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Washington D. C. Feb 12—Sen-
ator Rufus Holman has iptroduc-
ed a bill creating the office of min-
erdl production administrator as
a division of the department of
the interior. With the approval of
the interior secretary, and when
such action is deemed advisable
in the interest of successful prose-
cution of wars in which the United
Stautes is now engaged, the admin-
istrator is authorized to subsidize
minning, production, refining or
beneficia of any strategic mineral
or ecritical metal by any person
engaged in the operating of a
mining property which cannot he
operated with a reasonable profit
without a subsidy.

Introduction of the measure was
caused by the delay of the Defense
Plant corporation in assisting in
the production of metals required
for the war, such as chromite,
copper, zine, etc. The senator
says that inasmuch as the govein-
ment is neglecting ‘to increase the
metalg and outside sources are be-
in; shut off by Japanese activity,
hc believes a complete new set-up
should be established. If enacted,
the measure would<be of immense
vaue to the mining industry of
the far west where there many
properties which cannot produce
metals at current price ceilings.

An Oregon man has written to
the war department inquiring if
the department is in the market
for shark oil. He explained that
shark oil does not freeze and that
it might be a good thing in the
moters of bombers -which fly sev-
cral miles high where the temper-
ature is far below zero. The war
department was not interested:
told him to inquire elsewhere.

Answering complaints of a
shortage of agricultural labor in
Oregon, head of the selective ser-
vice denies that it is due to farm

beys being drafted. Making a
survey of Deschutes, Umatilla,
Multnomah and other counties

General Hershey showssthat about
10 percent of the vounr men in-
ducted into the service have had
some agricultural connection. He
atiributes the shortage to the
high wages paid in shipyards and
other war industries and to volun-
tarv enlstments. He gives it as
high opinion that there is still
all the farm labor ' necessary in
Oregon if wages are right. To
ettract labor to the farms, he de-
clares, there should be a minimum
wage of $50 a month and “found.”

Unless office of civilian defense
chenges its rule there is mnot a
community in the mnorthwest to
which fire equipment will be allo-
cated for extinguishing incendiary
bombs if the population is  le=s
than 5000. Starting at 5000, the
larger the city the more the fire
apparatus, gas masks and steel
helmets to be distributed. No pro-
vicion is made for the scores of
towns and villages which are as
exposed to an air raid as is Port-
land. However, some protection
is provided against forest fires in
an amendment to the priorities
bill, offered by Senator McNa?y.
The American Forestrv associa-
tion, which includes all the pri-
‘vate
west is concerned about incendiary
fires in the forests. The McNary
amendment authorizes the presi-
deni to use the manpower of CCC
camps to patrol municipal water
svstems, generating systems an
other public utilities aganst the
hazards of forest fires.

Incide story of why congress
voted one half billion dollars for
China without a dissenting voice
is that is the price taxpavers
must pay for the speech made by
Qccretary - of the Navy Frank
Knox to mayors on January 12.
Secretary Knox, who says he 18
misunderstood, told the mayors
that Hitler must first .be disposed
of before attention could be given
to the Japanese. Chinese officiais
began talking of peace with
Japan, saying they could not con-
tinue fighting unless aid came
from the United States and Great
Britain, and Pacific coast delega-
tions roared that the west coast

{Continued on Page two)
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The defenses of Singapore, the Gibraliar of the East,
fdea of the city’s size, its resources and harbor facilities.
was aitacked repeatedly by Jap bombers luat valiantly defended.
tly after the first attack by Japancse invaders,

British island fortress gives some

the first days of the Pacific war, Singapore
Martial law was declared in the Singapore area shor

Supreme

are, naturally, military secrets, but t.is map of the

Raid-free in

Court KOs Cigarette Tax Suit; Holds That

Constitutional Purpose Cannot Be Legislated’Away

B+ A. L. Lindbeck

Salem, Ore. Feb. 12.—The effect
of the recent supreme court opin-
icn in the cigarette tax case was
two-fold.

Inu the first place the high court
restored the cigarette tax referen-
dum to the November ballot.

In the second place it laid down
the principle that constitutional
rights can not be restricted by
legislative enactments or ob-
structed by the introduction of
technical objections, ' 1%

It will be recalled that last
Junc Secretary of State Snell ac-
cepted and filed the referendum
petitions sponsored by the Reta:l
Grocers association as conforming
t+ the requiremerits of the consti-
tution. Then last December, six
monrths after the petitions were
filed Attorney General Van Winkle
discovered what he regarded as
a serious weakness in the expense
statements filed by the referendum
sponsors. Accordingly he advised
Snell that because of this weakness
the referendum move was invali'd
and the measure could not be
placed on the ballot. Van Winkle's
chief objection to the expense
statement lay in the fact that they
did not set out In detail “for what
purpose’” certain expense pay-
nents were made. The term “field
work” used in these statements,
the attornev eeneral held. was too
broad to satisfy the requirements
of the ‘law covering this subject.

In his' opinion over rulinr the

attorney general’'s ruling Justice
J. O Bailey pointed out that “in
cireulatine initiative and referefi-
dum Ppetitions in a statewide eam-
prign it is necessary that the pe-
titions be placed in the hands of
volunteer workers who ohtain
signatures and that they be col-
lected and properly notarized.
Those who attend to such details
are usuallv referred to as field
workers. The term “field work”
is not an uncommon expression in
ehnnection with political activities.
It has no mysterious connotation.
We believe that any layman would
understand its meaning in the
statement,
~ “The statute does not require
" that the service for which moneyv
is paid be minutely described or
thet evervthing an employee does
to earn his stipend be set forth
in the statement of disburse-
ments.” .

[Ag soon .as the opinion. of the
high court was handed down the
state tax commission which had
sturted enforcement of the tax on
cigarettes on January 8 suspended
its netivities in this direction. = In
the meantime, however, it had col-
1“dred more than $43,000 in taxes
ana fees through the enforcement
of- the act which, it now develops,
wna not in effect. Now, the ecom-
mission wants to know what to do
with thig revenue and has asked
the attornev general for a ruljng
on that point. ' '

: . s »
Paraphrazing the slozan of the
theatrienl world T.eo Switzbart,
manager of‘ Oregon’s state fair
thic week announced that barrink

unforeseen developments the “fair
nwst go on.” The announcement
was prompted by persistent rum-

ors that because of the war and
restrictions laid down by army
authorities against the assemblage
of large crowds the big agricul-

tural and industrial exhibition
wculd not be held this year.
Spitzbart pointed out that in

England which has been at war
now for more than two Yyears,
everits of this characted are en-
couraged because of their effect
on civilian morale.

- L -

Simultaneously with the intro-
duction of daylight saving Mon-
day two state departments—the
Industrial Accident commission
ard the Unemployment Compen-
sation commission—adopted a 37-
hcur work-week, cutting three
hours off their previous weekly
schedule. Most other departments
arc adhering to their 40-hour-
week except that the state selec-
tive serviee headquarters last
week went on a seven day week
with the office remaining open
frem 8:00 a. m. until 5:00 p. m.
daily.

- = -

Rav Gill, State Grange Master/
hue developed into the mystery
mar. of the pending political cam-
paign. A lot of candidates and
kine makers would like to know
Gill’s political intentions—if any.
The: Grange leader has been fre-
quently mentioned as a possible
candidate for governor, but so far
he has refused to satisfy public
curiosity on this point. In Salem
thic week Gill told newspapermen
that he had ne “immediate inten-

tiorn.” of entering the campaign.
Pu‘litical prognosticators have in-
terpreted this to mean that he wiil

not enter the primary but that he’

has not closed the door to his
entry into thé fall campaign as
an independent candidate.

Gill is a registered Republican.
iz political leanings, however
rve been tending strongly toward
the idealisms of the New Deal
His political strength, therefore,
aside from his following in the
Grange and .the public power
group would appear to lie largelv
in the left wing of the IDemocratic
party. These could not do him a
great deal of good in the primary
campaign where he would have to
run on the Republican tocket, ex-
cept for an“eleventh hour conver-
siop, but they could rally to his
support as an independent candi-
dote next November should he
choose to run at that time as
many believe that he will.

* oo»

Governor Sprague is still cast-
ing about for a new budget direc
tor. It will he recalled that when
he promoted David W. Eccles to
the new post of coordinator of
wartime industrial produetion he
anrounced that Roy Mills, busi-
ness representative for the state
irstitutions would take over _the

hudget work. Then-Dan Fry sud-
denrly resigned as secretary to the
board of control a Mills was

pulled back to take over that job
leaving the budget post stiil
vacant. Rumors that the job has

Continued on page twao

Rabbit Brush No Aid
To Rubber Shortage

While Oregon has a considerable
acreage of the so-called rabbit
brush growing wild in eastern and
sovthern Oregon, there is little
possitility of establishing this as
a crop for rubber production,- be-
lioves G. R. Hyslop, head of the
divicion of plant industries at
Oremon State college.

In answer to many queries,
Prcfessor Hyslop points out that,
eince the content of rubber |in
ruhbit brush averages only abhout
o paor cent and that only in ex-

treme cases does it get as hiu‘h-

as 5 per cent, the processing cost
would be excessive except in the
event of a really serious long-
time emergency. The time involv-
ed in establishing and growing
the plants would also anpear pro-
hibitive, he says, as the plants
must he five or six years old be-
fore they develop much rubber.

Rahbit Brush Common

The ' plant known as rabbit
brush is a yellow-flowered type of
so-called sagebrush, which grows
abundantly in-eastern and south-
ern Oregon. It is usually found
. on soil that is somewhat alkiline.

Guayule, a plant suited to the
dry. hot climate of southwestern

Tnited States and northern Mex-
ico has a rubber content of 15 to
on per cent and appears to be the
most promising. Various rubber
producing plants will be tested by
0. 8. C.

-

Repeal_;f Federal
Auto Tax Urged

Congress has received a  bill
introduced by Representative Ger-
ald W. Landis of Indiana which
provides for repeal of the federal
automobile use tax when present
stickers expire July 1, the Ore-
gon State Motor Association
learned this week

The tax, which will call for a
nev payment of $5.00 on July 1,
has been criticized from many
angles. Representative Landis, in
a statement, describes it “as-. a
nuisance tax and called for repeal
on the following grounds:

“The automobile is not a lux-
ury. Most cars are used for
buginess purposes and transporta-
tion purposes.

“Owner of small and old passen-

ger cars must pay the same
amncunt as do owners of large
limousines and luxurious yachts.

“The sticker system is unsatic-
factory because many of them
will be destroyed, lost, or stolen.”

The American Automobile As-
saciation, with which the Oregon
club is affiliated, has led a fight
for repeal on the grounds that it
is an unfair assessment and treats
the automobile’ a8 a luxury in-
stead of vital part of the national
production and transportation. sys-
tem.

Charles Smith, eountw azent
louder, was here Tuesday nieht
and part of Wednesday of this
week.

o

Registrafion of
Women To Be
Done Monday

Aides Named By Mrs. Afton
Mclotyre, County Chairman;
Labor Force Wanted

Women of Oregon will be regis-

tered Monday, February 16, the
same day as men between .the
ages of 20 and 44, Purpose of

the registration of women will be
to learn their vocation experience
skills and potential abilities.

The work will be dgne by vol-
unteers who will go to the homes
to make inquiries. In Sherman
county Mrs. Afton McThtyre
cheirman and ‘will be assisted by
Mrs. Theo. von Borstel at Kent,
Lila Lee Alley at Grass _Valley,
Mrs. Harold Ginn at Moro, Mrs.
Opmand Hilderbrand at -Klondike,
Mrs. W. A. Mills at Wasco,- Mrs.
Curt Tom at Rufus and Mrs, Hil-
dred Zell at Locust Grove.

“The Oregon census of women
if successful, may be for a pai-
tern for a similar enterprise on a
national scale,” said Mrs. Mela-
tvre. A compulsory survey of the
nation is a possibility.

Women above 18 will he regis-
tered. There is no maximum
age. Mrs. Saidie Orr Dunbar is
state chairman of the
tion.

Funds
from the Social
and the employment service
supervising the job. Women
to make a reserve labor pool for
work in agriculture, business and
industry.

The inventory not compul-
scry. It is expected that avail-
able workers will be used in tex-
tile work, dpmestic service and
agriculture,

18
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moboliza

office work come

Security

for
board
13

are
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Embryo Congressman

Visits In County

and C.~D.

Marvin Klemme
Ptillips of Burns were here Mon-
day evening. Mr. Klemme is
considering the matter of mak-
inz the race for the Republican
nomwination for congress from
thi= district. He is now in chargo
of the state school lands and was
one time administrator of the
Teyvlor Grazing act in “Oregon.
He has written a book about his
ti: vels in Asia and Europe.

Mr. Klemme, if he enters the
ruee will oppose Lowell Stockman
of Pendleton, who has announced
hiz eandidacy” and perhaps oy
others not yet announced.

Library Gets Books;
Play Progressing

The new hooks recently ligtea
in these columns are on the }iam-
rv shelves. These include the
group of five adult books present-
ed by the Legion Auxiliary and
nine purchased for primary age
recders. Several among the latter
the lattor group are beautiful ex-
amples of the hook binders art,
and the new edition of “Bambi”
illutrated.by - Walt  Disney wil)
appeal to patrons of all ages.

Through an error the Moro
1.0v.O.F. did not receive thé credit
it should have had as the firsi
centributor  to  the library for
1042, It donated ten dollars
in Decemher which places them
first on the library honor roll
Tatal donations to date are thirty
dollars in cash and ten dollars
worth of new books.

All net proceeds frhbm the play

“Castles in the 'Air,”" sponsored
hy  the Moro Woman's Club,
which will be presented Friday,

February 20, at 8:00 p. m. in the
Moro school, will be turned over
to the library fund.

The cast has been working
very hard for several weeks on
this play expecting that the
community will give it then

heurty support. The play is full
of humorous lines and situations.
Special mugical numbers have been
arranged for between the acts.

GRANGE CALLS MEETING

[
A meetine will be held at Arling

ton Mondav, -February 16, at 8
p. m. foy the purpose of tdlking
about the. farm labor problem.

The state *Grange executive com-
mitlee is responsible for calling
the meeting.

Ea-l W‘rllliams
Killed In Action
In Philippines

Vord has been received by Mrs.
George Fox of Klondike that her
brother, Earl Williams, was killed
in the Philippines January 20.

Ilur] Williams was a graduate
of Rufus High School in 1935.
Ile was a star basketball player
heing chosen as one of the tourn-

ament stars teams in 1935, -He
attended  Oregon State college
three years and the University
one  year graduating there in
1994, e entered the army and
wis stationed at Ford Ord and
I'ort  lLewis, He became First
Licutenant gnd the message of
his death referred to him as

coptain.
At

l'-{ "

Corvallis Earl
of the boxing
teims.

He transferred to Manila
in April, 1940 and was stationed
nerth of that city when the war
bhroke eut. Details of his death
are lacking.

was a men-
and wrestling

Wis

Communication For
Defense Discussed

J. R. Farrington of the Pacific
Telephone & Telegraph company

met with the communication sec-
t'n of the defense council Wed-
nesday to  plan  for means of

notifying Sherman county citizens
in ease of fire, air raids or other
culergency.

be

M.

Fmergency calls may
nade at all times to 341,

now

B.

Kelly, at Grdss Valley; 372, City
Murshal, Moro; 671, Mrs. Dora

Moore, Wasco; and messages wiil
be put through whether the line
is being used or not,

[t is planned that an
emergency arises people at these
numbers who get the news will
call specified pérsons on all rural
limes and these persons can give
the alarm to people on the lines
through use of an alarm or emer-
ey number.

F.xtension lines for fire watcher
stutions during the summer will
al:o be provided if priority can
he obtained for the needed wire.

Fed Steers Worth
$13.00 and Over

The
based on being
Woinesday's trading:

CATTLIE: Good erain fed steers
€11.00 to 13.15. Good grain fed
heifers $10.50 to 11.25. Good beef
cows $8.50 to 9.00, medium $7.50
to K25 commoh  $6.25  to  7.25,
conners $5.00 to 5.75. Bulls, med-
inm to good $8.50 to 10.50, com-
mor_$7.50 to 8.25. Vealer calves,
good to choice $13.50 to 15.00.

HOGS: 170 to 215 truckins
€12.75 to 13.00: 230° to 285 Ib
butchers $11.75 to 12.50; light-
weight butchers $11.75 to 12.25:
packing sows $9.00 to 9.75. Feed-
or pigs $11.00 to 12.00.

T"QUEEP: Good to choice fat
wooled lambs  $11.50 to 12.00,
medium to good $11.00 to 11.25;
common $8.50 to 10.00. Sl:\ughtvt‘
ewes, good to choice $5.50 to 6.00.
Fceder lambs, good . to choice,
€10.00. (wooled) $8.00 (shorn).
Shorn lambs (fat) $10.40 to 11.00.

Coast Guard Enlisting
Men For Seamen

Men between the ages of 18
anid 30 are needed as apprentice
scumen_in the U. S. Maritime
scrvice. © After a  seven months
ti.ining course at Port Hueneme,
(ulifornia, they are ready to put
to sea and help insure a steady
flow of the materials we need to
win the Avar. For further infor-

when

quotations
paid

following are
prices in

metion  contact the officer in
¢hurge, Coast Guard Recruiting
<ab-Station,. Room 306, Pioneer -

I'ost Office, Portland, Oregon.

Ag. Couservation
Money Coming

To date $85,514.78 has been re-
ccived in this county by farmers
for agricultural consérvation pay-
ments. The county agent’s office
reports that payments are being
returned “much slower than usual
this vear. The total payments
will be much larger than this but
the last of them may not come for
scveral weeks, '

Farmers Hear

Problems Talked

By Experts

Ludwick, Taylor and Worth

Tell of Storage, Sack, Loan,
Machinery and Labor

Well over a hundred farmers
met at Moro last Friday to hear

AAA men talk of farm problems.

County Agent Wright opened
the meeting by outlining the sub-
jects to be discussed. There was,
he said, disappointment over the
Josses at Pearl Harbor and other
si't backs of the war to date. He
suid that war production was go-
ing to put a burden on every citi-
zan including farmers; new equip-
ment would be hard to get and
sacks would be scarce. We have
storage capacity for 1,500,000
bushels of wheat and will need
perhaps a million more storage
capacity.

Ludwick Siys. No, Sacks

Edward L. Ludwick reported
that he could dispose of the sack
problem in a few words by say-
ing there would ,be mnone. The
government might release a few
but. there was no promise on it.

Those who release their wheat
to the Commodity Credit corpora-
tiwn might retain their sacks it
the grain could be shipped out in
time, he said.

The carryover in the Pacifie
northwest will be from three to
fcur times the normal making a
serious storage 'problem. Five
lot.ds of wheat have been shipped
to Russia during the year and
more may go. The OCC needs this
wheat on hand for immediate de-
livery and would probably not be
sctisfied with pledges from counm-
ties to fill requirements.

The storage problem
farmhers’ individual problem,
suid. :

In answer to questions he said
that farmers who turn wheat over
to the CCC could not get it back:
that CCC loans are callable but
that CCC does not want to ecall
them: the loan on 1942 wheat
would be 13 cents higher than on
1941 wheat.

was the
he

Repairs Plentiful

R. B. Taylor, state AAA chair-
mar and head of the USDACWRB,
t:1ked of the diffieulty of getting
machinery. The average for pro-
duction of new machinery is 83
pcreent of 1941, Large combines
may be produced up to 75 percent
of normal. Machinery fer dairy
and similar production has a high-
¢r percentage. Repairs may be
mode up to 160 percent of the pre-
vious year.

Emory Worth of the federal em-
plcyment bureau asked farmers to
got in touch with their loeal
oftices and -ask for men early.
Clanges are certain to come and
these cannot be anticipated. Eldon
Cone of The Dalles employment
office stated that he might send
a man into this county during har-
cest time if it was desired. .

Settlement of many of these
problems, admittedly depends on
action from other sources than
the farmer although the storage
problem is apparently to be their
exclusive worry.

Wasco BB Team
Wins Steadily

The Wasco. Town Basketball
tean. is nearing the end of its
seuson, having five more games
to play, and they have a lot of
credit due them having played
nineteen games with the loss of
onlv three.

The individual scoring summary
for the nineteen games is as fol-
lews! David Richelderfer partici-
pated in only eight games and is
now in the army, has a total of
56 points: George Macnab, 210;
Bill Macnab, 136: Melvin. Walsh,
55. Tom Macnab, 98; Paulen Kase-
berg, 42; Steven O'Meara, 46;
Demon Fields, 50; Dean Pinker-
ton, 81, participating in 5 games;
Ed Millard, 27, participating fn
4 games (sustained injury).

Besides being good ball players
thev are Patriotis also. They have
plaved two double header games
with the aid of~The Dalles Townies
The Arlington team, Grass Valley
snd Moro Town teams, which net-
ted them approximately thirty
dollars, which is to be turned over
to the Red Cross.
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