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HELL'S CANYON

It is, of course, Impossible to

tell whether the Hell's Canyon
controversy is ending or just get-
ting a fresh start but from what
we hear a majority of the citizens
will be pleased If it Is ending

Hell's Canyon has been pawed

over like a bargain basement
brassiere and shows the effects
of hard usage.

Congress has falled to provide
funds for Hell's Canyon dam after
several tries and at long last the
Federal Power Commission, anx

lous to provide additional electri-
city for the northwest, took the
only way out and gave approval
to the three dam proposal of

Idaho Power company.

One may wonder whether there
was always serious effort on the
part of northwest legislators to get
the high dam proposal passed. It
sometimes seemed that they
thought it a better issue than It

would have been as a fact,

Now the ldaho Power company

has authority to bulld three dams

There may be Impeding action be-
fore construction begins but |t
does not now appear likely that
delay will long be successful. The
dams will cost around $150,000,000
and will be taxable. Baker coun-
ty's total wvaluation is now $25,.
140,642.56 Construction of these
dams should easily double that
valuation and cut property taxes
for stockmen in that county. The

government will get taxes, too

It is assumed that the power
will be sold in Idaho and at a price
that will make it possible for the
company to pay taxes to Baker
county., The rate will be get hy

the government with that In mind

Had the government bullt a high
dam there would have been no
taxes for Baker county and it may
be assumed that power would

have been cheaper therefore
Higher costs of construction by

the government might make

cheaper power impossible

Of one thing we are very sure
that Oregonians of our acquain
tance are getting tired, very tired,
of political meddling with the pro

gress of the northwest in dam con-

struction. We need the electricity

If the federal government wants
to bulld dams and has the money,
let it go ahead and bulld them; if
it doesn’'t want to or can't afford
it, let it get out of the may ang let

some one build them who can,

It might be a fine thing to have
an example of a privately owned
dam along with publically owned
dams—a sort of check plot as they
say in the agricultural experiment
business That is what we were

told Bonneville was to be and it

made some sense, too, Taxes being
what they are the federal govern-
ment will probably make more
clea: money by private ownership

than by public ownership

50, we hope it's over, we hope
somebody begins to throw some

dirt, real dirt—not the political
kind—and develop some electri
city. The talk was getting monot
(Ifllltl'i

LEWIS & CLARK

Come October 21 it will be 150
years since Lewls & Clark came

afloating down the Columbla with
thelr crew of soldiers, scouts and
French guides to cast the first set
of blue eyes on the scenery of
sherman county

Oregon Is celebrating the ses
qui<centennial of that event and
is making little more of a show
about it than Lewlis & Clark them
selves did when they arrived a
century and a half ago

There have been articles about
the celebration and probably every
one knows that it Is going on. A
party dressed like Lewis & Clark,
or what they thought the explor
ers dressed like, and accompanied
by a descendant of Sacajawea
went down the river the other day
with flash bulbs popping and the
historical society Is busy getting
the rebullt Fort Clatsop ready for
public inspection

S0 much, so good. Kelsie Ramey
Oshorne has written a book about
the expedition and it has been
published. It consolidates Into a
short space the information one
should know about the journey of
the two frontiersmen to the
mouth of the Columbia

It Is not 8o easy as It might
seem to make a lively tale about
Lewlis & Clark. Their dlaries of
the trip and the notes of the men
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