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Candidates talk rentals, rabbits in Cannon Beach

Issues debated
at election
forum

By Brenna Visser
Cannon Beach Gazette

Candidates for City Coun-
cil generally share a common
vision: preserve the character
and charm of Cannon Beach.

But when asked at an elec-
tion forum Thursday, Oct. 4,
about how they would manage
key issues which define that
character — vacation rentals,
parking and how to contain a
growing bunny population —
their views diverged.

City Councilor Mike
Benefield, Greg Swedenborg,
a hotelier and Cannon Beach
Chamber of Commerce board
president, and Robin Risley,
a real estate agent and plan-
ning commissioner, are vying
for two seats on the council
in November. Mayor Sam
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City Council candidates Mike Benefield, Robin Risley and
Greg Swedenborg speak at an election forum in Cannon

Beach.

Steidel is running for his seat
unopposed.

They were joined by state
House District 32 candidates
Tiffiny Mitchell, a Democrat,
and Brian Halvorsen, an Inde-
pendent. Republican Vineeta
Lower was invited but did not

attend. The forum was spon-
sored by The Daily Astorian.
On some issues, like the
bunny infestation frustrating
neighbors in Tolovana, candi-
dates were equally stumped.
“But 1 think the problem
lies in the eye of the behold-

er,” Benefield said. “You ei-
ther love them or hate them.”

But on others, like regu-
lating vacation rentals, the
candidates disagreed on ap-
proaches.

Benefield advocated for a
proposal about to go before
the Planning Commission that
would eliminate the five-year
rental permit that allows some
homeowners nightly rentals.

“It’s putting a commer-
cial business in a residential
neighborhood,” he said.

Risley instead felt the city
should do more to crack down
on illegal rentals, which she
believes will happen once the
city hires a code enforcement
officer.

Swedenborg,  however,
feels the number of rentals
registered with the city is fair.
Only about 30 homes have the
five-year unlimited permit,
and the revenue generated
from those rentals benefits the
city significantly, he said. In-

stead, he would propose rais-
ing the annual fee for the per-
mit from $350 to $3,000 and
suggest using the revenue to
fund more affordable housing
solutions.

“These  houses we’re
talking about are designed to
be rentals. We can’t turn back
the clock on that,” Sweden-
borg said.

Candidates also differed
on how they would address
parking during the city’s peak
tourism season.

“A flashing sign that says
we’re full?” Benefield joked.
“Unfortunately we’re a beau-
tiful place, and the rest of the
world is finding out. ['m not
sure what to do about that.”

Benefield supports creat-
ing a shuttle system between
town and the U.S. Highway
26 junction, as well as parking
at South Wind. Risley leaned
more toward creating a com-
mittee to study the issue, as
well as leveraging underuti-

lized parking lots at busi-
nesses like the Cannon Beach
Community Church or banks
while they are closed.

Swedenborg said he wasn’t
sure of the solution, but advo-
cated for paid parking in city-
owned parking lots. By his
estimates, the three lots could
raise about $500,000 a year
to fund whatever option the
council decides.

Mitchell and Halvorsen
also chimed in about the im-
pact of tourism in the region,
saying each would work on
the state level to rework the
way lodging tax revenue gets
distributed to cities.

“A lot of people already
know we’re here,” Mitchell
said. “So let’s cut back a lit-
tle on promotion and reinvest
in things like our roads, our
schools ... which would not
only be a benefit to the com-
munities, but would ease the
tax burden on those who live
here.”

Officials may request a bond measure to make City Hall repairs

City Hall from Page 1A

Issues surrounding City Hall
have been documented for more
than a decade.

Multiple renovation plans
to fix problems with air ven-
tilation and structural defects
have been drawn up, but
shelved due to high costs and
lack of feasibility.

Conversations about re-
placing City Hall resurfaced
at the urging of City Manag-
er Bruce St. Denis, who has
concerns about the building in
a tsunami or earthquake. The
building would be vulnerable
to a minor seismic event or a
medium-to-large sized tsuna-
mi, St. Denis said.

Making the building re-
sistant to a major earthquake
would be a priority no matter
which location is chosen. But
some, like City Councilor
George Vetter, see placing the
new City Hall at South Wind
as the gateway to finally devel-
oping the property that has sat
vacant since 2013.

Higher costs associated
with developing South Wind,
such as buying highway ac-
cess and installing new utilities
from scratch, could be offset
by selling the land on where
City Hall sits on Gower, Vetter
argues — land that could be
priced at a premium given its
proximity to Hemlock Street.

Installing utilities for a City
Hall at South Wind could be
the catalyst for other devel-
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Damage can be seen to the foundation of the City Hall building in Cannon Beach.

opment, such as a new school
building, he said.

“I think if we keep (City
Hall) here, we are abandoning
the South Wind site,” Vetter
said. “The City Council needs
to take the lead to go up there.
I don’t see how we could get
a bond measure here and then
get another for development
at South Wind. We’re turning
our backs on South Wind if we
don’t take this opportunity.”

St. Denis said he under-

stood Vetter’s argument, but
cautioned that no matter the
location, a City Hall serving a
town the size of Cannon Beach
will never be big enough to be
considered a long-term shelter
after a disaster.

“I don’t want to give the
impression to people that they
can go there and stay there for
two weeks,” St. Denis said.

Others, like City Council-
or Mike Benefield and Mayor
Sam Steidel, believe there’s an
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inherent value in keeping City
Hall in the heart of town. Most

of the structural issues could
be addressed at the existing
location for the majority of
seismic and tsunami events,
they believe.

“What we do needs to
be accessible to the public,”
Steidel said. “It’s important
to town character to have City
Hall at the center.”

Benefield also fears mov-
ing City Hall to South Wind
had the possibility of being “an
uneconomic decision made
Jjust because we happen to own
the land.”

Steidel is asking the archi-
tecture firm to study a third
option — placing the police
station at South Wind. Critical
supplies and services could be
stored and conducted while
keeping City Hall accessible
in town.

“Having police up there fits
better for what we purchased
the 55 acres for,” Steidel said.

No decisions will be made
until after the City Council re-
ceives SRG’s price estimates
for each scenario. A public
comment period will be open
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ABOVE IT ALL
38425 18th St., Manzanita

This comfortable, expansive home welcumes you, your friends,
and your family with master suites, massive windows, and
spacious open spaces. Unwind on one of the decks or relax

in one of the family rooms in front of the slate fireplace. This
house has it all and then some and offers views of the ocean,

coastline, mountains, and bay.
CMLS#18-1428 $489,900

Kate Merrill 503-739-2324

LOOKING FOR AN INVESTMEN
132 Surfcrest D-2, Cannon Beach

Elegant and cozy craftsman style townhouse, fully furnished
with gourmet kitchen, two fireplaces, close to the beach,
restaurant, bakery and markets. The Lodges allow nightly rent-
als with excellent management by the Inn at Cannon Beach.
CMLS#17-1686 $579,000
Karen Meili 503-440-5806

GREAT LOCATION!

160 E. Siuslaw St. #3, Cannon Beach
3 Bedroom, 3 Bathroom condo with 3 fireplaces and a carport.
Zoned to allow nightly Vacation Rental, no special permit needed
-- 0r use as your private get-away. New carpet & vinyl. Comes
completely furnished “turn-key” with Washer & Dryer too.
CMLS#16-1644 $268,000

Dana Weston 503-738-2839

Craig Weston 503-738-2838

NEW INVESTMENT

LODGES AT CANNON BEACH
132 E Surfcrest Ave., Cannon Beach
The Lodges allow nightly rentals with excellent man-
agement. Fully furnished 2 BR 2 BA townhouse with
gourmet kitchen & fireplaces. 1/12 share factional
ownership. Call for pricing.
CMLS#18-1002  Starting at $75,000
Steve Crane 503-440-6310

CANNON BEACH OFFICE
255 N. Hemlock, Ste. B1
Gannon Beach, OR 97110
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WINDERMERE’S ANNUAL
COAT & BLANKET DRIVE
HELP SPREAD THE WORD
SHARE THE WARMTH
by bringing in new and gently
used kids, teens, and adult sized
coats as well as any
size blankets.

| EXTRAORDINARY ARCHITECHURAL GEM
715 Oak St., Cannon Beach

Located steps away from Chapman Point, the most stunning

beach in the most desirable beach community, this superb

ocean view home was designed and built by the best artisans

with the finest materials. It is also steps away from the trails of

beautiful Ecola State Park.

CMLS#18-664 $1,599,999
Tina Chapman 503-440-9957

NEW PRICE

cozy COTTAGE AMBIANCE
307 Sunset Blvd., Cannon Beach
Midtown location just 2 blucks to ocean. Private oasis
backyard includes woods on 3 times a standard lot
size. One Third Acre! Detached garage w/guest house.
Spacious and one-of-a-kind! FOR DETAILS CALL 1-800-
784-9541 x700.
CMLS#18-777 $685,000
Jackie Weber 503-440-2331

|

MAKE THIS YOUR DREAM HOME
3716 W. Chinook Ave., Cannon Beach
There are plenty of building supplies on site including toilets, tubs
and showers. If you are considering building in Cannon Beach, start
half way there! Ocean views from the third floor. This is an awesome
opportunity to finish this home to suit yourself! Home comes AS IS,
seller will not complete the remodel.

CMLS#18-519 $289,999

Tina Chapman 503-440-9957

I FaceBook com/wWINDERMERECOAST/

INSTAGRAM.COM/WINDERMEREOREGONCOAST/

u TWITTER.COM/COASTWINDERMERE
windermereoregoncoast.com

in January before city coun-
cilors make the final location
decision mid-February to meet
the May ballot deadline, St.
Denis said.
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NEW PRICE

LOCATION, LOCATION, LOCATION!

124 E. Madison St., Cannon Beach
One Block to the Beach and a short walk to Town. One story
floor plan with secondary bedrooms divided from the master
suite. Oversized corner lot with abundant parking and attached
sheds. Rental history for vacation tenants to help pay for your
Beach House! Call Talking ad 1-800-784-9541 ext. 421.
CMLS#18-900 $515,000
Jackie Weber 503-440-2331

OUTSTANDI‘N\G SEASIDE CLASS & DISTINCTION
140 Hilltop Dr., Seaside

This elegant, yet comfortable beauty sits on the Western

bluff of Seaside’s Sunset Hills, and has panoramic 180 degree

ocean views from Tillamook Head to the Columbia River. Three

master suites plus bonus bedroom, office, gourmet kitchen,

temperature controlled wine room and so much more!

CMLS#18-1239 $875,000
Pam Ackley 503-717-3796

"BEST SEAT IN TOWN!

1764 View Point Terr., Cannon Beach
This custom stunner is perched on a premier spot with sweep-
ing sea views. Open, light spaces drink in the majesty of the
ocean and its ever-changing moods. The river rock fireplaces
warm charm-filled spaces while the indulgent custom touches
and accents pamper you.
CMLS#18-1368 $1,249,000
Kate Merrell 503-739-2324

NEW PRICE

GO BIG AND BE HOME!
547 Antler Rd., Cannon Beach
This massive home is supremely flexible. You can enjoy it
as a single dwelling or share it as two units (up/downstairs)
without compromise, because each bedroom has its own
bath and both levels have covered porches and views of the

mountains and ocean.
CMLS#18-463 $699,000
Kate Merrell 503-739-2324
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988 Pacific Way
Gearhart, OR 97138
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Serving the Entire North Oregon Coast



