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The Best Gift of All
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"M GOING 1o write
Sunta Claus o let-
ter nsking him to
bring me the
things for Christ-
mwns T want,” sald
Bobby Sawyer
“Mammn
berauss

i ovepr

el
Christmns gite,

don't see why, be-

Cause pips wis
lost at sen, Sunta
Claus won't come ns he used to. 1
bear of childres writing to Santa for
what they wuut and I'm golng to write
to hlm, too."

8o Bobby snt down and wrote his
tetier., He spelled bugle, bugel, and
Christinas. Crismus, and some of the
words were = ingled that the old
fellow must L i a hurd time de

ciphering the liut ail the things
Bob wanted e named In the letjer
end he did oot deubt for & momnent
that Santy | 5 would respond gene
Erously.

One  mao r shiortly before Christ-
mns, I'eter the | nan left a letter

doar esseil to Robert Suw-

yor L 1 long delivered the
lett of t + 0 Iy would not
give At 1o 1 v bhut Bobby, saying
thut Sai i julred hlim to give
eny letters marked *“from Kris Krin-

Wrote His Letter,

gle” to the child to whom It was ad-
dressed and to no one cise, Bobby
opened it snd read:

“Dear Bobby:

“] have recelved your letter and will
bring you the finest Ohristmes present
you ever recelved In your life,

“SANTA CLAUR"

| Claus, They

i
|
hile mamma had
i

ob of course wan dellghted with
thiz, and he noticed that from the
thine of Its recelpt everything about
the house sevnusd (o thke on a cettaln
cheeriness,  Bobby Inld 1o walt for Pe-
ter when he coime agaln and asked Lim
1ol of gquestions ps to how and wiore
Santa Claus gave him the letter, Pe-
ter =ald that he wasx not permitted to
ell  ehildren about Santa
mist hang up their stock-
g aud walt for him to A1 them,
This was three days before Christ
mnz.  Bobby who was very watehfnl
letocted his mother smvggling I cer
Thiz puzgled him, for
told him there would
w no gifts this yenr and he did not
vipect any except what Santa Claos
would bring, Bobby asked his moth-
¢r If whnt she brought In was Intend-
Christmns, but she gave him
na satisfaction, though she took him
In her arms and gave him a bear hug
nnd o dozen kisses, She seomed ps
happy as If she expected Santa Claus
to bring everythilug she wanted for
Christmas
The dany before Christmis n mes
senger boy eame with o telegram for
Mrs. Suwyer. She tore off the envel-
ope and read i, and looked very hap-
Py, giving the messenger o half dol-
lar. Bolby askad what the telegram
wans about. She told him It wa= about
n Christiias gift she and all the rest |
of the o iy were to recelve, nnd
when B P kept nsking agalo and

nnything

in packages,

ed for

| aguin “"What Is It momma ¥ she gave

| with Bobby In his f

him snothe
him with

Bobby had a sister, Eidith, twelve
nd a brother Jim, ten. Both
of them were too old to sympoathize

r bear hug and smothered

Jisses,
venrs old, ¢

alth In Suntn Clans
bringing him the gift he had promised
Wm in his letter. Indeed they didn't
belleve Santa Claus really wrote let-

Bohby tried his hest
to get out of Edith or Jim what made
thelr mother so happy, but they would

not tell, Indeed they secmed nlmost

ters to ¢l iren.

us happy ns she, Having failed with
them Bobbs tried Petor the postman,
Peter sald he spEpectod Nar LI

hnd something to do with the fumily
lappiness, hut® he wns pot sure. So
Pro0r Babl ¥ was obllged to swallow his
¢ 1 tinas worn-

urlosity and wait for Chrls

Bobhy went Lo bed on Chrlstiing eve
determined to restst the sunidm

kesp hils ¢

an and

Jus apen al n

s0 that

bhe might get n gllnpse of Sunta Claus

o1 Fit

n to drop

] see what his retanrkn "
But the sandman soon
sund In Bobbiy's ds,
in ten minutes after
the plllow,
When Bobby e
quite high In ths |n avens, e heard
the word I...ll 1 I Vit s

Al ns usleen

awoke the sun

“Why, Papa!” He Exclaimed.

undd at the same thne felt hlmsell gent.
Iy shuken, He did not awaken by de
grees, but uwll at onpce, And thers
standing before hlm nnd looking down
upan hlm, smiling, wns his pupa.

“Why, papn!” he excialmed, *1
thought you were never golng to coms
home any more.”

Santa Clnus told me that he wue
to bring me home to my littdle boy fm
n Christimas gift"

Bobhby threw his nrms nround his fo
ther’s neck amd hugeed apd hugged
and 1 seémed that he would never
let go. Muommn, wnd Edith and Jho
coe In and so great was the exclles
went that Dobby forgot to look for
whitt was In his stocking

That was certulnly the happlest
Christinas the Sawyer

fomily ever
spent or ever waonld spend. Baliby
was too young to have It all explalnied
to hltn, but when he 18 older his mother
Intends to tell hlin that his father was
on f vessel that was torpedoed wnd
wonk, Mr. Sawyer was reported molss
Ing, but he was pleked up out of the
water by an Awmerlenn erulser nnd lo
thoe mannged to get home, After word
came thit be was saved the letter was
written to Ilobby by his sister as from
SBonty Cluus, and afterwards o tele
grin came waylng that bis father
would be howe on Christmns mornlug,

CHRISTM&S OF LONG AGO
Poignant Pang- Como Instead of

Peace, as Season Causes Thoughts

of the Past

Christmas, singularly enough for a
festival that s supposed to celebrte
joy, Is characterized by sadness. The
time of year, which Is supposed to be
fruught with good cheer, Ix laden with
pain, Instead of pence, there are ex-
perienced polguant pangs,

Nor Is It cyulelsm which says so;
the average mwnn 0 the street will tell
you the same. Neolther s crubbed age
sponsor for the crotehets of the time
unless, Indeed, crabbed age beglng In
thils hurrled ern when o man posses
his mojority. Nor 1s the traglie contrast
between the ol whivh now for the

Afth Christing Inrkens Europe and
the world, and the bright star of Beth-
lehem the renson for the somber tone
that sounds beneath the gay potes of

the season, as the deep diapason of the
organ rolls benesth the rvippling mel-
ody, No; It 15 none of these things
which lmpnarts to Ublrlstinns the som-
borness which s apparent (o everys
body who has poassed nto years of ma=
turity.

It's memory that does It. Memory
plays tricks with us on these duys,
Perhnps more than on any other hoil-
loy” our minds revert to Christmases
that nsedd to be, We like to think about
It: we llke to read the Christmns
Carol, becnuse It puts In everlasting
words the emotlion of gindoess which
used to dominate that day. No mat-
ter how humble the howe, memory
wilnts 1t In wonderful ¢olors on this

one doy, from the time we Jumped
froen the warm bed long before dawn
und scampered neross the cold Noor
to get the stocking which sowchow
hdd Lest stuffed durlng the night, to
the end of the plethorle home festival,
when, ndy-smenred and filled to the
puolnt repletion we  were rescucd
from 1t} wreck of toys and packed
wenrily off to sleep, more or less

tronbled with painful suggestions of
nd mince ple.

There I8 only one thing that cne
hrlstmns real to a grown-up,
and thut 1s to do somethlcg for some-
cannot pny It back, ‘That
I#, we begin to suspect, the
thing which dominated the Christins-
¢4 thint nEed to be and made them so
real thut they remaln warm o meme-

ory, Unless you would have memory
become a dry specter, you yourself
must make real for lttle ehlldren of
the n the pictures which memory
canjurcs up for you of the Christmnses
that u=od to be.~—Saturday Globe.
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URGE NAVY SECOND TO NONE

U. K. General Ilond Plans for Maxi-
mum Fleet by 1985,

Washington, D, C.—Nuolther the end
of hostillities nor |Ihl]lnm.l|n for =
lemgue of natlons has  altered the
policy of the general board of the
navy In regard to making the navy
pecond to none In the world
Rear-Admiral Charles J. Badger,
ehislrmnn of the executive commition

* lof the board, Saturday told the houne

naval affalrs committes that the navy

should bo equal to that of any other |

lnation by 1925, and urged that sufrl
| elent approprintions (o make this pos
| sible e madeo by congress

“The general board belloves that
[under the world conditions
and the conditions lkely to obtain in
the future,” Admiral Dadger aald, “the
U'nited States navy should steadily
continue to increase, Ultimately It
should be ogqual to the most powerful
maintalned by any other natlon of the
world.

presant

Yoar by year developmont
should be made as conelstent with
|the facllities of the country, but the
limit above defined should be attalned
not later than 1926,

“Navies must be the principal sup
| port of a league of nations, and the
| United Btates, from ts wealth, Infiy

once and power, will be ealled upon to

contribute a Iarge share of the inter
national police foree to render such o
league elfective”

The duty of the pavy, the admiral
sald, will be not ouly to guard the
country aguinst invaslon, but to pro
tect an woll the great merchant marine
now being bullt

Completion of the three-yoar bulld
ing programme authorized in 1916 and
which was halted to bulld antisub
marine eraft, was recommended by Ad
Work has not yet been
battle

mirnl Badger
started on six battleships, six
crulsers, two scout crulsers, nine fleast
tdestroyer
and one fleet submarine tender, he
snld. Lack of ships of this type, he
declared, would have been fatal to the
United States If It had been fighting
the war nlonae

PRESIDENT ACTS TO
BRING ABOUT PEACE

Wiskington, D. ¢ Acting
ary Polk made publiec at the State
departmoent Saturday the text of the
note handed by the United
ambaspadors recently to the presidents
of Chile and
American nations owa it

submarines, two tonders,

Secre

Peru, urging that the
two South
to the rest of the
thelr differences and informing them
that the Uulted States

to tender,

world to com poss

“stands ready
alone or In conjunction
with other countries of this heml
sphere,
about an equitable solution

The note sald the United Btates
viewed the severance of consular re

lations between the Lwo governments
with the gravest apprehension, par
ticularly on the eve of the Parls peace
conference, “in which It Is confldently
expected that steps will be taken to
provide for an era of lasting peace
among all peoples.™

U. S. FLYEH COVERS
1365 MILES ON TRIP

Mather Fleld,
summary of his flight from Mather
Fleld to Beattle and return, prepared
by Lieutenant A. 1. Hoglaud, army
flying officer, and made publie Sat
urday, showed the aviator traveled
‘o total of 1366 miles and flew on an
wverage of 50 miles an hour

He made the trip on 217 gallons of

Bacramento, Cal—A

asoline, burning one gallon o every
6.3 miles flown. He covered G756 milen
In the fight 1o Beattle and 690 miles
In returning,

“f gleared many mountaln peaks by
loss than 100 feet and found It pee
essnry o go around several becausa |1
wis unahble to gain aullltlnlal mltitude
to cross them directly. Lioutenant
Hogland's report sald. Numerous thick
clonds encounterad over the mountains
made flying very dangerous on the
Iruluru trip, he added.

Ex-Kalser Food Hoarder,

Copenhagen,—According to Berlin
advices, enormous stores of foodstuffs
were found In the castle of the ex
German emperor in Berlin, A membor
of the Boldiers' and Workmen's Coun-
il s suthority for the statement that
the value of the food normally would
be several bundred thousand marks.

all posaible masistanco to bring l

WORLD HAPPENINGS
OF CURRENT WEEK

Brief Resume Most important
Daily News Items.

COMPILED FOR YOU

Evenin of Noted People, Governmenis
| and Pacific Northwest and Other
Things Worth Knowing,

It is officially estimated that there
are u million cases of Influenza in the
Dutch East Indles

Government supervision over the
steel Industry and steel price [Hxing

will end December A1,

The sugar grinding season In 'orto
Rico opened this wook. The prospect
s good for small guantities of new
sugars to reach the refiners before
the new year

‘ The Hesslan Workmon's, 'easania’

and Soldlors” councll has beey dis
‘-....I\--nl and will be
“Peoples’ Counecll for the Republie of

Tlenn

replaced by the

| The value of the German mark haw
fallen below 42 lo the Hritish pound
Hefort the war the mark was worth
approximately one shilling, or 20

marks Lo the pound.

The Fiest Church of Christ Sclent
Friday obinined

superior

Ints of Passdens, Cal,
an Injunction In the Court
forbidding the bealth officer and chief
from interfering with the

holding of church serviceos

of pollce

Holding that the war may be over,
but has not been fully pald for, Se
rotary of the Treasury MceAdoo has
went an appeal to the twellth district

federnl resorve bank to urge all own

ers to retain thelr Hiberty bonda

Abandonment of 10 war constru
tlon projects, including a number ol
nitrate and esther cliemical plants, was
snnounced Thursday by the War de
partment Projectas abandoned In

cluded the T. N. T. plant at Glant, Cal

States |

According to reports from  Berllp
the enlente governments lntend to re
fuso to send foodstuffs to Germany
untll n demand they are sald 1o have
made for the dissolution of the Bold
fers’ and Workmen's

ried cut

gunclis is cor

Rupresentatives of the troops w hich
are 1o guard Derlin took an onth in
the town hall at Steglitz, swearing
absolute loyalty to the German peo
iple's republie.  Indopendent soclalisis
exhiorted the soldlers to disarm, but
they refused,

Charles  Plez, vicepresldent and
| gonoral manager of the Emergoncy
Fleet corporation, I8 to succeed
| Charles M. Behiwab as director general
| of |Iu- corporntion. This unnounce

was made at headguarters of
1I-- Shipping bonrd

Honds of Industrial bureaus of the
‘ War Industries board have been asked
by Secretary of Commerce Rodfield to
form u bonrd of Industrial advisers o
|\s1' e “informal ambassadors” of in
[dustry In its relations with the de
It is Intended they be sum
moned of consulted when adyisable,

pariment

Johin H. von Megermann Linden
: former Dunlsh Minlster to Parls
wind Berlin, s dead.

Sronsy

During the coremony in the city hall
|:':'uut:|_\' in connection with the officisl
pntry of President Polpeare, Promioer
Clomenceany banded to the Mayor of
Motz the keys of the city, which the
ilh-rnmnn falled to got when they cap
tured Metz In 1870,

Notes wore seot to Berlln and Vien
nu by the State department Tuesday,
wdvising the German and Austrian
governments that the Unlted States
desires o recelve no further communi-
cations from them which should prop-
erly bo addressed Lo the allled nations,

The navy's excellent health and low
mortality rate during the war s st
tributod by Near-Admirsl DBralsted,
surgeon-genersl of the navy, in his
anuual report, largely to the Increas
lng sppreciation by commanding of
Heers of the rules of hyglene and sanl

tation.




