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VARIABLE KRATIO
I'he press Iniori that the
state senate will likely approve
some bill lor a variable rauo

I'hat means that valuation ol pro
perty will be because ol owner-
ship Instead of Intrinsic value.

A city lot belonging W Joe
Doakes who lives on it will have
a valuation based on Lhe la.l
that it ls Joe Doakes’ home. li
he sells it Lo a utility company il
will have a higher valuation bDe
cause it belongs Lo a ullily com-
pany. A farm will be valued at a
nigher rate in proportion 10 i1is
actual value than will a home in
LOWIL

It ls probably the worst pro-
posal that could be made toward
mixing politics with taxauon, It
Is essentlally dishonest.

Senators are sald to fear that
the homestead exemption now
getting signatures in Portland
would be adopted by the peopie
unless the legislature passes some
sort of varlable ratio. There s
some justification for the home
stead exemption in that homes do
not bring in actual income. It Is
not sufficient to excuse a lowel
valuation,

Changing the tax ratio to fit the
demands of a protesting group 1s
to start a policy that can nevel
result In fair taxation. It will give
the majority political advantage
over the minority. It will break
the state up into warring groups
It will certainly handicap the
state In getting adduonal resl
dents for who would want to live
in a state managed on so strictly
a political basis.

Changing the ratio means,
briefly this: Say the true cash
value of a plece of property Is
$1000. 1L is assessed at a rauo of
its true cash value. This ratlo
could be 50% or $5600 if a home,
it could be 76% or $700 If a farm;
it could be 100% Iif a utllity.
it could be 1009 or $1000 if a util
ity. Utllities will be allowed 1o
charge higher rates under such a
system, of course, so that won't
help anyone but bookkeepers

What appalls us is the purely
political approach to government,
the headlong attempt to gain
votes at the cost of public hon
esty. We do not believe Lthat
Oregon’s citizens are so morally
depraved that they resent fali
taxation, nor do we think a ma
jority of them want a tax system
based on favoritism

e

. vl
WARM DAYS

It was warm the first of the
week and the frost stopped com-
ing at nights. The wheat, held
back by cold damp weather res
ponded by turning a dark green
and shooting up toward the joint-
ing stage in a rush to catch up
Garden seeds swelled and put
shoots up through the ground at
the behest of the sun All this
was cheering to agriculturalists,
professional and amateur

Spring always has a different
way of coming, It seems Thera
are years when a booming chin
o0k announces it, years when It
comes in February before anyono
expects it and years when It 18
long delayed and then quietly
arrives as the benediction after
too long prayer. This year was
like that.

Frogs that have stolidly with
held their vocal applause turned
up their pipes one warm evening
to give their official sanction to
the advent of the long delayed
season.

Trees have been slow about
putting out leaves because of the
recurring frosts and even the
smaller bushes, berry or decora
tive, have been cautious about
taking part in spring without a
warmer Invitation Those old
curmudgeons, the locusts, still re
fuse to belleve the signs and whl
walt until the radical plants have
tested the weather before they
risk their conservative leaves

A few warm days are a ‘won
derful tonic for plant and animal
They restore the spirit as well as
the body and send a man whist
ling down the street who last
week went grumplly and so un-
happy he would hardly speak
We like our neighbors betier; we
like ourselves better Glorious
these warm spring days

Now we are hearing that all
reported gambling in Portland

was_just In fun. Sure, sure. But
thé winners kept the money
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I'he Dooley plan is a pre
crude Income lax ystem having
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evenly spread It need mol
Lthinking.

SCHOOL BILL

A group ol opponents of Senate
Bill 64 met in Pendleton surday
and made plans for a progi "
that would relieve the oppre
caused by that bill

I'he program consi of retain
ing the same distribution for an
ther biennium, passing the 3
million appropriation foi
new school bulldings in poor di
tricts, an additional appropriation
for the poor districts and an in

terim committee to Iind a betlel
way to distribute the stat ( ol
money,

It is a good program althou
we doubt the advisabllity ol
ing the entire $7 millior
school construction without oI
checks. I'he study committes
would be named by the governo
and we belleve that more than
one person should have a voice |
the selection of committeemen

Certainly if the western Oregon
counties that Lan Lo henel
most from SH 64 push that bil
g 18, through the legisla'ure |
will touch off one of the
fights on school and tax matte
the state has seen—and it ha
had lots of them. It might ver)
well be the end of the basic
school plan entirely with the in
equities it has brought and th
additional costs it has engendered
without preceptible aid to educa
tion.
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Letter From Salem

By Nicky Tom

iture moves now into
e will be the final
n Up to this
been a great deal
wetivity, but few bDills of major

have gone through
the big measures are stic-
ees. For the re-

il er of the session attention

7 focused on education,
taxes and the budget.
lar this past week House

peaker Pat Dooley brought out
his proposed tax program. He
tated that he was shooting at a
figure of about £265,000,000.
I'he Dooley plan ralses exemp-
tions $500 to $600, which excuses
it 12,000 people who are now
iying taxe I'his obviously
neans that a smaller percentage
people will be 11:.1,‘;11”;: a

sreater proportion of the laxes.

Some people may recall that at

15t session of the legislature
y tax plan was passed by the
House which shifted the burden
of taxes downward, as Mr. Dooley
is now proposing. On the oay the
bill was passed Dooley made a
lengthy oration in opposition o

most regressive” tax pro-

AlTl

In the coming days you wil
read and hear much discussion of
re comparisons belweei

ercentag
the new tax program and those of
the past two blenniums. Such
comparisons tena to be unrealistic
hecause opinions, are molded by
. income bracket of the individ-
ial making the comparison. Peo-
le in each bracket, being human,
| that they are carrying an un-
fair share of the load.
I'his tax program, Wwith the
12 000,000 surplus left by the last
legislature, will take care of the
needs of this coming blennium
if the budget is held at $2€5,000,
000 Many legislators, aowever,
feel that the real jolt Is coming
in the '59-60 biennium If the pre-
ent rate of spending 1s continued,
especially  with the $32,000,000

]
rplus having been spent.

<

On Friday of the past week

Allen moved to bring HB 1 to
the floor of the House fur final
passage This bill, introduced at
the request of the Governor, In

1cle the |g-l|+-\l'. of the surtax
the income tax structure.

ind

The motion was defeated by a
te of 35 to 21. Following this
tion, Representative Wayne

Gelsy moved to call HB No. Ji1
to the floor, this being the surtax
repealer introduced by all the Re-
publicans in the legislature. His
notion also was defeated.

I'his action was taken to protest
the fact that the tax program
ind the repeal of the surtax are
included in the same bill. Because
of this, it will be impossible for
against the in-
rease in taxes without voting
t the repeal of the surtax
feel this Is politcal black

\nvone to vote

il

During the past two weeks we
have had a good many worried
letters from farmers in our area
protesting four Senate Bills and
urging the passage of one SB 68

1 mentioned In one earller
column. We call it the “anti-do-it-
vourself” bill, since It would re-

quire that a licensed contractor
he hired for any carpentry job
ing over one hundred dollars
SR 12 would require a bullding
| county for any

pert t from the
new building, or remodeling an
1 farm SB 131 re
1" i ensi from the State
Department of labor for anyone
nerating a steam or refrigera
n plant his would affect mint
[ n the operation of their
rie nd could even reach

cleaners used by farm
tractors and other

It Y
B ™ the minimum wage
ng for a $1 per hour min
including all types of ag
ira A hot
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Last Monday a " . LEGAL NOTICES L Box amt n _"V"“.e }‘lh:e J. R. W;t-
wheat growers frc pur generil NOTICE TO ( REDITORS 4 Redmu I R 41 - II"‘."J."" _‘JJUS. Brooklyn
area appeared before the Hous lotice eby glv \a TP ——— i BT \venue, Seattle 5, Washington
taxation committee in support of «dersigned ha heen duly i vll"- an Hig ' ;','. r.-:-[‘ l . 292.27¢
SB 92, which would take the sigle inted Executrix of the kstale M.’ \».‘_..,,.‘.‘”4,.\, 'JT[ ‘“. WANTED: Saleslady and Sales-
card party at the Schooi Caif man to sell McNess Products

tax fiel ¢ Harley Dutton Deceased, an

out of the property
Speaking on the bill, Wheat Lea

H.Lli.' P"re:suiem Raphael Raymond ims against said® estate aI and refreshments served. Ad
said, “Farm lands in Oregon are notified and required to 21 00
being taxed twice as high as the nt the same, duly wverifie 1
{ o I - 1 TEI racture fo 2 (
same lands In Washington ar ,nd with the proper vouchers, | WANTED. Pasture | -
one third higher than farm lar the undersigned at the residence R ‘e .
in California.” M the undersigned at Wasco Weies, Diages
Oregon, Wi six month from HORSE for Sale Half br
During the hearing the witness 'I' 1 first 1 r ation l'ennessee walker O-yr
es we S L e the date of the firet 1Y ylication g s AP,
;311 - hadtg"rEd : “In-: - of this notice, to-wit April 12 Helen Sather, Kent. Call Gr
< ha . tii . -l By r 1 4
¢ members of the Taxation ,g.q Valley 683 «1

committee with questions as to
why this measure has not been
passed before, if it is so neces-
sary. In other words, "If we
didn't need it before we don't
need it now.” If you can make
any sense out of this argyment

Emma Dutton
Executrix of the Last Will and
Testament of Harley Dutton,
Deceased
Donald E. Heisler

Attorney for Estate 23-6¢

torium April 29 at 8 p

]
b . iad - ¥ "ng -
as qualified. All persons having kinds of cards will be played . -
e ok

READ THIS!
If you are over 25 and have a
car, we can place you on a Wat-
kins route that will enable you 3977 or b2
to earn $100 weekly and up de-
pending upon your ability and

leacn ar
-} lay. M

old ping

as8s Market

full time. Big profits
perience needed. Wil
1id finance you., Write to
NESS CO., Box 14, Bay-
tation, Oakland, 23, Cal,
29 ‘)qp

"

=3¢ rustom Slaughtering by appo:nt-

ed ment only.

Meat cutting, wrap-
sharp freeze. Kenny's
Grass Valley, Oregon.

ip (fall 242 for appointment. Te

ITATE

Vern (

The Dalles, Oregon

WIDE PAINT CO. com-
plete painting ard decorating
service,

gpray or brush PPhone
5203, 1205 E. 12th St
and Jack Null,
38tfn

‘ampell

you are wiser than I _w'A N T A D S

FIRST CLASS carpenter and cab-
inet maker wants part time
work or will do other type jobs,
laying blocks, painting, el
Gilbert 2-5426 23¢ tfn

1950 D6 Cat, 4200

Farmers may also be dismayed
to learn that their Industrial
Accident Rateg will be up about
509 If House Bills 260, 450 and
502, now in the Labor and Indus
tries committee, are passea

Representative George Annala, FOR SALE:

Hood River, has revised his form- hours: 1953 Harris 88 combine,
ula for reapportionment of the 16% ft. cut, harvested 1200 e
House in an attmept to pull the Acres. Philip G. O'Meara, Was- {U,

bill off the table in the State and co, Oregon 23-4¢
Federal Affairs. He is putting up FOR SALE. Brown Swiss milch
a vallant fight. How about lend- ows. P. G. O'Meara, Wasco
ing a little moral support?

I promised you a conclusion
this week to the story of The Man
Who Came to Dinner (at the Go»
ernor's house). He did go back
on the proper night, and Governor
Holme sald they had missed him
at lunpch. The End

WADE®

Sprmbler Irt
23.24¢ '

FOR SALE: TD-14, $2250. TD-40
Moore blade $1500; Model 184
Gallion grader, full electric sys
tem, full A power controls and
cab, $1000; K-8, IHC, state rack
truck, 20 ft. low bed machinery
trailer, $1700 for truck and

WITCH TO BETTE

. More and more Pacific Powerland families are
living better by making generous use of PP&L
electric service. And no wonder—it makes the
hard work easy and it's easy on the budget, too.
Pacific Power elecyricity is today’s biggest value

for modern living.

PACIFIC POWER

& LIGHT COMPANY
Live Better. .. Electrically

Only

oxs-in Self-Draining
COUPLERS

3

Gashket automatically
drains when pressure is off .
Pipe | No Lifting Pipes Full of Water.

Has

WE WILL HELP YOU PLAN

WADE* RAIN

. No Moles 1o Weaken

s

... Send today for your FREE
“EARM-FACTS" Planning Form.

Muller FARM EQUIP.

Sales - Service - Parts
Case, Calkins, New Holland

The Dalles, Oregon
Moro, Oregon

DOES
80
MUCH

R LIVING!

With Low-Cost PP&L Electric Service

COSTS
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PAGE

Va
nderwi
lnaLll
m. He
Again

A (
dard V
April 18

at Beavy
wedding

B Hosk
Mr, a

Mr. and

o Nor

spend a

Mrs. Ja

15 leell
.

i 1

by Loy

nace i

and 1o
Harry |
Claren
from F
INg M

about |
daughte
to Mr.
Littleto
. She ©
Mrs. Sp
Mr
to a ho
day wil
-:_]iill‘|1
working
cident |
previou

CARD
[ wi
who se

auring

=

Ce

Ph

~

e — — — —  —— — —

L
i
1




