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ABOUT BRIDGES

The Wasco county court hired
the Tudor engineering ocompany
to make a survey to determine
what effect the bullding of a
bridge across the Columbia at
Biggs rapids would have on the
revenue of The Dalles bridge.

The report, just released, shows
that it would take longer to pay
for The Dalles bridge than if the
Biggs rapids bridge was not built
and that $760,000 additional inter
est would be needed. The Dalles
bridge has been paying hand
somely because of dam workers
and this revenue is about to end
s0 payment will be slower in any
event.

The court has asked Tudor to
check again about the diversion
that would result if the Biggs
rapid bridge were built because
the Haner engineering company
estimated that more diversion of
traffic would result than Tudor
thought probable.

Tudor and Haner were compe-
titors for the contract to survey
for the Biggs bridge and Haner
was selected for reasons that
seemed adequate to the parties
doing the hiring. Certainly It is
to be hoped that competition be-
tween two engineering firms will
not result in delay in construction
of the Biggs bridge although it is
possible that if Tudor and Wasco
county makes a strong presenta-
tion that a small amount of traf-
fic will be diverted to the Biggs
bridge it will be more difficult to
go ahead with the plan

We do not know how such a
survey Is made, nor what facts
are used In it. It may be possible
for opinion to be involved in
place of facts.

We arve convinced that what
was sald in the 1944 survey by
the highway commissions of Ore
gon and Washington still is true.
It was that there would be sur
prisingly little competition be-
tween the two bridges. The Dalles
bridge will naturally serve the
short traffic, by which we mean
those going to The Dalles or on

short trips, It was considered
feasible back In 1944 for that pur-
pose.

The Biggs bridge would serve
the long traffic, by which we
mean the long haul truckers, the
California-Washington traffic be-
cause it is on the most direct
route from north to south, he-
cause It 18 on the shorter, faster,
straighter road, because it will be
a better connection for the pro-
duce gardeners of Washington
and California.

It would be a pity to have so
Iimportant a development of this
area depend on partisan surveys
Of course, there will be diversion
from The Dalles bridge. If Wasco
county didn't think so It wouldn't
have bought a survey. Trucking
firms interviewed say they would
rather go by 97 than any other
route and they don't want to
drive 40 extra miles to stay on it
They are not going to drive heavy
trucks over the long, crooked,
steep grades of The DallesCri-
terion road

If Wasco county makes an ar
gument against the Biggs bridge
either directly or indirectly it will
certainly not be considered a
friendly act In Sherman and
Klickitat counties

ONE WAY TO LEARN

The bulletins that various de-
partmentg of government put out
for the education of the people
have always interested us. Some
one has had to think each one of
them Important This Interest
was recently stimulated by re
celving from the Hon. S8am Coon
a list of bulletins available
through his office

Quite a few of them are about
food amnd how to cook it including
one “Ways to cook Rabbit” which
may or may not qualify A girl
must learn something about cook-
ing from her mother, may be in-
structed in almost any school, can
get 4-H training, be further in-
formed in college, vet the ggyern-
ment issues bulletins on th™ gub-
Ject. Oh, well, they never get too
good, we suppose

There's that old favorite, “Mule
Production” and that needful
little bulletin “Chiggers—how to
fight them”. Some place they
must still use mules and as for

chippers we are afrald we would
be utterly framtic by the time a
bulletin could arrive from far-off
Washington The prospect of
fighting chiggers isn't appealing
But we must ay that the list
mproved of ile and
inyone engaged In agriculture
Ignt find s« ething on it to In

crease hi information. We nay

SUPERSTITIONS

Willilam Tugman, erudite editor
of the Umpqua Courier at Reeds-
port, In comment on some belit-
tlement of our ideas of progress
that were written in this paper,
says: “We doubt if Mr. French,
himself would be content with
the life of a ‘fish Indian’, living
in a smoky hut beside the roar-
ing stream, completely dependent
on the whims of Nature, of the
victim of his Superstitious Fears.”

Weell, No. The life of a fish
Indian or anyone else who lived
100 years ago Is not appealing to
one who has become accustomed
to a softer life and mankind (the
writer included) likes nothing
better than ease

But it would be the flies and
the diet that would appall, not
the supertitious fears. We have
them now just as did the Indian
and the white man of 100 vears
ago and those who live in 2055
will Have as much fun laughing at
superstitious fears of 1956 as we
do those of our benighted ances-
tors. One generation’s supersti-
tion is another generation's loud
guffaw and the worst superstition
we could have would he that we
have none,

WHITE LINE

Some Oregonians are delighted
that Oregon is to return to the
yellow line on highways despite
decislon by a national board that
white is a better color. It may be
In some places, but not where it
snows., We think the yellow line
shows up better, but that isn't
what we started to talk about

The white line we like to see
eradicated is the white line along-
side the yellow line, the one that
tells you that passing another car
is dangerous at that point.

Naturally there will always
have to be some white lines for
it will be impossible to eliminate
all the curves on highways. There
may always be some hills that
cannot be graded down to an even
grade so that a driver can see
ahead

Surely one of the ambitions of
good highway engineerg is to re
move the need for white lines of
this sort. Sometimes they make
mistakes and sometimes their
Judgment is faulty and they make
white lines necessary where they
would not have been had wisdom
been used. There are examples of
this on the néw road between
Moro and Grass Valley.

There seems to be a general
rule in good road building that
prevents turns being made at
the top or the bottom on hills, A
turn at the top of a hill is dan
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Now llouf-q-ru speed eross-country by telephone. Many floral shops now offer
a new service—Flowers by Telephone. When flowers are to be sent out of town, the florist

SRR

calls the distant city and places the order before the customer leaves the shop. If the
flowers asked for are out of stock, the customer is free to change his order, know ing his

flowers will arrive on time. Florists who offer this new service display an emblem read-

ing: “We speed flowers by telephone.” It's another way telephone people — working
with florists -~ make telephone service do a better job for you. The men and women
of Pacific Telephone work to make your telephone more useful every day.
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THE OLD HERMITAGE CO., DIVISION OF NATIONAL DISTILLERS PRODUCTS CORP,,

§ RANKFORT, KENT/ICAY. KENTUCKY STRAIGHT BOURBON WHISKEY, 86 PROOF,

With its attractive styling, colorful
good looks, sparkling, comfortable cab,
Mom drives today's INTERNATIONAL
pickup with pride.

And driving this INTERNATIONAL,
with all of today’s modern features is a
pleasure. Come on in and prove it to
yourself. Check the effortless driving,
too, with optional automatic transmis-

sion, power brakes, power steering.

lN.i Msjpudiaa ]"NAL'
" TRUCHKS

All-Truck Built 1o sace you the BIG mwoney !

“Youd Thir!

Choose the right pickup from 12 pickup
models. 24 smart color combinations vd-

ing 12 two-tones. Tubeless tires standaird

And for all its style, comfort and econ-
omy, it’s built to do a man-size truck
job, built to work dependably, longer to
save you the BIG money — the over-the-
years operating and maintenance
money.

Come in soon and get ¢ ur deal, on the
easiest handling pickup in the lowest
price field. Easy payments, too, with
our Individualized Truck Payment Plan.

- ASK AROUT OUR

CUSHMAN EQUIPMENT COMPANY

Moro, Oregon
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