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“OVER THE TOP”

By An American Arthur Guy Empey
Soldier Who Went

Machine Gunner, Serving in France

CHAPTER XXViI—Continued.
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Tn]un'_\' gl‘lh‘f‘ll“}' l"\"!“l‘ﬁ that he ad
not stop to figure It out when he was
hit.

One very nlee-looking, overenthusi-
astlc young thing. stopped at my bed
and asked, “What wounded you In the
face?” .

In a polite but bored tone 1
swered, *A rifle bullet.”

With a look of disdain she pagsed
to the next bed, first ejaculating. “Oh!
Ouly a bullet? 1 thought It wns a
shell.” Why she should think a shell
wound was more of a distinction beats
me. | don't see 8 whole lot of differs
ence nyself,

The Ameriean Women's War hospi-
tal was a heaven for wounded men.
They were allowed every privilege pos-
sible conducive with the rules and mill-
tary discipline. The only fault was
that the men's passes were restricted.
To get a pass required an act of par
ltament. Tommy tried many tricks to
get out, but the commandant, an old
Boer war officer, was wise to thawn all,
and it took & new and clever ruse to
make him affix his signature to the
coveted slip of paper.

As soon as It would get dark many a
patient climbed over the wall and went
“on his own," regardless of many signs
staring him In the face, “Qut of bounds
for patients.” Generally the nurses
were looking the other way when one
of these night ralds started. 1 hope
this information will get none of them
into trouble, but I cannot resist the |
temptation to let the commandant
know that oceaslonally we put It over
on him. |

One afternoon 1 recelved a note,
through our underground channel, from |
my female visitor, asking me to attend
& party at her house thar night. |
answered that she could expect me and
to meet me at a cermnin place on the
road well known by all patients, and
some visitors, as “over the wall" 1
told her I would be on hand at seven.
thirty,

About seven-fifteen 1 sneaked my
overcoat and cnp ont of the ward and
hid it Ip the bushes. Then I told the
nurse, o particulnr friend of mine, that
I was golng for a walk in the rose gur-
den, She winked nnd I knew that ev-
erything was all right on her end.

Golog out of the ward, I slipped Into
the bushes and made for the wall, It
was dark as pltch and 1 was groping
through the underbrush, when sudden-
Iy 1 stepped into space and felt myself
rushing downward., a horrible bump,
and blackness. When [ came toc my
wounded shoulder was hurting horri-
bly. 1 was lylog sgailnst = elrcular
wall of bricks, dripping with molsture,
and far away I could hear the trickling |
of water. I had In the darkness fallen
into an old disused well. But why
wasn't I wet? According to all rules |
I should have been drowned. Perhaps
I was and didn't know It

As the shock of my sudden stop
gradually wore off It cume to me that
I was lylog on & ledge and that the
least movement on my part would pre-
clpltate me to the bottom of the well.

I struck n match. In Its faint glare
I saw thet [ was lying In a clrcular
hole nbout twelve feet deep—the well
hud heen filled In! The dripping I bad
heard cuame from a water plpe over on
my right,

With my wounded shoulder It was
Impossible to shinny up the plpe. I
could not yell for help, because the
rescuer would wunt to know how the |

nn-

accident happened, and I would be
haled before the commandant on
charges. 1 Just had to grin and bear

it, with the forlurn hope that one of
the returning nlght raiders would pass
and I could glve him our usual sigoal
of “slss-u2-8" which would bring him
to the fexcue,

Every half-hour I could hear the
clock In the villnge strike, each stroke
bringing forth a muffled volley of
curses on the mun who had dug the
well,

After two bours I heard two men
tulking In low I recognized
Corporul Conk, an wrdent “plght rald-
er. He heord “slan-w-8-8" nnd
cume to the edge of the hole, 1 ex-
plalned my predicoment and smid o lot
of lmpertinent remaurks, which ot the
time 1 did not resent, ! was soon fished
out,

Taking off our bouls, we sneaked Into

Volites,

my

the waurd. 1 wus slitiug on my bhed in
the dark, Just sterting to undress,
when the man ezt o me, “Ginger”

Fllllips, whispered, * ‘Op |1, Yank, ‘ere
comes the matron.”

| immediately got under the covers
and feigned sleep, The watron stood
talklng in low tones 1o the night nurse

: over me.

and 1 1ell neleep.
When 1 awoke In the worsiog the |
wionn sinter, nn Ameriosn, wes bonding |

An awful sight et my vivs
The coverlet on the bed und the sheer-
were A melss of mud und green sthme
She was n good sport all right, nnil
hustled to get clean ciothes and sheets
s0 that no one would get wise, but “on
her own" she guve me a good tongue
lashing but did not report we. One of
the Canadians in the ward described
her as belng “n Jake of a good fel
low."

Next visiting day I had an awful
time expluining to my visitor why 1
had not met her at the appointed time
and place.

And for a week every time 1 passed
a patient he would call, “Well, well,
here's the Yank. Hope you are feel-
ing well, old top.™

The surgeon In our ward was an
Awerican, 2 Harvard unit man, named
Frost. We nicknamed him  *Jack
Frost." He was loved by all, If a
Tommy was to be cut up he hud no ob-
Jectlon to updergoing the operation If
“Jack Fros!” was to wleld the knife.
Thelr confidence In him was pathetig
He was the best sport 1 have ever met.

One Saturday morning the commnnd-
ant sad sowe “high up™ oficers were
Inspecting the ward, when one of the
putients who had been wounded lo the
head by a bit of shrapnel, fell on the
floor In a fit. They brought him round.

| and then looked for the ward orderly

to enrry the patient back to his bed
at the other end of the ward. The or
derly was nowhere to be found—like
our pollcemen, they pever ure when
oeeded. “The officers were at a loss
how to get Palmer lito his bed. Doe-
tor Frost was fidgeting around in a
nervous manner, when suddenly with
a mufMled "d——n" and few other
quallfying adjectives, he stooped down
and took the man In his arms ke »
buby—he was no feather, e¢lther—and
stnggered down the ward with him, put

n

The Author Just Before Leaving for
Home.

him In bed and undressed him. A low
murmur of approval enme from the pa-
tivnts. Doctor Frost got very red, and
us soon 88 he had finished undressing
Pulmer, hurriedly left the ward.

The wound In my face had nlmost
bealed and I was a horrible-looking
plght—the left cheek twisted luto n
knot, the eye pulled down, and my
mouth pointing In & north by north-
west direction. I was very downheart-
ed and could Imagine myself during
the rest of my lfe belng shunned by
gll on account of the repulsive woar

Doctor Frost arranged for me to go
to the Combridge Milltary hospitul at
Aldershot for a special operntion to
try und minke the seur presentable.

I nrrived at the hospital and got an

wiul shock, The foud wans poor and

ye discipline abnormully striet. No
patlent was allowed to st on his bed,
and smoking was permjited only at
certuln designated hours. The face
specinlist did pothing for me except
to louk nt the wound, 1 made appll
entlon for p traasfer back to Palgoton,
offering to puy my trensportution.
Thin offer wous nceepted, und after two
weolih' nbsence, once ngain I oarrived
o Munsey ward, all hope gone.

The vext duy ufter my return Doe-
tor Frowt wtopped st my bed und seld @
“Well, Ewpey, If you want me Lo 'try
wid sow what 1 van do with thut star

1.

| men

'l go it, but you are tuking an awful
chance,"

1 noswered: “Well,
Brodie took a chance:
New York and so do 1"

Two days after the undertaker
squad carried me to the opernting
room or “pletures,” as we called them
because of the funny Alms we see une
der ether, and the gperntlon was per-
formed. It was a wonderful plece of
surgery and a marvelous success.
From now on that doctor ean have my
shirt.

More than once some poor soldier
has been brought into the ward In a
dying conditlon, pesulting from losa of
blood nnd exhaustion cnused by his
long Journey from the trenchen  After
an examination the doctor announces
that the only thing that will save him
Is n transtusion of blood. Where Is
the blood to come from? e does not
have to walt long for ni ANSWEr-—Sev.
eral Tommies Immedintely volunteer
thelr blood fur thelr mate. Three or
four are accepted;: n blood test s
made, und next day the trunsfusion
takes place and *here Is nnother pole
face In the ward

Whenever bone is needed for some
specinl  operntion, there are
willlng to glve some—a leg I
necessary to save some mangled mate
from belng erippled for lfe. More
than one man will go through life with

doctor, Steve
he halls from

another man's- blood runnlug through |

his velns, or a plecé of his rib or his
shinbone fo his own anotomy, Some-
timey he pever even Knows the name of
his benefuctor,

The spieit of sncrifice 18 wonderful

For all the suffering nused this war
15 n blessing to Englund=1{t has muade
new men of her sons: has welded all
clusses Into one glorlous whale.

And I ean't help saying that the doe-
tors, slsters, nnd nurses ln the Eoglish
hospitals, are angels on earth. 1 love
thom all and ean never repay the care
nnd kindness shown to me, . For the
rest of my life the Ited Cross will be
to me the symbol of Faith, Hope and
Clarity.

After four months in the hospltal, |
wetit before an examining board and
was discharged from the service of his
Britannle majesty as “physically unfit
for further war service

nlwnys |

%

After my discharge 1 engagod phss
nge on the American liner New York,
and after a xtormy telp ncross the At
inntle one mowentous day, In the hage
of carly dawn, | snw the statue of Hb-
erty loomlng over the port rall, and 1
wondered If over again 1 would go
“ovor the top with the best of luck
and give thow hell”

And even then, though It may seem
stramge, 1 was roally sorey not to he
back In the trenches with my mates
War is not n pink ten, but In & warths
while eause ke ours, mud, rmte, coo-
tien, shells, vounds, or death {iself, are
far outwelglhidl by the deep sense of
satisfuction (vt by the man who does
his bit.

Thore Ix one thing which my ex-
perience tuuglit me that might help the
boy who muy have to go, It Is this—
antleipation is fur worse than realiza
tlon. In ¢ivil Ife o man stands in nwe
of the man above bim, wonders how he
could ever il his jJob. When the time
comen he rlses 1o the occaslon, Is up
and at it, and n surprised to And how
much more enslly than he anticipated
he Alls hix responsibilities. 1t Is really
s0 “out there

He has nerve for the hardships: the
interest of the work geips him ; he Ands
rellef In the fun and comradeship of
the trenchies nnd wins that best sort of
happlness that comes with duty well
done,

THE END.

—

ROMEO WAS CLAD IN KHAKI

Played the Popular QGame, Choosing
the Dinner Table te Work on Af.
fection: of Waltress.

It 1% nnturnl that we should be eager
Lt do whatever we ean far the boys
|m khuk!; but sometimes, when the pa-

triotle zeal 1s not accompanled by a
| sympithetie Imagination, the benefl-
‘vlury mny pray to be delivered from
our frends, writes “An  Amoeriean
Woman" In the Outlook,

A homesick Ind Is likely to want
oither pan atmosphere lke that of his
own home or else the exotle invor the
| expectation of which has helped him
| to undertake the great adventure so
cheortly,

In one family among my nelghbors
the son of the honse was seandallzed
when one of thelr guests at Sunday
dinner made the perfectly simple and
nnturnl request that he be permitted
after the menl to repalr to the kitchen
where the pretty waltross was, Per-

was not dseourmged, and this letter
came “To the Girl That Walts for M.
Qo-and-80: You are the best cver,
Are you keeping company with any-
body ¥ He added hisx name and u few
persoun! detnils, and this dellclous bit
of Identifiention: “If you don't know
which soldler wrote this, It Is the one
that touched your hand under the dish
when you possed the potntoes.™

P

YIELDS “APPLE OF SODOM”
Curloua Plant _\;I;lc_h-arowl en the
Borders of the Deag Sea Pro-
duces This Fruit.

A~

The Dead sen Is situated In the
gouthesst part of Palestine, and Is
enlled by the Arnbs Bahr Loot, or Sen

of Lot. It |s about 4T miles long, with
an nvernge breadth of nine miles. Its
depth varies consldernbly. It Is fed

by the Jordan from the north, nnd by
many other strenms, but has no ap-
parent outlet, its superfluous water b
Ing supposed to be entirely enrried off
by the cvaporation. The north
shores of the sen nre marked by the
binckened trunks and branches of
trees which nre Inerusted with sult, as
{8 everything that Is exposed to the
spray of this sen.

On the southern shore 18 the remark-
able mass of rock called Udsum {Sod-
om). It 1s n narrow, rugged ridge of
hill extending five miles northwest,
and consisting of rock salt. To the
north of Uldsum, and at no great dis-
tance, 18 the suppused site of the an-
clent Sodom.

On the borders of the Dend sea a2
eurfous plant grows which ylelds frult
ealled the "Apple of Sodom,” beautiful
on the outslde hut bitter to the taste,
und, when muture, filled with fiber and
dust,

The menn level of the Dead sen Is
1,202 feet helow the level of the Medl-
terranean. The water contalns from
24 to 26 per cent of salts, of which 7
per eent 18 commo> salt. A salt-water
fish put Into the Dend sea perishes at
onee, Owling to its density due to
palt the water of the sea Is very buoy-
nnt.

Making the Dandelion Beautiful,

The originnl ehrysanthemum, from
which all the supurh varleties we
know today are descended, was, In its
wild state, no bigger or hundsomer
than a dandelion. It 1s found that the
Intter grows with astonlshing rapld-
ity and luxuriance of bloom under
cheesecloth shade,

New Book Mark.

Currled on the rfibbon of B new hook
mark is g eellulold punel through open
tngs 1o which npponr varlous refoer
ences that esn be altered by moving
poluters, with which the devies |Is
vygulpned,

- ~ e e e ]

And Spain, Teo!

Although neutranl Xpaln may not be
In the war, the Spaniards aroe coertninly
in I, The French have heen perfoctly
well awnre that hundreds of Spans
lards jolned the Forelgn Leglon, at the
begluning of the war: so that Puris
wns not taken the least by surprise
when 800 Spanish solilers paraded In
French uniform to recelve decorntions
for valor. The Spaunlsh colony patri-
otieally welcomed them with  flery
speeches, while the Fronch loaded them
with meduls, Three recelved the ros
wird of the Leglon of Honor, nnd
scores the Crolx Milltalre and the
Crolx de Guerrs. Sloce, from a stricts
Iy legnl point of view, the Spanish
leglonnries have tmpertled thelr npa-
tlon's neutrality, It will be Interesting
to know what Berlln will hive to say
ubout 1t; or rather about the 6 sink-
Ings of Spanish ships and the 54 pro-
tests mode by Spain, which “frien Uy"™
Germany has conslatently Ignore. . —
Christian Sclence Monltor,

Siam Studles Philippine Health,

The Phillppine model sanltary house
svhich has aroused po much Interest not

residents of neighboring countries, has
been adopted by Siam, nnd contractors
located nt Bangkok, having secored In-
structions from the Philippine health
service, huve begun the construction of
a number there, The Slamese are
keenly nlive to the lmportanee of pro-
moting publle health, and Innsmuch o
the henlth problems of Sinm are very
stmilar to those of the Phillppines ows
Ing to climnte and products, delegn-
tons of Stamese have arrlved from
e to time in Manlia for the purpose
of studying Phillpplne methods, one of
themn last year, belng headed by his
Royub Highness Prince Iangsit, brothe
er of the king of Slam

Casadepaga Head,

Thls remarkgble looking rock Is
known ns a schigt which in weathered
and erumbled fnto o human expres
sion which s siartling. Not only s
there n distinet roscmblunce to a mag's
profile but the hend v apparently
drossed In o périwlg of the style of
the lust contury such nn the soldiers of
Cornwallls wore. ‘The rock I8 located
un the lﬂ’n of o Z000-fout bl on Se
| wird punionsule, Aluskn, und ls ealled
by the patlves the Blg Head, or the
Chspdepagn Mead, The fuee Ia about
| olght fost high,

-DOY -
SCOUTS

.

(Conducted by Natlonal Counctl of the
Hoy Boouls of Ameriea)

SCOUTS HELP POLICE CITY.

When the patrolmen of Clnclndilt
went on strike, the ety waus left In &
vory serlous situntion,

The city ofMclaly called upon & num-
ber of civie organlzations for ansists
pnee, Including the Boy Beouts of
Amerien. The followlng editorinl from
a loeal paper Indlicutes how well they
Al thelr work and how much It was
nprpreelnped

"Bmur!ﬁy morning boy scouls wore
on duty as traffic oMoers at stroet In-
tersections In downtown Clanelnnatl

“The boys went nt the work with the
energy and enthusiasm which were to
be expected of them, As thess lines
nre written, one of the youngsiers Is
bossing the traffic at the corner of
Sixth and Walnut in a way that brings
smiles of approval and encouragement
from passers-by.

"Regulation of teaiMe Is a necessity
fa Clocinnatl, Law-ablding people will
ohey the orders of the Igny scouls on
traMe duty and try to help them in
tholr work, If there are any small
enough In mind to lmposs upon the

fbo_ri, It I more than probable that

misston was denled, but young Romeo |

they will find the undertaking both un-
suceessful nnd costly.”

S00UTS GROWING RAPIDLY.

In spite of the fuct that of the
peountmasters and other scout ofclals
n lnrge percentage volunteered for ac.
tive service lmmedintely following the
declarntion of the war, nnd auother
large percentnge was called to the
colors by the first draft law, the rece
ords show that toxdny the Boy Hcouts
of Ameriea hag 43 por cent more scout
oMelnls than It had on the day war
was declared and 68 per cent more
peouts than it had on the day war was
decinred,

For every man who will go, each
community will have ot least flve or
more men who huve the same guall
tlen of leadership for carrylng on the
work. It Is not necessary for them
to know seouting from the technleal
polnt of view In ordor to efMiclently
porve un scoulmmsiers, They can we
cure experience by following the same
course as thelr predecessors,  The wiar
has proven pot only In Eungland, but
here In Amerion, that between B0 and
00 there are scoutmnsters even bet-
ter than younger men,

Todny there are 44080 men and
boys s compared with 272081 on
April 6, 117, What will the records
be In one year? There will be at
least 714000 men and boys If this
percentage of Inerease Is malntalned.

THE READY BOY SCOUT.

A hafl 12 the nd who always does his
bit!

When thers Ia work, he Lustles Inte It

With the zest of a battor who Is swings
Ing for a hit—

The ready and the steady and the heady
Boy Boout

.
llv'a'ol‘ttn small, and he's never very
F S
He's alwayn square, and he cannot be &

prig;

And when there Is digging you ought to
son him dig—

The ready and the steady and the heady
HBoy Beoul.

The woodland lore In & bit of what he
knows;
He loved the flag and follows where It

| Koos;
He's a man in the making, the very bast

only nmong Fillpinos but nlso among |

that grows—

The ready and the steady and the hoady
Boy Beout,

=John Clalr Minot in Youth's Companion,

BOY BCOUTS RUN A CITY,

On o Snturday the mayor, the elty offi-
clals and nll memhbers of the Sloux
Clty commisslon turned over the clty
government to elght boy scouts for one-
half hour,

The boy scouts held a regular ses-
slon of councll and discossed an ordl-
nonee for eroating u ity planning ¢om-
rileelon for Sloux Clty, Al the end
of the hinlf-hour resylon the hoys pass-
ed the ordinndce creating such a coms
miss'on, and then surrendered the
relus of government to the elty commis-
sloners,

~ BCOUTS RUN FIRE ALARM.,

The scouts of Roselle Park, N. J,
have been placed In charge of the en-
tire eloetrie Nre nlorm system of the
borough, Including hells, house alarms,
gangn, wire, alnrm boxes, slornge bat-
teries and other equipment,

The appolntment carrios n salary of
B60 por annum whivh will bi added (o
the troop treasury, For (wo yoars
the troop has had the care of 42 fire
hydrants and thros flags.




