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FAXATION PROBLEMS

HB 131 would remove all the
‘ ti to the corporate ex-
tax. There are some 14 of
of which about half are

erned with churches and hos-

and similar associations
eldom, if ever, make mon-
through. a gift of prop-
yme other source,
as the Campbell ranch in
Montana now owned by a church

| some examples in Oregon.
A re-definition of “buginess in
’ an cure most of these a-
¢ o that such exemptions
he left in the bill without
nger. Actually; if such organi-
tion never made any money
would not be so active . to
that their exemption was re
Legislatores who have
pent - day® in t he hospitals are
lined to define -them as
gynary institutions, -#ot at

per day.

ythers exempted in the present
yw are - cooperatives, many of
which' really do not make any
money, owners of sky scrapers
wnd utilities. From these the .es-
timate is that the state could
raise gsome $2.000,000 per Yyear

There are cooperatives in near
v evervy county and the utilities
operate in every county but  the

skv scrapers are centered in few
towns and are thus more politl-
callv vulnerable

The bullding owners base” their
claim for exemption on the fact
that so large a part of their ex-
pense is In real property
and this is provable

The utilities base their
for rontinued exembtion on
inefficiency of county AsSesSOrs.
Thev say that becausg
arn neenssed hy  the state
rommigeion they" are

claim

tv and. in fact, pay as much tax-
es to countyv and city
paid a corporation tax

equal basis

on

press purpose of

sessments between local assess

- Editor

taxes

the

utilities
tax
assessed at
a higher rate than other proper-

as if they
an
The state tax com-
mission has an egualization ratio
given to each county for the ex-
equalizing as-
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~ CONGRATULATIONS! KIDS

The Moro boys have won the
district ~championship ‘for the
first time in a long history. Able
boys and good coaching have ac-
complished the trick and both
are to the credit of the  school
dand communities involved.

The school has achieved . dis-
tinction in football before .and
has appeared in football games of
sectional competition. We didn’t
do badly either although not win-
ning.

Now we are at the top of the
district in basketball and with a
team that will certainly be a
credit in the “B"” competition In
Salem next week. A reading of
the list of schools to compete in
the ‘tourney brings no fear to the
local competitors. We might even
win the entire battle and emerge
victorious. throughout the state.

We surely have the size and
weight and the Guality has been
proven. If the team can remain
calm and organized Moro will re-
turn home with the banner.

There certainty that there
will be a goodly group of follow-
ers to Salem to see the games;
the boys may be certain of local
support. Sherman county has al-

is

ways followed its athletic teams
and support morally and finan
cially has not been lacking.

Probably teams as good as will

at Salem have already been
encountered and a steady perfor-
mance will make the team show
well. here's hoping

be

hearings about HB131. It is hard
to overcome a strong defense in
the legislature although it can be
done if there is time to explain
the case. In taxation it is doubly
hard because the system of asses-
in -Oregon is not - exactly
simple and the tax system itself
hysteria. The defense needs
to arouse doubts, not ex-

ment

is
only
plain.
It ay be
make petty

that it is better to
reforms rather than
the badly needed sweeping ones
but they are never satisfactory
and often cause more unfairness
than cureds What Oregon
needs is the removal of exemp-
tiohs and offsets in taxation. But
Oregon has gone on so long with
these exemptions and has includ
ed so many of them that to at
tack them is to incite the whole
business world.

Yet it is unfair to take away
one exemption at a time and ex-
pose oné group to excise taxation
when it is no more guilty than
the others.

PORTABLE RADIOS.

Perhaps the invention that has
disturbed the peace as much as
any other has been the portable
radio. Some folks would as soon
be without their purse and the
younger set would much rather
be without their hats. (actually a
hat costs as much.)

They play them in busses, on
the beach and fn hotel rooms, be-

m

is

ors and its own appraigers ing uneasy unless there is the

Really the defense of the utili- continual chatter of words or
ties 1s an attack on -the state's the cachiphony of modern mus

ahuid, ie, (sic)
assessment methods.

What will be done about it can- ml:ir:h"":n:;a:l’fm““’ﬂ::" {.I’l?l ”}‘;
not be known for the committee caticﬂilgtf Sthraly it 'm:i read
has started consideration of a ", ... ;‘ c:eemi‘: i‘h“‘wp m;v
mass . of minor administrative ' ) ' gy . '
bills after a month of make all our decisions to the ac

almost

companiment of words instead of
by splemn thought. Well, maybe
thinking is too sad a
thésé days anvway.

VISITING IN PORTLAND

Mrs. Daisy Byers accompanied
Clarence Sparling to Portland
last Friday to visit her daugh-
ters, Mrs. Sparling and Mrs. Hen-
rv Norton. She went on to Cor-
vallis to spend some time with
her granddaughter Donna Spar-
ling, who is a freshman at OSC.
Mrs. Byers and Mr. Sparling re-
turned home the middle of the
week

pastime
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NEW TAX

They want to tax life insur-
ance.

Not the life insurance com-

panies but the widows and or-
phans who hope to live from the
life insurance husbands and fath-
ers have paid for.

It is possible that the compan-
jes could afford to pay for some
of the additional cost of govern-
ilent brought on by inflation and
careless handling of public funds
on behalf of the shiftless and
ne'erdowells, but it is almost cer-
tain that the recipients of the in-
surance income should not have
to pay.

Argument is made by the life
insurance companies that life in-
surance is a sort of restitution
made for the loss encountered
because by a death of a bread
winner who would have in many
cases earned the sum . resulting
from life insurance had he lived.

An exemption is proposed that
no tax would be imposed on pre-
miums below $50,000 which puts
it in a class of those who take
good care of their dependents.

It is the” old policy of taxing
those in the high -brackets first
and later dropping it to include
everyone after the principle has
been established. The divide and
conqueg, school, if you remember.,
There is new deal policy to the
effect that a man who I8 able to
aside $50,000 for his widow
and children is able to pay taxes
on that sum, whether he lays it
in insurance policy or oth-
er form of wealth.

May tax the
ing people forever in order to
help support the shiftless and
gpending portion of society? Nat
urally if this goes on long enough

sel

aside

we able and sav-

there will be no hble and saving
because they will join the shift-
less and spending

Mayhe we should eliminate the

able classes of soclety

Soon, rof course, the limit pro-
posed of $50,000 wWould be re-
duced to $25,000 and to $10,000

until everyone would havg to pay
on their life insurance ‘policies
and the final refuge of those who
would try to protect their loved
ones would be removed and the
trustworthy element of soclety
would be eliminated through tax-
ation for ever.

DREGRHEES TO BE GIVEN
AT RUFUS GRANGE HALL

(By Mrs. George L. Fox)

Rufus Grange met Thursday
evening with Master Andy Eng
berg presiding. Vern Lantz, state
grange deputy, was a visitor at
the meeting, which 18 members
attended.

Mrs. Rolland Johnson announc
ed the next Home Economics
meeting will ber March 8 at, the
home of Mrs. Walt Morris with
Mrs. Will Huck as co-hostess. It
was also announced the grange
is ‘sponsoring a dance and basket
soclal at the grange hall March
17. The proceeds will be used for
fixing the grange kitchen.

The master announced that the
third and fourth degrees will be
put on at the next regular meet-
ing of the grange.

The lecturer had a program on

income tax and other taxes. Bill
Huck and Harland McDonald
gave a skit on income tax. Mr.

and Mrs. George Fox also put on
a skit.

The women of the grange serv-
ed supper at the close of the

meeting. -

L *

DEGREES CONFERRED

Harland View ‘Grange put on
the first and second degrees at
their regular meeting Saturday
night. Candidate from Rufus
were Mr. and Mrs. Mike O'Brien,
Mr. and Mrs. G. Galloway, Eve
lyn Bower and Mrs. Sarah Gian-
nonattl.
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PROTECT
YOUR

penny a day.

VALUABLES

“UIT'S BUKD OREGON TOOITHER"

First National
Safe Deposit Box

Enjoy the security that goes with having
valuables protected in a First National
safe deposit bax. Costs little more than a

SI'IERMAN COUNTY IMNCH
Fl&ST NATIONAL BANK

OF PORTLAND

Mambar
Federal Deposit
Insurance

Cerporation

LEGISLATIVE
COLUMN

ot e
By Giles L. French

The simplest and most concise
and probably the most accurate
to date of the several complla-
tions about Oregon income and
outgo was given to the house tax-

ation committee by John Hay,
tax commission attorney

It goes like this: 3

million

Budget - 1951-53 biennium.. 180.4

1951-52 needs 86.9

Income:

transfers, ete. 14.6
income tax 28.0
execise tax 18.0
misec. recpts 6.2

total 66.5 66.8

20.1

Income and excise surplus, &
8 million, which when the 1951-
52 deficit is deducted, leave:
million in the kitty.

illion
1952-53 needs 93.5
Income:
transfers, etc. 14
income tax 28
excise 19.(
misc. recpts. 6
total 6 63.3
30.2
Deducting the 117 1 on left
from the first year of | bien-
nium leaves 185 million which
will fall on property 952-53.
That is about 11.6 mil
The above can
be changed if the
ways and means
commitiee ¢ uts
the budget, if it
raises if other
taxes are levied,
if other funds
are found In
fact some other
funds can be
used to cut the
total but .other
appropriation 8
may bhe made
also.
The immenence of a state tax

on property after ten years should
stir farmers and other property
owners to insist that the consti-
tutional amendment which has
passed the house be similarily
treated in the senate. The people
would then have a chance to vote
on it in November 10562

Iminking of the senate about
taxes is mot known so far. It is
known that senate leadership sel-
dom accepts other thinking than
its own.

Economy djdn’'t stand up so
well in the eighth round and per-
haps the most telling blow was
the passage of the highway bond
program in the senate. The theory
that the highway commission
should issue bonds which are to
paid for out of income from
the federal government sounds
very sensible if someone will as-
sure the taxpayers that the people
wil let highway construction
stop for a four to six year period
while the bonds are being paid
off. If this is not done the com-
mission will have few funds for a

be

~1 period in the future and that may

mean additional gas taxes or oth-
er taxes of some kind. Permitting
big trucks to tear up the high-
ways while paying small fees has
brought on some serious wear and
tear but it is dubtful if the people
are vet willing to bulld heavy
roads for truck use

This is undoubtedly the hard-
est working bunch of legislators
gathered in Salem for many
years. Almost all important com-
mittees hold some night meetings
which means that there is five
hours per day spent on the sub-
ject, not every day, of course,
but once or twice a week. Be-
cause apartments may be obtain-

ed most legislators live about
town instead of in hotels and
few have telephones. There is

more work to do
divided because of the big truck
and logging truck bills, the utll-
ity tax bills. The farm lobby is
ineffective and even the school
lobby has been reading Dale Car-
negie's book because of the flood
of criticlsm caused by the meth-
od of passing the $30 basic school
increase,

Committee hearings have OC-
casionally been exeiting with
flare of heated tempergs and there
was one arm swinging which the
papers called a fight. There may
be more of it because tempers do
grow shorter as a session prog-
resses. Also there is-lots of ill-
ness, many have a sort of flu that
often requires hogpitalization,
home treatment, drugs or similar
action before the victim is nor-
mal again. Probably a week of
eastern Oregon sunshine ‘would
clear up a lot of sffuffling heads,
but instead there is rain,
drizzles and a cold damp SnoOw.

Homer Belshee and a friend of
Portland were dinner. guests of
Mr. and Mrs. Roy Belshee Sun-
day.
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" cious hostess to about

L.obbyists are :

'THEY WIN TOP 4—1-1 HONORb DORIN WILBURN

A week of citizenship training in the -nation’s capital is in store
for these 4-H club members, from left: Francis Reynolds, 18, Prineville;

Deloris ' Sell, 20, Riverton;

Kathleen Johnston, 19, Klamath Falls; and

Ronald Baker, 16, Ione. State 4-H Leader L. J. Allerr led off National
4-H Club Week bymnoundn:t.hu they will attend the 21st National

4-H Club Camp in Washington, D. O,

next summer. As represent-

atives of Oregon's 28,000 4-H club members, they wére chosen for lead-
ership, scholarship, and general 4-H achlevement.

PAST MATRONS CLUB HAVE
PLEASANT EVENING

Mrs. Roy Belshee was a gra-
15 past
matrons, of the 0.E.S. at a des-
sert luncheon meeting of the
club last Thursday night.

For the dessert and coffee, the
guests were seated at a large ta-
ble decorated with a pretty flow-
er trellised centerpiece flanked
by tall tapers.

Mrs. Eugene Amidon presided
at a short business meeting, af-
ter which bridge and canasta
were played. Mrs. Truman
Strong won the prize for high
gscore at bridge and Mrs. Darwin
Van Gilder at canasta. Mrs. Har-
ry Pinkerson was awarded the
door prize.

Hureka Lodge No. 121 AF. & AM
Meets on the 1st and
8rd Thursday evenings
each monch. Visiting
members cordially in-
vited to meet with us
Donald Martin, W.M.

H Pinkerton, Secretary

Moro Lodge No.
Meets 1st and 3rd
Tuesdays in 1.O.O.F.
hall. Transient and
visiting brothers are
cordially invited to
meet With us.

Marvin Howell. N.G.
Leo Watkins, Secretary

Lapine - Rebekah Leodge No. 116
Meets 2nd and 4th B
Tuesdays of each
month. Visiting
members welcome
Gladys Morrison,
N.G.

Helen Martin, Sec

Bethlehem Chapter No. 7T8. O.E8
Meels evely sécond ahu
tfourth Thursday ineach
month; visiting members
invited. Moro, Oregon

Gwen Ross, W. M.
Naomi Van Gllder, Secretary

B
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Adams Paint Store

Third & Union St

The Dalles =t Oregon
Paint - Wallpaper - [Venotian
Blinds

GENERAL PAINT [PRODUCTS
Heavy Kote - one coat finish

Flex - Colorful decorator
Rayonite, washable smooth finish

(")
ﬂ,..m&oﬁ“

home
OO KELLY AVR
‘A name closely asso-
clated In the public

mind with dependability

Mr. and Mrs. Marcus Eslinger
of Grass Valley were hosts for a
pinochle party given last Satur-
ddy evening in the banquet room
of Hotel Moro. There were five
tables playing and high scores
were held by Mrs. Bernard Mar-
tin and Ivan Blagg. John Reck-
man and Mrs. Norris Gilkison re
celved consolation prizes.

Well Drilling Contractor
,T}.._. DALLES, OREGON

Phone 3729, 518 W, TthSt

“The greatest truths
are the simplest;
and so are

the greatest men.”
—A. W. Hare

For
moderate
refreshment ..

Light

OLYMPIA

“Tth the Water”

Al

Ou\rn-

Olympia Brewing Co., Olympia, Wash,, U. 5. A, -9

e oee v e o o 0.0"0-0‘-‘000‘00000

Beefo’s

Beefo’s

- Best Wishes

-

At the

Beefo’s

CAPITAL

§
-

To All
4-H
Club

Members

BEEFO’S

CITY, Moro, Oregon

Beefo’s
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MOST PEOPLE SAY:

WITZ WD NHARD COMPARY, FONTLAMND, OFEGOMN

tonightl Try Old

$3.60 5th

$2.25 pt

3 the whlskey that's
Cheertty as its Mome"

Taste it once—and you'll want to
broadcast to your friends your
discovery of cheerful Old Sunny
Brook: Since 1891, this fine Ken-
tucky whiskey has been pleasing
millions. Tune in on real pleasure

TOOK FOR THIS WATCHMAN
ON EVERY BOTTLEy

Sunny Brook.




