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Horses Were of Great Importance to Sherman Countians Until a Generation Ago; 

Horses Did the Work, Took Residents to Picn'.a a id  to Courting; Gas Wins Over Hav
T»«»»»'**

Sherman county was settled by 
men with horse»—anti a few oxen. 
For thirty  years it w as-farm ed 
with horse power. Bven then 
th e re  w as voiisiuot improvement 
in the machinery used.

Much of the sod was turned by 
walking plows and then came 
the Stockton gang-, of which only 
a few examples remain. It was a 
wooden beam -plow with an Iron 
standard on which was bolted a 
reversible share. Soon inventive 
home*t?aoer.s fastene two walk­
ing plows together anti put wheels 
on them and manufa tu ters got 
the itlea and invented the light 
running Casady, the Flying Dutch­
man. gra daily heavier and stron­
ger until the big tractor plows of 
today.

First harrows were of wool, 
first Heading was bv broadcast, 
there were no weeders—no wee is.

• t is not always remembered 
hut transportation was by hor>o 
as well as the farming, If a man 
wanted to go from here to there 
he rode a horse, a wagon or, if 
without either, he w-alked There 
was a lot of w'alking dono.

A large part of the homestead­
ers in Sherman county had to
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I Ids picture H it s  taken at F ight Nig and M ike the pointers, I ’et the 
Mile >Im Itoy French was on his saddle wheeler and George the off 
way in from picking up a load of« wheeler. This is one of the older 
wool in the interior. T im e was in pictures of authentic scenes of 
IS92. G m y Frank was the line early day labors.
leader, .lohnnie the off wheeler. ____  _

cai n money some way other than 
by farming so they hauled wool 
for sheep men of the central 
plateau to Moody’s warehouse at 
'I he Dalles. A trip took several 
weeks all of which was spent 
<• imping out in -jpring weather. 
A freighter ha i to be tough—and 
he generally felt that way.

Thivslling was first done by
i ramping» out the grain on a can-
vas an.; winnowing It in the wind.
Be foi e the main stream of sett-
lers earn a little seed wheat had
been thi • shed by a horsepower
machine Fulton brought over
from Wa -;eo county. Headers were
introduei *d almost as soon as
w 1 icat was grown and steam
i hreslAr s about the same time.
llic.v wa­re not very efficient, not
v’erv big , but they worke 1. Com­
bines we ic introduced in the late
1890s by a few venturesome farm-
ers and event ually they replaced
the stati'unary machines although
it was a 

The hl
twenty year job. 

ig change was the Intro­
duction of power machinery to
replace 
that toil

the thousands of horses 
ed at plow an 1 combine,

Hie hundreds of men who drove

them and made gasoline the fuel 
instead of hay.
F irst Tractors Didn’t W ork

A few steam tractors were tried 
with little success. F irst gas out­
fits were found wheeled and in­
efficient. By 1910 the tracklaying 
engine was invented and a sample 
brought to Sherman county. It 
was big and awkward, and expen­
sive but it didn't have to lie cur­
ried nor fed when not working. 
It would plow day and night. 
In twenty years the horse teams 
were almost gone, the team sters 
relegated to odd jobs or reminis- 
cense; garages stood where lively 
stables had been; the conversation 
was about spark plugs, pistons, 
transm issions instead of hames, 
sore shoulders, runaways.

The advent of the successful 
tractor made a change in all farm 
machinery. It had been made 
light so it would pull easier. W ith 
plenty of power it became heavier, 
stronger. Better tillage was possi­
ble.

Self propelled combines were 
introduced, discarded, re-intro­
duced and are now in general use.

It  was not so long ago— for an at lie.M o h s , driven w ith  lines in-
.. * ........ stead of je rk  line. Mules wereold tim er, that is,— when wheat ■» _

n ev ' • common being of a disposl-
was hauled w ith teams. Here Is

picture of two eight mule teams t»«n unappealing to most farmer».

The men who manned the Jack- 
son forks of the old threshing ma­
chines are no longer young—or 
even mid le aged, so far back is 
that day. Sa k sewing w-ent out 
in the twenties with high prices 
for sacks and a sudden turning to 
bulk grain elevators. Pneumatic 
tires on trucks helped.

After the second world war 
farmers tried chemicals to kill 
w’eeds, liked it and went on to 
another phase, the use of fertilizer 
which grandpa boasted this coun­
try would never need. Wet years 
made its use more profitable than 
would otherwise have been the 
case. In spite of government res­
trictions on acreage the total crop 
went up and up, from an average 
of 17 bushels to twice that to the 
acre, from 2,000,000 bushels for 
sale to 4,500,000 bushels in the 
elevator.

Farm ers have utilized all the 
new machinery adapted to the re­
gion and the industry, have tried 
the chemicals recommended for 
weed killing and crop enhance­
ment, have adopted tillage m eth­
ods from experim ental farms. 
Many of them have an Investment 
in machinery of $50,000 and the 
bigger ones perhaps more. All this 
has made the production of wheat 
on Sherm an county farms a fac­
tory type process as efficient as it 
can be found anywhere in the 
world. Farm ers are mechanics 
and scientists in greater or lesser 
degree so carefully have they 
followed the trend of their occu­
pation.
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