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A column of news

About Goverﬁment,

Politics and People

b

with especial emphasis

on the Northwest

Plans dor the d sposition of ex-'
cese food stocks after the war are
clearly outlined in a bill whieh
Las been imtroduced m the housé
£nd will be taken up for consider-
rtion in a few days. The purpose
of the measure, as stated by Re-
presentative Wickérsham of Ok-
lehoma, who /ntroduced it, is to
sc-ure an orderly disposal cEf such

goods without disruption of mar-

kets or loss to producers and pro-
cessors. Unless a definite program
is adopted soon, it was expldined,
production of foodstuffs might be
discouraged by the prospect of
large stocks beng left on hand .
when war demand no longer ex-
ists, leaving producers and pro-
cessors to face a heavy loss. This
is to be averted by government
sction through a food administra-
tion which would direct and super-
vise postwar sales of all foodstuffs
stockp'led or contracted for by
eny government agency.

Such surplus foodstuffs would be
offered for sale first to the orig-
ina]l owner or vendor in such -
mounts as may be adviseble after
lendlease and domestic relied re-
quirements have been met. The
eule to other than established bu-
simess firms would be {forbidden
ir order to keep speculators from
c¢ntering the field, but sales might
be made from one government
agency to another. After ¢he first
world war, it was related specu-
lators bought goods from ope
government agency ot ridienlously
Jow prices and sold them to anoth-
er government agency at exhorbi -
tant profit. This would be made
iinpossible by the terms of the
Wickersham bill, War food ad-
rnmistrator would be wided by
advisory committees composed of
producers, Pprocessors and distri-
butors in determining prices, terms
and cond tions of sale in establish-
¢l commercial channels.

The intent of congress to reu:.n
control over the entire program is
made apparent by a provision re-
quiring the food administrator to
report to congress each quarter
vpon his operations, In this rea-
pect the Wickersham bill does
not differ materially from other
neasures which have been intro-
cuced for the purpose of selling
olher war mmterials after bthe
war. In all cases the primary aim
seems to be to keep surplus goods
out of the hands of speculators
end favor established commiercial
channels in preference to the fly-
by-night organizations which en-
tered the field after the first
world war. B

Belatedly, and after a distress-
ing shortage of livestock feed had
resulted from wuse of wheat in
making industrial alcohol, war
food administration has suddenly
djscovered that there is a surplos
of potatoes and the tubers, in de-
hyvdrated form, may provide al-
cohol in sufficient gquantity to re-
lieve the pressure on diminishing
wheat supplies. AAA and com-
niodity ecredit corporation have
been brought into the picture and
purchases of surplus potato sbocks
sre now being made in severil
states for the manufacture of al-
cohol. The process is quite simple
end the potatoes are said to yield
niore than one gallon of aleohol
ner bushel. It is reported that
there are between 20.000,000 and
50,000,000 bushels of last year's
crop on hand at the present time
and, with the mnew crop coming
cn. these represent outright waste
unless they are used within a com-
paratively brief time.

Officials of the postoffice depart-
ment are watch'ng with some un-
er.oiness the quickness with which
}anks have seized upon the op-
portunity to increase their earn-
; result- of the higher
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the life of Staff Sergeant John
W.Vane O o
cently by th2
flak euit he was wesring, and the
steel helmet that he had carried
with him at last mipute thought.

the
gunner when he
fiak suit tat he was wearing sus-
tained a gapping tear right over
his heart and the steel plates un-
der the padding were badly dent-
ed. The helmet
several places by the force of the
fying steel.

Fiirst Lieutenant
cf Enid, Oklahoma,
one say,

tell who #t was.

ant
Moro, Oregon, had felt the sh'p
nose up under the blow of
shell which burst
plane. He tried to open the door
of the nose turret

Bob Christianson Has Exciting

Time Bombing Rabaul

Virtually pepp red by bursting
' a ui-air. aft fire,

“as saved Tre-
heayly armored

Desaiibing the- semsation of

hearifig the pcllets of szeel again-
st _his helmet, Sergeant
said, “It sounded like Gene Kru-
pa gomg into ome of his
pumber-.”

Vance
heot

The maclstrom of enemy flak

reached into the fonr-engined 13th
AAF Liberator during it's bomb-
ing run over Tobera Airdrome
south of the strangled bastion of
Rabaul

Sergeant Vance was standing at
right waist window as a
was hit. The

was dented in

Over the inner-phone, the pilot,
James J. Hale,
heard some
“I'm hit.” He couldn’t
The bombardier, Second Lieuten-
Robert K. Christiansan of

the
close to the

and couldn’t.
But then the nose gunner, Staff
Sergeamt William B. Monoghan of
Pereival, Iowa, opened up and
climbed out unscathed. .
The bombardier’s job was fin-
ished o he climbed back into th«
waist position to find out who was
hurt., He found Sergeant Vance
lying on the floor. He sustained
but one wound,that in the fleshy
gart of his arm. A red welt  a-
cross his throat indicated where

cne fragment barely grazed him,

George Gochnour
Reported Dead

Sherman county friends of Geo.
R. Gochnour have received word
of his death at Sunnyside, Wn.,
April 2. He was calling the reg-
viar market day sale there when
he suffered an heart attack, said
the report, and died shortly. Geo
Goehnour was well known throu-
ghout all. Sherman county as
horse salesman of years ago, and
auctioneer of many farm sales in
the days when farm power meant
horseflesh. He was starter for the
Sherman county fair and judge
¢f the horses there on occasions.
Burial was at Sunnyside, Wn., Mr
Gochnour’s home.

“ly half of all lumber

A small cut under his right eye
resulted from the shattering of
his goggle glasses.

Lieutenant Christianeon admin-
istered first aid as Sergeant Vance
lay on the floor. He stopped the
bleeding and patched the wound.

Lieutenant Hale said the plame

than 14 holes were found in the
bomber and other ships were hit as
well, but no one besides Sergeant
Vance suffered injury.

Prior to his arrival in the South
Pacific, Sergeant Vance spent
fve months in Alaska, Trained
as & nose gunner he was shifted
to the waist gunners position. The
men in his crew say laughingly
he was forced to change places
with one of them because his feet
were too big to fit into the nose
turret of their plane.

Lumber Supply
Further Restricted

Increasing military “needs
lumber are forecing tighter
trols on lumber for civilian uses.
including farm construction, R. B.
Taylor, chairman of the state A-
AA committee. renorts, With nesr
producer
reeded for crating munitions and
supplies shipped to the war fronts,
civilian construction is limited by
\WWPB regulations to the most es-
rential projects, with use of lum-
ber substitutes wherever possible.
Agriculture’s share of ‘the small
lumher remaining af-
are met will

mAamtenance

fa
con-

amount nf
ter military neers
permit enly needed
and repair of farm buildines, and
a limited amount of new constrme-
tion direetly essential to 1944
farm production, the AAA chair-
man said. If farmers are unable
to obtain lumber for even thes=e
essential - uses, they may apnly
to their county AAA committee
for an emergencv nraference rat-
ing. Oregon has been given u
auota of one million board feet
fcr issuance on emergency ratings
during April, May and June.

Location of Pioneer’s
Graves Desired

The Oregon Boy Scouts com-
mittee has a program this year
of marking the graves of pio-
neers. The state committee does
not know of any graves of pio-
neers in Sherman county. Will
those who are scquainted with
graves of pioneers or those who
came across the Old Oregon Trail
please give that information to
Boy Scouts or it may be sent in
te the Sherman County Journal.

Official County Paper

Power Users Get sectsmormation Nyowey Burrell Murder
Solved By Confession
0f Long Time Suspect

Dan Morgan Sentenced To Life In Prison
On Plea of Guilty to Second Degree
Murder Made After Confession

Rate Dividend

Next Month ©

l'ulhl: Power & Light Co.
Dividend To Be About
Half Months Light Bill

Customers of Pac'fic Power &
Lrght Company will receive a
$500,000 “‘rate dividend” early in
May under =a wartime-earnings-
sharing plan approved by the Ore-
gon Public Utilit'es Commissioner
and announced at Salem Wednea-
day.

Amount of the dividend wi'll be
approximately ome-half of each
customer’s average monthly elec-
tric bill, aceording to G. L.Corey,
district manager for the company.

Fa'd to emch' participant by
check instead of by credits on
bills, the “rate dvidend” will re-
turn approximately $18.000 to
electric users in this district, he
stated.

“Des’gned to meet the abnormal
conditions created by wartime
loads and revenues, this ‘rate Aiv-
idend’ iz just one more consistent
step taken by P.P.&L. to give
customers the benefit of greater
volume of businéss.” said Corey.
“Its effect will be to reduce stll
further the low average price of
electricity on our system.”

Al active ecustomers who were
billed for electric service between
February 20 and April 20 and
who are on the company’s books
(n May 1 will shure 'n the divid
end.

Regular seasonal customers will
alsc benefit proportionately, Corey

explained. Their checks will Le
computed on the basis of their
aversge annual Ja this class

gation - pump-

ing, ‘ eanneries, packing plants,
spraying installations and other
seasonal activities.

The most recent systrm-wide
rate reduct'on made by the I'F.
& L. company was a slash of
$4R7.000 ‘n 1941, Other rate cuts
in late years include a $212,000
reduction in 1939, $110.000 in
1937 and $305.000 in 1936.

Not including the present ‘“rate
dividends,” total rate reduc-
tions 1nde by the company
since 1936 have resulted in estim-
ated annual savings to customers
of $£1,114,000.

Graz'ng Program

Entry Closes May 1!

Oregon range livestock opera-

ters are reminded by the state
AAA committee bvy May 1 is rc-
quired for participation in the

grazing management practice of
the 1944 AAA program.

This practice assists operators
of units of more than 640 acres
tr ecarry out a conservation pro-
gram within the limits of- each
operator's manpower and materi-
al resources, points out Murl E.
Cummings, state range fieldman.
Rate of payment is 2 cents an
acre for carrving out an approved
forage conservation plan, plus
the' cost of range imvrovements
merformed vn to 8 cents an acre.

For western Oregon omerators,
a variation of the 'praceice offera
payment of not more than 6 cents
an acre for range improvements
performed.

PLANE HUNTED HERE

Two United States Coast Guard
trucks, equipped with sending and
receiving sets, were in the county
Tuesday searching for a coast
guard plane that was reported as
lost. They set up the equipment
on top of Gordon Butte, accord-
ing to Sheriff Wilson, and tried
to locate the plane with no sue-
cers. Later they received a mes-
sage that the plane had been
found near Eugene.

EURTON TOOMEY DEAD

Word has been received at Was-
co of the*death of Burton Toomey
at Lakeview. Mr. Toomey was a
lumiberman formerly of Klickitat
county and bhusband of Nell (Mrs
L. J.) Lucas well known here,

U. 8. Senator. Guy Cordon, can-
didate for Republican nomination
for United States Senator to suc-
ceed himself
mary election

in the Oregon pri-
May 19, has re-
turned to Washington D. C. to
tike up h's duties there as suc-
cessor to the late Senator Charles
[.. McNary.

before leaving for Washington

Senator Cordon said: “Omn my
brief visit home since taking office
I have tried to make the best use
of my time in gathering facts in

the varous sections
which have problems of national
irterest. I have found that facts
are the all-essential,
ed every bit of data I could get
that will be an aid to Oregon's
future development.”

of the state

and welcom-

Honor To Be Given
Deceased Soldiers

Service men who have lost the'r
lives in the armed forces will be
bonored by hawving  their names
placed on a memorial plagque at
Portland's Vietory Center, it was
announced this week by Giles
French., chairman of the Sherman
county war financé commibtee, and
E C. S8ammons, state cha'rman,
Oregon war bond staff. .

Families of men eligible are
requested to turn in names either
to Mr. French or the War Finance
Committee, American Bank Build-
ing, Portland, Oregon.

The Vietory Center at Portland
of the outstand ng war
sevice structures fn the United
States, according to national war
bond leaders. It is the focal point
of Oregon’s war bond sales effort
which has established this state
among the leaders of the nation.

“We think /'t is particularly fit
ting that Victory Center should
be honored by converting it into
for those who dedi-
make it pos-
Sammons said.

1% one

a memorial
cate
sible,’

themselves to

’

Sherman County
Buys $988,000
In War Bonds

A report by the War Bond
Staff in Portland gives the pur-
chases of all kinds of war bonds
since the sale of the defense
bonds was started back in July
1941,

In that year Sherman countians
bought $69.234 in bonds. The first
loan drive was held in December
1442 after leaders in Washington
decided that sales by the regular
method were too slow, For 1942
the county bought $216,100, June

being the high month instead of
December when the first drive
war held.

In 1943 the county purchased

2474880 in bonds when the sec-
ond and third war loans were held
In the Aoril drive the county
bought %72.892 and in September

‘drive $253.634.

The compilation in the report
is brought up to February 29, 1944
and shows that for the fourth war
loan campaign the county bought
$224,700 in bonds, being slightly
nore E bonds than in September
but fewer of the other issues.

Total sales of bonds for the en-
tire duration (to March 10) has
been $984.914. Sales for March
were $3751, amallest of any mnnth.
which brings the total to $988,.
665.

-

When Dan Morgan last Satur-
day morning stood in the Sher-
man county court room before
Judge George Updegraff and pled
guilty to a charge of murder in
the second degree, one of the most
baffling murder mysteries in Ore-
gon. state police history was end-
ed.

Morgan was given lfe impri-
scnment, a8 mandatory sentence un-
der Oregon law, And it was what
he wanted—to be serving his
time and relieved from recur-
rént questioning by police officers
who always seemed to know more
rbout the crime each encounter.

The body of Dewey Bur-
rell, 40, itinerant beet worker, was
found in B'ggs canyon early in the
afternoon of November 21, 1938
by Joe Brady, state highway
worker, It was lying off the road
59 or 60 feet, partially hidden by
sagebrush,

Crime Reconstructed

Local officers were called and
state police summoned. Immediate-
ly discovered were the following:
Deceased was Dewey Burrell, who
had done nearly all kinds of farm
woerk over the northwest; sheared
potatoes: he had three brothers in
Idaho, who ident fied his body,
but could give no idea of what he
had been doing lately; a liquor
license made out to Ed Burke of
Burns, whose deseription fitted
Furrell; a California driver’s li-
cense for Dewey Burrell; a slip
of yellow paper show'ng directions
‘later proved to be route from
Missoula, Montana to Lola For-
est Camp and home of George
Moore and Charlie Sandbost) and
a blank labor contract for the
Montana Beet Growers - of Mis-
soula,

The autopsy report said the
body might have been lying therc
48 hours or more. A two pound
ball-peen hammer was found a
short distance from the body and
the crime laboratory found hu-
man blood and some of Burrell's
kair on (t, proving it to have been
used in the killing..

That was the start of the case:

At Gridley, California, Captain
Warren of the state police found
that Dewey Burrell had left there
in the spring to shear sheep.

Trail Led To Montana

In July T, Lester Johnson,
Sherman county attorney, went to
Missoula to invest'gate. He found
little for his trouble. No one he
found knew Burrell. Johnson gave
the story to the Daily Missoulian,
which had also printed the beet
contract found on Burrell's body.
Shortly after his return home he
received a letter from Amt Don-
lan, beet grower at Frenchbtown,
who said he had hired Burrell in
miéd October, 1938 and that he
had left after a quarrel with one
Pilly Blue because Blue eould not
maintain the pace set by Burrell
in topping beets.

Johnson and Captain Vayne
Gurdane of the state poice went
sgain to Missoula in late August
of 1989. They were able to trace
Burrell from Donlans to the beet
dump where he had met Dan
Morgan, whom he knew slightly,
and who took him to town.

The next day one Weidman
wunted a beet topper and Morgan
euid he would get him a good one.
He went to Missoula and brought
Burrell out. He stayed at Weid-
man’s until the job was ended
November 4. He had worked with
Chester Kozan and Antony Helit,
two Pol'sh CCC boys who had
come west from - Buffalo, New
York after finishing their enroll-
ment,

Kozan, Helit and Burrell came
to Missoula together and wer:
paid off in the Oxford Bar by
Weidman, They were out of a
job. Burrel, a steady worker,, was
anxious to find another. The fol-
lowing day they went to the
George Moore place but did not
like the looks of his wood cutting
job. They stopped at the lolo
forest camp and there Burrell
bought the pair of new army
shoes he was wearing when &illed.

Furrell Traced

Burrell stayed at the ®Smith
rcoms in Missoula, Bunday-nigit,
MNcvemebr 8, and a the momn-
ing told Mrs Zoe Bmith * that he
"might remafin all winter with her.
Later in the moming he returned
for his possessions, =aying he
had made arrangements to go to
the coast. That was the last trace
the officers could get of him be-
fore his body was found Novem-
ber 21 in Biggs canyom.

Gurdane and Johnson inter-
viewed all the men who had had
recent contact with Burrell. Don-
lan, Blue, Weidman all told when
and where they had seen him. Ko-
zan and Helit could net be found
although their ear had been in

Bolse, Jdsho November 10 and

the boye had been picked wp in
Bums on a minor traffic offense
November 23,

In September of 1989 the offi-
cials drove out to Owando near
M:=2soula where Morgan was
working for Bill Boyd who had a
etock ranch. Morgan was straigh-
tening nails with which to fence
hay stacks against marauding
elk. He d'd not speak until he was
sccosted. He recogmized the ham-
mer as being his, admitted the
iritials DM on the hammer had
been made with his dies and gave
the officers the dies to preve it
They were later found to #t.

Hammer Said Stolen

Morgan said, howeyer, that the
hammer had been stolen from him
in November 1986 at a charavari
in Frenchtown.

Johnson and Gurdane came
lome leaving the case in
of Norman Smith and Jalmar
Karkenan, deputies in the sheriff’s
office in Missoula.

From Art Donlan they obtained
pictures Morgan had given him
showing the Crooked river bridge
and the Three Sisters. Morgan ad-

roitted having made a to Co-
quille, Oregon in »er 1938.
Also said he had made a later

trip on first interview.

At the beet factory dump it
was learned that Morgan had been
paid off November 7, 1988 and
that a part of his pay was owed
to store keepers nearby. He had
gone to work for Tiemyer, a Jam-
ber hauler, sometime between Nov
ember 14 and 21. He had worked
there until January 4, 1980.

Job Ended Novemebr 7

tcols by theft at the chayawari in
1036, One Adam .Bell admitied
tiwdt. He peturmed a fool
said to be the one stelen, to
police. The war
and Adam Bell has )
action, \

By February 1940
that the hammer with- whish |
rell was killed would net.
{ool kit because it was two
too long.

When accosted with this
mation Morgan, who 'was wtill a
the Boyd ranch, said the kits were
different. He stayed at Beyd’
until Januvary 1643 when he mar-
ried a woman in Minneapols .and
went to work in Kaisers ‘Rieh-
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mand, Californin ship yard where

Continued on Page Four
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