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The Old Showman

He Tells How He Invented a
New Animal
By M. QUAD

Copyright, 1916, by the McClure
Newspaper Syndicate.

‘Gentlemen.” began the old showman
as hls little crowd of admirers assem
bled to listen to his tale, **did any of
hear of an animal called a

guyasticutus 7’

you ever

“There never was such an animal,”
“There is such a word as
guyasticutus, but it is a slang word.
When you call a man a guyasticutus

replied one

you express your contempt for him."”

“My friends, you are wrong. and 1
shall take great pleasure in convincing
the fact 1 can’t say that such
an animal exists now, but he surely did
forty years ago, for |
myself."

“Glve us the yvarn!™
from every one.

“Well, I was head keeper of the me
nagerie travellng with the circus We
had started out of winter quarters with
five hyenas in the «age, but four of
them had gone dead on us. 1 gness it
wias pneumonia that earried them off
The one left was an old he hyena, and

you of

invetited bhim

was calledg out

he could stand any sort of weather and

take the bumps of the country high
ways, Hewever, after his companions
had departed this 1ife we saw a change
in him. He didn't fall gick. but he got
lonesome and sulky.

“There were daily complaints that
our hyena was a fraud, and I was
wonderlng what we could do about It
when the boss came to me one day
and sald:

*“*George, that old hyena 1s making
trouble for us. What's the matter
with him anyhow?
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guess he

I'IJ.'L. 1 I'('i"“l'l!.

‘But he can't be anything else, can
he?

‘Why, we

is tirea or veing a hy

can't mnke a bird of him,

but maybe I can make some other anl- |

mal of him.’

**Then do it, man.’

“1 changed the hyena's food a dozen |

times and gave him whisky to lap
Instead of water,” said the old show-
man, “but it didn't fmprove him any,
and I set myself to wonder how 1
could make him over. The bright idea
came to me at last, and one Sunday,
when we had a lazy day of it, I bought
various paiots and There
was a farmer's hired man hanging
around the show. Ile ha:d deserted the
plow for the romance of the clrcus.
He had offered to work for £ a week
and his board, but I had no room for
him. When I got the idea of making
the hyena over 1 heckoned to this chap
and sald:

‘*Joshaway, I will give you £5 a
week and your board if you will do
what I want you to do. It concerns
the old hyena In the cage over there.
I want to make a guyasticutus of
him.'

“Joshaway promised, and the first
thing to do was to tie the old hyena
up. We got ropes and straps around
his legs and a muozzle his nose,
and then went to work with the paints.
He didn't give us much trouble; he
was too lonesome and homesick for
thatt We gave him bright green ears;
we gave him a bright red nose and
red eyebrows; we spotted his body
here and there with green, red, blue,
yellow and black paints. We put a
dozen rings around his tall, and we
palnted his legs one color and his feet
another. Say, boys, when we got
through with that hyena we had to sit
back and roar with laughter..

“We had a special cage made for

brushoes.

over

him and gave It such a position that
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give vou the same satisfaction.

[t saves you time, and TIME

{| of the year,

| SECURITY AND

only the

be seen

Behind it on a chalr was
Joshaway, the young man who was
looking for romance. He did all the
talking, but it seemed to come from the
guyasticutus. Joshaway had a volee
like the filing of a saw, and his talk
was a great success. The anitmal In

{ front of him went on with a long rig-

marole as to his forest home in Ilon-
duras and what he did there.
“The fatal day did not arrive until

two years and a half. I renewed the
paint on him every other Sunday and |
saw to it that he bad the cholcest kind
of food."”

“But what about the fatal day?"* was
queried.

“Oh, yes. nhout that fatal day,”™ re-
plied the old showman. “Well, it came |
about in this way., That young man
Joshaway undesrtook to eat an apple
while he was giving his talk, and the
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| smashed and its occupant
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front with its fron bars could | ha1r a dozen men selzed Joshaway by

the neck or somewhere else nas he still
choked and sputtered over the seeds
and brought him out for the crowd to
plck on. In just one minute It was
plain that the public had been swin-
dled for years. They had had a guyas.

|li(utu'i instend of a hyena and had

| dcuble their money's worth, but they
wanted their revenge, and they took it
The cage was kicked about until it was
was killed,
and they stepped on Joshaway and
poked and pounded him until he would
never again feel romantic, and the fight
spread until something like a thousand
men and women were engacged In (it
We had to stop the clreus performance
and pack up and wove on, nnd we had
to go for a full hundred miles before
we heard the last of our scheme to

outdo natural histcey.™

seed of the fruit j.,HT into his lllrnltlFRANK TAYLOR

and stuck there. 1le had to choke and
cough and .-qml::‘r. nnd the fact that
there was a man somewhere hidden be-
hind the guyasticutus could not be
concealed. There were shouts of ex-
citement and derision and calls for an
Investigation. Half a dozen men press-
ed forward and selzed the eage and
pulled it off its benches. That same

Notary Public
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