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OUR ROAD PROBLEM.
E ditor C o u r ie r :

As one who cam e from a co u n try  
w here they  build ail th e ir  im proved 
roads by bonding. and  are  so satistied 
w ith resu lts  th a t  they  never th in k  of 
do ing it any  o th e r way, I am  n a tu ra l l\ 

.in  h ea rty  accord w ith th e  plan as o u t­
lined by M r. F. It. Heals in a recen t 
com m unication  to th e  C ourier an d  o th e r 
cou n ty  papers.

Some six or seven years ago I not only 
advocated  th e  bonding plan in a le tte r  
published in th e  C ourier a t tlra t tim e, 
bu t also denounced th e  to ll-gate g raft a t 
D olph, a parir itic in s titu tio n  th a t  had 
outgrow n its usefulness and caused th e  
c U'puscels to  l oll in e \e ry  red-blooded 
in lividual th a t  ever en te red  th e  county  
th ro u g h  it.

Today th e  toll gate  is gone and . be­
lieve me, th e  bonding plan is com ing: 
T he fates have decreed its com ing as in ­
ev itab le. In te llig en t m en a r fast com ­
ing to  know th a t  if th e  p resen t g en era ­
tion  are to ever enjoy roads adap ted  It» 
w ith stan d  th e  traffic of m odern convey­
ances, because of th e  im m ense cap ita l 
involved in th e ir  s tru c tu re , th ey  m ust 
of necessity  reso rt to th e  bonding p lan  
if bu ilt on an y th in g  like a scale th a t 
would m eet th e  d em an ds of th e  people.

They begin to  realize as never before 
th a t a fte r bu ild in g  hard  surfaced roads, 
though  they  are i • tr  -b exoensive, 
th a t  they  have not only th e  privilege of 
enjoy ing th e ir  benefits while they  are

being paid for, hu t in th e ir  h u ild in ; 
they  have added a valuab le asse t to  the 
civic p roperty  possessions of th e  com ­
m un ity  at large and  an enhanced  value 
to  th e ir  ind iv idual p rop erty  possessions 
m ore th a n  eipial th e  m oney expended 
th e re fo r, and  have also  added muni* 
ticently  to  th e  heritage  of fu tu re  gen era ­
tions w h e tlie r th e  bonds be all or p a rtly  
redeem ed before th e ir  dem ise. And add 
to all th a t ,  th e  m oney used on road c o n ­
s tru c tio n  rem ains largely a t  hom e where 
it lias been sp en t by th e  con trac to rs  and 
w orkm en w ith  our business m en and 
farm ers or deposited  in  our banks, th u s  
c o n s titu tin g  p rac tica lly  a loan to  them  
w ith ou t in te re s t d u rin g  th e  life of the  
bonds.

Is it an y  w onder, th e n , th a t  w ith  ib is 
fact in m ind  th e  federal governn-. lit, 
th e  s ta tes  and  sm aller m uiiicipalitie* are 
aw akening  to  th e  s itu a tio n , sp iirre f on 
bv a cullossal a rm y  of au tom ob ile  ow n­
ers (on-* t<i every m ile of road in the 
1 'n ited  S ta tes) and  ap p ro p ria tin g  .nil- 
lions for good roads?

'Ib e  U n ited  S ta tes has increased road 
ap p ro p ria tio n s  in  th e  last decade from  
80 to  282 m illions, th e  s ta tes  in the  sam e 
tim e from  2b. m illions to  5:5 m il­
lions. T he s ta te  of C alifo rn ia  lias re ­
cen tly  voted a 15-m illion bond issue, and 
so it goes.

If such a course is a grtod th in g  for 
o th e r s ta te s  and  o th e r  eo m m u n itie  why 
should it no t be a good th in g  for T illa ­
mook cou n ty?  Inasm uch  as these  sta tes 
have and  are  a tta in in g  such a  high s ta te
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of dev elo pm en t u n d er such governm ent 
w hy, in  th e  nam e of progress, would it 
n o t be a good th in g  for us when we have 
ev e ry th in g  to  ga in  and  no th ing  to  lose? | 
W hy not?

If ou r p resen t program  of hard  su r-i 
facing is to  go on, and  we refuse to  bond,
1 p ity  ou r old p ioneers who have in- j 
vested th e ir  all in  o u tly in g  c o m m u n itie s i 
our m ain  th o rou ghfares do no t touch . 1 
fear th ey  will be in  th e ir  grave» and 
th e ir  ch ild ren  gray  headed before they  ' 
get th e ir  ju s t deserts  in the  way of road i 
im p rov em en t, especially  if our tim b er is 
m oved rap id ly .

P e te rin g  to  th e  proposed s ta te  high- ! 
w ay, ab o u t w hich th e re  is no little  con­
trov ersy , 1 am  cand id ly  led to  w onder 
how m any of our c itizens are  given it 
sufficient con sid era tion  to  fully ap p re ­
c ia te  its  im p o rtan ce , its tru e  re la tion  to  
all th e  people and  its bearing  upon th e  
fu tu re  developm ent and  p rosperity  of 
o u r co u n ty .

Inasm uch  as it  would su re ly  becom e 
in a brief tim e  au  in teg ra l p a r t of th e  
Pacific highw ay and  possibly a govern­
m en t m ilita ry  h ighw ay , it th ey  do so 
consider it, they  ce rta in ly  can n o t view

(C oncluded on last page.)
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those who wish to 
j  get a better KO­DAK this season, we have made arrange­ments whereby we can take in a few good old style machines in trade on ntw ones,
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