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Resources of Sherman County 
Are Soil, Water, and Power

The native, original, basic re­
source of Sherman county is land. 
The excellent soil that produced 
the tall grass was produced from 
disintegration of volcanic out­
pourings from the rising Cascades 
with some additions from glacial 
movement. Hundreds of years of 
grass with its moisture-holding 
abilities made a soil rich in hu­
mus, retentive of water. It was 
deep and fertile except where 
eroded by wind and storm.

It was soil that attracted sett­
lers to this county. Nearly all of 
those who stayed were farmers— 
and they liked and appreciated 
the soil they homesteaded.

There are 830 square miles of 
land surface in Sherman county 
and six square miles of water sur­
face. There should be 531,200 
acres in the county but, as federal 
state and local surveys are seldom 
in agreement, the county is nor­
mally credited with 525,000 acres.

Of this amount 404.004 acres are 
called taxable by the county asses­
sor. Some is still owned by the 
federal government, a little by 
the state, a few acres are tax 
exempt.

More than half of Sherman 
county is tillable and tilled, a 
percentage greater than that of 
any other Oregon county. Only 
Umatilla, and in late years, Mor­
row, has more acres under plow 
than Sherman county. There is no 
timl>er, few big canyons to re­
duce the usable a reagc. On a 
topographical may Sherman coun­
ty shows as an almost white space 
Ixitween the more hilly and steep­
er surfaces of Wasco and Gilliam 
counties on either side.

We have cone well with the 
land, have apparently found the 
l>est crop through good times anil 
bad, dry years and wet. In 80 
years of practice and of learning 
our farmers have become experts

in this particular county
Despite the scare stories put out

by the ¡»oil conservation service, 
more particularly in the cays 
when it was guided by opinion in­
stead of information, Sherman 
county soil is still g<x>d soil. Eigh­
ty years of farming mostly under 
the summerfallow system that 
lays the land bare to the elements 
every other year has reduced the 
nitrogen content to a rather low 
mark. Rut it is a purchasable 
comm» ity. I ajss of humus thru 
stubble burning has caused the 
physical properties of the soil to 
change and it is not so friable as 
in the days when the roots of the 
grass were first plowed. It does 
not take water as easily. More 
livestock would help the soil.

Nevertheless, it is good soil 
with all the elements needed to 
produce wheat for generations 
and with normal care will do so. 
Because of the quantity of it,

because it lays w>ell, because it is 
adapted to large scale farming, it 
is and will be a resource of great 
\alue to the county and to the 

state.
Development of electric energy 

by falling water it a fairly mod­
ern invention. It has given Sher­
man county another resource that 
will be important as long as elec­
tricity can be produced cheaper 
by that method than by any 
other. Along the west side of the 
county runs the swift and steady 
Deschutes on which power could 
be produced every few miles and 
perhaps would be if~ engineers 
were not presently obsessed with 
big flows on big rivers. On the 
east side is the Jehn Day, also 
swift, neither very large nor very 
steady, its flow having great 
variation.

Along the north end of the 
county is the Columbia where the 
federal government is building 
John Day dam that may eventual­
ly be developed Into the biggest 
producer of power in the world— 
some 3,000,000 kw.

Despite big John Day the elec­
tric potential of Sherman county 
is not developed. It could some 
day have forty dams along its 
borders.

R U F U S  b y  the Dam
Hello, Sherman County

JOE’S FREEZ
on Highway 30, Rufus, Oregon 

by John Day Dam

IS NOW OPEN

Our Sundae’s & Cones are Great

Our Drinks are ( ’old

Our Knot Beer C an’t Be Beat

Our B urger’s are Broiled Beef

Our Dog’s are Hot — (So’s the Coffee)

While watching the John Day Dam Grow 

STOP at JOE’S

Lots of Parking Space -  Clean Restrooms

THE FRONTIER
CAFE and TAVERN

On Highway 30, Rufus, Oregon 
By John Day Dam

BANQUET ROOMS — FINE FOODS 
FEATURING BROILED STAEKS 

Open 6 a. m. till 1 a. m., 7 Days a Week 
Phene Bob Reed, Chef, Rufus 16 for Reservations

Smorgasbord, Sunday, April 19
2 I ’. M . TO 7 1*. M.

Restaurant Under New Management

JOHN DAY CAFE
Featuring Homemade Pastry 
18 oz. Steaks 
Chicken in Basket to go 
Try our French Dip Sandwich

Visit our Harvet Room

Another resource is water. We 
have done little with irrigation 
except for a few acres along the 
Columbia a,id recently some per­
manent grass pastures on farms 
where water has been found. More 
farm damn woukt make more 
pastures .possible and make more 
Irrigation wells feasible. If the 
bordering streams are fully de­
veloped cheap electricity could 
make Irrigation possible over 
thousands of acres,

Recreations Is a modern type 
resource that does not depend on 
nature but on the desire of hu­
mans for a change from office en­
vironment. There the salmon runs 
up the (’olunibla, steelhead runs 
in the Deschutes and John Day 
and the Deschutes has an environ­
ment suitable to trout and higher 
up that stream Is famous for its 
fishing. The muddler John Day 
is suitable for bass and warmer 
water fish. The big lakes formed 
by the John Day and The Dal­
les dams are already used for 
boating and this will continue to 
increase.

Sherman county has another 
resource: the quality of Its citi­
zens. They are serious, sober, con­
servative, with a large percentage 
of them stemming from pioneer 
stock that knew how to with­
stand hardship.

Twenty years of prosperity may 
have diluted the native resolution 
but certainly has not removed It 
and we feel certain that come 
what may (and something differ­
ent Is almost a «certainty) they 
will i-ontinue to till their fields, 
harvest their crops and go on 
with a way of life that is pro­
ductive of good grain and good 
citizens.

The I  nited Shoe« Engineer* of gmt« on the Oregon side ol 
concept of the finished John Hay the r iv e r near the fish ladder 
dan» now bring built a short shown curving to the top of the 
distance above Rnfn«. Additional dam 163 feet above m m  level 
l»oi\er w ill be made by udxMtiou under new plans.

I

B ird ’s eye view of Rufus before changed, the ra lln tad  w ill mov 
incoming businesses changed that and John hay dam w ill rise t. 
village to a busy site for a con- change the life along the Colum 
struction camp. Highway s w ill be bia.

Oregon In History
April 20, 1863—The passenger 

cars of the Dalles A Celllo railroad 
toft the depot of O.S.N. Co. at The 
Dalles this morning for Celllo, 
there to connect with theBteamer 
Tenino for Wallula, Lewiston and 
all Intermediate points for the 
first time. The road, six miles 
long, was liegun March 17, 1862

and cost approximately $50,000 £ 
mile exclusive of rolling stock, a 
modest investment considering 
saving in time n the transport ol 
goods and passengers around the 
falls.

The Sherman County Journa  
can lie sent each week for t 
year for $3.00

Pecos Valley, Inc.

We Protect Field Crops over a 

wide area, south to Central Amer­

ica, north to Oregon

Farm Financing 
Long A Problem

Financing has always been a 
problem In Sherman county. Fir­
st comers often had a little money 
which was soon spent. In order 
to buy out their neighbors they 
borrowed from the numerous Joaq 
companies paying a good full ten 
percept. There wen? no loans 
available for production of crops. 
Note« were given for small
amounts and 
chants gave 
times.

When banks were started they 
took over the burden of loaning 
and soon expanded it to unreason­
able limits. It was not until the 
1930 depression when local hanks 
went broke that Sherman county 
farmers wen? released from the 
round and round process of bor­
rowing and debt.

Most of them were not conser­
vative in their financial affairs. 
They would borrow for almost 
any reason and sign a note for any 
future date. Perhaps that Is not 
exceptional but It Is the excep­
tional man who gets ahead very 
far by following the practice.

neighbors and mer- 
credit for limited

ALEX BRANDER, AGENT
IN S U R A N C E

Grain, Hail, Fire 

Casualty

Full Coverage

Cras; /alley, Oregon

Aerial Crop Service

100% Coverage guaranteed

Contact:
Wayne Yeager

At Roby’s Motel Bob Schilling
JO 5-3636 ED 3-2342

Sherman County Journal

Of, By and For Sherman Count ¡tins

Giles and Lela French


