
1

PEARL OF THE ARMY
(C o n tin u e l  troni first page) 

Holding bófñTdi'eiTs before nini, bis

l i e  Moon nn Instant Undecided. ia e t i ,  
d ism issing the boy w ithout a reply, be 
crushed the note In his list and, mum­
bling apologies, joined b is companions 
in the w aitin g  autom obile.

T h e  ball at  the Grunadlan  em bassy 
own eyes  could not distinguish any „ . . s , n fu ll  nlotion w |,en they arrived, 
difference In the penmanship. Am azed JVarl wug eusiiy  the apex  o f  all 
and troubled beyond expression, la- vlsloa ln lh e  assemblage. W herever 
thrust the original and duplicate Inti! j s)|(. moved petitioned tin* fa v o r  of 
his pocket and hastened out o f  the (| und wl„ . fl sl„ .  WIl|tZed with l ie
room. W hile w aiting for the e levator j \|jr:._ t|1(, gray-halred G ranadian urn- 
he looked a t  his timepiece. It w as cx  ,mstiudor> , ven the women begrudg- 
uctly  ,1:r<y p. m. ' len  minutes later  he i j|,gjy adm itted  her superior graces  and
stood pale und tense before the secre­
t a r y  o f  w a r  and his fe llow  members o f 
the general a rm y staff, extending the 
scra w ls  for  their  inspection while he 
recited the circum stances in short sen ­
tences.

“ T h e  thing Itself, sir, Is incredible!”

charms.
D urin g a one-step, in which B rent's  

'good  fortune paired him with l 'earl,  
1'ayno for  a moment encountered alone 
in the conservatory  the G ran adian  am ­
bassador. T h e y  chatted  briefly.

‘ Who is the beautifu l brunette,
lie exclaimed, shrilly. ' l .ut my o w n  your ex cellen cy?” inquired I 'ayue, ino- 
hundw riting! I hat cap s  the c lim a x .  , tloning toward a girl standing some- 

* It docs, Indeed, cap the climax, ut- | „  but ap art  and alone. ¡She w as tall 
tered the secretary  o f  war, dryly. j atl,j beautiful, w ith  an  indefinable 

Some hours later  I ’a yu e  recalled the something hard, w hile  pathetic, in her 
s in gular  em phasis upon these words, i mobile countenance.

“ T h e  disappearance of the paralyzed ; T h e  ttmbassutior shook his head and, 
man Just reported has something to do call ing liis secretary, put I 'ay n e ’s 
with t h i s , ’ quickly Interposed Colonel | question. P a y n e ’s ey e s  w ere  a t  that 
Dare, placing a kindly  hand upon the instant looking a t  the g ir l ’s  neck, 
shoulder o f  his perturbed young o l B - w h e r e  lay, a ttach ed to a thin gold 
cer. "W e  will nip this plot in the bud. ! chain, a locket identical with the one 
for  a plot it must be. L et  Cap tain  containing the hidden w afers .
P a y n e  h a ve  every  freedom  of  action “ Curious,”  he mumbled, h a l f  aloud, 
from now until the departure  o f his w hile  j h e  secretary  adm itted  reluctant- 
train fo r  N ew  O rleans tonight and we • |y  that he did not know her nam e and 
will huve him shudowed by the entire went off to ascertain  It. Just then 
secret service  force If necessary.” P,rent, w ith  a laughing girl uu each 
Then he outlined a procedure w h i c h , „ m u  *  v e j >  'by, and P ayne, us he 
w a s  fa ithfu lly  adhered to by P ayne in 
ev ery  detail.

Capt. Ralph Payne Is Arrested fo r  Treasonab le  Conspiracy.

turned to seek  Peurl, fo r  bis dance 
with her w as now due, imagined that 

H e returned immediately  to his room |lt, „ a s  m istaken when he thought he
in the hotel. C losing the transom over 
the door and d ra w in g  the window 
blinds lie telephoned in a hurry  for his

saw  the m ysterious wom an accost 
It rent nnd be snubbed by bim.

When Peurl and her now happy es-
full-dress uniform and another suit cort stepped upon the iloor the dancing 
■ which that morning hud been sent to „ a s  at its  height. E verybody  w a s  in 
the valet for pressing, fo r  the D a r e  ¡, g a y  an d  Indulgent humor. H e  led« 
dinner hour w as near. He removed his s|,e fo llow ed in p e rfe ct  step and
coat, hanging it on b clothes tree dl- rytlitu to the music, which wus a selec-
rcc t ly  In front o f  the window. Into (ion from  Strauss. No more splendidly 
one o f  the pockets ho dropped the m atched couple graced  the door of a 
locket, la y in g  his w a tch  and chain up- ballroom. H a lf  a head ta ller  than she 
on ihe bureau. In a little while ta  • , ; i, - a s  an  arrow , e v e r y  inch a
v a le t  arrived, carry in g  clothing on soldier in fact,  he looked the part. Many 
Loth firms. Smoothing the trousers of ,,|,i „m l adm iring couple in the room 
P a y n e ’s tw o  suits upon the bed ¡is that n ight commented upon Pearl 's  
directed by the captain, he secured the  suitability  to b e  a soldier ’s w i fe  and 
eouis u, the pins of the tree, w h ile  hoped am on g them selves  that P ay n e  
P a y n e  w a s  diving his hands In his would he th e  lu ck y  fellow. She was
pockets fo r  a tip. Presently ,  complete- youth, health  and vita lity  Incarnate,
ly  att ired  fo r  the evening, P ayn e  put In indeed. H e r  developing figure w as 
u cull for  a cub und, approaching the strong and su p p le ;  there w as sotne- 
V ’lndow, threw  up the bliuds. tiling boyish about it, too. In her

H e smiled fa intly  as he looked sp arklin g  blue eyes merriment vied 
through the window. A s  had been w ith  girlish tenderness. A  coat of 
planned, on the ninth floor of the summer tun only p artly  hid the c larity  
building on the opposite side of the o f  her  complexion. A  faint natural 
street w ere  numbers o f  men of  the odor from her golden hair  during that 
secret serv ice  star in g Into his room, ecstutic  dance perm eated the senses 
«•very detail o f  which w a s  visible to of I ’ayne, fa ir ly  intoxicating him. 
their  location. P a y n e  significantly "P e a r l ,”  he whispered, tenderly, "I 
tapped the left shoulder strap of the am leavin g you tonight fo r  a long and 
coat upon the tree, a ssurin g himself 
that the document wits hidden there.
H e put his hand Into the coat pocket, 
took the locket out, held It in the light 
so that it could he seen by tltc w a tch ­
ers, und replaced it. H e turned to see 
i f  they had observed Ids action. T h e y  
gestured in the atlirmntive 
departed, locking the door.

In rooms across the corridor and in i 
those adjoining his ow n also w ere  se­
cret service  men, who noticed his do- I 
parture with significant interest.

P ayn e  left the hotel quite at case.

W h at does thatindefinite absence, 
mean to you?"

T h e  girl t^olo no reply. l i e  could 
feci the w ild beating o f  her  heart.

"Is there not some token of  you I 
m ay ta k e  along with me nnd treasure 
in the loneliness and uncertainty  of 

Then  he | the life to which 1 am bouud? Some—  
love token?”

She pressed his hand very, ve ry  ten­
derly. Still  she did not speak, imt 
something told him that her heart w a s  
full.

“ P e a r l?" She looked up timidly, 
eager to he with Pearl. T h e  secrets  adoringly, 
left behind in his uniform w ere stir- ! “ Will you be my wife?” 
rounded by an im prign ab lo  cordon of  Pearl no longer hesitated. Long
protection. , since, her  heart had told her w hat her

Pearl’s dinner passed i ff without a f - ! r v- oase to that uuestlon would bo.
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Oertha Conn Is Snubbed by Major Brent.

fo rd ln g  l ’ayno nn opportunlty fo r  a ! 
tu ut li II I ly- de si risi tete-tete. for bolli Ilio 
cnloncl nhd M ajor  Itrciit nero, to Ics 
dlsappolutincrit.  preseti!.

It wus whlle tlie party were assoni- 1 
liliiig In thè hall tliat occurred an In- 
ri deut vvhlch iiotlcenhly nflYcte.l Itre.it 
and cnused l ’uyne ut least a few sec­
onda o f  wonder. A  rie-st-nger arrivisi  
w lth  e letter addreseed to llrent on thè 
Hotel W llton  statloiicry. E xcu siu g  hlm- 
se lf  and rettrtng aoruewhat npnrt frolli  
th è  othera, llrent broke thè seni and, 
w lth  r is ii l i  anger, r ad :

Thotnton I ani at y-uir l.otst. 
t m«d a large »uni of money I m 
aura your m a l  for I esrt tu re  . ' .p- 
tiUn f 'm ynt  woul-l p»> ine lian !- -ai.-- 
I» for » t.at I . oul! o li hlm 1 imjt 
t *  t u b a t a l i  U t U U U K V i

She know that sho loved Ralph Payne'.
“ I.ct us go Into the conservatory,”  ahe 

murmured softly.
Then, as they m ade their  exit,  ap­

peared M ajor It rent, beckoning to
Payne.

"A  messenger Is looking for  yon. 
Captain  1”  he called  over  his shoulder 
»a. with the w ife  of the ch ie f  o f  stafT, 
tie entered the ballroom. "F ro m  Colo­
nel Hare. I b e l i e v e r

Hardly had these words been *i>oken 
when M ajor Jtteole o f  the urmy intelli­
gence burin.U stepp.nl up to Payne. 
"Colonel Pare. In the am bassador's  li­
brary. desires to see you— alone,"  he 
-a. 1, with  .pitet ¿vtnm> ure, loofcinf at ;

Payne, uvoTTiing I’eaf.'s Inquiring eyes.
I’ayue, concealing the irritation he 

felt, turned to P ea rl  to excu se  h im self;  
i out she insisted upon nccompffnying 

him.
H ere -Major S tee le  interposed an ob­

jection, which she would not hear. She 
Imd her own w a y. In spite of M ajor 
Steele 's cold und forbidding attitude 
she followed him into tlie l ibrary on 
the arm of her now uneasy lover.

At first n either comprehended the 
' tragic  scene upon which their  attention 
j fell. M ajor S tee le  closed and locked 
I the door, stan din g rigidly, his hand on 

the knob. B y  a massive w rit in g  stand,
I alone, w as  the  tall and m elancholy 

figure o f  the colonel. T h e  Granadian 
ambassador sat  in a chair, his head 

! bowed in one arm ns though be w ere  
j sleeping. In his other hand, resting on 

the stand, he hold a pen. the ink on 
i  which w as still fresh. Under it lay an 
j  unfinished letter.

P ayne. asHf in a horrible nightmare, 
saw  that this le tter  w as addressed to 
none other than himself. A  groan of  
nbjt et horror escaped liis lips.

“ D ear  P ay n e ,”  the te rr ify in g  lan­
gu age b e g a n ;

"M y  country thanks you, but too
la te  T h e re  is no a l te rn a te  l o r  me but
to die. Farewell,  tn>
" W h y — " lie glared w ild ly  about the 

room. In that moment his heart 
seined to h ave  stopped beating, l i i s  
eyes  fell upon the ambassador. He 
saw  that he w a s  dead.

Colonel P a r e  now spoke, m echanical­
ly. "M ajo r  Steele,"  he said, turning to 
that grim officer, " fo r  the time being, 
ut least, absolute secrecy  o f  this 
fr ightful  a ffa ir  must be kept. P la ce  
your most trusted  men in charge."  H e 
turned to his h alf  h ysterical  dale f«r. 
“ l ’earl,"  said lit*, with infinite sadness. 
“ 1 w ill ask you  to go w ith  us, now that 
you are  a w itn ess  here, to  Captuiu 
Payne 's  q u arters  at the W ilton .”

Pearl often  wondered a fte rw a rd s  
how she summoned the courage to go 
through the remainder o f  this ordeal o f  
her life. She did not cry. neither <Ud 
she. but for the one moment, lose her 
splendid composure. H er mind became 
a blank. H er blood seemed to have  
frozen In her v e i n s .  I luring the seem­
ingly interminable ride to the hotel site 
sat on the front seat by T o k o  In a ter- 
r ible calm. H er fee lin gs  seemed to 
h ave  left her  entirely  as. when they 
stepped from the e levator on the ninth 
floor o f  the Wilton, the party  proceed­
ed to Payne 's  rooms.

Only once did any flicker o f  hope r*»- 
vive. and that w a s  when M a jor  Steele 
w as Informed by the secret service  
men aw ait in g  Payne 's  return that no 
. tie had approached his room during 
his absence, which w a s  corroborated 
by the men posted across  the street.

On entering P ayn e 's  room nnd fa s t ­
ening the door. P ayn e  laughed  n little. 
There, on the clothes tree, hung the 
coat just ns he had left  I t !

T h e  colonel lifted the coat from the 
t r . e  nnd passed ¡t to Peurl, handing 
her a lso  a penknife. “ Rip open the 
s leeve  under th e  left shoulder strap,"  
he requested, hardly uble to conceal 
his ow n feelings.

P earl  obeyed, smiling, fo r  under her 
Ungers she felt som ething secreted in 
the cloth. T rium p han tly  she extracted  
a sheet o f  paper and handed It to her 
father, while from the coni pocket she 
drew the locket.

“ T h a n k  G o d !"  cried T a j n c  wp.h an 
excess o f  relieved emotions.

But upon Colonel P u r e ’s countenance 
there crept. a< lie exam ined the paper, 
nn expression o f  astonishm ent and un­
belief, mixed w ith  contempt. For  the 
paper w a s  not the arm y d o c u m e n t: it 
w as  a piece o f  ordinary newspaper. 
I l ls  nervous fingers opened the locket, 
l i t  stnred at nn empty Interior. T h e  
w a fe r s  were gone

A pin drop might have  been heard 
ln the ensuing siI. nee» Colonel Pan*, 
d raw in g  him self to full height, turned
Imperiously to  M;:;.>r Steele.

"Calitcby P a i n e ! "  exc laim ed the la t­

ter, trigidly. ~*T arrest" you on the 
charge  o f  treasonable conspiracy  w ith

■ Granada aga in st  the United States.”
T h e  look of dumb anguish passed 

from P a y n e ’s pale fea tu res.  “ I am not
■ g u i l t y !”  he said  solemnly, yet not 
i Without resentment and bitterness.

( E N D  OF n i t b T  E P IS O D E .)

Queered Himself.
“ W hat spoiled A rch ie ’s  chances with 

Miss Millyuns?"

“ She told him she disliked con e 'l l- 
m eats."

"I see, and he persisted in p aying
them ?”

"No. He w a s  stupid enough f o  take  
her ut her word utid stop.” — Boston 
Transcript.
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ing.

The John Wei-s sa*r mill, the or.e
that makes money every  tim e the wheel 
goes round. Let us exp la in  th e  term s 
and price on this money-maker.

W e have a residence property  at P a ­
cific Uitv that can be bought for half 
cash, balance to suit purchaser. Y o u  
know (bat Pacific C ity  w ill some dav lie 
th e  ideal sum m er resort and th a t p ro p ­
erty will  Is* higher. W h y  not buy now 
while there is a chan ce for an in v e s t ­
m ent.

P a v in g ,  selling or trading real estate  
and business enterprises our big hold. 
Wt have r- .iltv fro■» Timber to Nesko- 
win amt taisineee enterprises scattered 
along the  wav.  th a t  can lie bought 
right Find ns if v mi are in the m arket 
and if you are n t in the market for 
-■ •me of the snaps 1 have, get in. A tip  
t l i . t ’s worth taking.

T aylo r R eal Estate A g e n c y
ClGYerdale, Oregon.


