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Adams to 
replace Barnes

By Brenna Visser

Cannon Beach Gazette

Cannon Beach has a new 
community development di-
rector.

Jeffrey Adams, of Bryan 
County, Georgia, will fill the 
shoes of City Planner Mark 
Barnes, who plans to retire by 
the end of October after five 
years with the city. While the 
title is new, the position re-
mains largely the same, which 
is to oversee development and 
code enforcement. He will 
start by Oct. 15.

Adams has about 20 years 
of planning experience, most 
recently working as planning 
and zoning director for Bry-
an County and as a commu-
nity development director of 
St. Marys, Georgia. In these 
positions, he led the city’s 
first comprehensive planning 

project and served as project 
manager for the disaster re-
covery efforts through Hurri-
cane Matthew and Hurricane 
Irma. 

He started his career as a 
research assistant for the U.S 
Army Corps of Engineers 
before moving to work as a 

planner for Flint Hills, Kan-
sas, and Blaine County, Ida-
ho. 

Adams holds a bachelor’s 
and master’s degrees in land-
scape architecture from the 
University of Georgia and the 
University of Illinois. He also 
holds a doctorate in philoso-
phy and social theory from 
the University of London.

Adams was chosen out of 
five candidates, City Manag-
er Bruce St. Denis said.

“We found Jeff to be 
bright and that he has an 
excellent grasp of planning 
principles,” St. Denis said. 
“He was personable, loved 
the town and is excited about 
moving here.”

City hires new community 
development director

Jeffrey Adams
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Rental rules in Cannon Beach may undergo changes. 

“We wouldn’t be elim-
inating the ability to rent a 
house … just limiting having 
a house turning into a hotel 
with renters every weekend 
in a residential area,” Mayor 
Sam Steidel said. 

City Councilor George 
Vetter disagrees with the 
idea of removing the lottery, 
arguing that by doing so the 
city will be “taking away 
supply when there’s already 
so much demand.”

Councilors would also 
like to explore the possibili-
ty of requiring everyone who 
has a short-term rental to 

be professionally managed, 
feeling that those who rent 
homes for a living are more 
likely to understand the city’s 
rules and thus have fewer vi-
olations. Currently, the city 
requires every permit holder 
to have a “local representa-
tive” available to check on 
the property if issues arise. 
But what the city is often 
finding, Barnes said, is that 
people will list a neighbor or 
friend who may or may not 
be in town when needed. 

“The worst problem 
we have is people who 
self-manage and are very ca-
sual about it,” Barnes said. 

Short-term rental
rules face change
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‘…he has an excellent 
grasp of planning 
principles. He was 

personable, loved the 
town and is excited 
about moving here.’

City Manager Bruce St. Denis
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The Cannon Beach Acade-
my has been awarded $1,250 
from the US Bank Founda-
tion’s Community Possible 
Grant program, according to 
Jason Kunde, US Bank’s Can-
non Beach branch manager.

The Cannon Beach Acad-
emy received the award from 
the Community Possible 
Grant program’s “Learning 
Through Play” initiative, 
which supports the creation 
of active play spaces that help 
K-12 students learn through 
play. The purpose of active 

play spaces, as noted on the 
US Bank website, is to en-
courage innovation, creativi-
ty, and collaboration. 

The grant will be used 
to pay for the installation of 
playground equipment that 
has been donated by a long-
time supporter of the school. 

The Cannon Beach Acade-
my is situated in the former 
Children’s Center at 3781 
S. Hemlock. While the site 
has ample space for a play-
ground, it lacks playground 
equipment. 

Playground equipment 
will be installed later this fall. 

Cannon Beach Academy awarded US Bank grant

of Astoria and Tim Josi, a Til-
lamook County commissioner 
and former state representa-
tive. Mitchell, a case man-
agement coordinator in child 
services, received 41 percent 
of the vote to Orr’s 29 percent 
and Josi’s 29 percent, accord-
ing to unofficial results. 

Vineeta Lower, a Seaside 
resident, moved to the North-
west from Delhi, India, where 
she was born, and grew up 
in Olympia, Washington. A 
Republican, Lower moved 
to Seaside after accepting a 
long-term position at War-
renton Grade School teaching 
eighth-grade language arts. 

Brian Halvorsen, a Rock-
away Beach resident, is run-
ning as an independent can-
didate.

Halvorsen told the Astori-
an he believes the two-party 
system is broken and neither 
the Democratic or Republi-
can parties represent the will 
of the voters. Instead the two 
major parties are sold to the 
highest campaign donors. 

City races
In Cannon Beach, two 

seats on the City Council and 
the mayor’s seat will be on the 
November ballot. The may-
or’s race is uncontested, with 
incumbent Sam Steidel seek-
ing re-election.

Steidel, elected in 2014, 
wants to run again to keep 
working on “unfinished busi-
ness,”  he said in a July in-
terview with the Gazette’s 
Brenna Visser. He also said he 
“didn’t get a sense of some-
one else stepping up.”

Many of the priorities 
Steidel held in his last cam-
paign remain the same, in-
cluding purchasing the Can-
non Beach Elementary School 
site, developing the 55-acre 
South Wind property and 
building affordable housing.

On the council, incumbent 
Mike Benefield, real estate 
agent Robin Risley, and hote-
lier and Cannon Beach Cham-

ber board president Greg 
Swedenborg are seeking elec-
tion to two seats, currently 
held by Benefield and George 
Vetter in the November elec-
tion. The two top vote-getters 
will serve in the new year.

Benefield served four years 
on the Planning Commission 
before being appointed to 
the council in 2013. He was 
elected in 2014, largely on a 
platform to push for more af-
fordable housing. If re-elect-
ed, Benefield said develop-
ing more long-term housing 
would remain a priority.

“We have no place to rent 
unless you’re a tourist,” he 
said in early July. “We either 
need to quit talking about it or 
get it done.”

Another priority for Bene-
field is to steer lodging tax 
dollars away from supporting 
tourism promotion and more 
toward improving tourism-re-
lated facilities. 

In announcing her inten-
tion to run, Risley said she 
loved the community and 
wants to be part of the deci-
sion-making process.

If elected, Risley would 
work on finding solutions for 
the Cannon Beach Elementa-

ry School property, rebuilding 
City Hall and other capital 
projects on the city’s plate. 
Priorities for Risley are bol-
stering the arts, as well as pre-
serving the character of Can-
non Beach for both full-time 
residents and tourists.

Swedenborg said as coun-
cilor he would focus on pro-
moting sustainable tourism, 
affordable housing and ad-
dressing parking issues. He 
advocates for more private 
and public cooperation to ad-
dress the affordable housing 
shortage, like supporting tax 
rebates, providing land at a 
lower cost to those intending 
to build affordable homes or 
other solutions that don’t in-
volve the city being a landlord.

Anticipated topics include 
affordable housing solutions, 
parking, traffic safety and 
emergency preparedness, 
among others. The event is 
free and open to all. Attendees 
will be invited to submit ques-
tions to the candidates. 

Gazette editor R.J. Marx 
will serve as moderator. 
The theater is located at 108 
North Hemlock. For further 
information, contact 503-738-
5561.

City, state candidates to debate issues
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Mike Benefield Greg Swedenborg Robin Risley

Gift Annuity Rate Comparison

Age Old Rate New Rate Increase

70 5.1% 5.6% 0.5%

75 5.8% 6.2% 0.4%

80 6.8% 7.3% 0.5%

85 7.8% 8.3% 0.5%

90+ 9.0% 9.5% 0.5%

For illustrative purposes only. Please contact us 
for current benefits and rates for other ages.

DOING WELL WHILE 
DOING GOOD
Great news! Charitable gift annuity payment rates 

have increased for the first time in many years.

A charitable gift annuity with the OHSU 

Foundation or the Doernbecher Children’s 

Hospital Foundation is a wonderful way to make 

a gift while receiving income for life.

To learn more, contact the OHSU Foundation 

at 503-228-1730 or email OHSUFinfo@ohsu.edu.

EXTRAORDINARY ARCHITECHURAL GEM
715 Oak St., Cannon Beach

Located steps away from Chapman Point, the most stunning 
beach in the most desirable beach community, this superb 
ocean view home was designed and built by the best artisans 
with the finest materials. It is also steps away from the trails of 
beautiful Ecola State Park.

CMLS#18-664 $1,599,999
Tina Chapman 503-440-9957

OWNERSHIP LITE (1/4 SHARE FOR SALE)
80179 Pacific Rd., Arch Cape

You can’t stay full-time at the beach. This home is the perfect 
solution. Here is a rare opportunity to purchase ¼ interest in 
an adorable beach bungalow. With 3 bedrooms and a bunk 
room there is space for everyone. This is the life, for only a 
fraction of the price.

CMLS#18-674 $199,000
Kate Merrell 503-739-2324

GREAT LOCATION!
160 E. Siuslaw St. #3, Cannon Beach
3 Bedroom, 3 Bathroom condo with 3 fireplaces and a carport. 
Zoned to allow nightly Vacation Rental, no special permit needed 
-- or use as your private get-away. New carpet & vinyl. Comes 
completely furnished ‘’turn-key’’ with Washer & Dryer too.

CMLS#16-1644 $268,000
Dana Weston 503-738-2839
Craig Weston 503-738-2838

MAKE THIS YOUR DREAM HOME
3716 W. Chinook Ave., Cannon Beach
The exterior is complete with Hardy plank and new windows. The electrical 
is in. There are plenty of building supplies on site including toilets, tubs and 
showers. If you are considering building in Cannon Beach, start half way 
there! Ocean views from the third floor. This is an awesome opportunity 
to finish this home to suit yourself! Home comes AS IS, seller will not 
complete the remodel.

CMLS#18-519 $289,999
Tina Chapman 503-440-9957

LOCATION, LOCATION, LOCATION!
124 E. Madison St., Cannon Beach
One Block to the Beach and a short walk to Town. One story floor 
plan with secondary bedrooms divided from the master suite. 
Oversized corner lot with abundant parking and attached sheds. 
Rental history for vacation tenants to help pay for your Beach House! 
Call Talking ad 1-800-784-9541 ext. 421

CMLS#18-900 $575,000
Jackie Weber 503-440-2331

LOOKING FOR AN INVESTMENT?
132 Surfcrest D-2, Cannon Beach
Elegant and cozy craftsman style townhouses, fully furnished 

with gourmet kitchen, two fireplaces, close to the beach, 

restaurant, bakery and markets. The Lodges allow nightly rent-

als with excellent management by the Inn at Cannon Beach.

CMLS#17-1686 $579,000
Karen Meili 503-440-5806

GO BIG AND BE HOME!
547 Antler Rd., Cannon Beach
This massive home is supremely flexible. You can enjoy it 
as a single dwelling or share it as two units (up/downstairs) 
without compromise, because each bedroom has its own 
bath and both levels have covered porches and views of the 
mountains and ocean.

CMLS#18-463 $749,000
Kate Merrell 503-739-2324

N E W  P R I C E

PERFECT BEACH HOUSE
80105 Pacific Rd., Arch Cape

This home is a short hop and skip to the sea’s edge and 
has sweeping views from it’s soaring windows. Relax in it’s 
comfortable spaces and at the end of the days snuggle before 
the 2 fireplaces. This is your slice of beach heaven in the 
perfect location.

CMLS#18-713 $617,000
Kate Merrell 503-739-2324

N E W  P R I C E

OCEAN & FOREST RETREAT
79209 Ray Brown Rd., Arch Cape
From the moment you enter, you are surrounded by 

all of nature’s wonders, the hypnotic sea, whispering 

trees. The sound and fury of civilization vanishes.

CMLS#18-464 $595,000

Kate Merrell   503-739-2324

N E W  P R I C E

COZY COTTAGE AMBIANCE
307 Sunset Blvd., Cannon Beach
Midtown location just 2 blocks to ocean. Private oasis backyard 

includes woods on 3 times a standard lot size. One Third Acre! 

Detached garage w/guest house. Spacious and one-of-a-kind! 

FOR DETAILS CALL 1-800-784-9541 x700.

CMLS#18-777 $699,999
Jackie Weber 503-440-2331

N E W  P R I C E

LODGES AT CANNON BEACH
132 E Surfcrest Ave., Cannon Beach
The Lodges allow nightly rentals with excellent man-
agement. Fully furnished 2 BR 2 BA townhouse with 
gourmet kitchen & fireplaces. 1/12 share factional 
ownership. Call for pricing.
CMLS#18-1002 Starting at $75,000

Steve Crane 503-440-6310

NEW INVESTMENT

PRESIDENTIAL AREA OPPORTUNITY!
163 W. Washington St., Cannon Beach
Unique reverse floor plan maximizes lovely ocean views from 
upper open concept spaces. Quality custom home with river 
rock fireplace and large windows to enjoy mountain & beach 
views. Quartz & custom tile work throughout. A MUST SEE!

CMLS#18-210 $1,388,000
Jackie Weber 503-440-2331
Tina Chapman 503-440-9957

Five out of the top Ten Brokers in Sales volume in the Clatsop 

Multiple Listing Service in 2017 were Windermere Brokers.

Put Windermere to work for you.

Serving the Entire North Oregon Coast

CANNON BEACH OFFICE
255 N. Hemlock, Ste. B1 
Cannon Beach, OR 97110

800/676-1176 • 503/436-1027 windermereoregoncoast.com

GEARHART OFFICE
588 Pacific Way 

Gearhart, OR 97138
800/275-7773 • 503/738-8522

FACEBOOK.COM/WINDERMERECOAST/

INSTAGRAM.COM/WINDERMEREOREGONCOAST/

TWITTER.COM/COASTWINDERMERE

Fall Festival 
Saturday, September 29, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

 

Silent auctions for Cannon Beach hotel stays 
Gift certificate drawings for Cannon Beach shops 

Homemade crafts & baked goods sale, 10-5, Sept. 29 

Cannon Beach Library 
131 N. Hemlock, Cannon Beach (503-436-1391) 

Place bids & buy drawing tickets at library, Sept.1-29 


