
H e Laughs Best 
W ho Laughs Last

#
By SADIE OLCOTT

Dmi E versham  en tered  a ra ilw ay  s ta 
tion, bought his ticket and, satchel in 
lia ti. clim bed the  stei>s of a  parlo r car. 
His sea t was nex t to  u very p re tty  girl, 

Outside on th e  p la tfo rm  w as a party  
of youngsters who had been seeing off 
a new ly m arried  couple. Passing by 
I an E versham ’s w indow, w here he sat 
n ea r the p re tty  girl, one of the  party  
th rew  a handfu l of rice ag a in st his 
w indow pane. Then all of them  waved 
goodhys and laughingly passed on.

Tills h it of fun did not troub le Dan 
m uch; but, seeing t' e p re tty  g irl beside 
him blush a deep red. he fe lt sorry  for 
her. ✓

“ I suppose." he said to her, " th a t 
those persons th ink  th a t they  perpe
tra te d  a very good joke."

" I t  w as horrid of them .”
Tills w as the beginning of a conver

sation th a t lasted  till long a f te r  the 
tra in  sta rted . M eanw hile those in the 
ca r who had seen th e  rice throw ing  
did no t doubt th a t they  had a bri ie 
and  groom aboard. D an w as got u| 
w ith sufficient resplendence fo r a 
groom, and the  n ea t trav e lin g  d ress of 
th e  g irl w as appropria te  for a bride. 
Then, too, Dan w as a lto g e th er too po
lite and a tten tiv e  to  have been long 
m arried, and  since they  w ere traveling  
together they w ere n o t supposed to be 
bachelor and  sp inster.

In  the  sea t opposite the  girl sa t a 
wom an from  New England. T here Is 
no thing m ore in te re stin g  to a woman 
th an  a bride, and  th is  person was a 
m otherly  c rea tu re  who felt her heart 
go out to  the  young th in g  who had 
but Just em barked  in the  sou of m a tri
mony, a sea th a t the  Yankee had 
found a troubled one. She en tered  into

try ing  to keep from  laughing am i was 
now obliged to sw ing his ch a ir to face 
the window, p resen ting  his back to  the 
inquirer. The supposed bride, seeing 
a num ber of persons who sa t n ea r her 
enjoying her d iscom fort, b lushed to  the 
roots of her h a ir and  said stern ly  to 
her to rm entor:

"M adam , you have m ade a m istake. 
The gentlem an is a stro n g er to me. 1 
ro v e r saw  him before he took his chair 
in tins ear."

“Oil, land!" exclaim ed th e  Yankee, 
throw ing  up her hands. " I 'v e  known 
lots o’ lyin’ done by brides to  hide tha t 
they are  brides, bu t I never heard  any 
th ing  like th a t.”

The girl tu rn ed  to Dan as m uch as 
to say, "H elp  me out of th is."

"I regret,"  he said gallan tly , “ to con 
firm the young lady’s s ta tem en t.”

A dozen persons s ittin g  n ea r laughed 
outright.

Dan lost his equanim ity , m aking 
m atte rs  worse. “ I 'll  bet any  one here," 
he said, “th a t I ’m a single m an and 
tha t I never saw  th is  young lady be 
fore today .”

He drew  forth  a  f a t  poeketbook aiul 
began to count out ton dollar hills. 
Not a person in terested  bu t th ough t he 
was a bridegroom  determ ined  to stave 
off being recognized as such. Tliej 
laughed all the  lender. I t w as very 
am using. D an looked a t  the girl, and 
the girl looked a t Dan. l ie  tipped the 
wink and said to th e  o thers;

“ I suppose w e’ll have to own tip. 
Now for n w edding p resen t.”

T aking  off his h a t, he passed through 
(he ca r receiving contributions. By 
tills tim e so m any persons had become 
In terested  in w h a t w as going on th a t a 
goodly sum  w as collected, w hich Dan 
poured in to  th e  g irl's  lap.

“ If you do n 't w a n t it,"  lie said, “give 
it to  ch a rity .”

“I ’ll give it to ch a rity ,” w as the 
sharp  reply.

A few  m inutes la te r  D an’s station 
was called, and, say ing  gobdby to fiD 
bride, he got out of the  car, leaving her 
to pursue her journey  alone

Then the  con tribu to rs laughed again, 
but a d ifferent laugh from before.
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conversation w ith  the  supposed bride.

“Nice day." w as her en tering  wedge.
“Q uite so," was the  laconic reply.
“Going fa r?"
“ 1 shall trav e l a ll uav .”
“You m ust be tired?"
“W hy uo you th ink  so?"
“On, th ere 's  a lot to be done in prep

a ra tio n  for a weddin’."
T he girl saw  a t once th a t  the  p arty  

who had th row n  the  rice had given a 
w rong im pression. B ut instead  of cor
recting it. which would bo em barrass 
ing. she looked dow n a t  an  open novel 
In her lap and  said  nothing. The wo
m an w as not to  be put off.

“ You're the  im age of a girl 1 knew 
in Salem . I w onder if  you’re  any re la
tion to  her. Your nam e a in 't  Twitch- 
ell. is it?"

“No, it isn 't T w itched ."
“Or Saulsbury ?"
“ No," and  to shu t off fu r th e r  Inquiry 

the  girl told her her nam e w as Effle 
Trobridge.

“I guess it 's  get som ep'n else to  it 
now."

"Som ething else! W hat else can it 
need ?”

“W all, I guess if d o n 't need no th in ’ 
else, b u t our law s, m ade fe r men. force 
us wom en to give up our own nam es 
and tak e  on a m an 's—th a t is. when 
we tie  ourselves up to  one of 'em . If 
I wns yon I w ouldn 't d<> it. You've 
got a nice nam e, and I w ouldn 't tak e  
on any  m ore W hat's  your m arried 
nam e?”

"I'm  not m arried ."
The wom an looked a t her surprised, 

then said in a low voice:
"I know th a t b rides th e  first day of 

m arried  life don’t like to own up to it. 
They th ink  nobody sj>ots 'em fu r  bein’ 
Jist m arried. But. law s, any one would 
know th a t you tw o w as Jist m arried .”

Dan. w ho heaid  th is  dialogue, was
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