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SCHOOL BILLS

There are several. school bills
in the legislature and of thes: the
ones having to do with taxation for
school purposes "are most impor-
tantand approximately are reeeiv-
ing the greatest amount of atten-
tion. .

The purpose of most of these
bills is to rmise more money for
schools of the state or at least ic
make more money avaHable to
them. The teacher’s bills, so salled
because the OSTA was the moti-
vating force behind them, ar: all
designed to increase school moneys
sent to the schools from the state
treasury. They contain no element
of reform of the outrageously in-
efficient_school system of financing.
“‘Nor do they contain any word
sbout better educational opportu-
fities for the children, a dereliction

; that teachers should not permit.

It now seems probable that thc
taxstion and revenue committec’s
bill to equalize school taxes
through each county will pass. The
lawyers have been working on it
and have finally decided that 4its
constitutionglity can be defended.

Although the bill is long its pro-
visions are simple. A rural school
board is set up with the sole duty
to levy the school tax which shall
be equal on all taxable property in
the county.

Maps of the school districts in
many of the ecounties are available
and they show a districting thal
eannot be defended from any
standpoint. Taxes vary from noth-
ing to 60 mills within some coun-
ties. It has been said that the only
thing that is standard in our schoo!
system is the children. Everything
pise varies within the narrow lim-
its of each small district; taxes,
millage, school facilities.

This condition hardly comports
provision
for a school system that will qive
equal opportunity to aM children.

In addition to this bill it seems
likely that the legislature will en-
act some legislation %o give more
funds to the schools. The departure
of teschers for war and for indus-

conquered hr;'lury. tries paying war time wages nas

caused the price of teaching to go
up and teachers who once taught
for $100 per month now get $200.
(However the schools are nat the
q\tlmloyau who must increase
pay to employes, and probably
school costs have not risen by a
greater percentage than have
pbsts in industry and agriculture.
+ The cost of farm labor is much
Mb every-
go back to their pre-

dchool gets full value for its dollar.

This means that some reorganiza-

tion - must be made to achieve
man-
t. AH educators are in fa-
vor of this reorganization. Since
Governor Sprague’s bills in the
1939 sesion asking school district

tion, and actual consoH-
tion, the metter has been before
legislature, It is time some of
were passed. Eweryone
except ‘the few who main-
state department, the grange,
rintendents, administratons,
ying groups all are for some
in the present district sys-
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s in Newspaper Office
.and Mrs. A, L. Mallery ar-
last week from Salem and
be at the Sherman Countly
Journal office for a few weeks

ai!:

proper in the dem- i, My And Mrs. Giles French

are in Selem for the legislative
session. The Mallerys are exper-
newspaper people haviryg
shed papers in Douglas coun.
ty Tiamogk and Klamath Falls.
are living at the Moro hote:.
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{ A BELL

for ADANO

by John Hersey .

f WNU Service,

SYNOPSIS®

CHAPTER I: The American troops an
rived at Adano, a seaport In Italy, with
Major Victor Joppolo, the Amgot officer
in charge. Bergeant Leopard Borth, an
MP, was to be in charge of security.
The Major set out immediately t6. win
the friendship of the citisens, and to im-
prove their living conditions.

¥
I

CHAPTER 1I: The first duties of M
jor Joppolo, after posting the civil #
structions, was to find out what the cil
zens needed the most. He soon detd
mined to replace their bell which 1
Germans had taklen. The he founy
was the very symbol of life.

<n the priest had left, Giusepp
said in his brand of English: "Yo
doing okay, a boss. All you got 1
do now is fix a food."
- “Yes,” said Major Joppole, *‘fond.
Major Joppoio ooked down &t his
desk and saw Craxi's telegram, He
undid the safety pin and unfoldéd
the paper and read:
*To Franklin D, Reosevelt, Capi
tol Building. Washington, D. C. Fre

mente di giola per la liberta da mol

to tempo attesa che | vostri valoros
soldati anno dato alla eitta d’Adanc
stop vi prego accettare | sentimenti
sinceri della mia gratitudine ¢ ri-
conoscenza. Antifascista Giovanni
La Concetta fu Craxi."

“Gluseppe,” the Major sald, “let’s
see how good you are as an Inter-
preter. Now, this is for Predident
Roosevelt. You must make it as
eloquent as you can. What does it
say?"

“*To Frnnkliq D. Roosevell and a
80 forth," said Giuseppe. ‘'‘Crazy
with joy because of a liberty so long
time awaited which your brave a
soldier have a give to a town of
Adano. What's a stop?”

“That's just the end of a sen-
tence, Giuseppe.”

“End a sentence. 1 beg a ybu
accept a sincere sentiments of my
gratitude and a recognition. Signed
a this Craxi. You going to deliver
it, a boss?"

‘‘Sure,’’ the Major said, "'the Pres-
ident will be glad to hear.”

Mercurio Salvatore, crier of the
town of Adano, took a little tigpe to
show up, because he had to gef into
his uniform. His face was happy
when he did arrive, because hq had
thought that his erying days re
over. Having been a voice of
cism
\hat the newcomers would not want
his loud shouts. He had takea his
uniform off and hidden it in the
house of Carmelina the wife of Fat-
ta. He had then awkwardly pa-
raded himself in civilian clothes and
the people, having seen him in uni.
form for seventeen years, laughed
at him.

"“Where Is the crier?” they asked
each other in his presence.

‘‘He has disappeared into the
clothes of Fatta which do not fit
him." they shouted, and laughed.

Therefore Mercurio Salvatore was

for seventeen years, he thought -
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Joppolo sald: “The procia.
will be posted Lefore five
_# this afternoon ~ ;
5. rio Sllv;_lnu\-' said: “'Yes,

»*% dajor.” and left
£ pecked ‘up Ais drum where he'
utd left it outside the Major's ofMce.

Ordinarily he Wad made his Arst
cry in the Plazzas Progresso, right
in frant of the Palazzo, but this time
"% Wi self-conscious, and wanted

haw a lew tries before crying

‘Mo arshot of thesMajor There-

1.«@ b went first 1o the park oppeo-

Cuthedral " =

y'ed his ‘drum fong and

;¢ " » deep breath Blood and

2t ed into his throal. and lils

x ared Well you laughed:

7 cah see thal Mercurid Sal

\ & #sull your crigr The Amer:

§ . ¢ _2e (riends of Mercuria Sai-

vaw <. The Americans wish (o be
your friends. " Yéu have been -

iexpecting the Americans for some
time, but did you expedt the changes
which would cose +#+r the Ameri-

id you } . 99y they were
v chany *“things “afler
ne® Did ~_'w that they
e Y- e @ e practically
)1, exvept i crien? Well,

ir 1 here u tell you this.''

A “eiturio Satvatore flled his
} 11 -bellowed: *Opposite me
: v elina the ‘wife of Fatta
) ol her house. I also see the
i a lea sgainst the wall
_..% " _te's house. The crier wishes
Sk Carmelina” for storage of
* __ c=_sorm during the difficult time

or. had not come.
The Mister Major, at that .mo-
ment, was sitting in his office bav-
ing a breakfast of fruit and discuss-

ing with Borth and with the usher .
¢hurch,

Zitq, who never went to. :
the matter of the bell.' Major Jop-
polo_ skt with his feet on the
desk eating fruit. Borth sat on
ehd of the desk also esting, and
the little Zito stood at attention in
front of i, mot eating but wishing
he were.

Borth gajd: *“As usual, Major,
you're letting your heart rup; your
head. Forget the bell and clean up
the alleyway. This is .too asentl
mental, this bell business.”

The Major said to Zito in Italian:
“Zito, exactly when was the bell tak--
en away?" g 5

Zito sald promptly, without bav-
ing to think it over: "“June the four-
teenth. It was the day when Mayor
Nasia fined me three thousand lira
for lesving my Atlas open at the
page of Nerth America. I used to
read My Atlas In dull hours outside
the door there, and that day I left
it open at North America. Like
everyone else, Mayer Nasta knew
the Americans. were coming here. It
made him nervous. He thought I
was mocking him. He fined me six
months' pay."

The Major sajd: “June fourtpenth,
almost exaetly a month.”

Zito said: *'It took them two days
to take -the" bell down. They used
six sets of block gnd. tackle. Then
it took anowfer day to crate it. They
started taking i{ down on the elev-
énth and fnally carted it away on

of the invasion. He wishes also to *the fourteenth.”
address » few words ‘to her lazy  The Muajor sdid: “The fourteenth,”

“~war . It is unfortunate, lazy Fut-
4g you never learned to read
:#  bag that you Were too sioth-
4 Jemorize the lgiters of the
‘#¢¢ . his aftermeon you weuld
s d a chance tp read of the
.ngs. which our (friends the

_Zzalears intend to .bring abecut

bere In Adano, i

CHAPTER IV

“You could have read the procla-
mations which our friends will post,
Fatta. You would got bave had
anything to lean against while read-
ing because the proclamations will
be posted on the wall§ upon which-
you depend. The hour.of the read.
ing, that is to say about five o'clock,
would have been bad for you. be-
cause it is the hour when you are
overcome with energy and are able
to lift a bottle of wine to your lips

“But the others will read, Fatta
They will learn thal the Americams
are our friends. They will learn of
the changes. They will know wha!
to do. They will avoid the punish-
ments. For them, Adano will be a
new town, and lifé will be different.
For you, it will be the same. You
will do wrong, and you will be pun-
ished Adano will still be a place of
fear,

“Look at the lazy Fatfa, people!
Do not be like him Read the
prociamations Acqgulint - yoursell
with the new Adano! | have cried.”
" And Mercurio Salvature moved
the drum around behind him and
marched off 1o the several other
places convenient for shouting. and
in his own way he told the people
about the changes which were to
come.

Father Pensovecchio could not re-
member when se many people had
come to the Church of San Angelo.

It was a pleasure, certainly it was
a pleasure, to have so many come to
the Chureb of San Angelo.

But now Father Pensovecchio had

happy and grateful when He pre-, ® thought which made him very un-

sented himself to Major Joppolo.

I kiss your hand,”" he sald In his
h

"I ‘
am glad to be able to serve you and, should - not ¢

What « the Mister Major
ne? Think of the

Think of how the other

easy

shame.

y volce. Indoors he had learned | Priésts would luugh. Think how this

to speak In a kind of whisper, be.[jVvanity, this large crowd, would com-
cquse he knew the strength of his pllil’l.. Think of how his own faith-

throat.

ful would flock on later Sundays to

Mercurio Salvatore stood before[ithe other churches. Think of preach-
Major Joppolo in tawdry splendor. JlIng to empty pews.

‘He wore a uniform of the eighteenth

century, and looked as if he had
been wearing it ever since that time.
The tights had once been blue, but
now they were a light and spotted
gray. The turn-back coat had once
been lined with red silk, but the silk
had long since fallen apart, and Car-
melina the wife of Fatta had re-
placed it with sacking from the sul-
phur refinery which she had dyed
purple with grépe juice, but the
pyple had washed out in the first
few rains, so that now Mercurio
Salvatore was a walking advertise-
ment of Cacopardo Sulphur.

It Major Joppolo had been any
other American officer, he would
have laughed outright at Mercurio
Salvatore.

He said: '‘Crier, I have a job for
you.' I must explain this to you:
the Americans are different from
the Fascists. They ard different in
many ways. For this reason there
will be guite a few changes in Ada-
no. [ hope that they will be changes
for the better.”

Mercurio Salvatore sald: “Yes;
Mister Major,”” to show that he
would remember every word of it

The Major saild: “In order to ex-
plain some of these changes, I am
going to post at various prominent
places around the town a nuymber of
proclamations, which will make ev-
erything clear.  All | want you to do
is to tell people to read these
proclamations. Impresd on them
that the penalties for not obeying
the proclamations will be severe
That is all.”

Mercurio Salvatore looked disap
pointed. ‘“That is not much fto
shout,” he said.

Major Joppolo said: **Shall I name
a new crier?”

J Mercurio Salvatore sald quickly:
“Oh no, Mister Major, T will make
something beautiful of what you

** was already five minutes past
acolvie had gl

but he was thinking. He was think-
ing so hatd that he bad [orgotien
all about going to church.

In the Churech of San Angelo,
meanwhilé, Father Pensovecchio
was growing frantiec Most of the
heads in his crowd, his lovely
crowd, kept turning toward the door
instead of faping the silver crucifix
which survived the fire of 1553

In his ofMfice Major Joppolo said:
“They . took the bell away on the
fourteenth of June That is a month
less two days That is not so much
time. Considering how things are
done in our Army, perhaps not much
has been done with the bell Where
was it sent, Zite?"”

Zito said:” “To the provincial gov-
ernrhent a! the town of Vieina-
mare.”

Major Joppolo said: “‘Perhape it
got no farther. Perhags the bell is
stil) sitting In [ts-crate in Vicina.
mare.””

Zito grew excited: ‘Do ‘you think
that is possible?” he asked.

The Major sald: *'It is mbh.
We must find out.”

And he twok a plece of foolscap
from his brief case and began a
letter:

“To: 1t

Col. R N Sartorius,,

C.A.0., Vicinamare. Prov. of Vicina- -

mare.

“From: Major V Joppelo, C.A.O,,
Adano, Prov. of Vicinamare.

“Re: Bell pelonging to town of
Adano.

“Undersigned would very; much
appreciate your initiating investiga-
tion of regords of provincial gow-
ernment of Vicinamare to see if you
can trace. . ;:

The service in the Church of San
Angelo was taking = most unusual
course. Having cumpleted the sup-
plication, Father Pensovecchio
started refiting the Litany of Salnt
Joseph. ‘I was the longest litany
he could think-of offhand, and he
repeated the words without any
sense of their meaning,

“Joseph, most valiant,- Joseph,
most obedient, Joseph, most faith-
ful. mirror of patifence, lover of pov-
erty, model of workmen, ornament
of the domesiic life, guardian ol
virgins, safeguard of families. . . ."

Suddenly - Father Pensovecchio
broke off, He had had an idea. He
beckoned agaih to the senlor aeo-
Iyt and whispered In his ear:
“Havé old Guzzo ring the bell.”

Continued on Page Three -
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