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W
hen the Army Corps of Engi-
neers issued a permit for 
water work in September for 

the school district’s campus construc-
tion in the Southeast Hills, offi cials 
and construction crews issued a collec-
tive sigh.

With labor, equipment and a sched-
ule all but written in stone, the Army 
Corps OK was the trigger for a full 
push to meet the fall 2020 opening 
date for students at the new campus.

Pristine water comes down from 
the hills past the campus and into the 
Neawanna River.

While the Department of State 
Lands deemed wetland impacts as 
“minimal ... to intermittent, non-fi sh 
bearing headwater streams,” in a sep-
arate approval delivered in early July, 
the Corps did not sign off on the plan, 
sending the school district back to 
the drawing board. The school dis-
trict’s fi rst application proposed per-
manent placement of soil, concrete and 
stone within a wetland and more than 
2,000 linear feet of stream “considered 
essential fi sh habitat.”

Corps engineers failed to sign 
off on the application, pressing the 
school district to come up with another 
solution.

To meet Corps concerns, the district 
“swapped” an equal amount of stream 
area off-site.

The Corps signed off on the plan in 
mid-September.

That was two days after the dead-
line for water work — sending the dis-
trict into a “wait until next year” mode.

The permit came in two days after 
the in-water work deadline, so drain-
age work won’t take place until next 
summer.

Because of the delay, in-water right 
now, pushing the window to summer 
2019, Project Manager Jim Henry said. 
“This is going to be a busy site.”

What’s in the permit?
Known by the weighty title “Com-

pensatory Stream Wetland Mitigation 
Plan,” the document — acquired by 
the Signal after a freedom of informa-
tion request — details how the district 
will work with the federal government 
to satisfy Corps requirements.

It may not be the most enticing 
opening, but it’s worth about $100 mil-
lion to the school district and its tax-
payers: “You are authorized to perform 
work in accordance with the terms and 
conditions specifi ed below.”

What follows is about 200 pages of 
NWP-2018-142, the joint permit appli-
cation familiarly known as “the JPA,” 
with enough information to fi ll a cou-
ple college textbooks.

According to the permit application, 
the school district’s mitigation plan 
uses a “combination of on-site, in-kind 
and off-site, out-of-kind compensatory 
mitigation to offset project impacts.”

Mitigation work at Seaside Heights 
will take place east and northeast of 
the Heights parking lot where a small 
ditch is being improved and widened 
with appropriate wetlands plantings.

North of the proposed sports fi elds 
is a stormwater management system 
to handle the drains under the sports 
fi eld improvement area, channeling it 

through a sediment and settling swale 
before allowing the stormwater to run 
off into the China Creek tributary.

The system is designed to drain 
about the same area of ground at a 
level of turbidity at least 90 percent as 
clean as water historically drained to 
the tributary prior to the work.

Off-site measures include an envi-
ronmental easement on property 
behind the district bus barn on U.S. 
Highway 101 near the Neawanna 
River, undeveloped property behind 
the district’s bus garage.

A little more than a quarter-acre will 
be protected by deed restriction to pro-
tect river habitat behind the bus barn 
on Neawanna Road.

Areas with knotweed and other 
invasive species that will be removed 
and deeded as a conservation area in 
perpetuity. “We’re not doing any work 
that would be on the tidal area,” he 
said. “We’ll be working from the top 
of the bank inward.”

In September, the Corps approved 
the district’s mitigation proposal, a 
combination of stream enhancement at 
the Coho and China creeks — which 
feed into the Neawanna River — and 
wetlands protections to meet regula-
tory concerns.

There was “signifi cant coordina-
tion” with the Corps to determine this 
site was appropriate and met their cri-
teria, Henry said.

To complete the work for the Corps, 
the district will need a survey for the 
easement agreement, an invasive spe-
cies removal plan, approved species 
planting plan and erosion control plan 
to have in place while the work is 
being done, Henry said.

The district will document precip-
itation and photographs of the outfall 
areas to present to the Corps and the 
Department of State Lands and Oregon 
Department of Fish and Wildlife.

What’s ahead
Hoffman Construction will imple-

ment the mitigation work, both on-site 
and off-site.

According to the construction plan, 
the contractor will install erosion con-
trol measures to protect drainages 
and start demolition, including stump 
removal and clearing.

Once the base rough grading is 
complete, the contractor will begin site 

grading to construct the access road-
way and water quality improvements. 
Standard erosion control measures 
will be in place to protect the adjacent 
waterways.

Plantings will be installed through 
March, including bulbs, trees, shrubs 
and temporary irrigation. Construction 
teams have already applied to

Meanwhile, at the state level, the 
Department of State Lands — which 
also monitors water and runoff — is in 
the middle of rules changes regarding 
their mitigation policy. These changes 
could reduce confl icts in fi ndings when 
reviewed by multiple agencies.

While the Corps and Depart-
ment of State Lands have indepen-
dent authority in Oregon with distinct 
decision-making and rule-making pro-
cesses, both agencies coordinate to 
help ensure a “timely and transparent 
overall regulatory process,” according 
to the department’s Hansen.

“The proposed rules refl ect many 
years of coordination between DSL 
and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
and the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency to better align state require-
ments with the federal mitigation rule 
adopted in 2008,” she said.

Revised state rules will not take 
effect until Feb. 1 at the earliest; the 
district’s new plan is not subject to 
re-review by the state, Hansen said. 
Permits issued prior to this date, or 
complete applications received prior 
to this date, are not subject to the new 
rules.

Up next, a status report must be 
submitted to the Army Corps by Dec. 
15 and mitigation monitoring plan sub-
mitted within a year.

Monitoring reports will submitted 
every year for fi ve years, ending Sept. 
19, 2023.

“It’s important we open the school 
and be ready to move in 2020,” Henry 
said.

The school district’s mitigation plan 
also contains plans for a seven-year 
site monitoring plan, to be funded by 
$10,000 annual from the district’s cap-
ital projects fund.

That will be 2024, when the district 
hopes to celebrate the class of 2024, 
the fi rst students to attend four full 
years at the new campus.

One swale and a wetland 
to be named later

By Jim Van Nostrand
The Daily Astorian

T
he Daily Astorian and its sister 
newspapers on the North Coast 
will launch new websites Tuesday.

This includes the Cannon Beach 
Gazette, Seaside Signal, and Coast River 
Business Journal. The new Chinook 
Observer website launched two weeks 
ago.

What is changing? For starters, the 
websites will load much faster. Slow 
load times have been a constant frustra-
tion for both our readers and our staff for 
a long time now. We think you will be 
very pleased with the difference.

The websites will also look very dif-
ferent. It’s a fresher, cleaner viewing 
platform for news. All the content is cus-
tomized for optimal display on smart-
phones and tablets, as well as desktop 
computers. And the visual presenta-
tion of photos and video is much more 
eye-popping.

On the back end, our reporters and 
editors will have more tools at their dis-
posal to deliver news more quickly and 
present it in new ways. Reporters, for 
example, will be able to post break-
ing stories, photos and video from their 
smartphones directly online when the 
occasion demands.

There are usually some glitches when 
media companies transfer their web-
sites to new hosts, and this move is no 
different.

The most noticeable will be that most 
old links to stories won’t work any-
more. The stories will still be there, just 
with different addresses. We’ve imported 
archives going back over a decade. 
There’s a robust search engine to fi nd 
them again.

The other is a new commenting sys-
tem. Old comments will no longer 
appear, and readers wishing to comment 
on stories will need to create new logins.

What won’t change is our commit-
ment to provide the most comprehensive 
local news about the North Coast avail-
able anywhere, both online and in print. 
This new system is simply a means to 
that end.

We welcome your feedback as you 
kick the tires. Send your thoughts to edi-
tor@dailyastorian.com.

Gazette 
website 
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Views from the Rock

CANNON BEACH GAZETTE
The Cannon Beach Gazette is 
published every other week 
by EO Media Group.

1555 N. Roosevelt, Seaside, 
Oregon 97138

503-738-5561 • 
Fax 503-738-9285

CannonBeachgazette.com • 
email: 
editor@cannonbeachgazette.com

SUBSCRIPTION RATES:
Annually: $40.50 in county, 
$58.00 in and out of county.

Postage Paid at: Cannon Beach, 
OR 97110

POSTMASTER:
Send address changes to Cannon 
Beach Gazette, P.O. Box 210, 
Astoria, OR 97103

Copyright 2018 © Cannon Beach 
Gazette. Nothing can be reprinted 
or copied without consent of 
the owners.

Publisher
Kari Borgen

Editor
R.J. Marx

Circulation  
Manager
Jeremy Feldman

Production 
Manager
John D. Bruijn

Advertising Sales
Holly Larkins

Classifi ed Sales
Danielle Fisher

Staff  writer
Brenna Visser

Contributing 
writers
Katherine Lacaze
Eve Marx
Nancy McCarthy

THE NATIONAL AWARD-WINNING

LETTERS

Crane lifts rebar 
and other material 

onto the site.

R.J. Marx 

School district campus construction oversight committee members inspect 
the campus building site on Dec. 11.

Student seeks 
Oregon memorabilia, 
information

I am a student at Cascade Christian 
Schools, and I am writing a report on 
the state of Oregon. We are responsible 
for gathering as much information as we 
can about our state. If any of your read-
ers would like to help me by sending any 
pictures, postcards, used license plates, 
facts, products, etc., from your state, it 
would be greatly appreciated.

Thank you very much.
Yours truly,
Kaylyn, Fifth-grader, 
Cascade Christian School
601 Ninth Ave. SE
Puyallup, WA 98372

TUESDAY, Dec. 18
Cannon Beach Public Works Committee, 

9 a.m., City Hall, 163 E. Gower St.
THURSDAY, Dec. 20
Parks and Community Services Commit-

tee, 9 a.m., City Hall, 163 E. Gower St.
Cannon Beach Design Review Board 

Meeting, 6 p.m., City Hall, 163 E. Gower St.
THURSDAY, Dec. 27
Cannon Beach Planning Commission, 

6 p.m., City Hall, 163 E. Gower St.
TUESDAY, Jan. 8
Cannon Beach City Council, 5:30 p.m., 

City Hall, 163 E. Gower St.
TUESDAY, Jan. 15
Seaside School District Board of Direc-

tors, 6 p.m., 1801 S. Franklin.
Cannon Beach City Council, 5:30 p.m., 

work session, City Hall, 163 E. Gower St.
MONDAY, Jan. 21
Ecola Creek Watershed Council, 4:30 p.m., 

City Hall, 163 E. Gower St.

MEETINGS

CANNON SHOTS
R.J. MARX

School district campus construction oversight committee members inspect 

Permit sets
the clock


