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DEMOCRACY?

The address of Chester H. Rowell before' Oregon republicans
on Lincoln’s birthday called to mind an important feature of world
developments in the past year. Nearly all of the democracies of
the world have given way to dictatorships because democracies
are slow in times of stress and dictatorships move fast A democ-
racy was never thought to be an efficient form of government for
to many pe 'ple are concerned with it. It is necessarily slow.

v¢ may make our decision and either have a government of
people by the people and for the people such as Lincoln praised or
we may forego our liberty and have a swift moving dictatorship.
It is still possible under democracy to give great powers to offiicers
for a short time and change rapidly, but we should not permanent
ly-change our form of government so as to lose our heritage of
liberty of speech and action. - ;

Here is a question worthy of serious thought.
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WHY NOT A FEW TREES?

The government wheat allotment plan that causes many acres
of Sherman county farm land to lie inactive for ‘two years is
another reason for increased interest in the planting of trees in
this section of the state.

Temporary abandonment of wheat land gives the farmer and
land owner a chance to fight erosion that he has not had before.
For several years the federal government has been conducting
experiments showing that large quanties of good farm land are
being washed away every year and that former fertile fields are
rapidly approaching worthlessness through the effeets of soil
Now, as the farmer must leave a part of his land out of wheat
production according to his contract with the wheat cantrol board,
it is an excellent time for him to remove as much of the erosion
hazard as he can :

Trees are available from the state college this year as former-
{y and proper methods of planting them to stop soil washing can
be had from any extension service man in the state. The variety
of trees most useful for erosion control in this section can be de-
termined and work started on this project this year. It is possible
that federal funds will be forthcoming to establish an experiment
area in the Columbia basin country.

We have been fortunate this year in that there was little or
no erosion, but everyone has, within the last two or three years
seen hillsides shed their top soil and streams carry tons of muddy
water into the creeks and away. When it is considered that the
top six inches of soil contain the larger percentage of plant food

this erosion is very important.
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WHY NOT

The report of the state highway commission showing a reduc-
tion in expendit ires below budget estimates of $711,474 is pleasant
.ews to those who advocate lower costs of government through
ystter mana ement. The commission has not eliminsted any im-
portant function of road building and maintenanee, in fact, thru
tederal aid a great amount of work has heen carried forward.

% .n~nue< have been reduced by lower automobile licenses but
| nission has met this with more efficient management with
Jiant savings ‘What a pleasant day it would be for the

' efficiency ‘could be extended to all departments,
i)

The sa estax, as oppenents say may tax every dollar spent, but

1yout the propertd tax that demands the dollar whether the

how
farmer has anything to spend or not.
—0

And still the weather remains spring like. There are prophe_
sles of evil —snow, freeze outs, a cold and windy spring, dry
ground by April, but still the weather man goes blithely on“dish-

ing out the very best weather on the bill of fare.
) .

Regardless of what the weather is this spring we predict a

very windy time between now and primary election in May. -
—_—C

Women are credjted with actually running government offices.

Well, they have the habit.
—O—

Oregon is now 76 years old but the sons and daughters. and
gran-ichildren were making so much £uss the event was not widely
celebrated.

ST S .
The drinker may have his heydey soon if the new liquor com-

PP

e

ieview of
Week’s Events

i

Its
B

E

at any moment and the country may
become a fascist state like Germany
or fall into the hands' of the radical
socialists as the other extreme. An
international army fis suggested to
keep Austrian fascists and German
fascists from joining hands in case
they are successful in winning the
upper hand in the Vienna fighting. A
general European war is a possibility
again.

Evidence brought before the Amer-
ican congress regarding the air mail
contracts wherein the government
gave large subsidies to airplane com-
paniea to encourage them to develop
the air industry shows that excess
profits were made by them. The
president ordered that all air mail
contracts be cancelled and has given
the carrying of the mail into the
hands of the army fliers. :

Colonel Lindberg and others high
in the airplane industry protested
that such action was unfair in that it

punished an industry without ade-
quate hearing. It has been taken up
in the courts.

Convicts in the state penetentiary
‘at Walla Walla held two prison offic-
ials captive and in company with
them and severa! guards started a
mar-h to the gate holding the offic-
ers in front of them. The warden was
suspicious because he had called the
turfikeys’ office and he had ordered
guards massed at the gate with the
result that six convicts were slain in
the jail break attempt. Two others
died later from their wounds. Ome
guard was stabbec to death with
knives the prisoners had and several
others were seriously wounded.

Down in Klamath Falls two at-
torneys. former law partners, shot it
out acroes the desk of one of them
with the result that Ralph Horan, 30,
representative in the Owregon legis-
lature was killed by Horace Manning,
55, who called the police to come aftd
get him. Causes of the quarrel are
unknown af Manning refused to
talk.

T

The supreme court of the state of
Oregon held the Knox liquor bill con-
stitutional Tuesdsy. This allows the
the liquor commisston to go ahead
with its plans for liquor stores and
agencies in the towns of the state
Home rule is definitely a thing of the
past and the handitng of hard drinks
is in the hands of state officials in-
stead of local officials. All members
of the court signed the opinion.

T?ningf_l_’_olitical

Politics in this 76 year old state of
| Oregon has had its innings thia week
in a big way.

First noteworthy event of the
week was the surprise appointment
of P. J. Stadelman of The Dallea to
be sccretary of state to fill the place
of Hal Hoss whose funeral was held
lest week. It was a surprise even to
Mr. Stadelman. No doubt it was a
pleasant one to him but the same can-
not be said for others. Political prog-
nosticators hoped to be able to deter-
mine from the governor's appoint-
ment some indication of his intentions
regarding the race for another term
and they are unable to do so from his
action in haming Mr. Stadelman.

There is little interest in the new
secretary’s political future as few
think he will make the race for a full
term. He has an active business and
is not widely considered as a strong
candidate.

The 'entrance of General Martin
into the fray for gubernatorial Hon-

of a blue funk.

the doughty generat without saluting.

mission and the old bootlegger start a cut throat price war.

ors threw the republicans into sort
Some of them are as
flustered as a buck private passing

Candidates, or potential candidates,
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