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MAVHE W E R E  WRONG

A visitor at the meeting of the 
wheat league in Pendleton last 
weak told a parable: when the 
Japanese inarched into Manila 
during the last big war a group 
of Americans were holding a pai ■ 
ty  in a big Manila hotel. When 
the Invaders broke into the hotel 
the Americans moved to the Sec­
ami floor and continued with 
th e ir  dining and dancing and 
drinking and up to the third and 
fourth, as the Japanese cgme on 
up with their bayonets at the 
rea«y. It went on and on until 
the party moved onto the roof 
above the tenth story whereupon 
the Japanese soldiers threw them 
off into the street or bayonette I 
them.

The Amerkan wheat growers 
have been the party and the for­
ces of economy are thè invading 
soldktrs.

The editor of the Pendleton 
East Oregonian wrote an «• Boriai 
saying, in part, that time was 
running out and more than one 
speaker said that this was the 
time when something had to he 
done. We have said it ourselves.

It looks plumb simple: the 
American peopT will not long 
stand for a subsidy that grows 
and grows an i never gets smaller 
or Improves the condition; we 
have more than a year’s crop In 
surplus piled liete and there and 
wasting; tin* situation gets worse 
by the year, by th • day as storage 
charges grow greater; congress b  
tired of trying to find a solution 
and will eventually abandon the 
whole thing, protect tb? little 
farmer who has had hut little 
help anyway, and let the big 
farmer go bang.

Well, farmers in this wheat 
belt have been used to such 
things. There’s never a year that 
someone doesn’t think hi» crop 
is frozen out; never a June that 
some farmer doesn't prophesy 
that unless it-ruins by tomorrow 
lie’ll never pull Ids eombiiv into 
the field, never a lull but it is too 
dry to seed some pia««'. Things 
are always going to |>ot and the 
farm er in these parts Is an ex- 
perienosl calamity bowler. Maybe 
this is nothing more

This has nothing to do with the 
fact th it the present farm law is 
a hit of legislation no sane person 
or party will claim, that it was 
idiotic and Ignorant to subsidize i 
surplus crop; that paving a bonus 
to redu e production is im|>ossi 
ble because people a n 1 always 
sm arter than government.

That the government Is paying 
wheat funnels som»« billions more 
than their crop is worth arouses 
no great worry in our head. It is 
hut one ofthe crazv things gov­
ernm en t cot s when it gets too 
big, too powerful, too extravagant. 
It is still not so foolish as eotoniz 
lug the moon. That w heat fa rm ­
ers are getting a bonus doe wair 
ry us considerably lieeause it ba . 
reduced. If not killed, that fine 
spirit of independence and iwlf. 
iellati««1 that ma e them success 
fui, that made It possible for them 
to build farms out of bunchgnass 
hills in spite of drouth, weeds, 
poor transportation, make-shift 
machinery and other vlssitudcs 
giand|M remembers. The govern­
m ent may t>e able to give; the 
farmer cannot forever receive and 
retain his spirit.

As long as politicians can he 
seared spitless when the prl e of 
hogs drop, as long as the middle 
west is a p o ll’ical butleground, a- 
long as fann organizations meet 
and i»etltlon, as long as the two 
parties are about equal in streng­
th. then? may t»c no end to it.

Ill fare« the land, to hastening 
ills a prey,

Where wealth accumulates, and 
men ecay.”

This mid-Columbia area h  dis 
gustlnglv conservative with hard 
l.v a sample cf the good old Amer­
ican radical. Its governm ents are 
staid, inert, immovable. Its farm ­
ers are organized, directed, regi­
mented ('hang* is feared and 
drtoded The past twenty flvo 
years ha- lieen a period of social 
an i spiritual decadence, accom­
panied, as is usual. I»y «• «monile 
affluence.

Perhaps. then, we shall not 1 • 
thrown overttoard Into economic 
oblivion by an unloving govern­
ment, but Instead, stabbed by the 
bayonet of self satisfaction.
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I’OUNTY ( UA&TER <i<z
It is xpeet*d*tfi>st a jwjhtion 

will be presented to the .county 
court soon asking that Jt appoint 
a committee to study and writ* a 
[•hat ter for Sherman county  * i ...

Such a charter would, .If ap­
proved by th,e voters, fre^ the 
•aunty from some legislation, that 
hampers it. Since small .counting 
lost so much of their represent«’ 
live power they »el om get mpeh 
recognition in Salem w.itli the 
result tiiat they must abide by 
laws that are diffk ult if not im­
possible of enforcement.

County government in O regon- 
ind in most states -is archaic. It - 
a as (¡«‘vised in manor times ami 
s the oldest of our governments. 
It is in serious nee 1 of reform.

A new law following the pass- 
ige of a constitutional atnend- 
nent makes it jxisslbh* for coun- 
c s  to adopt a charter and In1 
•rea.se their power to govern* 
i hem selves. 'Phis is very deal?- 
d>le. It is no longer necessary 
lor a county to adopt a county 
manager system to establish a 
llfferent government; it can put 
the powor iu a county board—or, 
in fact any place Its voters e- 
eide.

I h ere  ate several organizations 
with helpful information about 
county charters and several states 
permit th it kind of government.
I lie league <>f Oregon counties 
will provide informatjoji and 
there are always some local citi­
zens with knowledge of county 
government and familiar with the 
nee ol the county. It is our 
opinion that it would t>e most 
help fu l in Sherman county.

To The Editor:
Some one has committed, we 

iiojH* inadvertently, a crim e again­
st the t .  S>. Government in Sher­
man County. A portion of a rain- 
gauge has lx*en removed from ts 
stand near a fertilizer plot on 
thP Leland* Medler farm between 
Wasco and Rufus. It was taken 

•sometime between December 3 & 
i>. The portion taken cannot be 
used as a gaingauge and the m ea­
suring slick was not taken. The 
coptper can is used to catch fly­
ing snow which is melted and 
poured into the small measuring 
tube.

The precipitation data is an 
itnjxjrtant part of the experim ent 
which is to determ ine how deeply 
nitrogen is leached into the sandy 
soil. It Is hoped that the person 
or persons reading this and real­
izing what the •‘tin” can was used 
for will replace it at the experi­
ment.

A substitute can has been 
placed there to insure the col-
I ftio n  of all rain and snow, but 
tb? original is needed. This is pro­
perty of the United sta tes  Govern­
ment and is so marked. The ex- 
perunent is being conducted coop­
eratively by the U.S.D.A. and the 
Sherman Branch Experiment S ta­
tion.

1 would appreciate it if you 
would print tiiis item in your 
paper. Thank you,

William E. Hall
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Tk« Coaaulcing E nj.nw r» AMOcUtion of Oregon, • •  a public larvice 
project, baa m  up a Public Diaattar Committao. To help immediately 
la  case of a disaiter, Oregon kaa been divided into seven districts and 
a disaster contact engineer has been appointed in each district. The 
«iiatricts, engineers and their telephone numbers are shown on the above

SAVE THIS MAP IN CASE OF PUBLIC DISASTER
map. In case of a public disaster, like the Roeeburg exploeioa o f laet 
August, a call to the disaster contact engineer in your district w ilt 
bring immediate help to determine what buildings and utilities are safe 
and for how long. Clip out this map for use in case of a fntisre eaav

Rufus Personal:-
The Rufus Grange met Dec. 3 

at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Mil­
lard Ix'igh. All officers excepting 
two were present. Th? master, 
George Eox presided Mrs. Har- 
land McDonald told of the need of 
legislation for farmers. Also that

gency.

,-!A

fishing along the John Day river 
Tuesday, but it was too cold that 
day to do much standing around. 
A stiff east wind blew cold air. 
with a bit of hail or snow made 
from th? light falling rain. Th? 
fog was hanging low, and on the 
high points the wires were white 
ropes. The Rufus grade which 
doesn’t get too much sunshine.

CYpress 6-2468. 21-25«
Custom Slaughtering by appoint- _

m ent only. M eat cu tting , w rap­
ping, sharp  freeze. K enny's 
.Market, G rass Valley, Oregon. . 
Call ED 3-2345 for appointm ent.

6-4672, The Dalles, FOR SALE: Toy T errie r p u p —  
5c tfn  m ake an offer. Carl Ziegler, 

Wasco. 6c

s T Y R |, | \ g  BAIT

A story «•otnlng out of hand!- 
cappe.i Portland new.spaiper (or 
paper») s.iys tb it sonx* genius 
li t- discovered a way to rid a city 
of «tailings, a bird that prefers 
lit«* on ilty  buildings instead of 
life in rural trees where, IL Is 
popularity -uip|>ose.’, birds belong.

It seems that starlings like cold 
filed potatoes and Jhat in itself 
Is lu t th  ‘1 etideiiee tlvat »tailings 
are od<| to the point ol Insanity 
The |x»tatoes are treated with a 
"toxic agent." a term u.sgd, we are 
sure to k«‘ep from saying bluntly 
that the birds are poisoned. There 
an? gentle souls in every city who 
would gla ll\ w ithstand some on«* 
vises misery to keep from harm ­
ing any living creature.

W’e a rc  su re  we eoul 1 easily 
find |H*i sons who think that a 
.old French Q'led potato would 
Ik? lethal Itself without tttt add: 
tlon of a ’toxic agent". Maybe 
starlings are different, until the 
invention of a ban ty little kitchen 
gadget the .making of French 
fr ies  required some time and a 
lot ol |»ei>ev«?renee and a good 
humored cook. That*» not so hard 
Io find bci ause the tat and happy 
«ooks are the only ones who’ll 
cook Eiench frit's anyway

In the olden days when |k»ta 
tot's w ere  a dollar a sack and the 
sack hekl Hk> pounds it was differ­
ent. Itcfoiv they g jt rid of all 
the stallings w ed like to have a 
« munittce ap|»olnted to determine 
why starlings cair 4h« tem pted 
w ith I i ench fries and scorn cold 
’ »He potatoes. Not that the in 

toruuitlon woukl he valuable but 
hk«* everyone els«? in this day an I 
age w ere  goofy altout commit­
tee».

STA TE l i l t .I I U  AY Ytt l l ’ l s

B in  ON t . l t  YSS Y Y I I EY

K E \ I lt(> YH lYII'ROY I l | |A  I

At the n if'etlng of the  s ta te  
highw ay com m ission in Salem 
Tuaeday a con tract for grading 
and pav ing  <1.74 miles of Highway 
’*7 lietwcAn G rass Y’alley and Kent 
was let to V ernle Ja rl  of G rcsh 
am for $I74.Tsm.

ular session after tkiunteou 
luck dinner. There were 17 
bers ami two visitors p r  
Election of state officers wa 
s|k'cial order of business.

Sunday, December 13 at 
p. m. there will be installatl 
officers for Itufus. Harlan« 
and Pomona Granges. MI 
Norman, state secretary, w 
the installing officer. All met 
please fie present.

Hat lan iview Grange C 
mas party will he Erliiav 
at 8 p. m. There will be exel 
of gifts Evervoik* bring i 
tv ex« liungc w ith your neig 
Abo tb?re will be treats fo

Decen>I>er 10 Home Ec elul 
to wrap gifts for niemliet 
Columbia Basin Nursing 1

Mr. and Mrs R. M. Jof 
were visitors at grange last 
(ng. Brother Johnson is our i 
H «fcput, and Mr- jo R n «  
dj^strie’t youth ehalt ‘man.
H Y ItT 1 <BY I EYV «.B Y \«.TT 
'IrelM Figst and Thlr«l ,Y|„r 
each iiionih nt N:00 ,, m

H e ir»  Krnckeet, Maater
• '•-"»« •• Bin. k. rt. Seen i 

• 1 < i odgi x , i f i  y | • A
Meets on the j ,t and 3ro

’ trs.la.Y evenings eaenl 
■ <

cor. iiilly invited to meet w u 
< laren  e Higley, \\  m 
Clyde Gillmor. Secretary

M«.n. | ( i | i ( ,E  i n  | . (,
Mods 1st .m l 3rd ' 

e * 7 ’ days In I.O.O.F, hall. ’ 
stent and visiting bro

are «ordlally invited.
Elovd Haines. N. C
I « .  r K.

Bethlehem « hn|iter No. 7H <|
F .  Meets every second Tl 

day each m onth. Via 
memt»er* Invited Moro.

Imogene Halley, YV. M 
Ikirothy Heater, Secret»

I a.vl«»r I o ih ; i y I » 
YVasco, O regon

G ( ’ « - e.nh Firat and T 
Tuesday«

lYoug Shull, W. M.
~ Carl Tuggle, s  v re ta ry  

1 ••I'bie Itehek.ih la> Ife  No.
»■p k  leets 2nd and 4th eT 
iWRfc «1»v< <>r each month. V 

lng member« ivelrom*
Mary Brackett, N. G. 
Helen Martin, Secretary

our president started on a wot Id was qUj(e slippery Monday and 
tour. The Home Ec club will met pqejjjay, an j  p  ^ad to be traveled 
Dec. 10 at the home of Mrs. Geo. with cautjon
Eox. Mrs. Elva Dehler will be p r e - ------------------1 _
sbnt to dem onstrate gift wrap­
ping. Each member to bring a 
package and wrappings. The 
ladies will serve the football ban­
quet for Sherm an High Dec. 14.
The next m«?eting will lie Dec. 17 
at the Trace fie ld s  home starting 
■w ith a 6:30 p. m. dintier. The club 
will serve chicken and noodles 
and the grange members bring 
the rest of the dinner potluck or 
just salad and dessert.

Mrs. Bert Swlgart reminded all 
to save their sales slips and also 
tlx? Boyds coffee lids. Holland 
Johnson reported that the Rufus 
Grange hall Is looking very much 
lietter now, as the work shapes 
up. The wiring is nearly com­
pleted. and the grange will take 
REA electricity as the REA has 
a line to Millard l«eigh and Fred 
Harrisons homes. Bill Huck read 
a report on what it costs to re­
place buildings. Also the high 
cost of insurance for young d ri­
vers. Election of state officers was 
held. The counting committee was 
Atk*e Wilson, Holland Johnson, 
and Bill Huck. It was reported 
a grange member, Gordon Harper, 
has been ill. Mrs. Bert Swlgart 
said the grange w ill have a gift 
exchange at next meeting with 
the value »?t not to exceed fifty 
cents. The grange women served 
supper and Mrs. I .eight made cof­
fee for the 22 me tybers present.

Mr. and Mrs. Merle Redding 
hail the Rufus Grange card party 
at their modem trailer home on 
Dec. 5. Pinochle at five tables was 
played with high score winners 
Merle Redding and Mrs. Sam 
Brock. The consolation w inners 
wen? Atlee Wilson and Mrs. Geo.
Fox. Mrs. Redding made coffee 
and the group served pot luck re­
freshments after the card game.

The Sherm an C ounty  G range 
officers are  rem inded th a t in sta l­
lation of officers will he held at 
H arlandvlew  G range a t 2 p. m. 
on Sunday December 13. All fel­
low officers are imged to  be p re ­
sent.

Mr. and Mrs Don Clodfelter 
and son YY’endell of Grass Valiev 
were overnight guests Monday 
at the home of the Geo. Fox’s.
I he men tried to get In some

WANT ADS
CONSIGN your livestock to your 

local auction The Dalles Live-

stock Commission, Inc. Live­
stock sales every Wednesday at 
noon. Special community auc­
tions of household, machinery, 
poultry, etc, the 1st Saturday 
of each month starting Dec. 5th. 
Phone CY
Oregon.

STATE WIDE PAINT CO. com 
plete painting and decorating 
service, spray or brush. Phone 
CY 6-3977 or CY 6-5293, 1205 E. 
12th St. Vern Campbell and 
Jack Null. The Dalles, Or. 38tfn 

i’?R Agricultural loans see The
„'alls NFLA and the Mid-Coluin 
‘ la PCA, 4th & Court Streets,

Smith Callaway 
Chapel

.•nt»

FUNERAL,;' 
SERVICE

Leonard R. -Smith
Phone CY 6-3135 

The Halles, Oregon

Coming high water has caused the Blalock Store to

.k  .’.«t

December 12, at 11:00 a .m .  
EVERYTHING SELLS

COMPLETE CAFE EQUIPMENT 4 Refrigerators 
COMPLETE GROCERY EQUIP.

2 Washing Machines 
Dryer

Garbage Dispenser 

Burrough’s Adding Machine 

Business Deck

Wurlitzer Music Box 

Piano & Bench

2 Dining Sets

4 Chest of Drawers
5 Ton Jack

Dayton Meat Slicer 

Steam Table

2 National Cash Registers 
Groceries 

Strong Box Safe

' t

NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR ACCIDENTS 
Frank Wink. Auctioneer 

Dozens and Dozens of Individual Items

HERMITAGE
A FINE KENTUCKY STRAIGHT BOURBON

LEGAL NOTICES
NOTK’R TO ( BEIH TORS

Notice is hereby given that the 
umk*rsigne 1 has l>een appointed 
as adm inistratrix of the estate of 
Ym.mdus D. von Borstel, deceas­

ed. and has qualified as auch ad­
m inistratrix All persons having 
claltna against said estate ar? 
hetctiy notified and required to 
present the same, duly verified, 
to the undersigned, Emily von 
Borstel R. E. p  Kent, Oregon 
within six months from the date 
of the first publication of th is 
notice The «’ate of the first pub- 
test ion of this notice Is Decern- 

**r 11, 1959.
EMILY von BORSTEU 

Administratrix of the estate 
of Amandus D von Borstel, 
deceased.

R KG YUN A VAN Y YCTOR 
The Dalles, Oregon 
A ttorneys for E sta te  B-9c

$2.95 pint $4.50 fifth
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