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Yow’ll Find His Phones
In 4300 Communities |

Gen'l Telephone is
Second to A.T.AT,

By LOUIS JAMES

How did David feel
giant Goliath?

“Sort of small,” grins Donald
Clinton Power.,

Power ought to kinow that
feeling. As president of the Gen-
eral Telephone Cory tion, he
feels “sort of small” next to
mammoth A.T.&T. which
trols 50 million of the countyy’s
60 million phones,

But General Telephone is a
Goliath in its own right. It is
the giant of a vast network of
4300 independent companies who
yun most of the phones in the
gmaller communities throughout
the country.

next to

Cone=-

Operates in 30 states

General's three million phones
tentacle 30 and many
thousands of towns, making it
the second largest phone
pany in the world.

Bell, for instance, may control
Los Angeles, Power admits, “but
we have Los Angeles sur
rounded.”

In six years, Power helped
ump General'. assets into the
{nlllun dollar class, upping its
[:rt from §5 mi'lion to $41 mil-

states

COlrl=

ion. He did it because few men
In the field know publie utilities
pnd the complexities of rate sys-
tems as intimately as he does,

For years he taught the sub-
fect at Ohio State (he was chair-
man of the board in 1851) and
imter was chief counsel for the

Dhio Publie Utilities Comn
pon.,

Last year, the Wall Street
Journal gave him a s | token
of leadership in progressive |
ness and he readily admits |
lependency on business ne
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Men Who Make America Creat

DONALD CLINTON POWER

in the Journal and in
papers wherever he travels.

Born near Marietta, Ohio, in
1800, Power dropped an early
yen for geology (his father
worked in the oil fields) in favor
of business and law. At 27, he
was holding down two jobs—
teacking law at the universily
in the morning and practicing
it in the afternoon,

local

Was partner of Bricker

Gave up Geology
to Study Utilities

Right off the bat things began
to happen.

First, he expanded and re«
staffed the important New York
office; second, he initiated a
growth program.

Two years ago he acquired
Theodore Gary & Co., a big in-
dependent, which owned manu-
fucturing facilities also. So now,
next to Western Electric,
Power’s firm is the country’s big-
gest maker of phone equipment.

This year, through an ex-
change of stock, he joined forces
with Peninsular Telephone Co.
of Florida, adding another
300,000 phones. Previously, he
adds, “we didn't have a single
phone in that state.”

A big, round-faced man of 57,
Power is a quiet sort of fellow
who moves quickly and noise-
lessly. Conservative, he doesn't
like to fly~though he is con-
stantly on the move. He averages
100,000 travel miles a year-but
by train.

His chief worry
Every weekend he entrains for
his 220 acre Ohio farm to be with
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