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Setting a Detective to 
Catch a Detective.

By ETHEL HOLMES

They say a w om an c a n 't keep a se

cret. I can te s tify  to th e  fact th a t  one 

w om an I have know n could keep a 

secret so well th a t  sh e guided me, a 

d etectiv e w ith  a  re p u ta tio n  for sh rew d 

ness, to th e  detection o f the real crim  

inal, I having been se t ui>on her to 

expose her. And th is she did w ithout 

revealing  to m e th e  fa c t  th a t  she knew  

him  to be th e m an I should have beeu 

afte r.

One day 1 w as d irec ted  by my chief 

to call upon th e p re sid e n t of th e  T hird 

N ational bank. I d id  so. an d  he said

to  me:

“ Mr. W illiam s, w e h av e a w om an In 

our em plov w hom  w e suspect of em

bezzling o u r funds. T h e case Is a s in 

g u lar one, nud I m u st give it to you 

so fa r  ns it  h as a lread y  developed. 

T h ere  Is a m y stery  connected w ith  it  
w hich is v ery  puzzling.

"W e h ad  in o u r em ploy a m an whom  
w e esteem ed very highly. One day he 
failed  to tu rn  up a t th e  usual tim e fo r 
th e  d a y ’s w ork. H is w ife w as tele- ! 
phoned to know  if  he w as ill. She re- I

plied th a t  she w as ubout to telephone 
the b an k  for in fo rm atio n  concerning 
him. H e had n o t com e hom e th e day j 
before nor d u rin g  th e  n ig h t. She w as j 
terrib ly  w orried for fe a r th a t  some- j 
th ing  had happened to him .

“T h e person am ong o u r em ployees j 
w ho had last seen th e  m a n - W a lte r  j 
I’ixley said  th a t  IMxley had told him  | 
th a t lie w as going to  see a  m an w ho , 
owed him a h undred dollars. l ie  had j 
h u rried  aw ay  from  th e  bank to  catch  j 
his cred ito r a t  his office before th e j 
••lose of business hours. W e learned 
from  Mrs. P ixley th e  n am e of th e  
d eb to r an d  sen t a m an to him  fo r in
form ation concerning h er husband. 
T he p a rty  said th a t  P ix ley  h ad  visited 
his office in com pany w ith  a veiled w o 
m an, w ho had w a ited  for him  w ith- j 
o u t  T he m oney had been p aid  him , | 
an d  he had beeu seen to  go aw a y  w ith  ; 
the w om an.

“T his in fo rm atio n  com m unicated  to  
Mrs. P ixley  th re w  h er into h y sterics.

“T he n ex t ph ase o f th e case w as th e 
rep o rt of one of our bookkeepers th a t  
funds w ere m issing from  th e  bank. 
My in fo rm an t, Mr. C arter, told m e th a t  
he had suspected  Pixley for som e tim e, 
and as soon as P ix ley  d isap p eared  C ar
te r  had m ade an ex am in atio n  of cer
tain  books k ept by Pixley an d  had 
fallen upon proof th a t  he w as a d e
fau lter. C a rte r  is an  e x p e rt ac 
co u n tan t. I have a lw a y s  had g re a t 
fa ith  in him. He b ro u g h t m e h is proofs- 
of P ix ley 's guilt, w hich I exam ined, 
and, a lth o u g h  Pixley had been doing 
all he could to re n d er th e accounts 
confusing, C a rte r  convinced me th a t  he 
w as a d efau lter.

‘ Now I come to  th e  th ird  net of th e 
d ram a. Mrs Pixley, w ho had u ndoubt
edly beeu d eserted  by h er h u sb an d  for 
an o th er w om an, cam e to  me an d  beg
ged for som e em ploym ent in th e bank. 
She claim ed th a t as a g'.ri she had a t
tended a com m ercial college an d  had
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studied bookkeeping. 1 pitied her. and 
gave her the position m ade v acan t by 
her husband.

“T he end of my sto ry  any! th e point 
a t which I w ish you to tak e  it up is 
a report th is m orning from  C a rte r  th a t 
more fu n d s a re  being tak en  from  the 
bank and th a t  he su sp ects Mrs. Pixley 
of being the thief. You see from  w h a t 
1 have told you th a t th e e a s e ls  a very 
com plicated one. W hile I do n o t pro
pose to lay ou t aycourse of action  for 
you, I would suggest th a t  you w atch 
Mrs. Pixley T his of course you c a n 
not do in the bank. You can only do 
It outside of th e h an k .”

I confessed to the p resid en t th a t  th e  
m a tte r did look ra th e r puzzling. H ad  
Pixley not d eserted  his w ife for an o th 
er w om an I would have su sp ected  th a t  
Mr. an d  M rs. Pixley w ere in league to 
rob th e  bank. And yet, I’ixley h av in g  
done so, it did not seem  likely th a t  
Mrs. Pixley would w ork on th e sam e 
ground as  lie. I told the p re sid e n t th a t 
l w ould first find out som ething ab o u t 
Mrs. P ixley. W hen I had done th a t  I 
w ould proceed to th e next step  in th e  
prem ises.

I sen t a p a rty  to Mrs. P ix ley ’s home 
to sell h er som ething, to d raw  h er in to  
conversation  and to ask  her a t w b n t

in stitu tio n  she had stu d ied  bookkeep
ing. My em issary re tu rn ed  to m e w ith  
• lie Inform ation  th a t Mrs. Pixley had 
looked at th e q u estio n er concerned, lint 
had given the M erton b u sin ess college 
us th e place w here she had received 
Instruction. I a t  once w ent to th e 
M erton college and asked to see a rec
ord of th e  stu d en ts. T h e m aiden nam e 
of Mrs. IMxley did not ap p e ar as h av 
ing been n pupil there, anil Mr. M erton 
declared th at a t  th e tim e M rs. Pixley 
claimed to have been th ere  ho did not 
receive women stu d en ts.

So fa r so good. I had nailed Mrs. 
Pixley in a lie. T his tended to confirm  
me In considering h er as guilty  But 
w hy she should steal from  the sam e 
hank ns her hush ap d  w as a puzzle. 
T he only reason I conl,l th ink  of w as 
th a t she wns enabled th ro u g h  sy m p a
thy to secure a place there, w hich she 
could not di> elsew here.

A nother complh utlnn bothered me. 
Mrs. Pixley wns reported by her fellow 
employees to bo a p re tty  good book
keeper. She m ust have .received som e

(C oncluded on last p ag e.)

W hen in Tillam ook an d  you w ant a 
good meal a t a m ost reasonable price 
call at M. O leson’s in th e  R am sey Hotel 
dining room.

FIRE! FIRE!
TROUBLES ON YOUR BRAIN 

can be speedily done away with 
if you will but take the precau
tion to protect yourself against 
catastrophes. A few dollars will 
assure you of your home, or a 
fitting substitute, for a fire in 
surance policy is a resurrector 
from the possible wreck you may become enmeshed in any day. Take our advice. Gel out a fire insurance policy com- meusurate with your holdings.
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