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Fifty-Third Year N o . 8

Washington, D.C., December ¿6,
— There is a wild stam pede to be­
came Am ericans among the ap- 
p rtx im ate ly  4,000,000 regiater^u 
aliens. E xact num ber will not he 
known for a few days, b u t the 
l i s t  report showed Oregon w i t h  
24,056 and W ashington w ith 63,- 
673. C alifornia is booming along 
w ith 409,630 and Idaho has 4,195. 
Only New York (w ith alm ost one 
million) has more reg istered  ali­
ens than California.

For years many aliens h a v e  
drifted  along giving no thought 
u  taking out th e ir “papers” until 
they were suddenly shaken out of 
their complacency by the ordei 
from Congress to reg ister, and 
then the scramble began. Prob­
ably all but a few aliens have reg- 
i: tt red, and these deliberately 
made them selves scarce, bu t will 
be picked up later. For the f irs t  
time it is definitely known how 
m any there a re  in the United 
S ta tes. H eretofore the au tho ri­
s e s  have under-stated  the facts 
by anyw here from  one to t w o  
million. •

All over the land A m ericaniza­
tion schools are in progress and 
a new crop of citizens is in the 
making. Meanwhile, other aliens 
r i e  arriv ing , too late for regis- 
tra tio n ; they are refugees from 
Europe.

The curren t congress has tied 
itself up in a knot. I t cannot ad­
journ w ithout a rollcall and there 
are  not enough members present 
to Hi>kv a . quorum. For weeks 
(x nee election) congress has been 
m arking time and will continue to 
do so until the hour of . final ad­
journm ent. On the theory  th a t 
if the European situation was such 
th a t Mr. Roosevelt dare not get 
fu rth e r aw ay from the ‘capital 
than 12 hours, congress should a l­
so rem ain on hand, a sufficient 
num ber—Democrats and Republi­
cans—agreed to stick. Having 
adopted this policy, a m ajority  of 
the senators and representa tives 
rushed home, where they still are. 
This has left a handful to go thru 
the motions of m eeting twice a 
week: not enough to tran sac t 
business. The rub will come when 
an a ttem pt is made to pass a bill 
for mileage to cover railroad fa n  
for the unauthorized visit home.

Despite the wish of P resident 
Roosevelt th a t the inauguration 
be as simple as possible, the  com­
m ittee in charge is planning an 11- 
day celebration. The committee 
explains th a t a sm ashing big cel­
ebration, with everyone taking 
p art, will impress the Latin-Am- 
ei teas and will dem onstrate to 
H err H itler th a t the U nited State« 
is Lehind its chief executive. Of­
ficially, the inaugural will be on 
Jan u a ry  20—and everyone is hop­
ing th a t the w eather will be good, 
although the records show Ja n u ­
ary  20 as storm y. Tickets are 
now selling in a range from  $2.50 
to $10.

new set-up is being discussed 
for the CCC camps (1,500 all 
to ld). The demand for reserve 
officers in the arm y is draining 
th is personnel and owing to the 
national defense activities there 
is a proposal to perm it some o th­
er agency than the arm y to fu r­
nish the food and clothing hereto­
fore looked a fte r by the q u a rte r­
m aster departm ent. There are CCC 
camps spotted all over the Pacific 
northw est and 4 h e y  represent 
money to the im mediate vicinity. 
In the past seven years 2,728.977 
enrollees have benefited from  CCC 
camps, the average num ber in 
camp a t one time being 300,000. 
E arnings sent home have helped 
10.000,000 dependents. While a l­
most all the camps are engaged 
in pome sort of conservation, nine 
are engaged in stric tly  notional 
defense projects for the arm y

Suggestion is made th a t a com­
mission be appointed by the pres 
idont to advise how national re ­
sources can he used for defense 
reeds w ithout im periling the fu ­
tu re  supply. Such a board, ^ f o r

• example, would pass on the m at­
te r of cu tting  of spruce in O lym ­
pia national forest, W ashington— 
v-v -'h i- now proposed—the can­
ning of salmon from the Columbia 
and Alaska; the pack of tunafish  
Ca 1 ifornia sardines; production of

I Continued on Page two)
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Senate Convenes in Old Court Chamber
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Scene as senate convenes in the original U. S. senate chamber used by them from December, 1819, 
to January, 1859. then used by the Supreme court from 1860 to 1935. The move was made because of repairs 
to roofs of the regular house and senate chambers. Photo shows Sen. William King, president pro tern of 
senate (right) on rostrum. ~  ~ ~

Americans Spend Sherman County
M u ch  M o n e y  ¡Pioneer Passes 
For Cosmetics *) _ . .  . .

rnday AfternoonAm ericans spend $400,000,000 
annually  for cosmetics and less 
than $300,000,000 for both indus­
tria l and agricu ltu ra l research.

Despite the fact th a t there are 
agricu ltu ra l experim ent stations in 
every sta te , only $44^829,75® was 
spent on agricu ltu ral research in 
1939, or les« than one-fifth of the 
am ount spent for industrial re ­
search.

These were some little  known 
facts brought out by C. A. Sune- 

sacn, in charge of w heat research 
in  the Pacific coast region, who 
came from Davis, California to ad­
dress the E astern  Oregon W heat 
league in Pendleton recently. Of 
the am ount spent stric tly  for a g ri­
cultura l research, slightly  under 
825,000,000 is supplied by the fed­
eral governm ent, while ju s t over 
S20,000,000 is from sta te  funds.

“ Some people believe th a t crop 
im provem ent work is prim arily 
ccncem ed with m aking two blades 
of g rass grow where one grew  be­
fore,” Suneson painted out. “T hat 
is largely  fiction. While we are 
D ying to m aintain productivity in 
the face of. declining fe rtility  ano 
intensified disease and insect haz- 
pres in w heat research, we are 
zlso directly  concerned with the 
im provem ent of quality  through 
the reduction of stnut, and d is tr i­
bution of pure seed, and w ith in­
creasing our knowledge of inheri-

Albefrt M. W righ t died Friday 
otternoon in a hospital in The 
Dalles a f te r  an illness of several 
weeks.

He was born in Zanesville, Ohio,
March 26, 1860 and lived in th a t 
s ta te  as a youth learn ing  the 
m arble cu tting  trade from  his 
fa th e r who was a contractor and 
builder. March 22, 1883 Mr.
W right was m arried to Jessie F.
Adams with whom he. celebrated 
their golden wedding anniversary 
here in 1933. She passed aw ay 
on October 7, 1934.

In the sp ring  of 1884 the 
W rights, fa th e r and son, came to 
Oregon and settled, w ith their 
fam ilies on land in w hat is now’
Sherm an county. Their home­
steads were east of G rass Valley 
in the se ttlem ent of Rutledge and 
they were active in establishing 
the Rutledge church there. He 
was a lifelong member of the*
^lethodist fa ith .

L ater A1 W righ t moved to a 
farm  east of Hay Canyon where 
he lived until he reitired from
farm ing  nearly  30 years ago. H? j ----------------------
moved to Moro where he engaged ' »1 P •
in the hardw are and im plem ent VIVlI SerV lC C  
business with R. J. Ginn and J.
E. Coleman in the firm of Ginn, A n n n i m m c  T a c f c  
Coleman & Co., continuing in th a t ™ iH U U n L C 5  1 C o ld

Trashy Fallow 
Holds Water 
Better In 1940

First Year’s Testing

Shows Rough Fallow

Wetter In October
The m erits of trashy  sum m er 

fallow have been cussed and dis­
cussed during recent years. The 
purpose of the experim ents being 
conducted on both the Sherm an 
and "Pendjeton Branch Experim ent 
Stations is to assemble reliable in­
form ation about the use of. straw  
on oi close to the surface. In 
connection with the value of straw  
as a brake on evaporation during 
the summer, the ’ following figures 
from the Moro station are of in­
terest. Soil sam ples were taken 
during the first half of October. 
They show th a t for 1940 the sub­
surface tillage which leaves all 
s tlaw  on the surface conserved 
more moisture than the one-way 
disk or moldboard fallow which 
were second and third, in th a t o r­
der. This year, to use the figures, 
on eight inch plowing there w ai 
1.06 inches more m oisture in six (

Flu Finds Victim 
In Nearly Every 
Family Here

It seems th a t the flu is going 
to put everyone in bed before the 
epidemic fs Stopped. Every fam ­
ily in town and the surrounding 
country has one or more members 
in bed or moping around.

The disease has not been bad ' 
and no ofie has been seriously ill 1 
f:em  it. They have coughs, chills 
and fever and aching backs, and 
fc tl much more com fortable in 
1 cu. They usually get up in a 
day or two and go a-boqt their 
work again  but w ithout much pep.

A list of those who have been 
down with it would read like a 
roll call of the citizens of the 
community. Several families have 
bad four out of five sick a t  once.

W. L. Wilson and Wife 
To Celebrate

Mr. and Mrs. W*. L. Wilson of 
| Rufus are celebrating fifty  years 
1 o f  m arried life next Sunday, De­
cember 29. True, this date i s 
short a few weeks of the actual 
fifty years but all the family is

fi et of soil under the sub-surface! >̂v home Sunday.

Prize Winners 
In Drawing 
Announced

The finaN draw ing of the Moro 
Community club was held S a tu r­
day afternoon a t  the Moro Hotel 
w ith  W. F .‘ McLeod acting the 
Santa Claus part. Those receiv- 
i lg  g ifts  were Lucy Ruggle.?,
W ayne Thompson, Lyle Woods,
Mrs. Clyde Gillmor, H erb H ard­
man, Donald Thompson, D. M.
Russel, Mrs. Wesley Fuller, C. F.
Lemon, M argaret Caldwell, Boo moldboard fallow (average of o 
Hoskinson, W. B. Rice, Mrs. L. L. rnd  8” plowing) 6.05” in the sub- 
Peetz, S. A. Hall, D. Helyer, May surface tillage and 5.50” in the 
Belshe, E. Amidon, Russell Hoi- cne-way disk fallow.
luishead, in the order named. I -------------------------

tillage than under moldboard fa l­
low The one-way disk, under the 
same conditions showed .39” more 
n o is tu re  than the . moldboard 
fallow.

Differences in 5” plowing were 
not so g reat. The average of 5’ 
end 8” plowing showed 10.78” as

Mr. Wilson was born Ju ly  4, 
1864, a t Mountain City, Tenn., 
olid Mrs. Wilson was born July 
9, 1*872 a t Estellville, Va. They 
Wtre m arried a t Bentonville, Ark., 
Jan u a ry  18, 189-1. In May of that 
year they left for the w’est, land­
ing at G rants. They went t u

total m oisture in six feet of soil ! w cik for Pat MdDonald and. later 
for the moldboard fallow, *11.57” j took up land near h is jd ace . , 
for the sub-surface tillage (a'd ' ia.H fjve of the living children 
straw  on top) and 11.02’ for the wjjj j)0 present December 29. They 
cne-way disk fallow. a ie  four boys, Dow of John Day,

Oi course a l t  of this total mois- I Dwight of Berkeley, (’a t ,  Atlee 
tu re  is not usable by plants. Fig- j of Ruf us> antj Charles of Moro, 
uring the am ount of usable mois- I . n,j a d augh ter in Portland. The
■ui e there was 5.26 inches in the 

r,” meeting will be held in the-grange 
b a l l ,  and all friends are invited 
to conn* from 2 to 5 p.m.

Sherman County May 
Have CCC Enrollee

Rates For Farm 
Payments To Be Less

Mi', and Mrs. Philip 
i r e  here for Christm as, 
from St. Helens, where 
v/oi king.

Ruggles
coming

Phil is

1939 Driest Year
1940 Wettest In 
County History

Oddity In Weather 

Antics Made By 

December Rains

Here is one for the book.
Last year, 1939, was the driest 

calendar year ever recorded in  
Sherman county, there being but 
b.43 inches of moisture coming 
down ip the entire twelve months 
from January 1 to January  1.

W ith the ra ins of the pant week 
1940 has been the wettest year 
evei recorded in Sherman county 
w ith 15.13 inches of rainfall up to 
Thursday morning.

A few years ago we were all 
ta ’king about trends in rainfall 
and long time drouth period». It 
xeems that this breaking of rec­
ords a t both ends of the scale in 
two successive years m ight d o 
something to that theory.

The highest rainfall for any cal­
endar year before 1940 was in 
1937 when 14.91 inches fell.

¡December bids fair to be slight­
ly drier than usual, for only 1.03 
inches had fallen by Thursday.
Rain was still falling, however,

.cud it may reach an inch and »
half by the firs t of the year.

W eather for the week • * /
Date Max. Mm. Free.
19 38 29 .10

“îo” * 42 32 ^3
21 39 31 .12
22 42 32 T
23 41 • 31 .10
24 47 31 .04
25 47 32 T

“BLIND DRIVING”
When a driver takes hia eyes off

the road for only one second whea 
traveling at a speed of thirty 
miles an hoar his car covers a db- 
tcnce of 40 feet, according to the 
public safety department of Ore­
gon State Motor Association.

Miss Norma Melzer came up 
from Portland to celebrate Christ­
mas at home.

Ri tes for farm  benefit paym ents 
under the AAA for 1941, which 
are again arranged so as to place 
more emphasis on soil conservation 
haxe been approved by the secrc- 

tween the age of 17 and *23 and a ' ta ry  of agriculture and announced 
half. The financial restric tions *!’r the guidance of all local A'AA I official 
have been lifted so any one qual- officials throughout the country, 
ifying otherw ise may join. Appli- Rates of importance to Oregon 
cation should be made to Mr."* r re  *in so n e  cases slightly  lower

Kenneth W alker, county w elfare 
adm inistrator, announced this week 
th a t the quota for Sherm an coun­
ty to the CQCorp is one youth be

W alker.

tance, diseases, insect pests, and business until its sale la s t year, 
cnem istry and physiology of the 
wheat p lan t.”

The speaker called atten tion  to 
the outstanding  contributions made 
In w heat breeding. He discussed 
the development of Rex w heat in 
Oregon, of A lbit and H ym ar in 
W ashington, and of the new hybrid 
variety , Relief, in California.

“ Im provem ents such as these do 
mean increased production in the 
sense th a t we elim inate losses from 
certain  hazards, but in doing this 
we also tend to staibliize produc­
tion because of more certain re­
sults and lower production costs,” 
he pointed out.

One of the problems now being 
worked on with considerable suc- 
cees is to* breed varieties with 
shorter straw  so th a t less difficulty 
will be encountered in higher ra in ­
fall areas in practicing the trash y  
fallow system  for erosion control, 
he addeed. .

Mr. W right -was alw ays active 
ir  public affairs and served his 
school dis-trict, his town, county 
rnd  state  in m any positions. He 
was elected county com m issioner 
in 1901 and served two term s in 
th a t capacity. He was councilman 
of Moro for 20 years being active

G. V. LODGES CELEBRATE 
Masonic fam ilies gathered Tues.

n ight fo r  th e ir Christm as party . I 
The children en tertained with a 1 
C hristm as program , games were 
played, refreshm ents served a t a j 
late hour. This was also b irthday  
anniversaries for some of the 
members. A beautifully decorated ) 
free stood at one end of the hall 
with wrapped g ifts stacked be­
neath and everyone received g ifts 

Members o f  the Rebekah lodge 
ifid fam ilies and Odd Fellows and 
families and (friends gathered a t 
the lodge hall Y/ednesday evening 
for th e ir C hristm as p a r ty  which 
war in the form  of a barn dance. 
The hall was decorated with com

Treasurer Is Principal Change In 
State Officers For 1941

By A. L. l/ndbeck
Salem, Or., Dec. 26.—Oregon’s

The United S tates Civil Service 
Commission has announced th a t 
applications will be accepted at its ; 
W ashington office for the positions 
listed below.

Accounting and auditing  assi<^i

, than were announced a year ago, 
j although they are on ap p ro x im a t’- 
i ly the same level as actual pay- 
1 m ents this year. The previously 
! announced rates were reduce I 
! slightly because of heavier partic- 
I ipation in the program  than antici- 
I j ated, says Will Steen, s tate  AAA 

committee chairm an.
The national goal for soil deplet­

ing crops is announced as the same 
, ax this- year, th a t is between 270,- 

000,000 and 285,000,000 acres. Tb-
tan t, $1,800 a year. A pplicants) f ° r wheat in 1911 is fiom 60,- 
m ust have completed two years of • 600,000 to 65,000,000 acres, also t  e 

same as this year. Actual plant-study, which included accountan-
in m any civic im provem ents dur- cy, in a residence school; or have 
ing th a t time. In 1918 he was had 3 years of experience in book- 
elected to the s ta te  legislature, keeping, accounting, or auditing; 
serving two reg u la r and two spec- nr they m ust be certified public 

1 ial term s in Salem. This was dur- accountants. Closing dates Janu- 
i ing the period when highw ays ary  2, 1941.

were being built over the sta te  * Jun io r warehouse exam iner, $2,- 
i v.hich gave the represen ta tive an ooo a year, A gricultural M arket- 

epportun ity  to aid m aterially  in ¡ng Service, D epartm ent of Agri- 
) ge ttin g  the Sherm an highway ■ culture. The optional subjects are
j through this county. i cotton warehouses and grain  ware-

Surviving are  two daughters, houses. Applicants m ust have com-
1 Mrs. Charles Belshee and Mia. i pleted a t least 14 units of high- 
j Howard Belshee both of Moro, an j school* study, unless they pass a 

adopted son, Ray Havener of Klick- j general w ritten test. They must 
ita t, W ashington: th ree  sisters, i also have had appropriate experi- 

i Mrs. D. H. Leech, Mrs. W alter cnce in cotton or grain warehouses, 
F raz ie r of Y akim a, W ashington o r in banking institu tions engag­
e r  d Mrs. Johnnie O’Leary cf ed in financing such businesses. 
M ontana. Closing date January  9, 1941.

The funeral was held Sunday '
nfternopn a t two o’clock from th “
P resbyterian  church with Rev.
H. G. Hanson officiating. In te r­
m ent was made in the Moro ceme­
tery  beside the body of his wife.

December 31 Deadline 
For Wheat Loans

December 31 is the las t date on 
which w heat loans can be made 
says the county agent. Those 
wishing to borrow on their crop

family will continue to 
function with only one m ajor 
change of personnel a f te r  the first 
o f  the year. Leslie M. Scott of 
Portland, the voters’ choice for 
s tate  treasu rer in the recent elec- 
♦iou will take over the duties now 
performed by W alter E. Pearson 
on Januitry  6. In addition to his 
duties as s tate  treasu rer Scott will 
al-o sit in as a member of the 
Board of Control, Land Board, 
P rin ting  Board and S tate Bond 
cim m ission. In compliance with 
the sta tu to ry  provision th a t re ­
quires the treasurer-elect to take 
♦he oath of office within twenty 
days of his official notification 
Scoti was sworn in by Justice P e r­
cy R. Kelly this week, the simple 
ceremony taking place in the 
presence of a few friends in the 
supreme court chamber.

Incidentally, Justice Kelly e*b- 
comes chief justice of the supreme 
court a fte r January  1, succeeding 
Justice John L. Rand who has held 
that post of honor for the past 
two years.

• » •
In addition to the $19,506,ofro of 

general fund cash which it is es­
tim ated will be required to finance 
r ppropriation-supported s ta te  ac­
tivities during the next two years,

ings for 1940 harvest totaled 64,- 
388,000 acres, as compared with a 
10 year average from 1928 to 1937 
of 69,310,000 acres.

The acreage goal for potatoes is 
elso the same as this year a t  3,- 
100,000 to 3,300,000 acres. Acreage 
planted in 1940 totaled 3,122,000 
acres, while the average harvested 
acreage for the 10 years ending in 
1T37 was 1,705,000 acres.

The, wheat paym ent for wheat 
pllotm ent farm s has been set a t 8 
cents per bushel of the normal 
yield on each allotment. A deduc­
tion of 50 cents per bushel of th e ]s ta te  boards, commissions and dc- 
normal yield will be made for each paitm ents will spend the huge
acre planted to wheat in excess of 
the wheat acreage allotm ent on 
each partic ipating farm . No an ­
nouncement has yet been made re­
garding the ra te  of w heat parity  
paym ents to be made in 1941.

The ra te  of paym ent for pota-
SEAL SALE PROGRESSING 

Reports made to. the county
chairm an by the local chairmen tqes grown within the allotm ent 
op December 23 are as follows: ( is 2.3 cents a bushel, compared with
Wasco $107.55, Rufus $33.30, i 2.7 cents paid in 1940. O ther ra tes
I\ent $18.25, Grass Valley $78.30, I cf in terest to Oregon are commer
Moro $115.00. Total to date is 
$352.40. These C hristm as seals 
finance the bounty, sta te , and na­
tional campaign for the eradica­
tion of tuberculosis. By the sale 
of Christm as seals, the Sherman 
County Health association, which 
retains 70 per cent of every dol­
la r ’s w oith of stam ps sold in the 
county, aids greatly  in controlling

cial vegetables, $1.30 per acre

sum of $87.000,000 according to 
estim ates filed with the s ta te  bud­
get director. G reatest spending 
agency will be the highway de­
partm ent whoge budget calls for 
a to tal of $31,000,000 financed 
largely through gasoline taxes, 
nut mobile licenses and federal 
gri nts. E xpenditures of the Pub­
lic W elfare commission are es ti­
mated a t $19,200,000 including, 
l'quor profits, federal aid and

compared with $1.35 this year; and j county contributions tow ard relief 
soil building allowance ra tes, which i of the ’needy. jThe Unemployment 
determ ine the. am ount of conser- j Compensation commission expects 
vution paym ents to be earned, set-I to 4 ia i  iurse $9,700,000 in jqbless 
at approxim ately the same levels insurance paym ents and administ-
as this year.

from  the governm ent have three 
shocks, pumpkins and shocks of da^s in which to complete the ar- ! tuberculosis in our community, 

G ifts were exchanged and rafigem ents. Several loans have) Miss. Holmes pointed out. 
a t a late^ been made recently, because of the

prevailing low price of wheat.

Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Grady left 
Tuesday with Christm as g ifts  for

trative • costs, financed through 
taxes, on industrial payrolls. E x­
penditures of the Industrial Acci­
dent commission are estim ated at

grain
iefre8hments served 
hour to about 76.

“ Help protect your home by buy­
ing iChristmas seals.”

their children. They were going $9,500,000 in benefit paym ents ’.o 
to the home of their son Ed for | injured workmen and their depen-
C hristm as and will be joined there 
by Nyal and wife.

Cf

dents. Expenditures by other 
non—general, fund activitiee in-

elude: World War Veteran« State 
Aid commission, $5, oo,ûoû,ûoo; 
Fish, gam e, fo restry  an d  ag r ic u l­
ture departm ents, $3,200000; edu­
cation (in addition to appropria­
tions from  general fund) $3,000,- 
000; public u tilities  commission 
and other teg u la to ry  bodies, $£,- 
000,000; general government, $900,- 
C00, health and san ita tion , $400,- 
000.

« • •
Â discarded m easure of the 1935 

session has been dug out of the 
scrap heap, dusted off end ia being 
p’erented to members of the 
furthcom ing legislative session as 
the solution to the problem of what 
to do with the s ta te ’s aged resi­
dents. ¡Briefly, the measure pro­
vides for a re tirem en t annuity ef 
$60 per month, or so much thereof 
ns finance will permit, to all resi­
dents of the s ta te  who have passed 
their sixtieth  b irthday  and who 
are ready to cease gainful employ­
ment. The retirement annuity 
would be financed through a tax  on 
.wages, salaries and o ther individ­
ual incomes. The 1936 measure 
<alled for a tax  of one 7 percent 
with a provision that thia levy 
could be increased to a maximum 
of two and one half percent i f  ex­
perience proved the one percent 
levy to be inadquate. The measure 
has the support of leaders of the 
cU  age pension movement who, 
it is understood, will offer it to 
the session as a substitute for the 
program  to be offered by the gov­
erno r’s interim  committee for the
retirem ent of public employees.

• • • ■
Lt. Col. Elmer V. Wooten, state 

director fo r selective service, re* 
turned Friday from Washington, 
D. C., where he conferred with 
national officials on problems' con­
nected with the draft. While nd 
official word has yet been received 
on the subject Wooten expects a 
call for a large number of Oregon 
men for military training in Jan­
uary.

• • •  •-
One of the biggest •problems 

confronting the ' approaching leg­
islative session will be that of re­
apportioning the  state. While the 
constitution provide» that th:s 
task shall be undertaken every tea 
years, following eaçfr federal cea-

(Contiqped on page four)
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