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T he County; Its F  air 
Its R esources o£ L and 
a n d  R eliant Citizens

I t  w ould  seem a n a tu ra l ques­
tion  that w hen  one m entioned  
a eounty fa ir  u> ask, “ W h a t coun­
ty?

T hat would m ake a grpat deal 
of difference, A properous coun­
ty, one whose citizens w ere pro­
ducing ag ricu ltu ra l w ealth of 
sufficient quality  and quantity  to 
make its residen ts prosperou-t 
should l»e able to show better 
exhibits than  one not so* fortun­
ate or foresighted.

T h a t is one reason w h y  Sher­
man county has a good fa ir; It 
has good products to e xh ib it.

Anil naturally , any discourse 
about the Sherm an County Fair 
might well l>e preceded by some 
words about the county.

T h e  man shows w hat It looks 
like  on paper. I t  does not, and 
cannot show the depth of the  
John D ay anil Deachutes canyons, 
nor of Buck H o llow  or the Col­
u m bia  tha t set Sher m an county  
geographically ap«u*t from  the  
rem a in d er of the state and m ake  
it  an e n tity . Its  c itizens have  
more d iff ic u lty  than  most in as 
sociating w ith  those of o ther 
< ounties because someone has to 
cross a r iv e r  to v is it o r he visit 
eil.

T here is 531,200 acres in Sher­
man county according to the 
U. S. census. Of th is  acreage 
492,293 acres are in farm s, a per­
centage h igher by far than that 
of any o ther Oregon county. I; 
m eans th a t over 92 percent o' 
the county is p rivately  owned, 
rem arkable in a sta te  that has 53 
percent of its land in federal own 
ershlp.

Also there are 2i>l),tMM) acres of 
tillab le  land in the c o u n t i ,  near­
ly a ll farm ed by the su inm erfa l- 
low method w hich gives the  
county an annual crop ol' about 
I lo.ouo acres of w heat etch year. 
This  year it produced in excess 
of 30 bushels per acre— almost 
tw ice  the national average— for 
a county incom e from  w heat 
alone of more than SO.OOO.IMMI.

The sta te  departm ent of agri­
culture  estim ates that cattle  and 
livestock produce a quarter of the
annual Income. There are some 
businesses and salaries and wag­
es in addition to m ake the total 
income betw een $11,000,000 and 
$12,000,000, to restra in  the ten 
dency to tioast inherent in the 
advertising w riter. There are 
2271 persons who claim Sherm an 
county as home.

A highway runs the length of 
it and a highw ay crosses it along 
the Columbia. A secondary high 
way makes it possible to cross 
about the middle. County roads 
are well graveled. Towns are 
small. There w ere in 1948, 577 
farm s operated by 273 operators

F arm s are operated by trac­
tors. The horse that used to toil 
six days a week now runs free 
except a few hours on Sunday. 
But it is a d ifferent horse. The 
1(190 pound Belgian anil I’ercher- 
on has been superceded by he 
excitable thoroughbred and toe 
palomino, who inherited the buck­
sk in 's color but not the name.

Ho, you see, Its quite a county.

Ami well able to pcoduix* a 
good fa ir , w ith  good exhib its , 
good horses, good cuttle, good en­
te rta in m e n t. You'd th ink  it would  
he good, w ouldn't you.

It is.

P erhaps the feature that makes
it d ifferent from other 1fairs
around the country is its horse
races. W hereas othei ’ fails g<o in
for rodeo events a I most e;
sively Sherm an county adii eres
to its early  in teres t and g iven
m ajor prom inence to horse rae-
¡ng.

Not that (here I. n 't a n «leo.
Mac Barbour brings his li vesiLock,
his buckers and ride.«rs, and puts
on the show, just a:s he put s on
show s all over the west. And
they are good.

But in Sherm an < m inty the
farm ers  have a lw ays liked race
liorses. And they r im  them  at tin*
fail*. Anil at o ilie r fairs, too.
Sonic go Io  Portland and Santa  
A n ita  and Salem . The track is 
gooil, the liai ns a iuole, the in te r­
est high.

So the re 's  horse races. Not 
la ie s  run in between other 
events, in which an unannounced 
group of mixed riders come onto 
the track, s ta rt w ithout ceremony 
or equity, and run with effort 
hut no training. These are  horse 
races. Good ones, betw een well 
matched horses, well trained hor 
ses, brought on to the  track with 
order and on time, s ta rted  (prob 
ably w ith gates» carefully.

But the excure for holding a 
fair Is to show off the exhibits. It 
is the p rlre  pum pkin idea, old 
anil tr ite  as It Is. that makes a 
fait*. Sherm an county doesn't go 
in much for pum pkins although 
th e re  will lie some nice, smooth 
ones on display, grown by some

one who w ants to know wh it’s Cn 
their Thanksgiving pic.

go in fo r fat steer«.
The best ones are shown by

4-H • club children. Probably 
they 're  not perfect hut they are 
close enough to perfection to w .n 
grand cham pionships at the Pl 
and sta te  fair a good pari of the

Sometime« the st eers are >n liv e  its you nguters an op
am o x)*Trc w ith w e fac- portun itv  to prw luce som ething.
red hair and nine are vari show it In comp

but they are all fat . all win and learn to Io. e go :\.i f. r
id . all handled by veiry <a as the*ir abilities. the ir am bition
boy» and girls. the ir knowledge will t ike .hem.

u t  make.! the  bo. and 7 he calves, prett y ns they are,
«or. of display as well. are incidental to» the g re j .e r

tunate is the couritv thaf I Han of educating boys and girls.tuna'


