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Kir * Leopold Inspects Belgian Defense Measures
«
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W ashington, D. C., Feb.2.— '
White House was not consulted by | 
Secretary o f the Interior Ickes ' 
when he suggested a five-year plan 
of irrigation to provide homes for 
dust bowl refugees who have nri-

, grated to the Pacific coast. With- , 
out approval of the president, the | 
Icke« plan is merely something to j 
talk about.

Oregon ranks near the top in j 
projects proposed by the secretary; 
46,000 acres wkh. estimated cost 
of non-relief furids of $1,500,000. 1 
Because Grand Coulee will ulti- i 
mutely reclaim 1,250,000 acres the i 
secretary considers that project is ! 
sufficient for Washington and does ' 
not suggest additional deevlopment 
as in other western states.

In the part ten years, the sec­
retary  estim ates, 18,000 fam ilies! 
ha ve migrated to Washington and 
a similar number to Oregon, and 
7000 homeless families went to 
Idaho. California topped all with 
an estimates 110,000 families (the 
■ Okies” which have been described 
i l l  novels and on the screen.)

Sctetary Ickes proposes that 
these m igrants be given an oppor­
tunity to have homes on land now 
requiring w a te r ‘instead of hiving 
like bees in m igratory labor 
camps in Oregon and Washington, 
waiting for seasonal crops. Bu­
reau of reclamation has itemized 
the Oregon project which can

mW
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Leopold, soldier king of B elgium , w alks past a tank as he inspects B elgian  defen ses aldhg the border 
fronting G erm any. S im ilar scen es are being enacted in the N etherlands, another low land oountry, where 
troops also have been m assed  to fight the threat of Nazi invasion. In case  of invasion both B elgium  
and the N etherlands can be partially  flooded by m eans of d ikes. -» *

Sherman County 
Citizens Swell 
Liquor Profit -

The report of the Oregon Liquor 
Control commission for 1939 dis­
closes much information about the 
sale and consumption of liquor in 
Oregon in that year. In this 
county $G740.20 worth of liquor 
was sold in Moro and $9585.75 in 

start immediately and efficiently.: Wasco. This made a profit for 
On tributaries of the Rogue and the state  of $3831.49 which goes 
Dochutea rivers or in the Lahon- to the public welfare organiza- 
baajn (not particularized are these tion of the state.
projects) 9000 acres can be water- ‘ In 'the state as a whole $8,380,- 
ed for $600,000. Suggested also 515.93 w’as ¿p nt for liquor which 
is Bully creek resorvoir on the
Vale project, bringing in 33,000 
acres at a cost of $500,000. In 
Clackamas county the Canby irri­
gation district can be . expanded 
another 4000 acres by pumping or 
diversion at a cost of $400,000.

Idaho suggested projects. 11,300 
acres on Weiser river and tribu­
taries, estimated at $200,000, and 
Devil creek resorvoir on Malade,
7000 acres at $200,000.

• • «
For preservation of salmon runs 

in Columbia river and its tribu­
taries, bureau of fisheries proposes 
for cultural stations $25,000 (ini­
tial,) for Spirit lake, Cowlitz coun­
ty, Washington $50,000 j for the 
upper salmon: $75,000 for the 
Clearwater; $25,000 for expanding 
the hatchery at Little Wnite Sal- j 
men, and $25,000 for expansion at !
Carson, W ashington, ?— —---------'-j

The Payette- system in I d a h o  
should have a hatchery if Black 
canyon dam is made passable for 
fish. Snake river requires a 
hatchery for'propagation, and an­
other is needed to rebuild the runs 
in Clearwater,. Idaho. Rehabilita: 1 
tion of runs in Entiat, Wenatchee, ,
Methlow and Okanogan are ex- j 
pected to compensate for loss of 
spawning areas above Coulee dam. .

Special problem in Willamette , 
river and tributaries is pollution.

returned a profit of $2,074,242.18 
or 24.73 per cent. It is estimated 
that no more liquor was sold than 
in 1938 but prices were made high­
er in the spring to increase the 
pr< fits as a larger sum was asked 
by the legislature than for prev­
ious years.

H. A. Sommer 
Buried Monday

The funeral of H, A. Sommer, 
long a resident of Sherman coun­
ty, was held at Grass Valley Mon­
day afternoon at two. o’clock fol­
lowing his death Friday night at 
a hospital in The Dalles. He had 
been seriously ill but a short time.

Mr. Sommer came to this coun­
try from Germany and settled east 

j of Bourbon in the eighties when 
the great influx of settlers was 
on. He farmed extensively and 

1 was a t on.? time a leading producer 
of purebred Percheron horses and 
He’eford Chttle.

i He is survived» by his widow, 
Mrs. Ellen Sommer, two daughters, 
Mrs. Kenneth M artie and Mrs. C.
I. Lafoon, both’ of Kent and thre?

, step children, A. W. McLeod of j 
Moro, ,W. A. McLeod of Bend and 
Mrs. J. K. Irby of Arlington and

Present state hatcheries must be grandchildren
rebuilt or modified owing to the 
comprehensive plan for flood con­
trol of Willamette valley. _

One of the best known finaheial 
houses in Wall Street is making 
an investigation of the possibilities 
of a proposed new industry to use 
power from Bonneville. If the 
survey is satisfactory the house 
will put up the money for the en­
terprise and the operation might 
"be located anywhere on the west 
side of the Cascade range, a site 
on tidewater not being essential 
if there is land transportation.

' -r. • <1 e ♦
Administration’s proposed farm 

program based on subsidies has 
failed to provide parity prices, and 
the Okanogan county Pomona 
Grange, Washington, has petition­
ed congress, via Charles H. Leavy, 
for cost of production to be paid 
farm ers for domestically consum­
ed portion of their products. The 
G/angr also protests against the 
president extending the national

Rev. W. I. Eck conducted the 
funeral from th? Methodist church 
in Grass Valley, the service of the 
Lutheran church being used, as 
deceased
member.

had been a life long^

Over 300 Now At 
E. 0 . C. of.Education

Move Started To F a rm ers  A t te n d  
Fight Budget Cut ° ’M ea ra  T r a c to r

On Experiments
The news report from W ashing­

ton that the administration budget 
had cut the appropriations for ex­
perimental work for cereal'crops 
and diseases and for dry land farm ­
ing has been redue;d to figures 
for Oregon that show that the 
Moro station would lose $2600 and 
the Pendleton field station $4900. 
Th? Hermiston station would lose 
so much that it would ibe discon­
tinued and some other agricultural 
and timber work in Oregon wotild 
be curtailed.

The reduction in the appropria­
tion for the 'Moro station would 
mlike it necessary to discontinue 
some of the experiments that have 
beer, carried on here, some for 
nearly thirty years. At Pendleton 
the cut would leave only experi­
ments in new varieties, it is under­
stood although the decision as to 
what would remain would probab­
ly be made by the .bureau of plant 
industry and the Orc ;on author­
ities.

News reports of this week indi­
cate that the agricultural commit­
tee is inent on making further 
reducions.—

The value of the station to warm ­
ing in this country and in the Col­
umbia basin as a whole is such 
that a  determined stand will b e  
taken by farm ers and public bodies- 
to have the sums returned to the 
budget.

The executive committee of the 
Moro Breakfast club, the most 
active civic body here, met Wed­
nesday night to form an organiza­
tion to prepare a brief, or to co­
operate with other groups desiring 
to do so, in order that the case of 
the wheat farm er of this area may 
be properly presented to the mem­
bers of the eommitte? and the Ore­
gon delegation in congress. Named 
by President George Updcgraff 
were Giles French, J. B. ¡Adam-?, 
L. C. W right, M. M. Oveson, H. B. 
Pinkerton. . . ,.

January Beats Normal 
Precipitation

January ended in this county 
with- more moisture having fallen 

A total of 314 students are en- ; than is the average for the first 
rolled for the winter term a t the ’ month of the year. At Moro there 
Eastern Oregon College of Educa-j was recorded 2.13 inch.s of mois- 
tion in LaGrande, which is an in- i ture, at Wasco 1.83, at. Grass Val- 
c?ease of 19.8 per cent over the j lGy 1.27 and a t Kent 1.38. The 
262 enrolled in the winter t^ m  a , average for the month is 1.61 over
year ago

There are 137 students enrolled
in the regular lower division uni­
versity or junior college course 
and 177 in the el.m entary school 
teacher' training course. /  Eleven 
are transfer studets from other 
colleges who have elected to a t­
tend E.O.C.E. >

For the first time in the history
• park program in Washington. 'By . the College, the number of raen-\ Date

a period of 27 years.
During the month 18 inches of

snow fell at Wasco and 16 inches 
i at Moro. The last snow at Moro 

contained .85 - inch of moisture 
which was much more than it was 
further south, there being .42 at
Grass Valley and .52 at Kent, 

i Temp, ratures ranged from 48 to
1/1 above zero during January.

executive order , three weeks ago 
the president enlarged Olympic' 
national park.

There i<? a proposal to expand 
Cri'F r - ’akr park to include Dia- 
mend lake, hut this m ean/ a row
between the forest service and the

Continued on Page Two

a;id women- students are equal With 
exactly 157 men and 157 women.

Of the total registration 173 are 
ftrct year students, 121 second 

J  mb nt», 18 third year<^tu- 
dents, and two who ar college 
graduates taking the teacher train­
ing course.

Date Max.- Min. Prec.
25 20 14 .30
26 27 16 r .40
27 46 20
28 41 20
29 43 /  25

30 43 27
31 35 25

t-U j

School Tuesday
A crowd of fanners and farm er’s 

sons that filled the opera house at 
Wasco, gathered Tuesday to a t­
tend the P a t OTMeara tractor 
school „ and spent the morning 
watching a series of pictures of 
John Deere farm  machines in oper­
ation. Many new ones were pic­
tured, some for the purpose of 
handling crops not grown here, 
but- interesting hecauoe all farm­
ers like .to thp .develop­
ment of machinery.

The Caterpillar company sent 
cut away models to show the farm ­
ers how their machinery works. 
Driven by lit tk  motors, transm is­
sions and differentials and final 
drives slowly turned so that any 
one could see what the inside of a 
gear box looks like while plowing 
is going on.

At noon the ladies of the town 
served a plate lunch to the crowd 
which later listened to talks on 
farm ing practices and more about 
the machinery used to do it." It 
was one of the largest shows held 
in Wasco.

Horse Market
May Get Better

If the European w ar makes 
much demand on the horse supply 
in th t United States, a pronounced 
shortage will result, declares Dr. 
W. H. Lytle, chief of the state de­
partm ent of agriculture revision 
of animal industry.

France has contracted already 
to purchase in this country 6000 
horses for war use, and if the war 
continues more purchases are ar£ 
tierpated.

F ew er H orses Now

The U. S. horse population, al­
ready low, decreased ,/u rth e r in 
1939 due to smaller colt crop6, 
encephalomyelitis and tractor com­
petition.
. Even if war demands do not de­

velop materially, there should still 
be an active demand for horses 
this year because there is increas­
ing stress on horse« for recreation­
al use. Also replacement will be 
necessary for a certain percentage 
of the animals used in farm  work.

The country had in the neighbor­
hood of 10 million horses and four 
million mutes as the year opened. 
The federal farm census of 1935 
listed 171,071 horses and mules of
all ages in Oregon.

New Public Welfare 
Administrator Here

Miss Mary Louise Ireland has 
takep over the duties of Kenneth 
Walker as public welfare adminis­
tra to r for Sherman county and is 
a t the office in the court house. 
Miss Ireland is a graduate of the 
university of Oregon and has done 
graduate work at Columbia uni­
versity in New York. She. has 
recently completed the- school for 
social workers which Mir. Walker 
is now attending.

Rufus District 
To Get Power 
From PP&LCo.

Line To R u  From Celilo To
Ruins and Serve Fifty Six

New Customers
A 14-mile power line to be built 

by Pacific Power & Light company 
will bring electric service to the 
area between Celilo and Rufus, 
north of here on the Columbia 
river, R. V. Lockhart, local agent 
for the company, announced to­

-day.
The project is one of the most 

extensive rural distribution system 
developments undertaken in the 
Mid-Columbia area for several 
years under the company's policy 
of etxending^- electric service to 
as many new users as possible in 
the territory it serves.
. Fifty-six new customers will re­
ceive service from the line.

Plans for the project have just 
been approved and surveys to se­
lect the route of the line will be 
started promptly.

Recent tourist trade development 
of the area, studied by the com­
pany for several years with a 
view to electrification, makes the 
project feasible now, Lockhart 
said.

The new line will serve Biggs, 
Miller, Fleck Orchards, Poplar 
Grove and 'Rufus.

Facilities will be provided for a 
number of auto eamps and ser­
vice stations and for several grain 
houses along the route. At Rufus 
29 customers, including the school 
will be supplied.
• Some power for irrigation pump­
ing will be taken from the line. 
The district to be traversed, fol­
lows roughly the route of the 
Columbia driver highway.

The lino will cost approximately* 
$19,000.

BANK NOW READY TO 
ISSUE MONEY ORDERS

Money orders are now available 
a t the Sherman County branch 
of The First National Bank of 
Portland, according to Lloyd L. 
Hennagin, Manager.,

“This is a new bank service,” 
Mr. Hennagin said. “I t has been in­
troduced for convenience of per­
sons who wish to mail money, pay 
bills and make instalment or mail 
order payments at a nominal cost. 
This new service, offered by all 
of our branches over the state, is 
open to all persons whether or not 
they use any other service of the 
bank.”

L. R. Conlee 
Sell Grocery 
Store To Sons

February first, Thursday, the 
management of the Ci nlee grocery 
became the job of Virgil and 
Howard Contee, sons .of Mr. and 
Mrs. L. R. Conlee who have sold 
spinach and sugar to the people 
of Moro for nearly twenty years 
and now wish to retire to a quieter 
life. They will continue to live in 
Moro and will spend some time on 
their farm , east of tov'n.

Howard Conlee has recently re­
turned from Prineville where he 
has been working for Erickson’s 
grocery for several months. Virgil 
ami wife have been in the store for 
over a year.

2—

Johnson Named 
County Director

University of Oregon, Jan
(Special to the Sherman County 
Journal) Lester Johnson, Wasco, 
was named today as a member of 
the board of directors of the Ore­

gon Alumni association to repre­
sent Sherman bounty. Mr. John­
son will serve three years.

Mr. Johnson is a member of the 
class of 1929 a t the University 
and in 1931 was awarded the de­
gree of Doctor of Jurisprudence 
by the school of law. Mr. John- 
son is district attorney of Sherman 
county. He is a member of Beta 
Theta Pi fratern ity  and was a 
prominent footabU player during 
his undergraduate days.

Tax Figures For 
County Show 
Small Reduction

Utilities Will Pay Over 

22 Percent of Total Tax; 
Personal Property 7.1 Parceat

The abstract of taxes payable 
in 1940 for Sherman county b  a 
so rt of report by the county as­
sessor of the taxes to be paid by 
the property owners and the val­
uations on which they are based.

The special school taxes of the 
county, although levied on only a  * 
part of the districts, total $46,371. 
10 fo r 1940. Nine of the twenty 
one districts pay no special tax, 
sufficient Junds for their operation 
being raised by the sta te  and 
county levies.

The total valuation of the coun­
ty^ including public service, is set 
a t $8,990,164 for 1940. Property 
owned privately or by other than 
public service companies is valued 
Rt $7,321,890. This is the lowest 
valuation that has been set on the 
county since the early days.

The levy for the general fund 
is 7.1 mills which will raise $63,- 
830.09. The state demands $2,- 
421.68 and the elementary school 
tax is $14,457.32. As passed- by 
the budget committee the market 
toads will take $6000, bridges 
$3600, road machinery $3000 and

W.P.A. PAY INCLUDED

Salem, Feb. 2.—Pay on WPA 
or part-time work must be includ­
ed in earnings reports filed with 
the State Unemployment Compen­
sation Commission in applying for 
jobless (benefits, (pointed out Ad- 

fm inistrator Silas Gamer today in
J e l l i n g  attention to several court 

coses Involving false claims.'
John D. Bailie of Klamath Falls, 

who admitted drawing $60.03 ben­
efits while working for the WPA, 
was fined $100 and $7.60 costs. In 
another charge still pending a 
nurse who “forgot" to include more 
than $50 pay on a private case is 
being sought under the act. Sever­
al others who failed to understand 
about includingodd job pay in their 
wiekly report are being warned.

“Those who draw unemployment 
benefits are entitled to $2 a week 
earnings without deductions,” ex­
plained IMn Gaiser, “all earnings, 
however, should Ibe reported so 
that the commission may haye all 
facts in determining the amount 
of the claim.”

the emergency fund $7000. Minor 
items are the school and county 
fairs, the percapita school tax, 
elections, health officer and county 
nurse. Old, age pensions and re­
lief are budgeted a t $5820 and $10,- 
361.09 for the general'operations 
of the county government which 
includes salaries of officers etc.

The levy for city taxes has been 
changed Somewhat and Wasco will 
need 38 mills as a total levy and 
Moro 36.9 and Grass Valley 37.2. 
This will include all taxes to he 
paid by the residents of those 
towns.

The total tax to be raised in 
1940 in this county is $149,876.56 
of which eum local rate payers will 
pay $116,528.48 while public ser­
vice corporations will have te  pay 
$33,348.08 or over 22 percent.

The OWR A N ’s U x will be $26,- 
250.08 or 17.6 percent of the total 
for the county. Personal property 
within the county owned privately 
will pay 7.1 percent of the tax and 
local real property will pay 70.6 
percent.

Tax notices will soon be in the 
hands of the property owners and 
taxes will be due March 15 and 
each quarter thereafter until paid*

Movement Started Against All Games of Chance 
As Petition Is Filed For Vote In November
By A. L. Lindbeck ~
- Striking a t all games of chance 
as well as dog racing the Oregon 
Civic Welfare Association with 
headquarters in Portland has filed 
a preliminary -initiative petition 
with Secretary of State Snell pro­
viding for a proposed constitu­
tional amendment to be voted on 
next November. The proposed 
amendment would ban slot mach 
ines, punch boards», pinball games, 
dart and beano games. Henry M. 
Hanzen, state budget , director un­
der Governor Meier is president 
of the sponsoring organization.

• • •
In order to a ttrac t business back 

to the streams of Oregon the state 
land this week decided to re­
duce sand and gravel royalties 
from ten to eight cents a cubic 
yard. Lewis Griffith, clerk of the 
board, explained, that because of 
high royalty charge many com­
panies have been buying land and 
opening up gravel pits from which 
no royalty is realized by the 
state. • ♦ •

Oregon’s state park system lur­
ed a total of $1,716357 visitors 
into the great outdoors during 
1939, according to figures ju st re­
leased by the state highway de­
partm ent . Checkers employed in 
the parks counted a total of 667,- 
054 automobiles during the year. 
Coast parks, particularly those 
tn Lincoln county within easy ac­
cess of the residents of Portland 
and the populous Willamette val­
ley, entertained the most visitor«. 
Uso of state parks by the public 
had'almost trebles in the past two 
years, highway department records 
show.

V • • A- .
While the operating income» of

Oregon utilities are on th$ decline 
taxes paid by those same Utilities 
are on the increase, it was revealed 
in a report filed with Governor 
Sprague this week by the public 
utilities commission. This report 
show^/that gross revenues of Ore­
gon utilities declined from $77,- 
126,916 in 1937 to $73,138,108 in 
1938. In the same year taxes paid 
by the utilities increased from 
$8,060,239 to $8,630,7226. The 
greatest decrease in revenues was 
shown by electric railroads and 
water utilities. This is accounted 
for by abandonment of many 
electric lines and the conversion of 
water utilities to public ownership.

• ♦ *’ - . - 1 T - i1 „
Oregon motorists, including vis­

itors temporarily touring the state, 
contributed $12,068,499 in gasoline 
taxes to the coffers of the state 
during 1939, according to figures 
compiled by Secretary of State 
Snell. This was an increase • of 
$760,280 over the 1938 gasoline 
tax receipts. According to Snell’s 
figures the gasoline taxes covered 
purchases of 241,169,975 gallons 
of gasoline representing 2,758,984,- 
514 miles of travel.

• • * • »- ,
So-called social clubs in which 

“members” gather to mix and im­
bibe drinks constitute the great­
est (problem in Oregon’s attem pt 
to regulate the sale and use of 
hard liquors, according to the re­
port of the Oregon Liquor Con­
trol commission. Under existing 
laws the commission has no juris­
diction over these clubs and is 
urging support of the “club con­
trol bill” passed by the 1939 legis­
lature but sidetracked to the 1940 
election throug^ the referendum,

A total of 2676 motorists have

had their drivers’ licenses revoked 
in this state since the safety 
responsibility act was made oper­
ative in July, 1936, It was revealed 
this week by Secretary of State 
Snell. Driving while drunk ac­
counted for 2498 o/ these revoca­
tions.

• • •
At long last Governor Sprague 

has moved to fill the lucrative 
post of Insurance Commissioner 
with a Republican. Seth B. Thomp 
son of Portland is slated to suc­
ceed Hugh H. Sarle as head of the 
insurance department on March 1.

This appointment leaves( Dan 
Fry, state purchasing agent as the 
lone surviving member of the old 
Martin regime. While, rumors con­
tinue as to F ry’s pending replace­
ment with a Republican appointee 
beth Governor Sprague and Secre­
tary of State Snell insist that they 
have never discussed the m atter.

Governor Sprague let it be known 
this week that he has under con­
sideration a plan for dividing the 
work of the department, shifting 
more of the purchasing work to the 
shoulders of a subordinate so as 
to leave the secretary of the Board 
of Control free to devote all of his 
time to supervision of the state 
instituions. The excuse for such 
a plan is not clear to capitol ob­
servers unless it is designed to 
pave the way for the appointment 
of some Republican with little or 
no capacity for service aa a purch­
asing agent. Certainly there is 
*o need for a full time stcretary 
to the Board of Control.

Reports that Fry is planning to 
resign to accept some more lu­
crative private post are emphati­
cally denied by the board Secre­
tary who insists that he £as so
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