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(GOOD ROADS PLANS LARGE

Secmtary McAdoo Reccomends State Ill'hw-r.(‘c_u.nm:ulun Gives Out

to Congress Extension,

WILSON SHARES IDEA s fihwsy commision wa

drafted last Thursday at the conclud- |,y

Director<Genenal Declares Present Fe-

onomic Problem Grave and I'eo-
ple Entitled to Test,

Wiushinglon, P, C.—Extension of the

period of government control of rall

ronds for five years, untll Janvary 1,
1924, Is recommended to congress by
PMrector-Genornl MeAdoo.

The advantagos of this, he sald, are
that It take the rallroads out
of polities for the present; glve time
for carrying out of an extensive pro
pramme of improvements and provide
opportunity for a falr test of unified
cantrol and to Indicate the permanent
solutlon of the railromd problem,

would

The president has glven me per
mission o say that this conclusion
accords with bis own view of the
matter,” Mr, McAdoo sald, concluding
A letter to Benator Smith, of SBouth
Carolinn, and Roepresentative Sims,
chnirmen respectively of the senate

and house ntorstate commenrcs com
mittoes

Mr. McAdoo explained that te con
tHnwe gRovernment operation for 21
months after formal declaration of

peace under present conditions would
monn disruption of mornle smong em
ployeds and officors, and could not en
able the government to go ahoad with
Improvements and purehiases of equip-
ment

The other alternative, prompt return
of the roads te private control, with
to permit elimination
of the old wasteful compotition would
hurtful nlike to the public Interost
and the rallroads themselves,” he sald,
adding that difficulty of oblalping lm-
leglalation providing o per
manent solutlon is apparent,

“There s one, and to my mind only
one, practicable and wise alternstive,
AMr, MeAdoo continued, "and that Is to
extond the period of federal control
the nind months
provided Inw
yoars, or untll the first day of January,
1924, This extension would take the
rallroad question out of politics for a
rensonable period.”

GREAT TELEPHONE
INVENTION OUT

Washington, 1. C.—"ostmaster-Gen
eral Burleson Saturday made public
n letter from Theodors N. Vall, preal
doent of the American Teolephone &
Telegraph company, announcing the
fnvention and dovelopment by the
techuicnl staff of the Bell system of
“a practienl system of multiplex tele-
phony and telegraphy by the use of
which It Is now posalble to Increase
many fold the message-carrying capa-
ity of long telephone and telegraph
wiron.'

“With this new system,” sald Mr
Vail's letter, “"lfour telephone converss
tons over one palr of wires are simul-
taneously carried on, In addition to the
telephone conversation provided
the ordinary moethods, Thus, over n
single pair of wires a total of five
telephione conversations are simultan
eously operated, ench giving service
a8 good as that provided by the clircult
working in the ordinary way,"

out legisintion

byes

modiute

from one year and

by the present to five

Petrograd Faces Hunger.

Stockholm, —Fugitlyves from Hussla
suy lving conditions In Petrograd nroe
terrible. The famine there defles the
imagination, Flour Is selling for GO
rubles, and butter and sogar for 160
rubles per kilogram (2.2 pounds). Her
ring aro the only food obtalnable, and
soll for five rubles cach,

All middle class elements are ox-
cluded from publle eating houses and
ure dying of starvation by thousands,
Hundreds are burled eoach day be
tweeti O and 9 In the morning, no fun
vrnls bolng permitted lator during the
duy, Of a normal population of two
wildons, only a half mitllon persons
ure left In Pelrograd, The city looka
dusortedd,

£, 525, 000

Program,

| e largest annual prograomme nf|

rond copstruction ever presented hy

‘| ing meswlon of the commissloners, cov.
ering practically every distriet in Ore
gon and calling for an estimated ex

|Ilu-mlllul'l- of §3,625,200.

| The. comminslon ardered State

1
20,

En-
hu‘.lln»n-r Herbert Nunn to prepars the
projects for bids, which will be oponed
|M mubsequent sesslons. Several blds
| ire expocted (o be ready for considera
[lon at the next meeting of the com-
| minvlon, which Is set for January 7,
1919

The proposed exponditures are estl
muted by the state engineers from the
$4.000,000 fund from
the one qguarter mill and auto llcense
fee fund, the bond fund expenditure

bond nnd also

81X BILLION TAX PROPOSED'

——

Henate Begins Debate on Mensure for
1919 Hequirements,

the

to &

Washiington, D, C~Effects of
natlon's transition from s war
ponos basls and of prolibition leglala

tlon on the present and future prob
lomn of taxation are oullined in the
wepate finance commitles’'s report on
the revised war rovenne bill flled Mon
day by Chalrman Bimmons !

The report explains the stepn taken |
to revine the house bill wo ax Lo raiwe
taxntlon next year 35975466000
Instead of §7.500,000,000,
by the house beforas the wigning of
tha armistics and the ensctmont of |
prohibition legisistion. = |

Proposed taxes in 1920 of $4,000,
(00,000, the reason for fixing them at
this time and the manner in which
they will be raised, also are oxplained.

Thoe most distinet changes mado by
the senate In the house draft of the
bill are noted by the commities’s re |
port as follows:

Ellmination of the 6 per centl cor
porstion tax on undistributed corpor.
nte carnings, fixing a 20 per cent max- |
Imum on bona fide sales of mines and
oll and gan wells; elimination of the
tax on new state and municipal bonds, |
substitution of a single war oxcess

nn

being estimated at $2.790.200 and the | profits tax for the alternative plan: |

Intter nt $735,000,
It In sald the good roads programme

pxcluslon of individuals and partner- |
ships from war excesas profils taxation

now in proapect will furnlsh employ-|gnd reduction of the taxes on bever
meont for at leant 3000 men, and should | sgen and tobaceo, ‘
prove an Important adjunct to the re |

Senate debate on the measure will |

cotintruction labor problem. The Hood | hegin with a statement by Senator

River-Mosler project, for example, will | Simmons.

least one and will

nt
employ several hundred men

In the Polk and
a few other counties, detalls have not
boen worked out, but the commission

consume yoar

cases of Douglas,

contemplatos taking care of these dis
tricte at a later date, The programme
the federal fund of and

under post

A dissenting report on the |
plan to fix 1920 taxes in the pending |

Illull will be flled by Benator Penrose, |

of Pennsylvanla, for the republicans !
of the finance committee, Separate |
viewn algo will be presented by Sena |
tors Smoot, of Utah, and La Follette, |
of Wisconsin, republicans |

A considerable part of Senstor Sim- |

forest ald s not Included in the Ht'lllnlmnns' report 18 devoled to the plan

of construction proposed
The Hood
the Columbia river highway and

for reducing taxes in 1920 to $4,000.- |

River-Mosler soction of | 600,000,
the [

“The country has a right to know |

Gilllam county wection of the Colum-|how soon and in what degreo the bur
bin river highway will be advertised | den of war taxes can prudently be re-

al once, and bids nre to be opened at
the meoting of January 7.
In addition to the programme pre

pared, there s the 18-mile I'ﬂH-rm-nllun forward without theée burden of an
Aurora-Salem | 80 per cent tax on war profits.
highway, a post road prBlect In ceo (thme of peace the existence of an 80
operation with the government, which | per cent profit would be an absoluta
In to be commencod Just as soon as | ovil, for the perpetuation or continu-

constructlon on the

weather conditions permit. To provide
for Immediate action on this project
the commisslon ordered the delivery
of 60,000 yards of crushed rock, to be
distributed wlong the highway

A sultense of good whisky, sald by

the officers to have been changing
hands between K, G, Bolter, beakeman
on ihe main line of the Southern|!©

dueed,” the report says. “During this
period of reconstruction business, par-
ticularly new business, is entitled to

ance of which no sufflclent reason has
or coulid be given.”

BURLESON'S SEIZURE

OF CABLE PROTESTED

New York.—The Commercial Pacif-
Cable company, alliled with the

planned -

H looket here! My, wasn't Santa good!

He gave me all the presents that he could.

That's ‘cause | always kept so neat and clean—
On Sundays dresst just like a fairy Queen.

I minded darling Muzzer ev'ry day;
Was careful of my dresses when at play,

And held my Gran'ma's yarn when she did knit,

For that's the way | did my little bit.

And when my Dad came home from work each nigh}
I tried to please him with my tiny might;
Always brought his pipe and paper, too,

So he could smoke and read it thru and thru. S

Dear Santa Claus, in Toyland, heard "bout me, o
*Cause my Muzzer said he said, said he, 1

“I'll just give that sweet and "bedient chile !
The very things she's wanted all the while.” :

So see this pretty, sparkling Christmas Tree

And the toys and things he gave to me;
When you're good like me and try to please

Pacific. and F. B. Cowles. conductor on | Commercial Cable company, asked for
the branch lne from Salem to Dallus, |20 Injunction in the federal court
rosulted In thelr nrrest by I‘nplllr] Monday restralning Postmaster-Gen-

Santa Claus will give you toys like these.

by |

SBheriff Dert Smith.

| An  elght-day open  season  for
Chinese pheasants in Umatilla county
will be sought by representatives of
the Umatilla County Fish and Game
club at the meeting in Portland next
woek, BShooters want at least two
Sundays open on this Rame. The
| delegates are Instructed to oppose any
lother changes in the game laws,

Ladislay Horcony, an  18.yearold
bhoy, was arralgned before United
States Commissiongr Carney Friday
|nn an Information sworn to by Dan
J. MeGill, of the Internal Revenue
| department, charging him with operat
IIm: n satill Hlegally. The young man
admitted his guilt, walved examination
and was held to awalt the action of
the federal grand jury with bond fixed
at $1000

Prospectivo peace Is not reflected by
declines in prices for siate supplies,
us Indieated by a survey of the blds
just made for the next slx months for
state Institutions.  Almiost Innumer
able bids make nothing but a desultory
examination possible at the present
time, but indications are that the first
fquarter of the coming blennium will
seo current expenses of state govern:
ment Wigher than ever before,

The Polk county court’s budgel for
the coming year Is comploted and the
total 18 $256.020, Trobable receipts
will be about $6000 and there Is in the
gonernl fund a cash balunce of $19,
000, The total amount to be ralsod
by direct tuxation ls placed nt $232,020,
including goneral road fund, $60.000,

Special olty levies are: Falls City,
$I800; Waost Salem, $2018.31; Inde
pendance, $0606.40, and Monmouth,
$h088,

eral Burleson from further control of
its 10,000 milea of cable between San
Francisco and China, Japan and the
Philippine (slands.

Violation of international law by
Burleson I8 charged in the complaint,
which asserts that the United States
had not obtained consent to the selz-
ure from the natlons upon whose ter
ritory the cables land. It Is further
alleged such consent would be uncon-
atitutional without a formal treaty ap-
proved by the senate,

This contontion is upheld, the com-
pany declared, by information from
Its London office that a department of
the Hritlsh government has Instructed
the Commercinl Cable company rep-
resentatives there to make no changes
at the direction of the American post-
mastor-general without first submit.
ting them to that department for ap-
proval,

Big Tank Gun Perfected.

Washington, I C.— An elght-inch
gun, self-propelling on its caterpillar
track, and prototype of a fleet of sim-
ilar monstors that was being con-
ftructed for the American army when
hostilities censed, was demonstrated
hore Monday before a large group of
Amaorican officers and engineers.

Gun and machine alike had success-
fully passed the firing testa at the
orduance proving ground before Mon-
day's test, which was under direetion
of Pliny E. Holt and Colonel J, B.
Dillard, the designoers,

The tractor-gun drove its 55,000
pounds of bulk up n 46-degreo ravine
wall, developod a spoed of four miles
an hour on a level surface and demol-
ishod large trees with the same ruth-
lossnoss that its war brother, the tank,
showaed in action in France.

As fits the holy Christmas
birth,
Be this, good friends, our
carol still,
Be peace on earth, be peace
on
To men of gentle will.
—Thackeray.

L s e e e e e n

ITALY

Grenfell of Labrador Fame
Explains Christmas Observances
in the Sunny Land.

T

HOLIDAY SEASON IN

Dr.

Travelers vislting Rome while (It
was still the center of a land of peace,

found Christmns there a day of Joy- |

ousness ; and the merry bells of wany
churches, ushering in the day, spoke
the familinr Inngunge of home,

" Just before the war, Dr. Grenfell,
of Labrador fame, Indulged the
unusual luxury of a brief holiday in
Burope, ufter years of tireless service
among the fshermen, HIs Journey
brought him and Mrs. Grenfell to
Rome Just ns the many religlous and
elvil observances of the Christmas
senson were gbout to tuke place,

The decorations, the greetings, and
the crowds flocking In and out of
churches, emphasized the spirlt of the
season, “All the places of worship [nto
which we peeped,” he says, “were
ablnze with lights, while processions
of priests in glittering robes, with so-
norous choruses and ascending ncense,
appenled to (he varlous sensea ™

f
in

At one church they viewed the |l\-u|

bourds belleved to have formed a part
of the cradle of our Lord,

Thoe Awmerican Eplscops!l Church of
St. I'sul, where they warshiped on

Christmuas morning, was crowded with |

the Protestant population of the Holy

Qity. A feature of the service was (be |
.

dedieating of a beautiful new mosale,
covering one entire wall of the church.

Of the Collseum, says Dr. Grenfell,
“we could think of no place better to
suggest to our minds the communion
of the saints; and as we walked
round the tiers of seats we could see
agaln the ‘men of llke passions with
onrenlyes,' giving thelr lives for the
same Master we clalm to serve.”

When darkness had fellen the trav-
ellers were attracted by numbers of
bright lights over by the Porta San
Glovannl. These proved to announce
“nll the fun of a falr''—tbere in Italy
Just as one finds them In this coun-
try at a “county falr*

Christmas Gifts,

Have you the one glad hope
Within your heart this morn?

It 18 n preclous gift from Him
Who on this day was born.

Have you the wondrous peace
Which Jesus glves His own?

O, priceless gift to know we trust
His finished work alonel

Have you a strong, deep love
For lost sheep wandering wide?
It Is the tender shepherd gift
Of Him who for them died.

Have you nccess by falth
To all the gifts of grace?
Your glory-glft will be to see
The risen Saviour's face.
~Mrs, Merrill E. Gatea




