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During the regency of
Orleans the wealthiest nobles owned
different parts of France
moral of these lived in
chateuns, for proili
te could not endure to live
m Iin (aris, where the intrigning
| debanchery were golng on. Among
we who preflerred the virtue of rural
fe was the young Marguis Gaston de
who. though a soldier of ac-
: Enowledged bravery, had a mind capa-
of foreseeing the ruin the regent,
ae princes of the blood and the nobil
were bringing upon France.
the marquis obliged
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occaslonally to go to Paris either at the

call of the regent or on account of
some dnty connected with his station
as A peer of the realm. One day on
the street on which stands what was
then the palace of the Louvre he
passed a young lady riding in her
“chalr,” the very sight of whom deeply
Impressed him. She was not only

beautiful, but a natural purity showed
itself in every line of her countenance.
This was the more noticeable, for at
that time the women of the court were
as bad as the and the lives they
led were discernible in their features.
The ma rquis followed the young lady

men

with his eves, and when he saw her
carried Into the palace he heaved a
sigh, for he did not belleve that any
woman could enter that royval abode
and be good. Her entrance there. how-
ever, proved that she was a lady of
rank. -

The marauis® duty to the soverelgn
later called him to the court, and he
saw there the lads i he had met
in her ‘*chair” Hauring over her
was a famons but torious duke, the
most pronounced and successful beau
of that period. He was n very wenlthy
man, llllll hl‘ Wils 1RO T!ll' most accom-
plished villain of hiz day. Three times
bhe’ had been In the Buastille. the third
time for having attempted to betray

France

Another sigh marked the marquis'
discovery that the girl who had made
such an lmpression on him was prol-
ubly falllng into the hands of this no-
torious  villain Leaving the palnce
without even inquiring the name or
rank of the youn idy, M. Requette
returned to his estiate nnd., shntting
himself up in his chateau, endeavored
to banish her image, which had haunt
et him since the first moment he had

seen her

I'hls was not possible. To the young
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impre 48 are very strong ! Thinkiag again that he had been mis-

it it was o that pave face that had | aken, he was about to turn away when
taken hold of him he did not know. |t € urred to hlm to try the knob :‘nf'
vhat he dld know was that she was l‘.in‘ door at the main entrance. To [.llr-i
member of a profligate court, that he wprise, the dvor was not locked. En-
had seen its most notorfous rake hang- | tering the church, he found no one, but

h a erack in a door leading from
to u room used by the

Lhiroug
chancel

ng over her, and he did not doubt that |

Lhe

sooner or later she would o down un- | | ] A, o 8 St
ler the influences which surrounded |'~"_i'"‘t ang ncolytes "‘."""} TRy OF. Biike
hor | What could it mean? I'he pastor of
xanston de “lu{lilvill' remained on his !:']Itl charch w -'iri i““ “Il,! “;”I“.I.]tI I“l h‘!-lhll-l't‘
estate for a month without returning | be "'r""‘“:": “I““'\_l i ::” o=
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there for another glimpse of the face matter that was being observe
a1l The marquis was about to walk to-
that bad enthralled him. but he be-| = he @oos Slicouats Whieh (e Akt
Heved that in yelding to the tempta- | Word the door through which the ligh

qume when it opened and balf a dozen
out the apartment.
['I‘Ilu»)' bore lights, but so dim were they

tlon he wonld only bring upon himself
greater pain.  So he devoted himself
to the ecare of his estate and to his ten-
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ants, He endeavored to occupy him- [ that De Roquette could not distinguish
- 5 ] e of 3 wver ! e af
selt with his books, but this was im- .U“' SNCER "..”“ several members of
the purty I'here were a priest who ¢

possible, for, whatever he did, his mind

was upon that pure belng, growing like | was unknown to him, two men and

0 WOLIEe ide » persons of rank
a flower in the midst of polsonous | two wouwen, evidently persons ol .l ki,
weeds nand the last two to euter the chareh
eed: . .
Whether it was that the young mar- | VT u.m.-nls andd :'nl \\--;..rn:. 1-* 1”;:: Itiu-;
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quis was a poor sleeper or that Cupid woman's I'T{ " . i:: o \ 'l
couple were ubo 0 be war-
was keeping him awake, he went to | that the ' v "'_"f : B e
bed late and at times when unable to [ *ue | ‘ITK\I s 11‘1" 1” "I'I ]'”'l
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shiped and about which thelr I'n.'(-f:l-ft’l"l" e ftly forward
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the bones of the De Roguettes incased |boplug to & . &) ll Wy o 1 "
lor the fac o | fAces, but before he reached a polnt of
in sepulchers or under the flags, the ad) . s Th
sepulchers supporting marble figures of | vanl NPT - ST ‘”:l. g _l_h'l‘ )
the depnrted, while here and there priest faced him, and he h-‘.n: -llr"Itlll "
were the arms the men had borne In that ; . not | g I' .
war I._i“_; i I'o the marguis’ astonishiment
: y recoguized In a priest's garb a
Gaston de HRoquette often strolled |be 1 -1 a ;‘ g ! rl ’ 1
" yvort ¢ fellow « ik Il U DOTrLoO,
ibout during his midnight walks in the | I saveral ¢ | Il. \
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churchyard, but had never eared to wa . Fredh - . ok
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egater the ehureh st nlght when It was ' that : { flads
A 1 Lthn BOmMe pledce O vimainy
leserted One nlght hen troubled : : i | . ey
L : . T e e W perpetrated, De Roquette
with sleeplessness he W strolllng in - rd resting on
. HOUs SWor festing I
the grounds nenr the wenn when, | 5 . e By
] ing toward tl hurch. | vw qa |the tomb of one of his ancestors and,
s ICINE TOWHTY e enu I e S
= ‘}‘ Ay s tructure. | PUShIng forward till he stood directly
,..L _” R R fe g be l the dding party, eried out:
Fhinking that he had seen a Aretly, he “y ¢ (" '1 b s 1y ¥
W 11 yny., when he saw the . "*:
" 1I.'-1 tur . -i ] Bkl (1 i" The false priest | Wikl up from na
=F I" I r ¢ 1-.:; . 1.‘ “;' beaok he held in his hand, and the oth
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for surely soms i VAS mMoOoving a
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igtin, By - B Al s - |groom was the profilzate duke. while
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