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DEMOCRACY

We Americans are inclined to
over use words until the mean
ing originally given them is lost.
The word “liberal” is an example
about which we have often writ-
ten. The word “democracy” may
be on the Way to the same fate.

Democracy, of course, 1is @
fcrm of government which the
F rench, who quickly followed us
in adoption of the theory, de-
fined as liberty of every individ
ual, equality for all, and broth-

erhood of human beings—the
liberte, equalite, fraternite— of
the revolution. It is assumed

under a democracy that the peo-

ple are sovereign, that is, have
original and full power of gov
ernment I'his theory opposed
the one that prevailed in the
middle ages that power came
from the Almight: and was
lelezated to kings who ruled by
divine right. '

T.e people or their delegates,
having written a constitution,

established a
cordance

government in ac-
with its provisions.
To continue democratic there
must be a legislature or congress
or parliament which
people, the right to vote for! all
freedom of

represents

peoplé and certain
voice and consclience SO the vot
ing would be the will of the peo
ple themselves and not of some
force acting through them
When peop'e say that one must
accept all socially In
order to be democratic they are
following the French ideal more
closely than the American, al
thouzh ail must be eqdal before
democracy.

peoples

the law B «ally

It may be an accident or It
may be a necessity that demo
cracies have grown along with
capitalism. Capitalism is an econ-
omic system that permits the
able to obtain greater rewards
than the lazy or inefficiont It is
not a system of governn ent- as
is democracy.

[t is likely that under
democracy there would
much equalization that the per
petually poor would make it Im
possible for anyone to get rich
Under pure capitalism the able
would soon get all the rewards
and let the poor become very
poor indeed, even though il
would stop the flow of wealth
on which capitalism feeds

In the United States the two
systems, one governmental and
one economic, have been so blen-
ded that everyone has more of
the world's goods than any
place in the world, We ‘.‘l.l\'().'b('
come more demod ratic in &:()‘hi'
ways although the capitalistic
cnt‘erprisc:«: have grown l;lrg(jr
year by year, havé accumulatéd
more power and, despite taxes
and governmental interference,
have made more money.

A definite threat to both cap,
jtaism and democacy is the
growth of government. Because
when government becomes a fac-
tor as government and not as a

\ pure
e sO

representative of the people i}
goes beyond democracy. Thus, if
government becomes a ruling

force by itself, we have a dicta-
torship by a group, an oligar-
chy. ‘Democratic theory is that
su;-h a group can be removed hl‘v
ballot. In actual practice that is
not so easy.

There I8 therefore danger in
government controls, danger
both to democracy and to capital-
jsm, danger to our form. of gov-
ernment and our form of econo-
my. Democracy was established
80 people could have freedom of
action in their own behalf: it
cannot be maintained if govern-
ment (federal, state, local) I8
given the authority the people
demanded when they established
the first democracies. Those
who hold that government
friend of the people are Wrong.
government is_the enemy of the
people and must be so consider-
ed if freedomn is to be retained.

CONGRATULATIONS
“Imitation is the

flattery.”
Therefore we think that Sher-

man county should congratulate
The Dalles and all of Wasco
county for their success in get-
ing The pPalles-Criterion road’s
name ¢changed to Federal High-
way No. 197.

It is, of course, a final admis
gion that Federal Highway No.
97 is a superior highway, with
fewer curves, fewer hitis and a
better view of scenery? Even

sincerest
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while oury neighbors 1o the west
have been protesting that The
DallesCriterion road was a
competitor in our own Federal
Highway 97, we knew that they
were _envious for they could
count curves and esl{mal.e gas
usage on hills as well as anyone,

Unfortunately change in - title
to Highway 197 will not improve
the road. There will still be Tygh
Ridge to climb and go down
curve after curce; there will be
descent into the Deschutes gorge

and the long = ascent to higher
ground. But progress has been
made: the official number Iis

similar to that of ‘the best road
from the high benches of Ore-
gon's interior to the Columbia.
The Dalles should be as happy
as the mother of a bride, a bride
who has just succeeded in chan-

uwmg her name,

WAYS AND MEANS

Oregonians who read last
week that the price of whiskey
and kindred spirits were to be
boosted at the request of the
legislature might have been sur-
prised that legislative action
would be so long delayed. Per-
haps most surprised were mem-
bers of the legislature. e |

The request came from the
ways and means committee, a’
joint affair with seven members
from the house and a lilke num
ber from the senate.

"This occasion is probably as
good as any to speak about the
ways .and means committee, an
example of an organization that
needs changing. There is nothing
wrong with the membership
which changes to some extent
from session to session and is
composed of hard working leg-
islators. Yet, because of legisla-
tive inertia, it has been allowed
to assume legislative authority
that really belongs to the entire
legislature

The ways and means commit-
really an appropriation
committee and does not have the
duty of raising funds as does
the federal committee of the
same name

Traditional membership of the
ways and means committee- is
one from Lane county (Univer-
sity of Oregon), one from Ben-
ton county (OSC), one from BSa-
lem (state government), one
from Portland (state offices) and
three others 'who are most often
chosen from Pendleton (state
hospital) l.a Grande (EOCE),
Klamath Falls, (OIT), with an
occasional outsider. The house
and senate committeemen Aare
named by the same rule,

Naturally a majority of the
members of such a committee
must be primarily interested in
getting appropriations, rot In re-
Cucing them. That is why the
taxpayer so often hears that
expenses must go up.

Legislators, themselves, must
take a share of the blame be-
cause they  follow the dictates
of the ways and means commit
tee almost slavishly. In fact, the
ways and means bills are not
brought out until the session Is
pretty well over, the budget Is
balanced and members are anxi-
ous to go home To defeat the
bills would be te deny any ap-
propriation to the agency whose
bill was defeated. To send them
back to committee often infuri-
ates the members who may at
tempt to retaliate against those
voting for referral or may re
fuse to take any action toward
economy. Members of the house
and senate do not have either
the opportunity or the will to
wade through long hours of
hearings about the budget items
which make up the appropria-
tions.

Individual members of the
ways and means committees of-
ten express themselves. as. feel-
ing that the total budget could
be reduced by sizeable amounts.
But it isn’t reduced.

The recommendation about
lHcuor was typical of the ways
and means committee. Mbney
raising is properly the function
of the taxation committees. Mon-
ey spending is the function of
the ways and means committee.
A recommendation from it
about money raising was impro-
per except as it might be made
by ways and means committee-
men of the legislature.

By rule and law the walys and
means committee is a joint com-
mittee, which it should "not be.

at saves time, but is an eva-
gion of a duty in a two house
legislature. There is some hope
that this may be changed and
probably the best assurance of
change would be a fuller under-
standing of the reasons for it

tee is

isa and against it om the part of the pop RENT:

taxpayer,. who must also realize
that legilative desire to hasten
the end of the session (and meet
public demand) is costing much
more than would a longer and
better session.
e ———pee el

If a citizen may make a sug-
gestion we hope that the county
court will send the newly ap
pointed assessor to Salem for a
week or more of Iinstruction
from the state tax commission.
Robert D. Maclean, the tax com-
missioner in charge of property
assessments, would be glad to
spend some time giving instruc
tion and the heads of the apprais-
al and engineering departments
would also be helpful. sl
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Snow Removal Costs Grow Fast

Now is snow time when the
maintenance crews of the state
highway commission commence
their annual million dollar battle
against King Winter to keep the
highways open and the traffic
rolling, both freight and passen-
ger, throughout the state.

Not too many, perhaps, have
seen the snow plows boring their
way -through the drifts in order
that the public may follow them
in relative comfort and safety.
Not all of those have stopped to
figure how big a chore this an-
nual battle has grown to be or
how important it is to the com-
fort and convenience of them-
selves and of the public general-
ly.

It was not such a task during
the winter of 1920 when the
maintenance boys first started
ghoveling snow During the per-
iod 1920-24 it cost but $51,787
to sweep off a portion of the
4317 miles then included in the
primary system of the state, the
tighting force was small and its
war machinery was scanty, But
in 1050 it was a different story
with 425 trucks an equal num-
ber of plows plus 29 “Big Boy"”
rotaries on the battle front. The
army, when the Ice got thick
wus Lhe entire maintenance Crew.

In 1932 the secondary high-
wadys joined the state highway
family, the total mileage incréas-
ed to 6,628 miles and the cost of
keeping both primary and secon-
dary highways open boosted to
$148.664 during that winter.

Judging from the record the
winters of 1937 and 1938 'were

———— s S——— R A—

Want A

FOR SALE: 8 . complete plow
bottoms, model 66, cast, John
Deere, new shares and used
shares and all parts, including,

extra moldboards. Tex Irzyk.,
Moro, Oregon. 50tfn
HELP WANTED: We offer an

opportunity to establish your-
selt in a permanent, dignified
(business. Excellent profit. We
will finance you. Give fyll par-
ticulars about yourself first
letter. Write The J. R. Watkins
iCo., 137 Dexter Ave., Seattle 9,
Wash. 5-10¢

NEED AN ALL-PURPOSE C.m'
Then see the Willys Station
Wagon on display at WILLIS
MOTOR CO. Allsteel body, over-
drive, plenty of carrying capacity
means safety, economy and prac-
tical transportation. Also New
Four Wheel [irive JEEPS, PICK-
UPS and STATION WAGONS.
Contact WILLIS MOTOR for Wil
lys-Overland Sales, Service, Parts
and Accﬁrm. West Ol:l.umbu
River Highway, The Dalles,
0. S ™

CUSTOM SLAUGHTERING —
Meat cutting, wrapping, sharp
freeze. Rring them In any dav
but Sundav. C & C Food Store.
Grass Valley, Oregon. 21tfe

2.bedroom house,
bath, living room and two car
garage. Phone 9522, The Dal-
les, Oregon. Sc-tfn

BLIT<

WEINHARD
FOR ME!’

tough and it dug a total of $549,
973 out of the maintenance bud-
get to keep a part of the 7,032
miles of primary and secondary
highways dug out of the snow.
And, in 1949 and 1950 old King
Boreas suré gave the mainten-
ance gang a bad time and cost it
more money. In 1949 it cost $888,.
889 to keep the 45805 miles of
primary highways open and an-
other $996,320 to do the job in
1950, It cost $483,159 to clear
the 2508 miles of secondary high-
ways during these last two
years; a combined total of $2,
367,868 for the two winters.

All in all it has cost an accum-
ulated total of $7,455228 to
sweep the snow off Oregon high-
ways during the 33 years the
highway commission has been
tackling the job of keeping traf-
fic rolling, storm or shine.

RUFUS ITEMS

"Rufus high school opened  its
1951-562 season with an Impres-
sive 4631 victory over Dufur
here Saturday night. Jack Ste-
ward once again showed the way
with a point total of 28 points.
Paul Backburne, however, sup-
plied the necessary spark that
turned the game into a solid win
by rallying the team in the sec-

ond hag,
C Parsons held his breath

when“AY Blake and Buzz Brand
fouled® out early in the game
and this handicap, plus the fact
that George Foy Jr. was out with
the flu, made the triumph even
more gratifying.

Dufur was an aggressive op-
ponent with a good deal of spirit,
but the welloiled quintet from
Rufus showed the way all the
way. The remainder of the sea
son may be a bit more rocky,
however, wih Arlington and Con-

don games looming in the near

Just like the

GOOD

OLD DAYS!

ENJOY THIS

:future.

‘ Blake, 0; Douglas 2, Steward 28;

TO BE REMEMBERED EVERY

WEEK SEND
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FOR CHRISTMAS

AR

SMALL OIL HEATERS
for that cold kitchen or bunk

"
The lineup for Rufus was'”

,

Brand 2: Blackburne 10; and the
subs Riggs 0; G. Eaton 2 N.

Katon 0; Fox 2, s float valves, L
—— $52.50 lesss tank
DISTINCTIVE FUNERAL | BARNEY'S
SERVICE WITHIN THE

HARDWARE & ELRCTRIC

. . N TRV T e
MEANS OF GRASS VALLEY

ALL

SMITH-CALLAWAY
BHAPEL

Leonard R. Smith

Bethlehein Chapter Ne. .3 0.ES
Meets every second ana
fourth Thursday ineach
month; visiting members
invited. . Moro, Oregon
Gwen Ross, W. M.
Naonu Van Utlder, Secretary

The Dalles, Oregon
Paone 3135
s oo

LEGAL NOTICES
NOTICE OF FINAL
SETTLEMENT

Notice is hereby given that
Floye Coleman, admx. of the
Iistate of Pernila A. Siscel, dec.
has filed her Final Report and

) | sMoro Lodge No. 113 LO.O¥
Meets 1st and 3rd
Tuesdays in LO.O.F,
pall. Trans:ent N
visiting brothers are
cordialiy invitea to
meet with us.

Farl Gentry, N. G.

Leo Watkins, Secretary

Account, petition for distribu- Lapine Rebekah Lodge No. 116
tion and discharge, in said Es Meets 2nd and 4th . 5 '
tate, and that Monday the 24th Tuesdays of each

day of December 1951, at the month. Vi:;tgg

hour of Ten OiClock A. M. in the emDers

County Court room, in the Coun- Gladys Morrison, J

ty Court House, at Moro, Sher- NG

man County, Oregon, has*® been Helen Martin, Sec.

fixed as the time and’ place for
hearing of objections to said
Final Report and Account, and
the settlement thereof.

Floye Coleman

Administratrix
John M. Stapleton )
Attorney for Admx. H B
The Dalles, Oregon 2-5¢

Eureka Lodge No. 121 AF. & A0
Meets on the 1st and
3rd Thursday evenings
each month. Visitina
members cordially in-
vited to meet with us
Donald Martin, W.M.
Pinkerton. Secretary

Do you remember V£
this picture? =

It you are an adult American you do. It is a picture
of Pearl Harbor ted years ago.

On December 7, 1941, we were caught weak and
unprepared in the Pacific, inable to defend our har-
bors, our ships and sailors, our airfields and airmen,
our soldiers and marines.

This must not happen again.

And we cannot ask the men and women of our
armed services to do the defense joh alone. We must
make defense our job, too. It is our job to build up
and maintain America’s economic strength as it is
theirs to take care of her military power.

Only our job is easier. For we can do it by buying
U. S. Defense Bonds regularly. With bonds and
other forms of saving we build up our own personal
financial security. And it is the financial stability
of every one of us that determines the strength of
our economy. Remember that strength is doubly
important now. Because today peace is for the strong.

So buy bonds and buy them regularly . . . through
the Payroll Savings Plan where you work or the
Bond-A-Month Plan where you bank. Start now!

i

wn b “

The U.S. Defense Bonds you buy
give you personal financial independence

-

Don't forget that bonds are now a better buy than ever.
Because now every Series E Bond you own can automati-
cally go on earning interest every year for 20 years from
date of purchase instead of 10 as before! This means that
the bond you bought for $18.75 can return you not just $25—
but ak much as $33.33! A $37.50 bond pays $66.66. And so
on. For your security, and your.country’s, too, buy U. 8.
Delfense Bonds now! Bankers recomménd them as one of
the salest forms of investment.

Peace is for the strong...
Buy U. S. Defense Bonds regularly

" B The U. 8. Government does not pay fur this advertising The
Uepariment thanks, for ihev pair wise donation, the “m" mﬁ‘

ey
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