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STATE WATER BOARD
Governor Patterson appointed

the members of the new stale wa
ter board last week amid editorial
statements as to the quality there-
of and the power conferred upon

them by the recent legislature
The legislature did the wusual
thing after being told in speech

and story that our water was an
economic asset that was about to
become scarce. It passed a law.

The new board has far too much
power and we predict that if it
attempts to use it the board and
the law and the conservation of
water idea will lose ground there-
by. Furthermore, we think it
should.

We have never been one to be
easlly convinced by the reform-
ers. Those who dig up a statistic
or two and proceed to show a
trend that will eliminate the hu-
man race in a brief generation or
so leave ug very cold. Dry wells
in California, the increase of irri-
gation all over, lowering water
tables scared some people half to
death although they might have
been somewhat relieved to look at
the statistics about the surplus of
food. In other words we don't
belleve the conditions are as bad
as painted nor that the water
code will help it as much
claimed.

The board looks like a pretty
sensible bunch of men. We will be
able to tell better after they have
been in office a year or If
they start trying to throw their
welght around and following the
letter of that [1l1 conceived law we
will know that they are Inade
quate for the job. If they gather
information about the uses of wa-
ter (complete information) and
disseminate it properly, use their
hrains a lot and theilr muscles
sparingly, they can perform a ser-
vice.

Comservation of almost any
natural resources must he by pub
liec consent and cooperation, not
by rigid adherence to some set of
rules,

as

80

WHO PAYS TAXES

Into the continuing argument
between public and private power
has come again the idea that pri
vate corporations do not pay taxes
It I8 true that the route from pri-
vale power purse to government
pocket is one of the shorter routes
taken by money but that doesn't
change anything.

The public pays all the taxes,
the consumer pays. He who buys
a car helps pay the taxes of the
steel companies, the auto com-
panies, the transportation com
panies, the dealers. Indirectly he
pays a lot more taxes including
that of the laborers who built the
car, the farmer who fed the labor-
er, and the power company that
furnished the electricity or gas
that cooked the feed that fed the
laborers who made the car.

faxes are taken out of the pot;
they are figured in the price of
everything. They are the rake-off
the dealer (government) takes
from the game. When the rake-off
is too blg the players quit. In the
price of every item Is taxes whe
ther deliberately figured or not
for a business that cannot pay its
taxes qulits,

Corporations pav up to 52 per
cent of Income in taxes which
a high rate but they put it on the
price of goods and might
even make a profit on it for all
we know, People pay it while
thinking how smart it Is to make
those blg corporations pay and
what wonderful legislators they
have who tell them that corpora
tions should pay the taxes and the
people should be relieved of them
Actually the people would be bet-
ter off to pay a sales tax direct to
the government. But they have
been told that sales taxes are
economic wickedness

What do you suppose an auto-
mobile or a refrigerator would

I8

some

cost without taxes? We don't
know elther and we have tried

to find out without success. We
think that a man could pay for a
car with a decent profit attached
and send $500 to the government
in a sales tax and be monev ahead
Think how he'd howl
OLD THRESHING MACHINES
Down In the valley they hrought
out some old steam engines and
rators and did some thresh.

sepa
ing In the old fashioned way much
to the amusement of the anclents

PAGE 2 SHERMAN COUNTY JOURNAL, MORO, OREGON

e interes® of you
I"l [ K p e
. , '
A \
of
10
I =t P ¢
In I
irted
h ar ended in the \r nort
Wi frost on thell Dlanket
November, wi mey enough to
live amid the pleasures of a city

in street all

Down in the valley had
bundle pitchers but in these parts
forKers
were

winter

they

1k sewer
skill
strength in those days and still
there are men this county
who would know how to set a
Jackson fork laee the top of
the bag with a solid dozen
stitches,

The know
how to adjust a diesel tor and
the distributor

The

gotten

had 1l

These

W
men of and

about

Ol
goodd

same class of men

on a Or
truck
101

y, Blacksn

set points
big

are

wheel a skills of

vesterday and lost
for want of use
.|"'l'! >|r-.. S
eergs amxl firemen were trained
men in the olden days and
money above the pay
man laborer.

In the next 50 years other job

ol

will have succumbed to change
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FARM VROGRAM

The Democrats and the Repub

both talking about the

licans are
farm situation, the Democrat
most gleefully because for them
once the Republicans have ahold
of that perennially hot poker—the
farm problem

We are sure that there will al
ways be a farm problem as long
as the government meddles with

farm production, farm manage-
ment and farm marketing. Getting
rid of the government would re
lieve much of the problem
About all the Democrats
happy about is that the Republi
cans are trying a flexible price
support plan, a minor adjustment
to the Democratic plan of rigid
price supports. The flexible plan

can be

hasn't controlled the surplus al
though B might do so If flexible
enough, The rigid price support

plan is worse

As for wheat the policy of ac-
reage reduction ig a total failure.
The crop base is 77,000,000
reduction

1ICTES

The greatest possible

under the law is down to 55,000,-
000 acres., This was Invoked last
year. Because of drouths, floods,
etc,, there were only 47,000,000

acres harvested this summer, the
lowest acreage 1934. Even
with normal exports we will do
nothing to reduce the surplus,
News | why

since

stories have told
A man in the Willamette valley

grew 82 bushels per acre on 15
acres: in Jefferson county a man
produced 90 bushels per acre. Now
90 bushels per acre on 15 acre
cannot be reduced under the pre
went law. A man has a right to
grow that much wheat withomt
penalty

That s 1350 bushels. With irri
gation such a wheat grower is
equal to a dry land farmer with
a half section of ordinary land on
whic¢h there might he 250 acres
tilable, half each vear, His reduc
tion would be about 40 percent
and hig crop about 20 bushels pe
acre or le If a full 20 he would
have 1500 bushe to sell to the
government

The whole worl 1hsid
wheat production ( L hi
sumption Is going down largely
because the price is too high. Fear
of war and the desire of 1 na
tion's rulers to be independent of
imports probably causes h o
of the subsidization

It I8 to be expected \
political partie will make
highest possible bid for fa
votes, Probably neither
able to pass the plan they propose
for farmers are divided
selves on the kind of aild they
want We do know that little
farmers will get the breaks a
long as farming is handled pol
tically and that the 15 acre w 1
grower with an irrigated
every year is going to
.h““‘ wre wheat growel n i

merfallow country because the 15

acre farmer is politically 200 time

as Important as the big fa

If no one grew wheat on more

than 15 acres we would have

enough wheat for 10 or 15 vear
Government aid and the blight

of democracy will eventually put
the big farmer out
His best bet s to
that farm
maost
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