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Our New Serial

JIM

the

(onqueror

By
PETER B. KYNE

An unusually
interesting story
into which is
' woven an ap-
pealing romance, an
abundanceof interesting
and exciting adventure,
a vein of typical Kyne
humor and a number of
lovable characters.

The scene of the story
is Texas. The heroine
is a rich New York girl
transplanted quite by
accident into the border
country, and the hero a
young Texas ranchman
with the blood of Ire-

land in his veins.

It is one of the best
stories this famous
writer has produced.

To appear serially in
these columns, and we
advise every reader to
follow it from beginnihg
to the end.
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CHAPTER I

Old William B. Latham lay on a
wicker chaise longué In the veranda
of his country house, Hillcrest, and
pretended to be asleep—a subterfuge
quite I» keeping with a certaln salient
characteristic of his which, quite early
In his career, had earned for him
the mot Inappropriate sobriquet of
“Crooked BilL” Not that the old ras
cal was erooked In the commonly ac
cepted sense of that term as employed
in the quaint patois of our times (in
deed he was a most honorable man),
but because he was possessed of an
uncomimon of craft, of auda-
clous and generally amusing slyness,
In business and out of it—a sort of
super-prudence born of uncanny In
nate abllity to read human nature

Such men are rarely defficlent in a
sense of humor, aAnd Creoked Bill had
found life more abundantly provoca
tive of laughter than of sighs. He
was popularly believed to have more
money than some folks have hay: he
had no wife to bother his life and he

degree

paddled his own canoe: also, he en
joyed excellent health

It pleased Willlam B. Latham this
late afternoon to pretend to be asleep
In order that he might, from under
the drawn-down rim of his hat, watch
his late wife's nlece engaged-In -a
pastime pecullarly dear to that most

attractive young woman, to wit, snar
Ing and breaking the heart of a youth
whose manifest decencles
for recelving from the young lady in

question what her uncle and guardian

described as “a whole lot of letting
falone.”
With the ordinary run of young

appeared, |
to Crooked BIill, sufficient justification |

gentlemen who lald thelir vealy hearts |

of Miss Roberta Antrim,

had

at the feet

Crooked BIil
less patience
were he-flirts, amusing themselves with

Roberta as outrageously As she
amused herself with them, or else
frankly attracted to her as a moth Is
attracted to a candle flame Up to
the present none of Hoberta's rejects
had committed sulcide, althongh not
less than four had vowed so to do
| Crooked BIill had more than a sus
picion, too, that, In addition to Ro
berta’'s undoubted charms, the fact
that she was his helr was not a neg
ligible attraction to her continuous

and =hifting entourage

In the case of the young gentleman

whi sat with Roberta on the stone
bench under the m, Crooked BIill
could find no extenuvating elreum
stances to adduce as to why Roberta
should not be convicted of Inflicting
cruel and onusual punishment. Glenn
Hackett, to begin with, was of good
family where brains and money. In
evidence for three generations had
always been nsed wisely He was
rather tall, loose-jointed and angular
with a plain honest face llke a kind
horse He was thirty years old a
lawyer and a good one, which I8 to
say that Crooked BIill gladly pald him
A large annuoal retalner The old
man’s highest compliment for Glenn

Hackett was that he had horse sense,

and was the only man he knew whe
appeared to be as common and com
fortable as an old shoe and yet
wASn't

Crooked BIll wished he might have
been privileged to hear what Qlenn
Hackett and Roberta were eaying.
However, he was a falrly accurate
reader of gesture, facia) expression
and nods, s0o he was assured that
Haekett was proposing marriage to
his nlece

“It'l) be like her to refuse him.” he
decided, “and him the only real man
I've ever seen on the premises, And

for once in his life he's doing all the
talking while Roberta does the Nsten
Ing. I Ynow that meek. sad resigned
bend of head while she tugs at
her handkerchief and tries to appear
She have admiration
from men or life is a delusion and a

her

surprised must

snare! And now she's picked on a
victim that's bound to back-fire on her,
or I'm no judge of men Hello, he's
talking too much! He's getting op

pressive She's finding the golng not

ah, [ thought mo!?
i1 drew his

over his nose, opened his mouth

to her llking

Crooked B
down
a little and commenced to breathe In

hat brim

long even respirations He heard the
rapld patter of l”ﬂwrtnq little feet
as she passed him and entered the
house. In about five minutes he heard
the firm, lelsurely tread of Qlenn
Hackett following, and was AWAre,

presently, that the young man had sat

in chair him. 8o he

pretended to sleep on fer five minntes
.

down A beside

then he stirred ugeasily, gritted his
teeth, sighed, opened his cyes, and
yawned pleasurably
‘Well, now that you haven'* had |
your forty winks,” Hackett obhserved
qule “what's your opinlon as to
what 1 next move should be? [ve
just jlited Roberta
ked BRI sat with the abrupt
ness of a Jack-In-thebox, which. In all

little sympathy and |
The majority of them |

falrness, he resembled not a little
“Shoot me for a horse-thief !” he ejac
ulated. “Played fast and loose with
you, eh, boy?”

“No. Just tried to.”

“So you threw the dally over your
pommel and gave her thé bust, eh?
Three cheers for our side.”

“Cheer to your heart's
This poor devil- isn't dying,”
Hackett retorted savagely.

Crooked BIll looked cauntionsly
around to make certaln the door from
the veranda to the living room was
closed, for It was Instinet with him

content.
Glenn

He Heard the Rapid Patter of Ro-
berta's Little Feet
never to make a move until all the

econditions were propitious. *“I hadn't
any idea you two were engaged, son.”

“We weren't, although I think we
could if I had been fool
enough to Insist Bobby likes me tre
mendously. I'm sure of that.”

“Like Is right. 1 doubt If she'll ever
but if she should I'm
certain he'll be a married man with a
large famlly unavallable from
every of You interested
ber, son, far more than any of your
and I've seen them
I reckon that's because

have been

love anybody,
and
point view
llri'lll"'l'.\_\.!:r}{b
come and go

| & face and

killed In a train wreck, my wife and
I fell helr to Roberta. She was eleven
then, My wife died ten years ago and

I've been riding herd on Roherta ever
since.”

“I fear you've made a bad jJob of
it, Mr., Latham.”

“Well, you can't bar me for tryln'”
Crooked Bill responded calmly “The
girl's sound at heart, but cursed with
Agure that'd make Helen
of Troy look llke a Navajo squaw In

comparison. She has brains, she has
polse
“Not any more,” Glenn Hackett In

“I've just upset

terrupted gloomlily.
her polse!”

Crooked Blll Indulged himself In a
very mirthful little chuckle. “Well, at
any rate, she's a very good dear sweet
girL,” ha defehded finally.

“She can't coquet with She
wants to be pursued. I'm a busy man
and I've pursued her for a year, and
you know, Mr. Latham, as well as |
do, that whenever she has another
swaln on hapd she always devotes
herself to him and ignores me.”

“Wants to see If you'll get
ous.”

Crooked Blll stroked his chin and
spat a thin amber stream over the
veranda ralling. *“Tell you what yon
do, son,” he announced presently, and
Glenn '"Hackett leaned forward to lis-
ten to the words of wisdom from the
oracle, “You stay to dinner just as if
nothing out of the ordinary had oe
curred. Roberta’ll dine in her room,
if she has any appetite at all. which
I doubt, because the maid’'ll tell her
you're still here and she'll think that's
Indecent of you. Let her think It
Continue to come out uninvited and
unexpected whenever the notion grips
you, when she gives dead
face you grin at her like a Chinese
idol and tell her how winsome sghe
looks In that new dress

advertise yourself, son.”
- . [ ] . -

me.

jeal

you the

Continue to
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ZELL'S

You were a mite harder to land than
the others.” FU E
“She's been expecting me to propose N RAL HUME
for a month, and just a little while AND
ago I was fool enough to do it. She
looked so Infernally proposable today ! AMBULANCE SERVI[IE
And while 1 was doing it I looked at Phone 345 The Dalles. Ore
her steadily and noted the triumphant GRA VALLEY PHAKMACY
glint In her eyes, and a little self-sat
Isfled smile on her lovely lips. Some
thing told me she was preparing the
skids for me S0, no sooner had 1 Phone 222
popped the question and no sooner - —
had she commenced to assure me that o
she hadn't remotely suspected this at. | = o otRtEersssssssse.
tachment, thap T Interrupted her and | D
withdrew my proposition I begged
her not to think any more about L™ b
“H—I's fire!” Crooked BIlll was | * "
steeped In reverential awe (J()()D WO()[)
“That got her bl ng ma IMackett . »
continued :: C F [a T - :
“It would anger a sheep,” Crooked | = UI IOHI rgp ree‘s .
Bill agreed. “Roberta’s mighty high ": .
and handsome In her |deas : S g -
“1 told her it had suddenly occurred | & )
to me that she could never possibly .

. hie w : 8| e fr
consider marrying a lawyer who s ['his wood is 8 miles from -
grubbed for a living In thé heart of E Mosijer 25 miles from The '
New York's financial quarter. | told | = -

- ’ > ¥ . 14
her | was quite certain that what she - Dalles with d 0Od newly =
was seeking was a knight-errant and | 2 worked rpad to it :
I wasn't it. [ told her I had suddenly | * -
made up my mind that It was all a . H
hideous mistake and—But that's as - 0- Ro HUI\"() .
far as 1 got.” r - :

“8he up and left you then son? She '| . Moaler - - ()reg()n .
was crying as she passed me. I dido’t | __ . _
see her, but my hearing's right good | == TtteReessssssssesaes
for my vears Boy, yon're a gift ffom
God! Can ne to ||1,“. vour cards -:----o------... ...... LYY I semas
ke that nd she's yvours without =a - . E
flicker. *That glirl requires a whole H Fr d y 19 =
lot o' lick but she's only got to r: l a ’ ay -
be licked or | : At The :
“Tm wondering If 1 « erpl my | = -
- | : Moro Theatre .
“What |f u did? She didn't have | * s
| = Eé . . .
even a dirty little deuce te trnmp vonr | » L f B ) .
ace, did she? . l e eglns ~
*1 suppose 1 startled her I'm = . -
little bit afrald, Mr. Lathan She | * Featuring -
plays fast and loose with a man -+ -
Bhe's a confirmed flirt.” . l‘()rOtta Y“U-‘R -+
“They make awfunl good wives once | N and E
you halter-brenk 'em.,” Crooked BI | 3 L. .
shgzested | Eric Linden :
*How you  know? | = " ) .
“In one—and -she was that | = b““ t-“““ ’[‘A I:KI}‘: <
girl's aunt Roberta comes by her | = e ) r .

- £ :) f ’
misfortune honestly All the Bar . glt ater th‘l“ I‘hH :
rows women were romantic. In faet ! * Birth of a Na tion
Roberta’s mother ran AWAY with an .
end man In A minstrel show She . . ; E
adored the Jokes that boy unsed to - AISO 2 Comedlcg and -
crack til he cracked one on her by = h -
marrving her She bore him Roherta E
and 1 that day until he dled Ro a Carlfmﬂ -

| berta ran him ragred and made the :
| poor devil llke It He was a good R P M :
end man but a ‘poor judge of Invest | . .

ments, And when he and his wife were *" """ " srosnsssccsnssnnsssanssnnnnnes




