oiuiuendablc. Tit» 
overw helm ing predom inance of tin 
mere periodical is what the w riter c« 
pectally com plains of. A native Japan  
♦•se regrets, am ong o ther things, the at 
e»»mjs«ten»«y of vereifylng iu the* Chin 
esc language, which is s|»okcn of a- 
som ething common, the degradation *>’ 
litera tu re  by the com mercial spirit, tin 
excessive prevalence of ti tl«u. the cock 
sureuess of lu i|s irtan t a irs taken at 
them by the class of youthful «-ritic- 
tha t has spruug up. He says of tlie la: 
ter: “ WBh uo adequate knewh-dge ol 
English, men comp»>ae trea tises on th. 
com¡»orative m erits of English |*o»*ts. 
aud raw G erm an studen ts express a 
preference fo r one G eruiau |MH«t ra the r 
than another." Work, nevertheless, of 
a much more su*.*stantial sort than as 
thus iii«li<*ate»l is happily uudei way. 
A history of the recent w ar with China. 
In charge of the Governm ent, is In «-on 
tem ptation, w hich it Is expe<*te<l will re 
quire five years and ott.tsit» yen for It« 
a««conipllshmeiitK Besides, the liii|s*rlal 
university has a com m ittee of sixteen 
scholars iu Its employ. e«dleetlng. classi­
fying and editing the voluminous m a­
terial requisite in the preparation  of an 
exhaustive history of Japan . Dial

A  C o n v ic t ’s K a p erten < » rs .'
W illiam Brown «*s»-a|H*«l from jail in 

Toronto, Out., Monday, and m ade Iris 
way to  Niagara Falls. T hen  lie stole 
a horse and wagon. \\ bile he was 
driving ou the bridge which crosses 
Gill creek his hors«« was struck by a 
trolley ear and was kill‘««l. T l « wagon 
was detnoiish»*»l. Brown »■seap««»l to 
the wood, witii officers in hot pursuit. 
A fter an exciting »«base of tw o hours 
or so lie was cap tured  and lo«tge«l in 
jail.

f l in g .  K in g . W h o 's  G o t th e  K in g ?
At a recent fa ir In Bath there was 

sold a cake with a gold ring In it, aud 
as nothing has l»een heard since re- 1 
garding the ring It is safe to assum« 
th a t some one a te  It. It was set with 
th ree pearls and whoever failtsl to n«» 
tiee it lost a very handsom e little sou- ‘ 
venlr of the fair. F ive *vell-kn«»wn 
young men in the town Isnight the 
cake, aud they are  all wenring a w«»r- ' 
rled look.

A B u r n in g  C o a l M in e.
About 200 miles from Sy«lney. X. R. 

W., Is a place called Wlnt,«*u. and in 
one of the m ountains then* lb said to 
be a coal mine which has been 1».tru ­
ing for over 100 yeats.

P aris differs from London aud other 
large tow ns In th a t its better class re­
side w ithin the city and not in the sub 
orbs.

Most of the nindleval mauuacripti* 
have the im|»ortaut initials iu red ink. 
hence the term rubrics, from rubrlea
red.

Everything young is handsom e; ev
ery ttdng  old is ugly.

N e w  I se  f o r  X -W u y s .
It Is sail| that tin« X-rays have be««n 

successfully applied in F ram e to tin« 
<l«*tection <»f adulteration  of fo,»«l. where 
the ad u lte ran ts  ronsist of some kind 
of m ineral m atter. Tlie fissl to be ex ­
am ined is reduced to pow der and 
spread thinly upon glass. An N ray 
photograph of th«« glass rev»«als the 
pres««nee of th«« m ineral part cles by the 
failure of the rays to |H«n«*trate them  
as they penetrate  tlie o ther constitu­
en ts of til«« |N»wdered fo«id.

F e l t  T h r o u g h  t h e  I  u r t l i .

P rof John Mlln««. who studied earth  
quakes for many y««ars in Japan , where 
they are frequent, now has an “e a rth ­
quake observat.irv" on the Isle of 
M ight. In <h«si«ril»iug his observations 
there «luring the past year, he recently 
rem arked that his Instrum ents en­
abled him to feel heavy earthquakes 
at great distances, even right through 
the earth . For exam ple, on August 31 
las t a «llaturbance of tin« instrum ents 
l«*d trim taeouclm le that a violent ea rth ­
quake had o«*rurred about miles
aw ay. A fterw ard it was learned that 
there ha«l been an earthquake in Japan  
at that time, ami the distance through 
the earth  betw een the Isle of W ight 
ami Japan  is about 8.1MJ0 miles.

T r a in s  W ith o u t  R a ila .
Lx|M*r:m««nts which are  d»«s<Tibc<l as 

satisfactory  have recently lw*««n ma«le 
in the suburbs of Paris with a train . 
«Irawn by a st«»am locomotive, running 
not on rails but «»n an ordinary road.
I he train  used at present consists o f  

«»nly two car*, one of whi«*h contains 
the locomotive machinery, together 
with seats for fourteen passengers, 
while the other has tw enty-four seats. 
The eug:ne is of ld-horse-¡rawer ami 
the average speed 1« about seven mile» 
an hour. The traiu-is able to tu rn  in a 
circle «»nly tw enty-three feet in diam e­
ter. Another train  has !»«*««n construc t­
ed for the conveyance of feright. It is 
hojM-»l by the inventors that trains of 
this kind will be extensively employed 
in au«] near c itie s

1  h e I h o n o K r a p h  f o r  th e  1» a f.
An ap |ta ra tu s  which may enable tfi« 

re»*or«l of a phonograph to he uml«-r- 
'to»»d independently of the sense of 
hearing has t»een ron trived  by Pr»»fes- 
sor M cKendrlck in England. By tb s 
apparatu s tlie revolving phonographic 
cylinder is caused to pro»lu«?e v aria ­
tions o f int«*nsity in a weak current, 
and these variations, when conducted 
through the hamls, which have b»«cu 
moisten«*»! for the ptir,H»*e. are easily 
¡o-rceiv«*»l. Since they c»»rres|*»»n«l with 
the sound variatioas. it is thought, by 
their aid. a i»erson totally deaf could 
appreciate the rhythm  and character 
of a succession of sountls thus trans 
formed into a series of sensations of a 
different kind.

T h e  G o ’«l o f  th e  R ea.
Both g»»ld and silver exist in alK>ut

equal «pialities in the w ater of the 
o»'ean. Various cstimat«*» have been 
m ade of the total am ount of these pre- 
ctous m etals held in solution hi ail the 
seas of the globe. The latest ex|teri- 
inents bearing on this question are 
those of Professor IJversidge of the 
1 niverslty  of Sy«Iney. who Amis in the 
w aters surrounding A ustralia the 
<|uantity of gold |x*r ton of s«*a-water 
vari«*s lH«tween half a grain and one 
graiu. ( 'a iling  the average thre»--<|uar- 
ters of a grain to the too. and putting  
the nunil»er of tons of sea-w ater to the 
cubic mile, in round num bers, a: 4.2»s».- 
«»».«■mi. we see tha t there are  3.130.000,' 
Owl» grains, or about two hundred tons 
of gold in every cubic mile of s««a- 
water. It has been estim ated that 
all the oceans combiu»*»! contain about 
aon.OOOJNN» cable miles of water, so tha t 
If the sam e proportion exists every­
where, the total quantity  of gold held 
in solution by the sea would be 00.- 
«Msi.iHHi.iHHt tous. This would l»c worth, 
at $2»» ¡»er Troy oiitv, $.'H».11»1.«»4«».<hs».- 
ihhi.ihh», or translat«*«! iuto words, more 
than th irty-nine thousand million» of 
million» of dollars!

T arn ln < x D ia m o n d  I n t o  G r a p h it-* .
Elem entary chem istry teaches us 

that, as fa r as the natu re of the sub­
stance com posing them is concerned, 
there is almost no difference betw een a 
brillian t white diamond and the black 
graphite form ing the core of a lead- 
|H«neIL B«»th are simply form s of ca r­
bon, and If we could readily turn  one 
into the other, the diam ond would 
cease to rauk as the kind of getns. Iu 
fact, very urinute diam onds have re­
cently lx«en m ade in this way by Mon­
sieur Molssan, the French chemist. 
G raphite ean be dissolved in molten 
iron, and  when the iron cools the 
g raphite  crystallizes. By p»*rfornring 
tills operation in a particu lar nianuer, 
which has heretofore been described in 
this column. Monleur Moissan gets 
m icrosroplc crystals, not of graphite, 
but of diamond. Curiously enough, 
now that we know how graphite may 
be turned Into diamond, it has also been 
dlscoverod tha t diam ond can l»e 
changed Into graphite. This is effect­
ed by placing a diamond in an ex­
hausted  Crookes tube. In such a tube 
It Is believed tha t invisible molecules 
of m atter a re  continually darting  about. 
an«l these molecules produce a cease­
less bom bardm ent on the surface of the 
diamond. A fter a tim e the effect be­
comes visible in a black stain, or crust, 
covering the diamond. On exam ination 
tills 1» found to be composed of g raph­
ite.

V u lg a r ity .
A loud-voiced American lady was ex­

plaining at a Liuirittn reception why It 
w as tha t she had come to Europe. “ I 
have a house in New York.” she re­
m arked, with au obvious sense of self- 
Im portanee, “In which I have tw enty 
bed-roonj».” " I t m ust l>e a ¡»alace,” re­
m arked the hoHt«*ss. graciously. “Or 
els«* a hotel," a«ld«*»l a more cynical 
com m entator.

“ It Is my own house.” the lady ran 
on, “and It costs a pile of money to 
k«*ep It up! Why. I have ten or twelve 
servants, even when I am uot en ter­
taining!”

There was a pause, «luring which the 
com pany either look«*«l liored or ex- 
«■hanged peculiar ghinees, and then 
aw aited  iu slleu«*e her explanation of 
her Journey a«*r«»ss the Atlantic.

“ I cannot endure having the sam e 
furn itu re .” odded tlie lady, a f te r  a 
critical exam ination of the rings ou her 
fingers, “longer t! »n four years. I h a re  
refurnished my house throe tim es In 
tw elve yeara, and It Is now tim e for

to l«N>k at fu rn itu re  utnl to g«*t some 
uew diam onds. But, «lo you know. I 
cannot find nnytlriug that I w ant to 
buy? E verything s««ems ch««np and see 
oud-liand in the fu rn itu re  line."

By this tim e tin« hosl«*ss w;i» blush 
ing from m ortification at having b««cn 
««aught l»y her frieiuls iu the act o f  ««n- 
te rta iu iug  so vulgar w o m a n . W h e th e r  
tin« visitor wits exaggerating  or not tin* 
r««soure<*s of her establisim ieiit am i tin* 
<*nprii*i«»iisii«*Hs of her last«*, sin* was 
making au iuibs-ent display of her 
w«*altii.

A nother Ainerii*an of th«« same ty p » 1 
uud«*rt«M»k I«» en terta in  an Kuglisit 
«'oiupauy witli a <letail«*«l a««<«ount of hi) 
expcudiluros for «Iross ami wine.

“ I or«l«*r almut th irty  suits <»f elollies 
a y«*ar." lie r>*marke«l. w ith a sm ile o f' 
»••If-approval. “and seven «»r ««ight 
overo«»ats. My will«*» selilotn «««»»I me 
1««»» Ilian throe thousam l «l«»llars a y e a r .1 
Ion they are tin* <«!ioi«««*st b rands whfehj 
I can import. I seldom find anything 
in England which I eonshler tit to! 
• Irink. A* for «-igars. mine <*otne «lir«*««t 
ly from tin« liest H avana fad o ry . I 
have to pay well for them , but I must 
have tin- b««»t.”

T his, too, was highly sea»oii««d ta lk , 
f««r guests who were no« accustom ed  to 
hear any ou«« bragging a lso it tine; 
d«»thes. win«** ami «-igars.

There are vulgar p«*ople in England 
who like to make a show of th e ir  new ­
ly acquir*»! wealth and importain-e. , 
There is nothing «listlm*iiv«*ly Aineri 
«•an in vulgarity, but tlie tra it attra«-t«| 
m«»r«« a tteu tion  in A m ericans IxHiiuse' 
they travel < xteusively in Euroj»«*. and ■ 
some of them  flaunt their diam onds • 
ami their bad manner» in the fa»hi«»u-1 
able hotels <«f th«« g reat capital*. Aroer-j 
irau  reputation  abroad suffers umre 
from <»-««a»ioual displays of this kind ■ 
than  from any o ther r-ause.

C lo a e  Q u a r te r »  w ith  a P a n th e r .
T h e  ¡«anther was coming for us. Our 

position w as m»t altogether an agr»-««a- 
ble one. W e  w e r e  standing  not m««ro 
than five y a rd s outside the bushes. 
N«»tbing of the {«anther w as visible; 
«»nly tin* noise of Lis t«uc«»niing t««l«l us 
he was «barging, ami I knew tha t 1 
should not M«e him until he had burst 
his way out of tin- busli«*s alm ost onto
us.

To rotr««at backw ard there was scarce­
ly time, anti I should ^ a v e  probably 
fallen over a rock or bu»h had I tn»*»l 
to. Then* was nothing for it but to 
wait amt »hoot «»n sight. So we v.ait«« 1. 
My I'lril stood cl«««»«« l«ehind me. an 1 

; though he had merely a sm all woo*l- 
i ««utter* ax iu his band, he never flfm-b- 

«»1 a »!«•{». merely saying, «{uietly: "Ata. 
Sahih, a ta ’’ «Sahib, he is cwmingi. It 
w as then but a wait of a few moment»—
theu out from the «lark gr«»-ti eorioda * 

j leaves burst the {«m’her's rouml. y«-l-’ 
low head, w ith jaw s aga|**. right I»» |

j fore us. Quick as thought my rifle w«*nt 
up to  my shoulder both liarrol* flash -! 
♦»1 out sim ultaneously, staggering me 
with the ro«»«il. for 1 had six «lracbms 
of |«ow«ler in each l»arrol. and I w as « n-

J veloped in smoke. There w as au  In­
stan t «»f tin* <>mf<>rtab!<« siisjm n̂ «-. “«J.«t 
me or uot got me?” the next s«»-»«ml I

; realize tliat lin k is w ith me and  I still 
stam l untouched. The smoke <«1 -ared. 
A snarling growl came from iusiri«* th«, 
bashes the {«anther had re trea t si. My

, sh ikari sprang up a tree and look«*»! 
down. th«*u <aii««d to m«- he could 
som ething yellow. 1 f«*lt n<> dlsinelina

> tion to follow him up that tree aud did 
s*. S itting as trh le  the shaking  branch­
es 1 firod at a sm all {«atcti of yellow J i—t 
discernible l»eu«*ath the bush Sounds

' of the bru te’s body crash ing  am id the 
j bushes fo llow ,d  the shot- then snarls 

growing fa in ter ami fa in ter. At b ngtb ' 
all was still. Scribner's Magazine.

T r a p p in g  T u r k e y s .
One of the methods by which wild 

turkeys are  taken by native hunters, as 
described in “ HunVng and Fishing iu 
F loritia.” by Mr. ( ’. B. Cory. C jra to r  of 
the I*epartm ent of <>mithok*gy In the 
Field Columbian Muwutn. Chicago, 
certainly does little credit lo the Intelli­
gence of the turkeys.

A pla««e Is f««un«l where tu rkeys are 
num erous. Corn is »«attered about, 
aud If tha t is «*at«*n more <x>ru is pla<»*»l 
there the next day. The birds a re  fed 
iu this m anner for a week or two. until 
they l«e»«»,me accustom ed to going then* 
for food. Then sm all logs are  laid, 
forming a square box al»out six or eight 
Inch«*» in height; p»»Ksibly two logs on 
each side, one above the other. Inside 
is placed the corn, and  the tu rkeys en ­
te r  it readily, as the obstruction is not 
suffl««ieut to  excite their fears.

The next uight ano ther log is added, 
raising the 1k»x a little, perhaps a foot 
or so. atui this process go«*s ou until 
the small logs form a cone-shaped box, 
narrow ing a t the t«»p. leaving an o|»eu- 
ing {» rh a i*  a foot or eighteen Inches 
wide, by which they cau en ter at the 
top.

C«»ni is placed in tlie box. an«l a few 
keroels leading to it. as usual, and the 
turkeys, m ounting the last log. drop in 
and eat up the corn. And now they 
are  caught. The opening is so n srn iw  
that, although a turkey ««an easily jum p 
dowu through it with closed wings, it 
cannot jum p  out again  with Its wings 
spread.

S u p r e m e  l aw  o f  (h e  L a n d .
‘T h e  C onstitution of the United 

Stat«*s is the suprem e law. and every 
law of Congress, every Spit«« constitu ­
tion. am i every S ta te  law m ust I««* 
brought to the test of this suprom« law. 
ami is valid or invalid as it stands. >i 
fails to stam l. tha t t«*st," writ»*« ex- 
I’rosid«*nt H arrison in an article  on 
“The Judh-ini D epartm ent of the Gov 
erum ent” In the Iuidi««»' Horn«* Journal. 
"The in terpretation  and enforcem ent 
of tlie N ational constitution ami laws 
couhl m«t. for several obvious reasons, 
lie left to the S tate  e«»urts. U niform ity 
of Interpretation  would lie imixissibL* 
if th«« Suprem e A ppellate Court* of th«* 
Stat«*8 «««»ubl. ««ach fo r Itself a»id linallj 
for tin« (WHiple of the p articu la r S tate, 
«•«»listrue tin* N ational constitutlou ami 
laws. And especially question» affect­
ing the conflicting pow ers of a S tate 
ami of the N ational Gov««rnment could 
not be left to the decision of the S tate  
Court. If the pow ers given to the No 
tional G overnm ent were to be maiu- 
tnlned nnd uniform ly and beneficially 
exorcised it w as essential th a t the 
final determ ination  of the st-oi««* and  
lim its of these pow ers should lie eon- 
ti«l«*«I to N ational Courts. It would not 
have done in 18G1 to subm it the ques­
tion of tlie righ t of a S tate  to se<*e«le 
from tli«* Union to the Suprem e Court 
<»f South C arolina.”

In k  S ta in s .
It is said th a t when ink is spille«l 

u{H»n a carpet or anyth ing  m ade of 
woollen the spot should Imtmsiiately be 
covered with common salt. When this 
has absorbed all the ink it will, care­
fully take It off w ith an old knife or 
siHNUi and apply more aalt. Keep do­
ing tills until the ink is all takeu up.

W hen souud can go but Iu only one 
direction it travels far. Au old well a t 
Cerlsbrook castle. Isle of Wight, Is 1S2 
feet deep. On a still day a pin can be 
heard to strike  the water.

THE ROMANCE OF A PICTURE.

M e i« H (» iiic i ’ m F a v o r i t e  P a in t in g  K t« -  
cu ed  f r o m  a G e rm a n «

M iliiatn  A. f'«»ffiti, In a pap»«r en titled  
“ S ouven irs  of a V eteran  C ollector” in 
Hi«« C en tu ry . «l<*M«*rils*H tlm uui«|ii<? a rt 
tre u su ro s  o f Mr. S am uel F. A very , of 
New York. Mr. Coffin relates the fol- 
i«»wlug st«»ry o f «ine «»f M««i**sionler’k 
m ost fam ous p a in tin g s :

ih e  p icture show s M arshal Sax«*, 
w ith a lM««iy of troops, int«*rrogating a 
(•«*asaut at a «•r<»»>roa«i* in tin* for««st. 
anti tak ing  not««» In ittso Mr. Will 
iarn II. V anderbilt was sitting  to M« is- 
s««iii««r for ids |w«rtrait, ami Mr. Avery 
am i Mr. Lucas were invite«! by the 
u rtist to eom<* to his studio  «luring tlie  
sittings, as Mr. V anderbilt did uot 
s|H*ak F rench. One «lay Mr. Vander­
bilt a»k«*«l. “ What |»i««tiir>* «!«««•» M. 
M eissouier think is th«* liest he ever 
painte«l?” Meissouier, replying through 
Mr. I.m as. spoke <»f two, the celebrat«*d 
“ 1M4 ' ami “L«* Keuseigimineut.” The 
la tte r  {«h ture. he said, w ith a sigh and 
a deeply felt "betas!” was in G erm any, 
in the ham ls of the enem ies of France.

It had h«.«eu |>aiut<««l for the Expotd- 
ti«»n of 1HG7, ami was bo light by M. 
Petit, who ask«*«l fifty thousand franca 
for it. Mr. W alters had offered forty- 
five thousand fram-s, but a G erm an 
banker in Paris. M. Mayer, paid the 
pri««e and got the picture. He w as a 
well-known collector, am i his family 
home was in Dres«l«-n. When tlie w ar 
of lh7«» broke out. M. M ayer left Paris, 
and took tlie p ic ture with him. Mr. 
Avery had seen his gallery every time 
he went to D resden, am i knew the 
picture. The ««on versa tion in the stu  
dio continued, ami Avery ami Lucas 
agr»«««d tha t “ lx- Ilenseignem ent" was. 
Indeed, a w onderful canvas. Petit Lad 
tried  to buy it back, but could not get 
it. It was thought it would lie Impossi­
ble to get M avcr to sell It. but Avery. 
authoriz««d by Mr. V anderbilt, resolved 
to try. He «11«! not w ish to m ake a *rip 
to D resden at the time, so he w rote to 
M ayer that a friend of his w anted the 
picture, but not a s  a m atte r of business. 
It w as not to buy to sell again. The 
banker replied that he had been often 
ini(x>rtun«»l to sell the picture, but had 
invariably refuse«!; yet. now that he 
felt hitnaelf growing old «lie had then 
n«a< h«-»l the a g e  «f M»«. ami that a s  a f te r  
his dea th  his family might not ««are to 
k««vp it. he would take a certain  price 
for It. He a<Med tha t he might ««hauge 
his mind over night, for he found it 
hard  to d«»-.«Ie to sell. Avery lost tw 
tlm»« in telegraphing, ami the next «lay 
rc-e lv .sf the  ««anvas by parcels |»ost; 
the m arvelous pi<-ture was actually  !□ 
bis room in the hotel! A d raft ou Lon- 
«lon was »««nt to Dresden a t once, and 
the <l«-e»| was «lone.

Mr. Vanderbilt and his two fellow- 
ronsp ira to rs m>a set about arranging  
a surprise for Meissouier. The next 
•lay w as to l«e th«« last sitting  for the 
¡Mirtrait. am i when they arrive«! at the 
studio one «»f them  <-arri«sl a parcel, 
which was pla.xsl In a safe corner. The 
sitting  proceeded, and a t last M«*iss»>a- 
ler said the {»»nrait was finished: there 
was not ano ther touch to »<• added. 
“ Now you may »**«• me sign, ’ be an- 
t.oui.««<sl. an«l the a«-t was accom pJsh- 
«<1 w ith a due <»l«servauee on »he par? 
of the «'ornpany of the im portance of 
tl.« moment. The a rtis t then went „ »o 
another room to put the little portra it 
in a fram e l»e had ready for it. “ !>• 
R cnseignem ent" was quickly tak**n 
from the «»<rn««r. set in a fram e «»n ti e 
easel, an»l the throe men st«Msl by to 
sec wliat M elssonler would do “ When 
he sam e in ami suddenly saw the pic­
ture." says Mr. Avery, “ be alumat went 
crazy in his Joy. He got dow a on his 
kn«s«s before it so th a t lie could kxns 
a t it « l««sely. aud cri««d out. ‘Oh. rnou 
l*»u tab leau! o h . mon t»on tableau!* 
and with «lifficulty found words to -x- 
pross his delight. He loved L - j«ic 
tu re  tha t he never exp«*ct<*«1 to s»-t 
again, ami his heart w as full."

11«,a d  t o  k n o w l e d g e .
“E very  oue w ho has the reading usb* 

It—am i everybody road»*—has oue of 
two objects iu view: to ac»{uire infor­
m ation or to e ‘i|««*rieuce a m ental pleas­
ure," writ«** “D roch” in his "L iterary  
Talks in the lutdles* Home JuuniaL  
“ No m atte r bow inferior the book r»*.,d. 
w hen you sat dow u to n«ad you infond- 
ed to learn something new. or To kill 
tim e.' uh ich  Is a colloquial way of ray ­
ing that you want<*d to tu rn  your mind 
into p leasant channels. Th« ro* is a cer­
ta in  type of mind th a t ouly g, t* p itas- 
ure out of reading when a t the same 
tim e tt is getting knowledge. T liat 
kind is tlie cx«vption. aud It roaches 
full satisfa«*tlon ««nly by liecoming what 
we ««all a scholar. For tlie mind *»*k- 
ing kuow bslge by reading the sign­
boards are many in th«**e «lavs. an«J, 
instead of the way being narrow aud 
arduous, there is no o ther highway iu 
life quite so carefully  mark«*«l out as 
th«* road to knowlctlge. In many little 
tow ns au«l crossroads the S tate  has 
m arked the eiitran««e to it with a s Imh.1- 
house w hich is fr»«c to ever» ls*dy. u»d 
from there  up through the high s h«w»l 
aud  the uornial school to the college, 
the S tate  lavishes mouey. aud  ri* h m, n 
and chnroli* s give millions to n u k e  the 
way plain au«i easy. In n«> oth«*r line 
of effort «-an so«much be had for noth­
ing as in tli«« a«*quisition of know !«• I-». 
Even for tin*»«* whose tin«,* is htniteil by 
tlie necc<sitl,«s of broad «*aruing. there 
an* ( ’hautau«|ua circles and riilv«*r»ity 
Extension so»«i«*tie*. The worltl was 
never so kind to the Inquiring mini» «? 
it is to «lay."

T h e  G re a t k h a n  o f  T a r t. ry .
The personal ap|>earau«««' of tin« Groat 

Khun, as ilt*scrih«*«l by Mans*, was ,s 
follows: “ He is of g«t»»«l st.itr.ro neither 
tall nor short, bu‘ of m iddle height. He 
ha* a lHs-oming am ouut ot flesh, and 
is very slia|iely in all his limbs. His 
complexion is white ami nsl. th , ey«*a 
black and flu«*, ' e u«»s«* well form ed 
and w«*ll set on." But the {mttrait of 
Kublai Khan, d raw n by a «.’hi*»« - a r ­
tist. (I«m*s not exa««tly <*ori« q ,.n«l w*tb 
the peu portrait given here by Mur««i. 
We know also, from Marco’s own nar­
rative. tliat the Eni,H*ror was su b le  t to 
gout in Ids la ter life, and  wc :,.-«• led 
to  in fer tha t he w as ra th e r  corpulent, 
as he is reprose ited in the draw ing 
given by the Chinese artis t. St. \i«-h- 
olas.

W o m e n  a s  S ta t io n  k g e n ts .
In Victoria, N. S VV . wottieu have 

now Im*««u sulwttiluted for men at no 
few er than 200 railway starious. The 
rosult lias Iss'ti a saving of t30,<Wk» p« r 
year in sa larh* . Th«* average wage 
{»aid to a station  m istress is £2»» {»er 
y««Mr, w hereas incu u»««il to ro»«elve 
£1SO.

Cr»>M as a S ig n a tu re .
The cross mark, still nse«l occasion­

ally instead of a signature, di«l not orig­
inate In lgnoran««v. It was alw ays ap­
pended to signatures in nn*»lieval tim es 
as an attestation  of g«xnl faith.

Kot for thirty year» has the B rat Rg 
ham tinplate trade been iu so prosper­
ous a state .

There are  more slaves of loafing than 
of whisky.

It is easier to lose u vote than to wl»
oua

T w in  Kv.’l ,
Drink and the narrow -tired wh««el» 

Boil« mean a n,rry “load;"
One is tl««« road to ruin and 

One ruin 1«, the road.

W ork  vh.  Road«.
On an onlinary  dirt road, according 

to the Philadelphia R««<wd. - a horaecau 
d raw  th ree tim es a»« mu< h weight as he 
can carry  on hia back. On a good tna<> 
ndauiiztsl road tin- animal «-an {«nil three 
tim es iff mu« h aa on a dirt road, while 
ou an asphalt pavem ent the pow er of 
tlie horse la multiplied to such a degree 
that he can draw  eleven time* as much 
aa on a «lirt roa«l, or thirty-three times 
as much as he ran  carry  on his back. 
W hat the road traffic of citi«*s owes to 
the s tree t railw ays is illustrat«»] by the 
«-omjiiitation tha t on metal rails a horse 
«•an draw* one and tw o-thirds time* as 
much aa on the b«-st asphalt pavem ent; 
four tim«-s as much aa ou Belgian 
blo<-k*. nine time* as much as on coh- 
bleston«**, tw enty  tim es as much as on 
an ea rth  road, and forty tinn-s as much 
as  on sand.”

P o in t «  fo r  R o a d m a k e r « .
The O ntario  d«*partm«*nt of agricul­

tu re  has issu«sl a bulletin, prepared by 
the O ntario  Go«x) Roads Asaociatloa. 
which contains much good inform a­
tion concerning road building, from 
which we take the following:

W here a road is to be constructed on 
a wet retentive »oil a {»erfect system of 
under d rain ing  m ust be provided. This 
is liest done by cu tting  ditches diagon­
ally a«-ro*>s the roadbed w ith d:sctx>rg<? 
into side ditches. These diagonal 
ditch»*» should have a good fall and g<*xl 
outlet aud should l«e from IS inches to 
tw o feet and about one foot w ¡de a t the 
bott«»m. w ith a slight slope out ward. In 
these should be laid coarse broken 
stoue. broken bricks or o ther m aterial 
suitable to form a drain, filling them  
up to the level of the subgrade.

<»j»«n ditches should be cut on «*a<~h 
Side ««f the roadbed a t a d istance of 
al»«ut 12 feet from the outsides of the 
m etaling. Tliey *h«,uld he dt*ep enough 
to drain  the foundation— a t least 18 
inches below the subgrade.

\ \  here tile is cheap and a good outl«*t 
obtainable tile side d rains are  prefera- 
ble to open d itch es. Shallow gu tte rs 
should be made over the tiles to catch 
the surface w ater and conduct it fo 
cat«-li Itasius place«.! a t convenient d is­
tances apart. The catch basins should 
be m ade of durable m aterials of suffi­
cient size to be fr««ely clean«*»! aud 
should Is* covered with iron grating*. 
T he basins should extern! a t least tw o 
feet l«elow the bottom of the tile to pro- 
vide »¡ace for tlx* deposit, and they 
should be ««iean«*d at ¡e a st  tw ice a year.

1 h«- - r.{»< of groui.«l bet w «*»-u t he met- 
aled road and the open ditch should l»e 
properly grad»-d to  conform with the 
< row n ami grade of the m etaling an«l 
should l«e s«n««b««l and kept in sod. This 
will a lw ays ’*e plea«*.ng to the eye. is. 
cheap ami largely useful in preventing 
the carry ing  of mud ou the metaling. 
Moreover, the uniform ity of the grade 
facilitate* the passing o f team *

lu a s«,.l that is gravelly  and pervious 
to w ater tLe o|«eti ditebe* ou ea»-h side 
of the road, eveu of a (9tS-ro»K w i.le road, 
a re  sufficient for drain  ng the roadbed

If there be any springs u n je r  the 
road, a *ub»lrain leading directly to th.* 
side ditch w ill In- required. Sb,*>u!«3 th • 
road b ee n  a aidehill. a deep, open dit« h 
ou the upper side, to a rre s t the flow 
from the adja«eut land, may be suffi­
cient. the w ater being at in tervals con­
ducted across and under the road b > a n  
«»nlinary stone culvert. Do not m ake 
the m istake of giving insufficient out­
fall to the drains.

A n A w f u l  M in u te .
Chamois huutiug among the preci­

pices of the Alp* Is attended by no la» k 
of ex« iteuieut. The au thor of “Sport ill 
the Alps." while out with a keeper 
nam ed David. wouml«*d a buck, which 
escape«l them, and finally was seeu 
standing on a tiny projection oD th e  
face of a precipice, as if glued to the 
rock.

All chances of getting him were n«iw 
¿one. aud the only thiug that eonhl l»e 
d«>ue was to etui the |»oor beast*» suffer­
ings by a shot. To do this Davhl. a f te r  
taking off his boots, walked, or ra th e r 
s:«lle»l. out a few yards on the l» « » ito  
get a le t te r  view of the auimal. The 
bank u{»on which he stood was not 
w ider than ten or tw elve in« h»«s. au«l 
where he hap{»eued to stand  there grew 
a sm all latchen bush, the main stem  
uot much larger round than a aix ieuce.

He was carry ing my rifle a l^ tg  bv 
the leather s:rap  over hi* left shoulder, 
his right shoulder scrapiug aloug the 
wall. Tbe b a s t  slip on his p a .t  would 
have s« nt him a t least a thousand feet 
to the bottom of the cliff.

W hile thus standing, peering fo rw ard  
to catcb sight of the ctoamoia. he sud­
denly felt tha t aotnethng alm ut the 
rifle had given w ay—a screw h»»l w ork­
ed loose, as a fte rw ard  appeared—au d  
tha t it w as in the act of falling. To 
throw his left hand backw ard ami 
dowu w ard in o rder to save it was ati 
itistim live act. but one tha t nearly cost 
him hi«» life, for by so doing he lost his 
balam c. am i as the sui«x>th r»x'k piv- 
sented no lu»l«l. lie toppl»««] over.

But for tha t slender latclicn stem, 
nothitig iu the world could have saved 
him. As it was. he m ade one convuls­
ive grasp  at it. caught it. ami so tough 
ami tenacious are the branches of the 
“sta lker's frieml," as more than one 
man has had <x casion to call this hardi­
est of Alp'.ue bushes, tha t for some s«v- 
otids the heavy niau was hatiging to it. 
clutchiiig with «ute hand that life-sav­
ing l»»ugh his lu»dy dangling clear of 
the rock over the terrific abyss.

Singular to say, lie never let go of 
tlie rifle, which lie held, probably quite 
unconsciously, in tlie other hand, until 
by draw ing himself up he de|H«sft»*»l it 
on the ledge above his head. Then, 
wilt*» he had thus fre«*«l his hand, he did 
tin* same thing with his ow n body.

For half an hour lie sat on the ledge, 
totally unnerved. Every drop of blood 
s»x*m«««l to have left his blanched face. 
Then silently we returned to the bulge 
neither of us having any desire t» 
tempt Providence fu rth e r tha t day.

Pa G ot B i* R e v en g e .
Kimi Old G eutleuiau (to »mall bov 

crying on the step)—W hat la the mat 
ter. little boy?

Sm all Boy —1 p— pa - pa is pu ttln i 
down a c—c—arjxq.

“ Ami does tliat unpleasant task ol 
your fa th e r’» make y«»u so sorry, then?*'

“ N n - u o  p -  pa im hit his thum b!’
“ All! Sym{>athy for your father'» 

pain. Is that w hat m akes you w eepy
“ N uo; 1 1 I laughed!”

Ruskiu has said of T urner tliat ht 
was “sent as a prophet to reveal to met; 
the m ysteries of the uulvers«,"

st.itr.ro

