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EDUCATION

Schoo! people think they have 
to defend the status quo; they re­
fuse to accept any change In the 
constantly growing system with 
Its huge budgets and Its growing 
criticism.

We believe that It is the duty 
of school people to find a way 
out of the dilemma—and we think 
that is what it is. Certainly school 
budgets cannot keep on getting 
bigger every year unless school 
people can prove that they are 
earning it.

Along with this goes an admis­
sion that some of the criticism of 
schools is based on a solid con­
servatism that would reduce 
schooling to the standards of a 
past or passing generation.

School people say, and Frank 
Bennett said it last Saturday in 
The Dalles, that the public de­
manded more educational gadgets 
every year and that the schools 
had to keep on increasing the ser­
vices offered. I t  would be more 
accurate to say that a minority 
of the public asks for the increas­
ed services, a vocal minority, per­
haps, but a minority.

There is no adequate definition 
of “education” . I t  is confused 
with years of schooling. By for­
cing children to attend school we 
make it necessary to provide sub­
jects in which they may be inter­
ested until we have let the schools 
curricula expand to Include al­
most everything. \Me do not be­
lieve that the school system 
should be made responsible for 
trying to educate those who resist 
learning.

Not long ago a teacher was sup­
posed to be able to handle 27 
children even in seven or eight 
grades. Now the average pupils 
per teacher is about 17 and sel­
dom does a teacher have more 
than two grades. The actual class 
room teacher may be handling 
her same allotment of 27; it Is the 
other services that make the d if­
ference. I f  all teachers in Oregon 
were actually teaching basic sub­
jects there would be no shortage.

When the nation’s economy 
gets rid of inflation—which it 
w ill—there w ill lx? more resist­
ance to taxes. When taxpayers 
cut school budgets school boards 
w ill have to decide what to stop. 
Preparation for that time should 
now be made; school people 
should make the plans. They are 
the ones who should know. If 
they fall to do this the essentials 
of the schooling may be damaged.

Despite the current trend to­
ward training of the hand In lieu 
of education of the mind, we think 
that grandpa had a pretty fair 
idea of what should be taught. 
No boy or girl should get through 
a high school without a know­
ledge of how to write and speak 
his native language; they should 
have to learn enough arithmetic 
to make up an Income tax state­
ment; they should know enough 
history to understand their own 
times; they should understand 
their own government and know 
enough about other types of gov­
ernment to appreciate ours. That 
should be a minimum.

If  an appreciation of the beau­
tifu l things in literature and art 
can be instilled, a desire for phy­
sical fitness added, mechanic»» of 
the typewriter and welding torch 
gained that is so much to the 
good. ' But the fundamentals 
should come first. Permitting a 
child to get through school by 
taking the easy courses and w ith­
out the basic ones la what causes 
the general criticism of the school 
system. And that la a valid crltl- 
clam.

easier route, although beset by 
more Indians and those were Fl­
utes, Bannocks and Snakes, all 
more suspicious of white men 
than those along the northern
route. , .

The group got lost, hopelessly 
lost. They knew the sun set in 
the west and headed that way. 
Many died on the trip. They came 
to what they thought was the 
Deschutes and probably came 
down the point between that 
river and Buckhollow to the riv ­
er and thus made their way to 
The Dalles where they were fed 
and strengthened.

Whether in defense or in ex­
citement they told a wonderful 
story of gold, a blue bucket full 
of gold, found in a small creek 
or around a spring. I t  could have 
been on a tributary of the Mal­
heur, the John Day and it might 
have been on the Silves, the Och- 
oco or even the Deschutes.

Have you ever been lost? So 
lost that the only known direc­
tion is straight up and that seems 
wrong? So lost that despite all 
previous training and information 
the sun comes up in the south? 
Certainly, it is impossible to cre­
dit the stories of those on this 
ill-fated expedition. They were 
lost.

Since that time the creeks have 
been explored, the rivers mapped, 
the springs dug out for stock and 
the Blue Bucket, with its burden 
of nuggets, is as lost now as it 
was when the party reached The 
Dalles. It is impossible to have 
belief in it as much as we would 
like to in order to enlarge our 
romantic background.

I t  is a fine story. And like that 
of Washington cutting down the 
cherry tree, valuable to those who 
would preach a moral. But It is 
most likely a story, a neat bit of 
fiction unconsciously designed to 
reduce the guilt of those who 
strayed from the beaten path.

Boys Place Well In

Willamette Relays 
•

Nineteen high school boys 
went to the Willamette relays 
Saturday and were credited with 
11 points, the highest of any “ B” 
school, by an official scoring 
method.

Dewayne took second in the 
100 yard dash; I^ r ry  Smith 5th 
in the 440. In the sprint relay, 
440 yards, Dewayne Duncan, Don 
Miller, Vern Mobley and Larry 
Smith placed first. In a sprint 
medley relay I^arry Sayrs ran 
330 yards, Dewayne Duncan 110, 
I>an Duncan 660 and Harold Dun­
can 220 to take second. In the two 
mile relay Jerry Adams, Ron 
Rolfe, Dan Duncan and John Gil­
man placed fifth, making unex­
pectedly good time and in the 
880 relay Don Miller, Roy Cyphers 
George Kelley and Harold Dun­
can won sixth place.

Boys entered the field events 
but were not successful in plac­
ing as schools were not classified 
as to size in them.

Civil Engineering 
Land Surveying

WALL & TENNESON
I’lione M36, The Dalles 

»0814 E. 2nd Ht.

BARLEY THOUGHT O. K.
Fears about damage to the l»ar- 

ley crop seem to have been elim­
inated since the hard freeze of 
a week or so ago that cast some 
doubt on its survival. Very little 
of the spring sown barley was 
out of the ground and the winter 
barley is suposed to stand such 
temperatures. There may be, dam­
age yet, but the worry about it

is not Intense at this writing. 
Crops that sometimes get as

much as a foot high by the first 
of May w ill be lucky to be half 
that high on that date this year.

WANT ADS
PACIFIC POUTER & LIGHT CO. 

common stock, offers a well as­
sured income return of 5%.

From where I sit .../-

Easy Doss I t — A g a in

Ladies Aid Society had their 
rummage sale the other night— 
and as soon as the doors opened, 
“Easy” Roberts was inside.

Without a word, he headed 
straight for the coat counter, 
picked out a shabby old tweed 
jacket, and paid for it. “Easy” 
told me a little later that buying 
his jacket back was getting to 
be a regular habit.

“ T hat’s been my favorite  
smoking jacket for years,” he 
said. “And my wife talks me into 
giving it away regularly. Then I 
get to thinking how much I like

it and hurry down to buy that 
jacket back. This is the third time 
I’ve done it!”

From where I sit. everyone’s en­
titled to his own likes—whether 
it’s a sports jacket, a baseball 
team, or the beverage he likes for 
dinner. For example, the wife 
likes coffee along with Saturday 
night spaghetti while I like a 
glass of beer. We never try to 
“sell” each other on our personal 
preferences.

Copyright, 1954, United States lit enters 1 ou ,  a /ioa

BLUR BUCKET MINE

The Oregonian, with Its usual 
interest In the romantic events of 
earlier times, has aroused inter­
est by an editorial about the fam­
ed and fabulous Blue Bucket 
mine. To call It a mine is not fac­
tual. actually.

It was In the 4Os, the 1840s, 
when a group of people listened 
to the promises of Stephen Meek 
and Instead of attacking the hills 
of the rugged Blue Mountains 
started across the flat lands to­
ward the Deschutes and the Cas­
cades. Theoretically It was an

COUNTY MANAGER
Down In Clackamas county an 

effort is being made to get a vote 
on the county manager plan for 
that county. I t  Is possible that 
Clackamas gets as much enter­
tainment out of its county offici­
als as any county in the state. 
There’s something going on most 
of the time.

I t  Is not certain that the coun­
ty manager plan would be of 
much use In stopping that cohdl- 
tion which probably comes from 
the divergent Interests that make 
up Clackamas county which 
should give some territory to 
Multnomah county and get rid 
of a problem. And perhaps ought 
to take some Multnomah county 
territory as well.

The county manager plan now 
on the books In Oregon was not 
written for a county with agri­
culture, timber, urban popula­
tion and most of the other differ­
ences that can ensue In a county 
near a metropolis. I t  would lie a 
difficult test for the law.

Oddly enough the counties that 
have had a vote "bn the adoption 
of the county manager plan have 
been large counties. It was pre­
sumed that counties with fewer 
problems and with greater homo- 
genulty would adopt It first. Such 
counties could use the law very 
well and after trial It could be 
adapted to any kind of county. 
That may lx* a theory, only, for 
many complex counties have the 
county manager plan and like It. 
Sherman county with Its almost 
entirely uniform occupation of 
Its people, Its entirely rural pop­
ulation, would lie an Ideal place 
for the county manager plan to 
operate.

A board of any numlx»r, prob­
ably five or seven, would act as 
the legislative body and hire a 
county manager, who would not 
need to l»e a resident of the coun­
ty when hired. He could assume 
the duties of the county officials, 
sheriff, treasurer, clerk, assessor, 
and would hire such clerks or as­
sistants as he needed. He could 
keep one set of books Instead of 
the three or four that now must 
be kept, could work the tax roll 
through from assessment to col­
lection In one office. Although 
our county force gets along al­
right now It has not always been 
so, nor 1» there assurance It w ill 
In the future Under the county 
manager plan they get along 
There Is one boss.

The board Is responsible to the 
people, just as the court Is now 
responsible to the people. Only 
the Ixiard would be entirely res­
ponsible not on the rather feeble 
basis the county court Is at pre­
sent.

It would lx» a good plan for 
Sherman county.

NOTICE TO CREDITOI^
All persons having claims 

against the Estate of Alvin Keen­
an deceased, are required to pre­
sent them with vouchers to the 
undersigned Virginia E. Finley or 
Clyde L. Finley, at Dlnty’s Station, 
Biggs, O rvgn within six months 
from the dale of the first publica­
tion of this notice. The date of 
the first publication of this 
tlce is March 26th, 1954.

VIRGINIA E. FINLEY 
Executrix
CLYDE L. FINLEY 
Executor 

DICK & DICK 
The Da Upg. Oregon 
A ttorne^rfor the Estate. - l -¿A

o
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And participation in the futuic 
growth of this important p r i ­

vate enterprise.
Quarterly dividends for the next 
4 years w ill be largely free of 
federal personal income taxes. 
Inquiries invited. J. W. DODD, 
TYGH VALLEY, ORE., Eastern 
Oregon Mgr. Wm. J. Collins & 
Co. Stocks, bonds, mutual 
funds. Nationwide. 23tfn

LOST— LAST FALL: Three com­
ing two-year old registered 
Hereford heifers, branded lazy 
S-S on right rib. No ear mark, 
but tatooed on right ear. Reward 
for information leading to their 
recovery. Sid Seale, Condon, 
Oregon. '  “ n

ITATE WIDE PAINT CO. com­
plete painting and decorating 
service, spray or brush. Phone 
3977 or 5293, 1205 E. 12th St. 
Vern Campell and Jack Null, 
The Dalles, Oregon 38tfn

CUSTOM SLAUGHTERING — 
Meat cutting, wrapping, sharp 
freeze. C &. C Food Store, 
Grass Val^y. Oregon. 47tfn

MAY ELECCTRIC, electrical con­
tracting, Moro, Oregon, Phone 
722. 1® tin

Eureka I ami nr vo, 121 AA*.4bA.w 
Meets oi. the 1st M.IU 
dro Thursday evening* 
e«.n  mor.cn. Viaitu^ 
members «'ordially in 
vrted to meet with un 
Howard Ross, W. M.

H. B. Pinkerton, Secretary

Bethlehem Chapter No. 71k OJL9
Meets every second anu 
fourth Thursday lnssch  
month, visiting member« 
invited. Moro, Oregon

Betty Christianson, W.M. 
Elsie Jones, Secretary

BETTER INCOME. Greater . tax 
shelter may be bad through 
various high grade investment 
securities. Inquiries invited. J. 
W. DODD, TYGH VALLEY, 
ORE.Eastern Dregon Mgr. Wm. 
J. Collins* Co, Stocks, Bonds, 
Mutual Funds. Tax Exempt 
School and State bonds. Invest­
ment planning. 20tfn

EXPERIENCED farm worker de­
sires permanent work on wheat 
ranch. Elmer Terry, 814 N. E. 
72nd. Portland 16, Phone L I 
4802. 20-23p

Moro Ixxlge No. 113 I.O.O.F. 
Meets 1st and 3rd 
Tuesdays in I.O.O.F. 
lall. Transient and 
visiting brothers are 
jordially Invited 
C. O. Burnet, N.G.

Leo W atk.ns, Secretary

Lupine Rebekah Lodge 
deets 2nd and 4th 
Tuesdays of each 

month. Visiting 
members welcome 
Althea Burnet N. G. 
¡elen Martin, Sec.
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Ma'am, the way to his heart 
is easier if you have a

modern, automatic
ELECTRIC 

.. RANGE
Big.floodlighted ovens 
hold anything you want 
to bake, roast or broil 
. . .d o  it just right with 
c o n tro lle d  e le c t r ic  
heat.

Vow can do all the cooking for your family for an
^entire week for only about IfOf worth of electricity, 
here where electricity costs less ttyn  half the 
fjitional average.

Much easier, because the new, completely 
modern electric ranges make it so simple,

so easy to cook the things he likes 
just right every time. These modern 

miracles help even the best cooks 
improve their cooking skill. (And they make 

cooking a lot more fun, too!) Explaift 
all this to him — he’s bound to agree, 

and he’ll probably buy you one tomorrow!

•

P A C I F I C  P O W E R
A L I G H T  C O M P A N Y

Electricity’s cheap in Pacific Powwland

O
SEE YOUR ELEflR IC APPLIANCE DEALER FOR THE LATEST STYLES IN  M ODERN ELECTRIC RANO 1S


