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THURSDAY. OCTOBER 5, 1010
“ I CAN TAKE IT OR LEAVE IT ALONE.”

He wavered from th e  bar, pointing 
his toes ra ther uncertainly  in the  gen
eral direction of his dull-eyed gaze, gays 
an exchange.

The day before we had seen him  at a 
table in the  corner, loudlv declaring, ‘‘I 
can take it or leave it a lone!”

Poor Dubb! He though t he was tell
ing the  tru th . They all th in k  tha t.

Many ot them  are, perhabs.
But this particular dubb—
We’d like to take him by the coat 

lapel, stand him in the  corner, and say 
to him over and over again, till he un 
derstood :

•‘Yes, kid, we know you can take it ;  
put you have never proved you could 
leave it  alone.

CHEAP JOHN METHODS.
If the  national republican and demo

cratic com m ittees had practical news
paper men among them  they would be 
shown very quickly where a vast sum of 
money is being wasted. The newspaper 
men would point to the  well filled waste 
paper baskets in the newspaper offices, 
a large portion of the contents being 
publicity m atter which the  typewriters 
of the national com m ittees are turning 
out every day.

Were newspaper men on the com m it
tee the  rem aining m em bers would be 
told  th a t the day has long gone by 
when the newspapers are so gullable as 
to  devote their space to prom otion m a
terial, either for one party  or the other 
and th a t the money spen t in th is work 
m ight better be expended in legitim ate 
advertising, the  same to be marked ad 
vertising so th a t he who reads may 
know who is behind it.

When th e  expense of the labor in 
volved in typing the  dope, the cost of 
the  pajier and envelopes, and the post
age are taken into  consideration, in the 
hope of getting a little  free publicity at 
the  expense of the publisher, it is found 
th a t a legitim ate newspaper advertise
ment, would cost no more. The national 
party  would then be getting publicity, 
whereas they do not get it now. News
paper space is too valuable and p rin t 
paper too costly to throw it away on a 
one-sided game to boost office seekers 
into a fat job. That day has gone, and 
the national com m ittee should make 
them selves aware of it.
SELF-GOVERNMENT FOR CRIMINALS.

Reformers have widely different 
theories about dealing with criminals.

One set believes th a t virtue can lie 
applied, like a veneer, to  any deubtful
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character, tha t bad men can be delivered 
from evil ways by influences outside of 
them selves, like preaching and punish
m ent. And supposedly good men try 
to whip, manacle and torture prisoners 
into the straight and narraw  path.

And when wardens and keepers have 
finished their sad part, society takes a 
tu rn  at hounding th e  freed “ jailbird” 
until he is driven back to the old gang 
and to another prison sentence.

But a wiser class of reformers holds 
th a t goodness m ust come from within 
and th a t with any individual it is like a 
seed which may rem ain dorm ant for 
years, bu t which will grow into a 
healthy p lant, if only surrounded wifh 
the right conditions. Fill a m an’s mind 
with tru th  and beauty, and there will 
be no room for wickedness.

The latest developments in penology 
have been along th is line. Thomas 
Mott Osborne has the credit of trans
forming Sing Sing, one of the most dis
tressing institu tions ever invented and 
tolerated by man.

But all th a t Osborne claims to have 
done is to permit the  prisoners to re
form themselves. He has simply 
atiolUbed old m ethods of discipling men into  virtue, has made the prisonei* responsible for themselves, and has made

it possible for them  to govern th em 
selves. This they are now doing with 
extraordinary  success through their o r
ganization, the M utual W elfare league. 

Convicts at the Ohio penitentiary  re 
cently became “ class conscious” in m uch 
the same way. They even demanded 
the righ t to say who should be the ir 
warden. O ther evidences th a t con
dem ned men recognize the  justice of 
"p risoner’s righ ts” appear in every is
sue af every prison journal in the land.

All of which shocks society—or th a t 
large part of society “ which has no 
more crim inals than  it deserves.”

So far in the history of civilization 
there  is no more brutal chapter than  
th a t which records the efforts and fail 
urea of the good people to make over the 
bad people.

No class can th ink far another. Even 
crim inals m ust th ink  for themselves.

And now th a t convicts are actually 
undertaking their own reform ation, 
some fair and decent solution of prison 
problems may lie expected.

The Evening Telegram, Portland 's 
treat daily paper, and the Cloverdale 
Courier, both papers one year for only 
$3.50.
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