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Seaside School District sees 1.8 percent budget increase

Hospitality
teacher to be
introduced next
year

By R.J. Marx & Brenna Visser
Cannon Beach Gazette

SEASIDE — The Seaside
School District issued its near-
ly $21 million 2018-19 pro-
posed budget Tuesday, April
18, with a focus on real-world
skills for students.

In her budget message to
the community, Sheila Roley,
superintendent of the district,
announced the addition of a
full-time culinary arts and hos-
pitality teacher.

According to Roley, the
position was lost several years
ago and is now included due to
the funds provided by the Ore-
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The 2018-19 proposed Seaside School District budget.

gon Student Success Program,
funded by state voters in 2016.

The program is being di-
versified to include instruction
of skills to work in the hospi-
tality industry as well as the

food industry.

The district will also be
funding the addition of a full-
time elementary  physical
education teacher. Currently
elementary school students

receive only 30 minutes per
week of physical education.
The addition of the new teach-
er will double that, she said,
moving the district closer to
the state mandate of offer-
ing 30 minutes each day for
students to promote student
health.

The general fund increased
by 3.8 percent from last year,
leading to a total year-to-year
budget increase of 1.8 percent.

The Seaside School Dis-
trict’s fixed tax rate is $4.4105
per $1,000 of assessed value
for the general fund.

The general fund does not
include taxpayer costs related
to the $99.7 million bond levy
approved by voters in 2016 for
a new school campus in the
Southeast Hills.

A local option levy of .52
per $1,000 and bond cost of
about $1.36 bring the overall

Theories still in
flux about human
settlement in the
Americas

By Nancy McCarthy

For Cannon Beach Gazette

For awhile, Paisley, Oregon
was No. 1 among archaeolo-
gists searching for evidence
of the oldest inhabitants of the
Americas.

Human DNA discovered in
five caves in the southeastern
Oregon location was deter-
mined to be 14,200 years old.

But, ultimately, Paisley
became No. 3, behind Monte
Verde, Chile, where evidence
of human activity dated to
14,300 BP (before present)
and, finally, to Buttermilk
Creek, Texas, and 15,300 BP.

However, the search for
more evidence doesn’t stop,
and questions remain, said
Cameron Smith, a Portland
State University anthropology
professor, who spoke at the
Cannon Beach History Center
April 19.

Knowledge about the ear-
liest inhabitants of North,
Central and South Americas,
their origin and their reason
for coming is always in flux.
“We’re always getting new in-
formation,” Smith told an au-
dience that packed the center’s
small education room.

“We’re always accumu-
lating new information, and
we’re always writing new text-
books; that’s the way it should
be,” Smith said.

“What do we know about
the settlement of the Americas
that we didn’t know a century
ago? In some ways we have
a lot better idea and in some
ways we haven’t moved for-
ward much at all.”

When it comes to trac-
ing the first inhabitants of the
Americas, archaeologists have
a good knowledge of historical
events and chronology — as-
sisted by radiocarbon dating
— “but why these events hap-
pened, that is the harder thing
to explain,” Smith said.

“For instance, we know
when cave art starts, and it’s
really obvious when and where
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Cameron Smith came to Cannon Beach to discuss migra-
tion of the first people to the Americas.

that first happens, but what are
the cognitive mechanisms —
what produced that? Oh, that’s
really tough — the evolution
of cognition.”

Eventually, Smith said,
scientists will develop a pro-
cess and will know why cave
dwellers drew on the sides of
their shelters.

Before the 16th centu-
ry, Europeans looked to the
Old Testament for answers
about new discoveries. Na-
tive Americans, for instance
were thought to originate from
the lost tribes of Israel, Smith
said. But in the 1550s, Jesu-
it missionary Jose de Acosta
noted that their language had
no hint of Hebrew, their burial
customs differed and “nothing
matched.” He suggested that
the native people, based on
skin coloration and the shape
of their eyes, were of northeast
Asian descent.

The discovery of the Amer-
icas was a “big part of the
abandonment of the Old Tes-
tament” by the Europeans for
scientific explanations, Smith
said.

“Today the evidence is
clear: de Acosta was correct,”
Smith added. Three lines of
evidence — genetic, linguistic
and archaeological — prove
there’s a link from Northeast
Asia.

They apparently traveled

Cannon Beach Reads in May

Cannon Beach Reads pres-
ents “Alice’s Adventures in
Wonderland” and “Through
the Looking Glass,” by Lewis
Carroll on May 16. Books are
available for loan at the Can-
non Beach Library, for pur-
chase at Cannon Beach Book
Company or through online
book dealers.

Cannon Beach, Arch Cape

and Seaside residents and vis-
itors attend monthly meetings
of Cannon Beach Reads for
conversation, coffee or tea
and cookies. New members
are encouraged to participate.

For additional information
about Cannon Beach Reads,
contact Joe Bernt, 503-436-
4186 or email berntj@ohio.
edu.
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on ice sheets thousands of feet
thick from Siberia to what is
now Alaska on a land bridge
across the Bering Strait. The
bridge was about 50 miles long
and over 600 miles wide. At
the time, sea levels dropped,
which made for a somewhat
“dry” crossing. The northwest
shorelines also could have
been 10 miles beyond what
they are now, allowing for
more settlement. Smith said
archaeologists are seeking arti-
facts in what might have been
campsites along the Beringia
route.

A woolly mammoth was
discovered in the ice in the
Beringia region, which is
called the “mammoth steppe.”

“You have marshes, you
have dry land. it’s a low topog-
raphy, and it supports big herds
of big herbivores. So on the
great plains of the Americas,
there were mastodons at one
point, but later on there were
bison,” Smith said.

Along the way came snow
lions from northern Asia, and,
at the Paisley, Oregon site,
an archaeologist in the 1930s
found camel bones.

Archaeologists, however,
are debating the dates that the
ice sheets began to melt. DNA
evidence of a brown bear in an
Alaskan cave dates to 17,000
years ago, which means hu-
mans might have made an

HunterDouglas

even earlier appearance than
originally estimated.

“If that environment could
support brown bears, who are
big omnivores like us ... if
they could get enough calo-
ries to live, it means there’s
enough food, there’s enough
vegetation and other animals;
presumably people could live
there, too,” Smith said. “It
probably wasn’t covered in a
sheet of ice.”

Why did human beings
move? While foraging and
hunting for food, as well as
environmental changes may
have been primary reasons for
the earliest inhabitants to ven-
ture across a land bridge, down
the Pacific Coast and into the
Great Plains and beyond to
Central and South America,
there may have been other rea-
sons, according to Smith.

“Spiritual survival was as
important as cultural surviv-
al,” he said. For others, who
searched for new lands, their
intent may have been “con-
scious exploration.”

THE COASTER THEATRE
PLAYHOUSE PRESENTS

0DDCOUPLE

MAY 4-27.2018

Tickets $20 or $25
Shows begin at 7:30pm
Sun. 5/6 show at 3:00pm

Sponsored by

Becker Capital
Management

COASTER THEATRE PLAYHOUSE

108 N Hemlock St
Cannon Beach, OR

Tickets: 503-436-1242
coastertheatre.com

Soften harsh sunlight and save

SILHOUETTE® CLEARVIEW™ SHADINGS

with Hunter Douglas window fashions.

CELEBRATION of

Enjoy generous rebates on qualifying purchases

of light-diffusing styles April 14-June 25, 2018.

SAVINGS EVENT

REBATES STARTING AT $100° 0N QUALIFYING PURCHASES

Budget Blinds of the Oregon

amount to $6.30 per $1,000 for
taxpayers.

Salary costs of $10.2 mil-
lion and associated payroll
costs of nearly $7 million
make the largest portion of the
budget. Other costs include
purchased services, supplies
and material and capital outlay.

The district has also been
experiencing high workers’
compensation claims. In four
of the last five years, the dis-
trict’s workers’ compensa-
tion carrier has paid out more
per dollar than the premium
amount with 51 claims total-
ing $396,315 in losses, said
the district’s business manager,
Justine Hill.

“The majority of our claims
are related to slips, trips and

falls. Several of our total in-
curred losses due to claims. ...
have been significant (i.e., sur-
geries, employee time lost),”
Hill said in an email. “Our
workers’ compensation carri-
er has been working with our
safety committee and we are
trying to figure out ways to im-
prove safety.”

The budget committee’s
next meeting is Tuesday, May
15, at 6 p.m. at 1801 S. Frank-
lin in Seaside. That meeting is
the target date for approval by
the budget committee. A June
19 public hearing as approved
by the budget committee will
be held to enact resolutions to
adopt the budget, make the ap-
propriations and to declare the
tax levy.
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Carpet Corner

Flooring <= Installation

3470 Hwy 101 Suite 102 ® Gearhart, Oregon
503.739.7577 e carpetcornergearhart.com

CONSTRUCTION

BoB MCEwAN CONSTRUCTION, INC.

ExcAVATION * UNDERGROUND UTIITIES
RoAD WORK * FILL MATERIAL

SITE PREPARATION °
OWNED AND OPERATED BY MIKE AND CELINE MCEwWAN

503-738-3569

34154 Hwy 26, Seaside, OR
P.O. Box 2845, Gearhart, OR

SERVING THE PAaciFic NORTHWEST SINCE 1956 - CC48302

Rock

LANDSCAPING

Laurelwood Compost ® Mulch ¢ Planting MacMix

YARD DEBRIS DROP-OFF

Soil Amendments

(no Scotch Broom)

503-717-1454

34154 HIGHWAY 26
SEASIDE, OR

TREE REMOVAL

JUSTIN J. DAY
FRree EsTIMATES é - (503) 338-5780

Warrenton, Oregon:LicensedBondedxInsured xCCB# 214256 xWA#QUALITR831P0

CONSTRUCTION

CO/ NSTER

construction, LLC

“Helping shape the chawacter of Cannon Beach since 1973”
Residential ¢ Commercial ¢ Remodeling
New Construction ¢ Storm Damage Repair
Full Service Custom Cabinet Shop

503.436.2235

www.coasterconstruction.com e CcCB# 150126

STE

LAWN CARE

Free Estimates ®* Storm Clean-Up

JIM’S LAWN CARE

503-325-2445

LAWNS e SHRUBS e

GUTTER CLEANING

BARK ¢ BRUSH CLEARING & REMOVAL
WEEDING ¢ HAULING * MONTHLY RATES

PAINTING

Licensed * Bonded * Insured
CCB# 89453

Randy Anderson

36 Years Experience

Coast & Southwest Washington

North Oregon Coast - 503-738-5242
Lincoln City - 541-994-9954
Southwest Washington - 503-738-5242

www.budgetblinds.com
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Style and service for every budget.

*Manufacturer's mail-in rebate offer valid for qualifying purchases made 4/14/18-6/25/18 from participating dealers in the U.S. only. Offer excludes
HDOrigins™ and Nantucket™ Window Shadings, a collection of Silhouette® Window Shadings. Rebate will be issued in the form of a prepaid reward card
and mailed within 4 weeks of rebate claim receipt. Funds do not expire. Subject to applicable law, a $2.00 monthly fee will be assessed against card
balance 6 months after card issuance and each month thereafter. Additional limitations may apply. Ask participating dealer for details and rebate form.
©2018 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. Al trademarks used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas or their respective owners. 1802NPSCVC1

Anderson Dainting

(503) 738-9989 » Cell (503) 440-2411 * Fax (503) 738-9337
PO Box 140 Seaside, Oregon 97138

www.andersonpainting.biz

“C ustom Finishing”




