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Washingion D. C., Dec. 4—Ore-
gon farmers- are prepared to co-
operate in overcoming the shor-
tage of flax provided there is fed-
cral assistance in furnishing equip-
ment.There are 900 acres of-flax
in the Willamette Valley (300 acres
in other states, principally Wash-
ington), but expansion is handi-
capped by lack of facilittes to pro-
cess the fiber. Secretary of Agri-
culture Claud Wickard wants 400
new acres in Oregin, at least, yet
makes no suggestion of necessary
equipment for the additional acre-
age. There the matter rests for
the present.

On present acreage the govern-
ment has been paying Oregon flax
farmers a small bonus, just engugh
plus the market price, to make flax
raising worth while, but there is
a limit to the retting and scutching
plants and this must be increasesl
if the government wants more
flax. The war has shut off prev-
ious sources of supply of flax and
there is a shortage for the most
ordinary purposes—linen thread
to sew shoes for the army, is an
instance: twine for the fishermen’s
nets, not to mention linen sheets,
tablecloth, napkins and handker-
chiefs. Senator McNary is endea-
voring to convince the government
that $500,000 is needed for flax and
hemp (latter grown in Kentucky
and Wiseonsin) and for processing.
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Sometime in January, probably,
the senate will take up the price-
fizing bill passed by the house.
There is no prospect of the senatz
committee acting on-the measnre
this year and it is such a touchy
subject that the senate is willing
to delay action and consider what
the public thinks of the Bill de-
veloped in the house. The house
bill is regarded as an administra-
tion defeat, for it eliminated _the
license feature and instead of hav-
inc one man to fix prices it pro-
vided a board of five who can rit
down on any ceiling that the ad-
n.inistration proposes. The license
svstem would compel everyone in
business to obtain a license to sell
anything and if a merchant chare-
ed more than the fixed price he
would be promptly put out of busi-
ness by taking away his license.
This was regarded as too drastic
ond not in accord with the Ameri-
can plan of doing business; there
was also the possibility that the
administration might freeze out
so many dealers that the remaining
number would have a monopoly.

Real objectivn was against Leon
Henderson, present price adminis-
trator and presumably the presi-
dent's choice to handle the price
control act. Congressman Martin
Dies, in open session during the
debate, charged that in the Hen-
derson organization there are 50
known ecommtunists and in the top
flight officials are four who re-
ceive from $5000 to $7600. Thes<
charges have been made before
and Henderson has never given an
explanation other than to say he is
an American citizen. This resent-
ment to Henderson was in part
responsible for rolling up the heavy
vote against the bill proposed by
the administration and amending it
until it was more in keeping with
what a majority of the house
thought was, better,

Neither wages -nor the price of
farm products are placed under
control. The bill was passed by
a non-partisan vote. .

What the senate will do is prob-
lematical. The farm bloc is solid
for not placing a ceiling an farm
products and another group is de-
termined not to freeze wages. This
legislation will be the next big
moment in the senate after the
labor restriction measure, which
held the boards in the house last
week has been disposed of.
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Of special interest to various com
munities in Oregon is an investi-
gation of the cooper situation now
beipg staged. This has been agi-
tated by rural electrification ad-
ministration which complains that
private utility companies have
“hogged” all the copper wire, some
of which is needed to string the
Lare poles of many farmer coopera-
tives financed by RBA. - Miles and
miles of wire is needed, but owing

{Continued on Page twp) -

Ernest R. Fatland, Condon, who
was named to the Oregon Liquor
Control Commission by Governor

Sprague. Fatland formerly repre-
sented this district in the legis-
lature and was speaker of the
house in the 1939 session.

Health Unit

"Giving TB Tests

Tuberculin tests, sponsored by
the Wasco-Sherman County Health
Association, will be given by Dr.
Bourg to the children in the
northern part of Sherman county
on Tuesday, December 9th n
Moro at 10 a .m. At Wasco at
1 in the afternoon and at Rufus
at 2 p. m.

These tests will be given for
ten cents which will be applied on
any x-rays for those children who
are reactors. Adults may also
take this test if they will be at
the designated place and time.

This is one of the activities
supported by the sale of Christmas
seals.

Good Steers Still
Bring $12.00

" The following quotations are
based on prices being paid in
Wednesdays trading:

CATTLE: Good grain fed steers
$11.00 to 12.60. Good grass steers
$0.50 to 10.75. Good grain fed
heifers $10.00 to 10.75. Good grass
heifers $9.00 to 9.75. Good beef
cows $7.25 to 8.25, medium $6.75
‘to 726, common $6.00 to 6.75,
canners $4.25 to 5.75. Bulls, med-
ium to good $750 to 9.00, common
$C.00 to 7.25. Vealers good to
choice $11.50 to 13.00.

HOGS: Good to choice 170 to
215 ™ truckins $10.50 to 10.75:
230 to 285 Ib butchers $9.50 to
10.00: lightweight butchers $9.50
to 10.00;- packing sows $7.00 to
7.75. Feeder pigs $9.50 to 10.00.

SHEEP: Good to choice spring
lambs $9.75 to 10.75: medium to
good, $9.00 to 9.75; common $7.00
to 875. Slaughter ewes, good to
choice $4.00 to 5.25. Feeder lambs
good to choice $8.00 to 9.00. Shorn
lambs $9.00 to 9.40.

Farm Security
Loaning To Farmers

Farm Security loans in Wasco
and Sherman counties. are beinyg
concentrated on financing sound
expansion of dairy, hog, poultry,
feed crops and garden enterprises
to aid FSA borrowers and other
farm families in meeting the “Food
for Freedom” quotas set up by
the County agricultural .defense
board, reports A. J. Dieggendorfer,
County FSA supervisor.

“Every effort will be made to
help farmers unable to secur2
adequate credit from other sources
to purchase the cows, hogs, ponl-
try, seed, feed and equipment
necessary to place their farms on
an all-out defense production
basis,” Deggendorfer said. “Where
facilities for defeflse food expan-
sion are available, farmers will not
only be able to add to their: in-
comes but prevent inflation hy
producing food for which there is
inecreased demand.” ' '

Modification of . the neutralitv
act, making Americam ships ava'l-
able for carrying food to Britain,
is expected to substantially in-
erease present demand for defense
foods, it was pointed out. “An-
other important consideration,”
said * Degegendorfer, “is the fact
that the, machinery for supporting
defense fond prices cron controls
and need for feeding Europe and
replacing breeding herds after the

(Continued on Page two)
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AAA Officers
To Be Elected
Next Week

Conference At Corvallis Will
Occupy First Week of

New Farmer Officers

Election of officers for the five
communities of the county for com.
mitteemen for the -AAA will be

held next Thursday at meetng
places in the districts.

As has been the rule for several
years members of the AAA group
will ballot on names to select a
chairman, a vice-chairman and a
committeeman from each dis-
trict. Also chosen are two alter-
nates to take the place of any
committeeman who cannot serve.
Then a delegate to the county con-
vention js elected, and an alter-
nate for him.

The following day, Friday, Dec-
ember 12, the county convention
will meet at the court house to
choose members of the county com-

“mittee. g~

The county committee of five
then chooses its officers. This is
‘the group that does the largest

amount of work in connection with
the management of the local AAA
although community committeemen
arrange for meetings and handle
some complaints. .

The following - week the new
officers of the county AAA togeth-
er with the county agent and
Dewey Thompson, AlAA office
manager, will go to Corvallis for

a state conference which will be-

held December 15-17.

RAIN FALLS AGAIN

Rain fell over the county
Tuesday and caused all outside
work to stop for the day. Fields
were soaked again and many
roads made almost impassible. It
has rained a little since then and
the wind has blown every day.

Petitions Signed
For PUD In

Part of County

Petitions have been filed with
the county clerk asking that the
state hydro-electric commission
make a survey of an area cut out
of Sherman, Gilliam, Morrow and
Wheeler counties to determine the
feasibility of forming a PUD dis-
trict.

The_towns of Sherman county
and presumably of the other coun-
ties would be included as well as
a considerable part of the farmers
along the projected route,

Matt Schwendel has circulated
many of the petitions in the north
end of the coumty. Morton Tomp-
k'ns. agent of Bonneville adminis-
tration, is doing much of ‘the
organization weork.

—

Wasco Auxiliary
Aids Child Welfare

The American Legion Auxiliary
met at the home of Mrs, Esther
Kaseberg and arranged to send
gifts to the Veteran'’s hospital
and for child welfare. Hospital
gifts totaled $15.65. The (Auxil-
jury’s Christmas tree barrel will
be put out December 13 and the
collection will be used for needy
families of the community. The
Auxiliary had previously bought
a defense bond worth $100.

GORDON REID TO ARMY

Gordon Wilson Reid left Tues-
day by stage for the induction
center in Portland from where he
will go to Camp Murray to be sent
to what ever point the army thinks
he is best suited. A call for a
larger group off men than has yet
been wantéd is expeeted for next
month but jt has not been made to
dute. A new method of comput.
ing the number wanted from each
county will relieve this countly

.. somewhat, it is expected.

State Road Program Aided But
Little By Federal Appropriation

Salem, Ore.Dec. 4.—While Ore-
gon will receive only $410,000 out
of the $25,000,000 recently appro-
priated by Congress for the im-
provement of strategic state high-
ways the state will receive other
substantial funds set aside in the
new highway appropriations meas-
ure for the construction of access
roads and flight strips adjacent to
public highways in the opinion of
R. H. Baldock, state highway en-
gineer.

Should the war department de-
cide to construct the proposed
cantonment in the Benton-Polk
county area, as now seems probable
any relocation or widening of the
west side highway necessitated by

this project will probably be
financed out of the new federal
appropriation, Likewise highway

improvements necessitated by con-
structionof the cantonment near
Medford would also come in for
federal aid as an access road.

Most of the $410,000 this state
is expected to receive for use on
strategic highways is expected- to
go toward the strengthening of
bridges in order to stand the strain
imposed by heavy milityry equip-
ment.
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Governor Sprague has let it be
known that he will be in no hurry
to appoint a new adjutant general
to succeed the late General George
A. White. Inasmuch as the nation-
al guard is now in federal service
the state has no great need for the
services of an adjutant general
and such routine duties as are re-
quired are now being performed
by Lt. Col. Elmer V. Wooten in his
dual capacity of state director of
gelective service and acting adju-
tant general. Incidentally, when
the governor does get around to
making this appointment it is be-
lieved that the plum will go to
Wooten or to ‘Brigadier General
Thos. E. Rilea, commander of the
infantry
troops) with the 41st division now
stationed at Fort Lewis, Washing-
ton, .
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Unemployment compensation ben
efit payments during the first ten
months of 1941 were the lowest in
the four years’ experience of this
commission totalling only. $2,193,-
745, or-$1,600,000 under the 1940
figures for the same period.

.

Final payments for the 1940 flux
crop purchased by the prison flax
industry were made this week.
Flax farmers of the mid-Willam-
ette valley section who sold their
crop to the state received $60 for
number 1 straw and $48 for num-
ber 2 straw, the prices correspond-
ing with that paid by the several
cooperative associations to their
members. The price, incidentally,
is more than double the price paid
for the same quality product two
years ago.

- L] L]

There is no indication of any in-
tention on the part of Oregon
motorists to conserve on the na-
tion’s gasoline supply. Sales of
gasoline in Oregon during October
totalled 27,377,376 gallons, a gain
of 4,162,433 gallons over the record
for October, 1940. Gasoline sales
for the first ten months of 1941
according to records compiled by
Secretary of State Earl Snell ag-
gregated 215,322,777 gallons, un
increase of 31,102,388 gallons over
the record for the same period last
year,
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Whether Oregon will switch fr
Portland General Electric to Bon?
neville power for use in its numer-
cus -buildings and institutions in
the Salem area will depend largely
upon what kind of a propesition the
Bonneville administration has to
offer.

Last week Paul J. Raver, Bonne-
ville administrator, was quoted as
saying that the use of Bonneville
power would result in a saving of
from $28,000 to $35,000 a year to
the state.' Inasmuch as the state’s
annual ‘‘Juice” bill under its PGE
contract amounts to only $62,000
a year the [Bonneville offer, on its
face at least, sounds very attrac-
tive. Engineers in the employ of
the Public = Utilities commissfon
had estimated the saving to be
realized by the state through the
application of Bonneville wholesale
rates in the neighborhood of $15,-
000 a year. ..

Just what the Raver proposal
includes is not clear to the Board
of Control whose members want
more light on the situation before
making any move. For one thing,
they want to know if Bonneville
is preparing to deliver the elec-
tricity to the point of use, as is
now being done by the ‘privale
Continued on page.two
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Lamb Feeding
Experiment Ends
At Wheat League

Three Local Boys Contest
In Feeding Wheat To
Pens of Market Lambs

Three Sherman county boys
have been feeding a pen of lambs
in order to compete in the Eastern
Oregon Wheat League’s feeding
contest at Heppner this week end.

Elton Medler of TRufus, (Clyde
Fridley jr., of Wasco and Shelton
Fritts jr. of Grass Valley have fod

2 lambs using wheat as the only
grain ration.

These lambs will be taken to
Heppner Friday morning whero
they will be weighed and graded
immediately upon arrival. They
will be on exhibition until Satur-
day when they will all be taken to
Portland for sale and slaughter.

Tuesday of next week all 30 of
the boys will go to Portland to
attend a program sponsored by the
extension service and Swift & Co.
and the following morning will be
guests of the. packing company on
an inspection tour on which they
will examine the carcasses of the
lambs and see how the selling is
done by commission firms.

This is the first year of the feed-
ing contest. Thirty 4-H club boys
in the wheat area have been caring
for these pens of 12 lambs and
have used wheat as feed. Wheat
league officials have long held that
lambs can be fed out on wheat
and compete with those fed any
other way. This contest was ar-
ranged for a test,

Crop Insurance .
Expanding Yearly

Expanding each year since its
introduction in Oregon in 1939,
federal all-risk wheat crop in-

surance is headed for its greatest
volume in 1942 from the standpoint
of number of farms covered by
policies, according to Clyde Kiddle,
crop insurance assistant with the
state AAA office.

Applications for insurance on
winter wheat have been received
from 5663 farms, Spring wheat
policies are yet to be written, the
closing date being February 28.
For the 1941 crop year, 4691 poli-
cies were in force for both win-
ter and spring wheat.

The loss record for 1941 pre-
sents a sharply contrasting picture
between eastern and western Ore-
gon, Kiddle reports, Of the 1228
loss claims paid up to November
15, only 122 came from the ninc
Columbia basin wheat counties.
Most of the losses were reported
in the Willamette valley, where
insects and plant diseases hit muny
farms. Hail and excessive mois-
ture led as the causes of eastern
Oregon losses.

Nearly every kind of crop haz-
ard is represented in the losses
paid so far. Percentages of .the
total indemnities paid for each
cause of loss were given as fol-
lows:

Plant diseases, 29.2 per cent;
excessive moisture, 18.2 per cent:
insects, 16.9 per cent; hail, 9.9 per
cent; drought, 8.4 per cent: frost,
5.8 per cent; weeds, 2.6 per cent:
volunteer vegetation, 2.6 per cent:
migratory birds, 1.4 per cent; ro-
dents, 1.2 per cent; winter kill, 1.1
per cent; fire, 1 per cent: crusting,
.7 per cent; wind, .5 per _cent:
flood, .4 per cent; lack of irrigation
water, .3 per cent: stray stock,
.1 per cent; poor farming practices
.1 per cent; dust- storms, .06 per
cent.

#

LOCAL GIRL HAS GRADES

Oregon State College, Corvallis,
Nov. 4.—Claudine Lola Thompson
of Moro, freshman in home eco-
nomics at Oregon State college, is
one of 60 freshman women recent-
ly invited by Alpha Lambda Delta,
sophomore women's scholastic hon-
or society, to be guests of the
society at a formal dinner.

Alpha Lambda Delta sponsors
this ‘annual event to which all
freshmen women who made better
than *B'” ayerages while in high
cchool are invited. The purpose ot
the diriner is to encourage high
erhnlactie achievement among the
freshmen. At the end'of their first
year all girls who make a college
grade point average of 3.33 or bet
ter are entitled to become members
of Alpha Lamba Delta; .
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E. B. Manughten,

president of
the First National-Bank of Port-
land, who will speak before the
Eastern Oregon Wheat League at
Heppner today.

Grass Valley High
Gives Mystery Show

Grass Valley High School stu-
dents, under the direction of Mrs.
Ellen Potter, presented a mystery
play last Saturday night at the
auditorium. It was really a mys-
tery, in fact three mysteries roll-
ed into one baffling show that mov-
ed from one to another with each
bang of the outside door -announe-
ing a new character with another
complication.

Dress rehearsal night of a high
school play was depicted but sure-
ly none was ever held with quite
g0 many complications ending with
a call on the red suspendered
villiage sheriff- whose bravery was
less apparent than his moustache.

Court Hears

Farm Requests
For Gravel

Comnittee Named To
Arrange Participation In
1943 Pioneer Celebration

No great problem confronted ©
the county court when it met Wed-
nesday morning. With the budget
out of the way and most of the
year's work done the only excite-
ment was the flurry caused by a
group of farmers from the Grass
Valley section who wanted gravel
spread on the roada leading to
their farma.

V. B. Eakin offered to help haul
and spread gravel if it could be
used to surface the Rutledge road
east of the school house and south
to his place. He also asked for
surfacing on the ridge road which
connects the Lone Rock market
road with the Rutledge market
road. Carl Adams, L. D. Eakin
and Harold Eakin were also in-
terested in rock for .the roads
around Rutledge while the crusher
is - within hauling distance. *

Arzell Lemley, Norris Gilkison
and John Rolfe wanted gravel in
the low places on roads south and
west of town.

To all the court promised to look
over the country Monday and see
what could be done with the road
material on hand.

The court also appointed s
group of men to be known as the
1943 Pioneer Centennial committee
which will aid the celebration
plans of the state and other coun-
ties in observance of the one-
hundredth anniversary of the first
wagon train across the grass

The audience enjoyed every bit covered slopes of the eounty..

of it and the cast showed good
training for their parts.
PREXYS OFFER PRIZE

District presidents, Floye von
Borstel, Cecilia Palmer and Cora
Richards of three eastern Oregon
American Legion Auxiliary dis-
tricts are offering a traveling
trophy to the unit of the three dis-
tricts that makes the best record
in child welfare work. It is to be
awarded to the unit, regardless of
size, whose annual questionnaire
and accompanying report indicates
the greatest contribution to the
education and health of the children
of the community while following
the state child welfare program.

l_\‘i_ﬂ._(:olumbia Cof C
Meets Next Week

Following a conference betweén
the group’s president, Edward E.
I.age of Hood River, and W.
Nelson, secretary, who is manager
of The Dalles chamber of commerse
it was announced Monday that
Columbia river highway and Old
Oregon Trail modernization, ade-
quate publicly owned Columbia
river crossings to connect the Ore-
gon and Washington highways of
the mid-Columbia and . eastern
Ovegon, and.a recognition of plans
for the Old Oregon Trail and Cham
poeg centennial celebration in 19
will form chief topics of featured
speakers at the annual banquet
of the Mid-Columbia chamber of

commerce at the Columbia Gorge _

hotel, Hood River, Tuesday evening
November 9.

Banquet speakers listed by Pres-
ident Lage are:

Piscussion of modernization of
;. S. Highwayv No. 30 from Trout-
dale east, Charles H. Reynolds,
head of the Oregon Trail Associa-
tion, LaGrande: C. D. Bickelson,
Hood River county judge; and
Russell Coldwell, member of the
staff of the main bank of the.
First National of Portland; A re-
view of development on the Col-
umbia ship channel with a refer-
ence to the hamper existing be-
cause of lack of adequate cross-
ing of the Columbia river, W. 3.
Nelson; activities of the United
State army engineer, Colonel Rich-
ard Park, division engineer of
Portland: plans for the 1943 Old
Oregon Trail centennial celebra-
tion, Kenneth L. Hicks, member of
Governor Sprague’s commission of
five, The Dalles, .

An invitation has been extended
to United States Senator Rufus C.
Holman, who, it was stated, will
address- the meeting on  “The
Washington Picture,” provided he
is, not called to Washington be-
fore the banquet.

A business meeting and- confer-
ences of committees will be held
at 4 p. m. Officers will be elected

Members of this committee are
Judge Potter, Commissioners J. M.
Wilson and David Reid, mayors
of the three towns, T. Lester
Johnson, Giles L. French and A. A.
Dunlap, Wily Knighten, Fred
Krusow, E. D. McKee, IClaude
Thompson, A. H. Barnum and
W. G. MdDonald.

Bills were paid including one
for a new dump truck which 1s
being used to take gravel away
from the crusher at present. .
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Club Talks About
Sherars Grade

The Moro Breakfast club found
public affairs sufficiently impér- -
tant to take up the entire time of
the Wednesday morning. meeting.
Action voted was to the effect
that petitions be circulated in
this ‘county and in Wasco county
for presentation to the Waseo
county court asking improvement
on the west side of Shearer’s grade
as far as the school house.

It was pointed out by Martin
Melzer that on this side of the
river the road is being improwed
and the Wasco side is still rough.

Controversy arose over the re- .
quest of the SCS that the elub
tribute calls for bids on the
wood -remaining ‘at_the éamp
resulted in a review of tha
tions between the fair board .
the army and the SCS and
ed in the bids being turned
to the fair board for distribution.
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Farmers Bomw

Heavily on Wheat

In Sherman county the farmers
have borrowed $2,441879.48 from
the Commodity Credit Corpors-
tion on wheat grown here this
year. A great part of this is on
wheat in warehouses and elevatars
although $214,517.12 of this total
has been loaned on farm stored
wheat.

This represents 2,588,948 bush-
els.of grain and is the principal
incomie of 843 farmers or land
owners.

MANY ELK KILLED

A total of 3557 elk were killed"
in the Eastern Oregon avea dur-
ing the recent elk seasom, agcord-
ing to figures released by  the
Oregon State Game Cou :

Records compiled at checking
stations maintained by the Com-
mission showed that 8788 bunters
checked into the hun ares,
considering the dup ons, it
was estimated that app
8000 hunters engaged in the elk
hunt.

Of the 3557 elk killed, 1168 ‘were
bulls, 1727 . were cows.and 661 were

for the ensuing year. calves, T L il
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