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Sympathy
By ESTHER VANDEVEER

W hen the  Spanish-A m erlcan w ar 
broke ou t Ila lpb  uml E dgar Tow nseud, 
brothers, en listed  in the  sam e regi
m ent of sharpshoo ters and  w ere a s 
signed to  the  sam e com pany. One day 
they w ere  out on the  picket line snip
ing for the Spaniards. T h eir posi
tion w as behind a stone wall, its  con
tinu ity  broken here and there. Ralph 
w as on one side of a gap, w hile E d
g a r w as on the o th er side, th e  opening 
betw een them  being eigh t or ten  yards.

E d g ar concluded to m ake a  dash  to  
Join his brother. H e hud passed  safe
ly over all but a couple of y a rd s  of the 
d is tan ce  when Ralph saw  a Spanish 
sharpshoo ter tak in g  aim  a t  his brother. 
Ralph had ju s t  em ptied his piece or 
he would have sho t the  Spaniard . As 
it was. he sp ran g  betw een him  and 
E dgar and  deceived a shot which, 
g razing  th e  spine, paralyzed his lower 
limbs. He w as d ischarged from  the 
service and  sent home, w here he sub
m itted  to  an  operation th a t p a r tly  re
stored Ills locomotive [lowers, but he 
w as in  u m easure crippled fo r life.

As soon as the  w ar w as over E dgar 
T ow nseud  rejoined his brother, resolv
ing to devote the rest of his life to 
him. Ralph w as tw en ty  years old, 
E dgar tw enty-tw o. Ralph would not 
adm it th a t he was crippled and was 
very sensitive at the m entlou of his 
being so. As for E d g ar m aking  any 
change w ha tever in his life’s p lans on 
his account he would not hear of it, 
nor did R alph seem to realize th a t he 
had sacrificed him self for his brother. 
He considered what he had done sim 
ply tn the line of his du ty  us a sol
dier. Edgar, on the  con trary , was im
pressed w ith  th e  idea th a t his b ro ther 
had tak en  a burden which he should 
have borne him self

N evertheless as soon as E dgar saw  
th a t R alph was averse  to such an iu- 
te rp re ta tio n  of the s ta tu s  between 
them , he refrained  from  nuy mention 
of it. and  w herever it was possible to 
conceal any sacrifice he m ade for his 
b ro ther he did so. He soon cam e to 
study ing  R alph 's wishes, and w herever 
they conflicted w ith his own. m ade pre
tense th a t w hat Ralph w anted  was dis
tas te fu l to  him

T hen cam e Edith P ayne Into the 
lives o f th e  brothers. She was sym pa
thetic  w ith  Ralph, but her h ea rt went 
out to E dgar. T he one she loved ns 
one who needed her. the o ther she 
loved a s  one she needed. Edgar, notic
ing th a t his b ro ther was daily grow 
ing m ore dejiem lent on her. refrained  
from paying her any m arked a tte n 
tion.

As tim e w ent on E dgar perceived 
th a t E dith  was grow ing  to be a neces
sity  to Ralph. Moreover, he noticed 
th a t while Edith  w as devoted to  Ralph, 
there  w ere ind ications th a t her heart 
was se ttin g  tow ard  him self. One day 
when he and E dith  w ere speaking of 
Ralph E dgar said to her.

"I feel it my d u ty  to say to  you, 
Edith , th a t  I have seen w hat perhaps 
has [Kissed unnoticed by you. Ralph 
loves you.”

T he girl paled, and  she had cause to 
pale. She loved E dgar and she knew 
th u t while his b ro ther held th is view, 
E dgar w as lost to  her. He would nev
er s tand  betw ecu his b ro ther and her.

"I hope.” she said presently, “th a t

E dith  sighed. She knew  th a t the  
m au she loved was endeavoring  to  
persuade h er to  give herself to  th e  m au 
she only pitied. But she sa id  no th ing  
more. She knew w h a t E dgar w ould 
have her do. She did  not know  his 
feelings tow ard  her, b u t she surm ised  
th a t he had no desire to  possess her 
himself. Even if he had he would 
give h er up to his brother.

Soon a f te r  th is b rief dialogue E d g ar 
went aw ay for a tim e, leaving E dith  
and R alph together. Before his de
p artu re  he said to Edith , “ I hope w hen 
I return  to find th a t you have decided 

1 to m ake R alph happy.”
It was thus th a t E d ith  w as led to 

i bear a p a rt of the burden of the  m an 
she loved by giving berself to the  mnn 
she did not love. She considered w ha t 
he had said to her a com m and, and  

| she would no t disobey. W hen E d g ar 
returned she told him th a t  she and  
Ralph w ere engaged.

She looked E dgar In the  eye w hen 
she made the  announcem ent, hoping to 
see him wince. If  it w as a shock to 
him he concealed It so well th a t  she 
was deceived. From  th a t tim e she 
ifave herself up more and more to 
Ralph's com panionship, and w hen th e  
wedding day  cam e w ent w ith  him  to 
the a lta r  a m artyr.

Then E dgar, feeling th a t  his b ro ther 
no longei needed him as before, spen t 
much of his tim e aw ay  from  him. 
Some said he did not dare  tru s t  him 
self near his b ro ther’s wife.

As the years sped on Ralph T ow n
send grew m ore and  more helpless, his 
wife more and more devoted to him. 
Ten vears a f te r  his m arriage he died. 
Those who knew of th e  sacrifice th a t  
had been m ade supposed th a t E d ith  
and E dgar would quickly come togeth 
er. They have been disappointed. 
Four years n fte r E dith  becam e a w id
ow she and E dgar had not m arried. I t 
is said th a t site illu stra tes E d g ar’s 
words to her years before. “O ur a tte n 
tions to those dependent upon us often  
draw  ns to them  w ith fa r g rea te r force 
than we realize.”

E dgar Is still n bnchelor

you a re  m istaken ."
"A nd I ho[>e.” said Edgar, “if  you 

th ink you cannot respond, th a t  you are  
m istaken. O ur a tten tio n s to those de- 
Istudent uj hat ns often  drnw  us to them  
w ith fa r  g rea te r force th an  we realize.”
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