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Sherman County In 100th Year; First 
Resident Came In 1860; Toll Collector

This is a centennial year for
Sherman county as well as for
Oregon. For the state It is celebra­
tion of 100 years of political ac­
ceptance into the union; for the 
county it is celebration of 100 
years of actual settlement. The 
years do not exactly coincide but 
to  overlap.

A hundred years ago no one 
lived in what is now Sherman 
county; there was not a house 
>n it, no person slept here unless 
overtaken by darkness and weari-

• ness along the trails.
Many had slept here. Emigrants 

had spent at least one night in 
the country between the John Day 
and Deschutes rivers for it was 
too far for them to travel in one 
day with the slow transportation 
of ox-wagon days. A few* soldiers 
on the way to subdue the cay- 
uses at Walla Walla had spent 
a night in the county.
Grass Was Wonderfful

The grass grew tall, bunch- 
grass (agripyrum spikadum) rea­
ched to the stirrups of wagon 
train scouts and cavalry recurits. 
Emigrants noted it in their diar­
ies many of which tell of the won­
derful grass that sustained and 
sterngthened the oxen, that even 
in the fall when they traversed 
this land, stood high on the hills 
and waved in the winds. It looked 
like a planted field, as thick as 
sown oats in Iowa, as tall as 
wheat in Illinois, waving as did 
the millet in Germany. It was 
wonderful. But these emigrants 
in the tall covered wagons, pull­
ed by tired oxen, had their minds 
set on the tall trees of the letter 
advertised Willamette v a l l e y  
which were remarkable to the 
sons of the middle border who 
had lived their lives on the prai­
ries and were unconsciously hun­
gry for trees and shade.

They soon found the shade too 
oppressing, the trees too difficult 
to remove and in twenty years 
they wens ready an J anxious to 
come back over the high Cascades 
and look for gold in Idaho and 
the springs where the grass grew 
green and abundant and the sky 
was free of shadow and clouds.
Gold A Gras.« Were Lure*»

It took something to start them 
coming. Gold in some cases, el­
bow room in others, and for 
some merely love of the open sky.

On the first of 1860 William 
Graham moved his family across 
the Deschutes river to become 
the first man to live in Sherman 
county. He kept the bridge and 
his wife served meals to travelers. 
Travel was picking up. For some 
time a stage line had been opera­
ted desultorily between The Dal­
les and Walla Walla without 
much business for few wanted 
to go on that route.

But gold had been discovered 
in Idaho and gold was—and is— 
a lure that attracts. The foot­
loose and fancy free came by the 
hundreds and the stage business 
expanded. George Masiker was 
hired to move to Sand Springs

and build a stage station to care 
for the horses and accommodate 
the miners going to the east. 
Drivers pushed their stage teams 
from The Dalles to Sand Springs 
where they changed horses lie- 
fore shoving on to the crossing 
of the John Day where another 
station was established. Masiker 
had horses harnessed and wait­
ing and his wife had food ready 
and waiting for the drivers and 
passengers. Feed for the horses 
was cut from the grass on the 
hillsides or hauled from Gould's 
meadow to the south where Al- 
mon Gould had taken a home­

stead after President Lincoln had 
signed the homestead act in 1862.

The desire for gold drove most 
of them on, as the lure of the tall 
trees had lured them on before; 
instead of pressing to the west 
they pressed to the east in search 
of some easy fortune.
Stockmen I listed 20 years

A few stockmen brought hor­
ses and cattle to the tall grass on 
the hills, some of them owned by 
the herders and some owned by 
business men who had money to 
invest. It was an interesting time 
for Sherman county, this period

between 1860 anti 1880. Horses 
and cattle ran on the grass and 
grew fat and sleek on the spring 
growth and stayed strong through 
the winters when the grass was 
dry.

A few stockmen took up land, 
settling in the draws where the 
grass stayed greenest. Finnegans, 
Donnel, Helm, Pearson, Corum, 
Barnum, Engleman, Gordon, came 
to Join Masiker and Jesse Eaton 
who had settled in Spanish Hol­
low in 1866. Their stock made 
little impression on the grass 
and they moved about at will, no 
restrictions being upon them.

Bridge Across River 

Appears On Way
Since 1922 when the Sherman 

Highway was built from the Col­
umbia river south through Sher­
man county there has been a great 
local interest in it which resulted 
in the Highway 97 association. It 
has not always been active but 
never dead. Included In its mem­
bership have been county officials 
and Chamber of Commerce direc­
tors from Weed, California to 
Canada. Lately it has been incor­
porated into the Caribou Trail 
association which feels Interest in 
a highway from Alaska to Mexico 
and works actively for its comple­
tion.

That such a road should run the 
length of Sherman county is nat­
ural for the route through Sher­
man county offers by far the best 
way to reach the central Oregon 
highlands from the Columbia riv­
er. There are fewer hills and few­
er turns on Highway 97 than on 
any other route, making it a nat­
ural truck route and a straighter, 
faster road for tourists.

Interest in a bridge across the 
Columbia river at Maryhill or 
Biggs comes naturally in the plan­
ning for an international highway. 
Years ago George Updegraff, Ed 
McKee and Zolo Brooks headed 
an organization for Maryhill 
bridge. It was too early to win 
success. But the idea prevailed.

In recent years with constant 
work being done by IL H. Rol)er- 
son and Judge Vernon Miller a 
bridge at Biggs Rapids seems as­
sured. The state of Washington 
has obtained a permit to build 
such a bridge from the U. S. en­
gineers and the Washington Toll 
Bridge authority has planned u 
bond issue to pay for it with 
hopes to begin sale of bonds 
within a year and complete con­
struction early in the next decade.

When It Is done and the Sher­
man Highway realigned this coun­

ty will have by far the best north- 
south highway in Oregon and it 
will attract business and Interest 
in this county.

rid.*« rather quaint drawing of 
the fir»*t projerted Maryhill bridge 
proves the long time interest in 
the miprovement.

Moro Motors
Repair

Trucks, Cars,
Motors, Welding, 

Shell Gas & Oils

W e Repair All Kinds
of M achinery 

BELL BOY BOATS 

L es G ray, P rop rietor

Complete Banking Facilities

(FARM & LIVESTOCK LOANS

INCLUDING

THE HUSKY HUT
1 ‘ ------

DOUMA’S
An enjoyable spot for lunches, which

are varied and tasty. Groceries & Meats
Pies and Doughnuts made for sale

Al and Ella Rasmussen Moro, Oregon

b ------------------------

Moro. Oregon

—

FIRSTBANK
READY-CREDIT

PORTIAMO

N a t i o n a l  B a r a le ,  
o f  O r e g o n

" • • • • •  f t » l t « l  » I t O l l t  IN IV IA M C I C O IIO IA T IO M


