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When the surveyor» for the B. and B. 
railroad reached within a mile of the 
town of Scoville they were stopped by 
the owner of a farm, who threatened ' 
them with an action for trespass if 
they set foot on Ills land.

it was old Ransotne who had lived 
on that farm since he was born aud 
was now over sixty years old. Boy 
and man, he had been known us stlugy 
aud mean, und no one had ever dealt 
with him a second time. His wife was 
about like him in her disagreeable way. 
The two seldom or never disagreed 
with each other, but they disagreed 
with everybody else.

The town of Scoville wanted that 
railroad aud wanted it built at once, 
but there was old John blocking the 
way and his old wife backing him up. 
It must cross ills eighty acre farm to 
reach the town. The surveyors argued 
und coaxed, but it was of no use.

The railroad Anally guarded its sur­
veyors and the line was run. but that 
was only the beginning of the tight 
It collected its forces and began the 
grading. Old John was out there with 
his gun and his w ife was there with a 
club, but the lusty men laughed ut 
them and carried them o!T the scene, 
and In a few weeks there was the 
hooting and tooting that the oi l couple 
dreaded to hear. They would not sell, 
and the railroad waited for them to 
propose some sort of settlement

There was a highway about u quar­
ter of u mile to the south of the Iljtn- 
soine farm, and the new railroad cross­
ed it at a level. The soft earth was 
soon gullied out by the wheels of the 
wagons, and this left the tracks three, 
or four inches above the surface. When 
old John observed this be yoked up 
his oxen and hitched them to his wag­
on and went after a load of wood. 
When he returned with it to the cross­
ing he stuck there. The oxen could not 
pull the wagon across the rails. The 
old man sat down to patiently wait 
for a train to come along. One appear­
ed In sight in about cn hour and found 
Its progress blocked. It took all the 
train hands and some of the passen­
gers to boot to get that wagon across 
the track. There was fuming and 
threatening, but old John was very 
quiet and calm. He repeated this per­
formance once a day for a week. Then 
the railroad put down planks and the 
scheme was defeated.

“ Well, we'll have to try some other 
trick,” said tlie old folks to each other. 
And as a result of their planning they 
went out at night with a big pail of 
soft soap and smeared the rails for a 
distance of thirty rods. The next train 
that came that way did not whizz past; 
it stood still and whizzed, and it iook 
the best part of an hour nnd a barrel 
o f sand to make the wheels go round 
again and have n grip on the rails.

Old John was arrested for this soapy 
trick, but they could prove nothing 
against him, and he was discharged 
from custody. A fter this a new at­
tempt was made to bring about a set­
tlement. but it was doomed to failure 
from the start. Then came another 
adventure. Old John cut the grass in 
his meadow, nnd while drawing it to 
the barn to store away he drove across 
tlie track at a point on his own farm 
and a wheel somehow came off the 
wagon and dumped hay and vehicle In 
a grand heap. There was Just time to 
get the oxen out of the way when a 
locomotive of a freight train plunged 
Into the mess. Hay end splinters flew 
over half the county, and the whole

train was derailed at a cost of many 
thousand dollurs to the coini>au.v.

There were two lawsuits begun im­
mediately, one by the company to 
make the old man pay damages and 
one by Old John to collect the worth of 
a wagon and a ton of bay. The rail­
road folks could not show any scheme 
on his part aud was the loser in its 
suit A Jury also held that an en­
gineer who would slam bang into a 
load of bay in broad daylight should 
be held responsible, and Old John got 
about throe times the value of the 
property destroyed.

By and by when the pumpkin season 
had come old Mr. Rausome kindly 
permitted a passenger train to run into 
a wagonload of them—that is. his oxen 
stopped to rest when the wagon was 
halfway over the track. He was heard 
shouting at them at the top of his voice 
and seen to flourish his gad in an ex­
cited manner, but he was forced to es­
cape to save his own life. Pieces of 
those pumpkins were picked up miles 
away, and a week nfter the wagon 
was wrecked again, nnd one of the 
oxen was converted into fresh beef. 
Here was groundwork for another 
lawsuit, and the jury decided that a^v 
railroad that would strive to lessen the 
pumpkin crop ought to pay for it right 
smartly.

It is very probable that the old 
couple might have returned to the soft 
soap trick if  they had been given more 
time, but fate willed it otherwise. 
They were coming home from a call on 
a neighboring farm, and it was a 
gusty, rainy night. As they approach­
ed the crossing they saw the light of a 
locomotive approaching, but defiantly 
kept on their way and were struck nnd 
hurled into a field nnd both instantly 
killed. No one in Scoville was mean 
enough to say they were glad of it. but 
the B. and B. railroad saw its chance 
and moved quickly. Before it could be 
sued by the heirs it went into court 
against itself and was legally permit­
ted to settle the claim for $5,000.

They say that the ghosts of old Ran 
some and his w ife haunt the farm.

Hard to Tell.
“ I see your son is home from col­

lege, Mr. Jims. Is he developing 
well?”

“ Can’t hardly tell y e t He's only had 
his moving picture camera a week.”— 
Baltimore American.

Under New 
Management

THE "GREATER OREGON"
W ith new buildings, better equipment, and 

mnnr addition« to It* faculty, the University 
o f Oregon w ill begin Its forty-first year, Tues­
day, September IS, teie.

Special training I,. Commerce, Journalism, 
Architecture,Law, Medicine,Teaching. L ibra­
ry W ork, Music, Physical Training and Pine 
Arts. Large and strong departments of L iber­
al Education.

Library o f more than AS.OOO volumes, f i f ­
teen buildings fully ««n ipped, two splendid 
gymnasiums.

Tuition Pro«. Dormitories for men and for 
women. Expenses Lowest.

W rite for free catalogs, addressing Registrar

UNIVERSITY OF OREGON
EUGENE, OREGON

PROFESSIONAL CARDS
Tillamook Abetine* Company

Tnoa. C<m w .  Ptnwn 
oaarwrn eise on a h n m
or TiLuaMOOie c o p w t t * 

TILLAM OOK C ITY .

VMS»
ORBBON.

T.H.GOTNE,
ATTORNEY AT LAW

F. R. BEAU 

REAL ESTATE
Writ« for Literature. 

TILLAMOOK, ORWBON

Conveyaous&ch Etc.
Opp. Court Hoorn. Tillamook, Oca.

Tillamook Undertaking Co.
R. N. H ENKEL, Proprietor. 

Night and Day calls 
promptly attended.

Next Door to Jones-Ktiudson Furniture 
Store.

TILLAM OOK, - - OREGON

F  W. WILLIAM»
I  R ELIAB LE  HARNESS MAKER 
9 Hkrness aud Saddlery 
É Pullman Tiras and Tube«—Beit

•* on earth.
TffDmao ok, Oregon.

FRANK TAYLOR,
Notary Public

CloTerdalc, Ore.
_&!.__^J.1__ C

It pays to advertise in the Cloverdale Courier

The Todd Hotel
Tillamook, Ore.

L  S. HUSHBECK, Proprietor.

Dining Room run a« Family Style 
Meala 25c.

Rooms SO and 73 Gents, Special 
Rates by the Week.

Pacific Meat & Produce 
Co.

(R . D. Werechkul, Prop.)

Phone ord«ra filled. Deliveries 
made North and South.

Cash Paid lor Hides
Phone, Shop. 13-S-6. Raa. 6-C-2

Oregon Salem, Oregon 
Sept. 25-30 ine.

State 
Fair

A r e  Y o u  G o in é ?
A ll Trai ns Sto/) cut 
F A IR  G R O U N D S

L O W
R O U N D  T R I P  F A R B S

W ill he on sale  
fron t a ll sta tions  
in  Oregon
8 c p t . 21et-30th Ine.

The retarli lim it is 
O ct. 4th

Ask locai ageat fot fare», train «ervice, etc.

John M. icott, General Pasaenger Agent. 
Portland, Orefon.
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