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THE PRESIDENT'S REPLY TO THE POPE.

I and when President Wilson replics
to Pope lict’s peace proposal,
an eastern exchan he

write a personal letter to

» Bened BAVE
=t

It

be an nnofiicial letter from a citizen of

him will

the United States to another private
person

The president will write to Pope B n-|
edict as if he were writing to the Episco-
pal bichop of Massachusettz, a Metho- [
dist bishop, a moderator of a Presby-
terian assembly or a 11'-1.:1,_”::«-}1“1}
cler ,_'\;.m:l in any foreign country i

The » does not ¢ 'lJi!li'!'li.".'Tt \\'1i.||
the United States government thro -1,.,|s|
the secretary of state or any other dip- l
lomatic channel—because the vatican is
not recognized by the United States
government as a VErvign power.

To the American government, tle
pope is the spiritual leader of millirns
of Christians We maintain no diy |'_‘
matic representative at the vatican and
the papal legate in the United States is| .
not & member of the diplomatic corpe. |

It is only with Austria that the vati-
can today maintains full diplomatic re-
latio

When the pope speaks through the
papal secretary of state, Cardinal Gas
parri, the communication at Vienna iz
treated exactly as the communication
from a sovereign power.

When the pope speaks at the head of

the chuarch in his encyelicals addressed

to t church or to mankind in generul }
:..1. ' ::-.I 1 'Y r:,? ;:‘ T

tha £] ritual father of his church and
an adherent and expounder of the teach -]
ings of Christ,

\ustria and the Hapsburg dynasty
maintain today the same relatjons
which existed when the pope and the
emporer of Germanie Hely Roman
Empire,” tounded by Charlemagne,
were in theory the joint rulers of
Christendom, The Hapsburgs once
swaved that sceptor with the consent
and blessings of the pope, and in theory
the relations have never been changed.

Other nationg maintain modified dip-
lomatie relations with the pone,

Both Germany and Great Britain
transacts bnoziness with the vatican
through diplomatic agents. Both these
empires have many millions of subjects
who owe spiritual allegiance to the holy
father -

S patn and gome of the South Ameri-
can republies also maintain diplomati
relations with the vatican, although the
extent of their relations hae been in-
creasinglv limited in recent vears,

Fravee, Italy and Portugal, although
the vast buik of their people are spirit
ual children of the pope, do not mein-
tain any l,!-l matic relations with the
vatican and do not recognize any sover-
eign power as residing in the pope.

Under the CZars, Russia re e nized
the pope in a diplomatic way, fi
tran=action of temporal business,
thongh the ezar nimself wasa rival re-
ligious potentate and the epiritual head
of tha eh of the Christian chureh
which practices the eastern or Greek
rite=, as distinguished from the Roman

To the czar the pope was only the
bishop of Home in a religious sense, but
to the czar's Folish subjects the pope
was the head of the church.

[he Russian republie has f course
jims ed all these iplicated relations.
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