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THE TELL-TALE TICK.
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I had knocked around Australia
for five years, put in a yvear's se ’
in Indla, and had s w k
Transvaal insur mists as a vol
teer, \".‘.E_\ le down
telegraph r at R Forks, a
telegraph station beiween O
SBloux City. It was my business
transfer messages between the tw

places, and to conuect with point

ther along.

The next statlon, fifteen miles fur
ther up the road, was Dismal Point
and here Tom my oldest and

truest friend, oper:
roughed it all I 1
and when we settled down here it was
to be near each oth

One day
me that he vet at Rocky
Forks next Tuesday for a day’s shoot-

over

W to

would

ing. He said he would come down on
the 5 o'clock train in the morning and
wailt for me to get off at noon.
tkat we would go up into the hills and
shoot along the pol: 16

I liked nothing { 'S

outing with Tom,

back word that he
next Tuesday, as that day off

The following day tl ne a mes
sage through Omaha that the United
Express would ship $12,000,000 in bul
lien over the road to Sioux City the
next Monday night, and that the train
would pass through my station, Rocky
Forks, at 8:15 in the ning. I tele
graphed back that I understood it, and

then I opened up the i and
asked Tom if he had re« s
sage yet. He said tha 1nd
would look for the n-

That day and the mext I passed In

my usual way. Sunday was unevent
ful, and would have seemed I ex
cept for the constant ticking o h n
strument, whichk was kept busy send

ing messages about the important
ment to be made the next day.

day evening at 7:30 1 looked 1y
watch. “The train will A
I sald. “I guess I wi up Tom,
and see if he knows wh is.”

“The express train is one station up
the rosd,” said he, “and is ahead of
time. It will wait here five minutes.
I'll let you know as soon as it leaves
here. Tomorrow "

There was a sudden pause In the
ticking and then a st hand sent
the message, “That is all.

I called up Tom again, but he did n

answer. 1 Kkept callix but no re
sponse came, amd 1 thought that the
wires had become entangled.

I w for the express with Its
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0 o w hie ¢ 1d 1 1

a A ma three trips 1

- o the telegraph offi e said
» I o ow 1 w i

vate wire 1t v t i =

aind when ed, 1 w A

graph you, ! 1 can send a s

sage to my wife
I'he next day the wire was p !

but as the president ¢ 1

ly that ght s ae]

13 o v k
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" 4 would h <

» clock 2 < 1
s wife 1 did so by e station

I S8¢nger
An | r later ¢ Ca T

nessage f the presid s office. 1

was 1 e would be deta 1 =still

la te g 1 to send word
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“Is that all I asked
] came back sharp
st :
ol 8 ed back In r
Air 1 and fa 1 was
3 -~ M i 1 =~ - 4
on the night I'om Brow was
killed,
1 xtday I ¢ to the t n Aa
leave of abs. t veatiga life
Ans 'TYS esld | f At
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1 found that " Airs by 1
been a laborer e 8 x C R
1, | i s 1

1 t & s1ud Fise had b <
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A DAGGER STICKING THROUGH HIM, PINNING HIM TO THE DESK.

$12,000,000 in bullion until 8:15, but 1t |

did not arrive. Then I telegraphed up
road to Tom, but there was no answer.
I walted five minutes longer and tele-
graphed again, but still no response.

“The wires must be down,” I said.

1 walked out upon the platform and
looked up the road. To my surprise I
saw in the distance an engine comi
toward me, slowly swinging down the
track. As it came nearer I saw it

wias

empty, and as it passed me I board- | «

ed It
ieversing the engine, I started back
up the road. I went h fire as [
could get up, back Dismal Point.
Here, In front of the station, stood t!
express car, rifled of s
Across one the trunks the
messenger lay dead. The engineer and
flreman were so badly stunned that at
first I thought they, too, were killed,
but after some time I brought breath
back Into the life of He,
poor fellow, was too dazed to speak,
and 1 lifted him into the car, thankful
that he was

with sue

to

it

contents,

f

Ol express

the former.

alive.

When I stepped into the little statlon
where Tom always sat, an awful sight
met my eyes. There sitting at the in-
strument with his back to the door, was
my old friend, a dagger sticking
through him, and fairly pinning h
the table. 1 grasped the wooden han-
dle, and pulled it out with all my
strength, only fgrreceive his cold body
in my arms. ~

Well! they never found out the

e

m o

rob-

bers of the train. The engineer had
been struck from behind, and could re-
member nothing; and after walting

only long enough to see old friend
buried, I resigned my position at Rocky
Forks, and struck out again. But on
Tom's grave, back in the woods at Dls-
mal Polnt, I put a ghaft of wood, and
on it I ecarved these words:
will pursue you to the end of the world.
Dead, 1 will come back to you.”

Below It I put Tom's name and age,
ara vowed aloud the oath that I had
there written, to find the murderer of
poor Tom Brown.

Three years later, 1 found myself
stationed at New Elsworth, a suburb
of New YorK. I was in charge of a pri-
vate wire connecting with the New
Atlantic and Pacific Telegraph Com-
pany, which communicated with all
parts of the world. It was one of the

“Living, I |

Il’i.-I you hear th

richest organizations of the new world, |

and 1 was proud to be an operator In
its employ.

My duty here was to transmit the
private messages of the company; for

four

says that It paid $750 for each
“Barrack-Room Ballads™ and 1

Seven Seas” brou
el

10,0060-word

recely o) cent

has

Mr. Glad
a1, 00n), { in
for “Rod ¥
Ward £40,000
3 BN IMM) ¢ 1 s
“Marcella,” £75,-
T '\ ind £75
) for bess Costrell.,” Ian M
laren has made £35,000 out of “T Bon
nie Briar Bush” and “Auld Lane
Syne.” Rider Hagg asks fro
£705 to §100 a column of 1,500 words and
will not write for leSs than £10.000
The highest pri ever pald for a
novel is $£200,000, which was inded

over to Alphonse Daudet for
Zola's first £
tedd him $200,000, and in
}

murteen |

he has made at least £375, 1

kin's sixty-four hooks | him In £20)
M) a year. Bwinburne, who writes
very little, makes $5,000 a year by his
poems. Browning, in his la 8,
drew $10,000 a year from the of

his works, and Tennyson is sald to

have received $60,000 a year from the
Macmillans during the last years of
his life. Mr. Moody 1s believed to have
beaten all others, as more than $1 200,

has been paid in royalties for hi

Lymuns,

Two Opinions,
A well-known ng

wellst delivered g lee
ture recently In a New Jersey town.
After the lecture, when the people met,
it was the proper thing for one to ask
the other:
“Were you at the lecture?” and the '
ANSWEer In every « was: “Oh, ves!
I was there, but 1 (didn't hear a ul.rw]

lecture v
“Well, no! I was there, but I couldn't
hear, either.,”
A friend, novel

him what kind of audience he

who met the

Lhow he liked the town.
“It's a fine place,” was the reply, “and
I had the most attentlve audis

nee that
I have ever spoken to. No one made |

a sound, and I didn't have to ralse my
volce above a whisper,” s

Did you ever notice how

are 1

bold

§ H
her

you

suggesting what ano man

should have done under critleal elreum

| stances?

bere the president had his summer |

The colored girl baby is boru to blush
Ulseel.

SAGACIOUS HORSE.

Noble Animal Saved Its Owner from
Ilr wning.
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no ot ng facts ahonut
the Afr Ives related by the cap
tain Is that since here are no beasts of
burden and no conveyances ¢ the gold
coast the barrels of rum are «d in
} l, 20 that llquor has thus
been rolled hundreds of miles nto the
country. It Is further related that the
have becon 80 Infatuated
carrled from various ecoun-
#ir coast that a vessel which
proposes to have cargo landed must
earry It as currency, or no business ean

be done. Gold is a depreclated currency

ag against rum on the lonely coast, The
wonderf 4, 000)-mile vovage of this
brig to the gold coast with 170 hogrs
heads of New England rum offers some
most interesting suggestions for mis
glonaries and temperance reformers to
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There 18 no fixed rule in life for the

benefit of mankind, Samson got Into
trouble because he had his halr eut,
and Absalom got into trouble because
he didn't,
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the troubles of in
stead of everr Individual looking after
Lls own

solve each ul'}:n-rb

oS a S 1 18 that «
dra g for if ood I
I Y W l
vield dy L 1!
iy §
1
\ 1 a
] t \ i g
W \
ex |
\
( 1 Py K1 <
Afte 1 = )
i
. )
g ‘ L
i v ] ]
< S ¥ 1 |
W 1 = i
s 8 1 A8
L} i L t I..‘
I b s e
i 1 Z vay S
i N ['his
) ’ 1
slats ] A . ) Ve
T - 1 -
i - 1 - B *
ext r I'his
< s be f X 9
1 1 y T
1] 1#
§ 11 .
f £ = i A
L W - Vi "=
I of 1| K ¢
- W S £ 1 as new 11
s - S ] X nsive a
ery g ‘ a
Xt . . I - 14
< I -
1 X g
1 : . " g
| M. G 1 =
i
Lost of Had Roads,
A\ L. O statis < et |
L]
f | el
AZr i 1 [ 0SS
< ’
NOTE
<
- [
A = <
. I 'L
[ - ‘
< 2 \
$4 - g -
S Tm 3 < t
s - - << I |
] f
7 i1 Ve DS
\ - < gls T
1 < Ui g1
< s X
I‘ F ¥ 1 w - 11
, Vi1 T4 0 t ™0 1 1
Sew A

aind Flres
Acuate Hearing,

With = ortunate persons the per
ception of 8 1 1s wonderfully keen
AT ] S p 11 ar ’

on 1 B inge city ind engaged

! < 1 A i T il
hionises werte L Z 1o one pa
tOT R« r to ] M s Ints F
nig and having er ely forgotten the
11 e ( [} wias n L]
find s lodgings, 1 a sleal expw

tl I.
rived at one of a ¢« n tone, which
Lie i once recog e

n hearing w !

he was ad tesdl |

not « =1

lieutenant, on leave of absence from
Lhis regiment, spent a ght at one of
tl otels of Manchester., The follow-
Ing b £, as | vas sit £ at break
fast, a il of reet 1 lans came
past, and 1 ¢ of the Instruments he
thongh ogniz the peculiar style
of I L f n in who ul per
formed on that instrmment In the band
of his res nt, but who had deserted.
The otficer immediately ran downstairs,
found his surmise correct, and, greatly
to the deserter's astonishment, caused
him to be at once arrested,

Electrified IRRa n In Spain.

Moeurice Despres, an electrieal en
gineer of Cordova, Spaln, reports a re
markable shower of electrified rain
which he recently witnessed. The day
had been warm and windless, and
about 5 In the evening the sun was

overcast with dense clonds, lowey
horizon. dark t
, and two min
uin fell, which

Soon

the after

was a flash of lightnin

el
1 faintly on

utes lat eat drops of

CTackes touching the ground.

From each of them sparks darted to

ward the walls, trees and sofl they fell

apon. The phenomenon lasted several
secomds, and apparently ceased when
the alr between cloud and earth be
came saturated wi. o molsture,

A small boy always feels smart when
he wears a mustard plaster for the first
time,

Some folks enjoy nothing so much as

golng around talking suspiclously about |

thelr neighbors.
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Work in the Patent OfMce.

- Ask Your Doctor
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