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City’s first 
marijuana 
dispensary to 
open by fall

By Brenna Visser

Cannon Beach Gazette

Cannon Beach will wel-
come its first marijuana dis-
pensary later this summer. 

The Portland-based, rec-
reational dispensary Five 
Zero Trees will move into 
the former location of the 
home goods store Fruffels at 
140 S. Hemlock St. within 
the next six weeks, co-own-
er Case Van Dorne said. Van 
Dorne plans to open a sim-
ilar store in Astoria by July 
14, he said, and operates six 
other locations around the 
Portland metro area. 

While other parts of the 
North Coast have had multi-
ple dispensaries set up shop 
since the state legalized 
marijuana, this will be the 
first in Cannon Beach since 
the community narrowly 
defeated a retail cannabis 
prohibition at the polls in 
November. 

“I’ve loved Cannon 
Beach for a long time. My 
friends and I would come 
down to the coast to fish for 
years. It’s the first place I 
ever went to on the coast,” 
Van Dorne said. “There is 
something so special about 

the aesthetic and the expe-
rience people have in this 
place, and cannabis could 
add to that experience.”

Fitting in 
Van Dorne watched Can-

non Beach’s prohibition ref-
erendum closely, but said his 
business prides itself on in-
tegrating into whatever com-
munity it is serving. 

“We’re not out there to 
have some in-your-face cra-
zy inflatable guy on the cor-
ner or person dressed in a 
pot leaf costume — we try to 
take a nondescript approach 
and be respectful to the com-
munity we’re in.” 

Van Dorne and his two 
business partners, Joel Jen-
nings and Jason Cain, com-
bined have about 30 years 
of experience working in the 
medical marijuana industry. 
While this store is primarily 
recreational, Van Dorne and 
Jennings got their start in the 
medical marijuana industry 
after being introduced by 
a mutual friend who was a 
medical marijuana patient. 

“Cannabis is a substance 
that can transcend all gen-
ders, religion, lifestyle — it 
brings different values to 
different people,” he said. 
“If we can provide this expe-
rience in a safe mechanism, 
that’s fulfilling.” 

Expanding cannabis
While Five Zero Trees 

will be the first to open its 

doors in town, other appli-
cations and casual inquiries 
have been submitted to the 
city in the past year, City 
Planner Mark Barnes said in 
June. 

One application will be 
heard by the Design Review 
Board in August about plans 
to open a marijuana dispen-
sary at 3115 S. Hemlock St. 

The applicant and own-
er, Daryl Bell, attempted to 
open a retail marijuana shop 
in a condominium complex 
near Pier 39 in Astoria last 
year. The store did not open, 
however, after the Astoria 
City Council decided the 
Planning Commission did 
not properly consider the 
residential nature of the site.

“We’ve had lots of inter-
est, but not many move for-
ward with the process yet,” 
Barnes said last month. 

The Cannon Beach City 
Council voted last year to re-
strict marijuana sales to three 
separate commercial zones. 
Under the ordinance, retail-
ers could operate downtown 
from Ecola Creek south to 
Washington Street, midtown 
from Harrison Street south 
to Elliot Way and in Tolo-
vana Park from Delta Street 
south to the Sandcastle Con-
dominiums.

Cannabis retail dispensary 
coming soon to Cannon Beach

In the world of parking 
studies, an 85 percent occu-
pancy rate is considered the 
time when parking becomes 
inconvenient and difficult to 
find. Davis found that Hem-
lock Street and Second Street 
were at full capacity almost 
all day, while other parts of 
town ebbed and flowed.  

Davis said he suggested 
timed parking because 7.5 
percent of the cars he tracked 
in his study were parked lon-
ger than three hours. Having 
those cars park in the lots 
would open up more spots 
throughout the day, which he 
said results in more economic 
impact for businesses. 

“What I found was the 
public lots are supporting the 
businesses and Hemlock is 
supporting the beachgoers,” 
Davis said. 

Davis said he has found in 
most cities the economic ben-
efits of an occupied parking 
space drop off after two hours. 

“If people are going to 
spend money, they are going 
to do it quickly.” 

Other solutions
After the presentation, 

some questioned the neces-
sity of timed parking if only 
7.5 percent were staying lon-
ger than what timed parking 
would enforce — including 
councilor Nancy McCarthy. 

“If it’s only 7 percent, why 
are we talking about this?” she 
asked.

Many in the community 
suggested to the City Council 
that the town does not parking 
problem as much as it has a 
“traffic problem,” and suggest-
ed the city consider a one-way 
grid downtown, expand shuttle 
service or invest in different 

ways to direct traffic to lots to 
avoid traffic jams. 

“The traffic can be a safety 
issue,” Joyce Lincoln, owner 
of Northwest by Northwest 
Gallery, said. 

Others were concerned 
with the number of signs ruin-
ing the aesthetic of the town.

“This will make the town 
seem unfriendly, and as busi-
ness owners we will get the 
brunt of the unhappiness,” 
Sharon Amber said, owner of 
Jewelry by Sharon Amber.  

Amber also suggested the 
city invest in a parking garage 
to increase the number of spac-
es, but Davis warned about ex-
panding too much with little to 
gain. 

“The next space you build 
will be your worst,” he said. 

“The return on investment 
economically would not be 
high with the capital cost.” 

Bill’s Tavern & Brewhouse 
owner Jim Oyala said he 
doesn’t think Cannon Beach 
has a parking problem. Oyala 
has lived here since 1970, and 
said he wants other people to 
discover the town with the 
same ease he did almost 50 
years ago.  

“This place is magic. It’s 
a beautiful walking town, and 
we should help people enjoy 
that,” Oyala said. “We already 
had a bad winter. We’re just 
trying to have a summer.”

City councilors took notes 
during the hearing for future 
discussion council plans to 
have after the peak season 
comes to a close. 

“At the movie theater when 
all the seats are full and the 
last ticket is sold, you close the 
doors,” Councilor George Vet-
ter said. “But we can’t close 
the door to our town. When 
we are full we are full, and we 
need to learn to manage that.” 

Parking solutions up in the air 
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Sharon Amber, owner of Jewelry by Sharon Amber

“What can I say? I’ve al-
ways loved a good parade,” 
Nancy Teagle said. 

Floats filled with commu-
nity residents adorned in a 
variety of American flag garb 
slowly chugged down the 
town’s main street Tuesday, 
representing emergency re-
sponders, businesses and orga-
nizations. 

Don Boehm, the command-
er of American Legion Post 
168 and former Cannon Beach 
local, served as the parade’s 
grand marshal. “It’s an hon-
or. For 20 years I carried the 
colors, and now I get to ride 
as grand marshal,” he said. “I 
love the excitement in the fac-
es of the people who come to 
see the parade.” 

While the size of the parade 
has changed over the course of 
decades, much of the parade 
has not, said former American 
Legion commander and event 
organizer Dan O’Reilly — and 
that is exactly the point. 

“Especially today, with this 
divisiveness, when you can see 
something where people come 
together it frankly gives me 
a little bit of hope,” O’Reilly 
said. “Red, blue and all in be-
tween are out there. It’s small-
town America at its finest.” 
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SERVING 
LUNCH & 
DINNER
OPEN AT 11:30
Tuesday’s Open at 4pm

Delightful Beer
Garden • Ocean View Deck

Pool Tables • Darts
Full Bar (including Bill’s Tavern brews)

but that’s not all...

Smoked Pork Ribs • Steak • Seafood
and much, much more!

Located in SOUTH Cannon Beach
3301 S. Hemlock St. • Tolovana Park

503.436.1130 • Minors Welcome

Dining on the

North Coast

NORMA’S SEAFOOD & STEAK
20 N. Columbia, Seaside
503-738-4331

Since 1976 discriminating diners have 

sought out this Seaside landmark.  There’s a 

chalkboard fresh catchlist, exclusively natural 

Angus beef and a great regional wine list as 

well as local microbrews.  From Steak & Lobster to Fish & 

Chips (and Chowder to die for) - this is worth the drive! 

11am-10pm daily. Visit www.normasseaside.com

PIG ‘N PANCAKE
223 S Hemlock
503-436-2851
7AM - 3PM Daily
From hashbrown potatoes ground fresh 
daily and award-winning sourdough 
pancakes to homemade soups and 
clam chowder, you’ll find delicious family friendly dining 
at the Pig ‘N Pancake.  Over 35 breakfast varieties and a 
complete lunch menu, too.  Our dining area overlooks a 
beautiful wetland area and downtown Cannon Beach.

TO PLACE YOUR 
AD HERE!

ONLY
per
issue

$25
Seaside Office: 503-738-5561

Astoria Office: 503-325-3211
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CONSTRUCTION

BoB McEwan construction, inc.
Excavation • undErground utiitiEs

road work • Fill MatErial

sitE PrEParation • rock
owned and operated by Mike and Celine MCewan

Serving the paCifiC northweSt SinCe 1956 • CC48302

503-738-3569
34154 Hwy 26, Seaside, OR

P.O. Box 2845, Gearhart, OR

HEATING & COOLING

Expert Service,
Repairs & Installation

Residential & Commercial
Gas, Oil & Electric Furnaces
Ductless Systems • Fireplaces

Water Heaters • Heat Pumps & AC
Commercial Refrigeration

Locally Owned & Operated

Cannon Beach, Oregon

503-440-6975
coastheating@gmail.com
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PAINTING

Licensed • Bonded • Insured

CCB# 89453

(503) 738-9989 • Cell (503) 440-2411 • Fax (503) 738-9337

PO Box 140 Seaside, Oregon 97138

Randy Anderson
36 Years Experience

www.andersonpainting.biz

“Custom Finishing”

Anderson Painting

LANDSCAPING

Laurelwood FarmLaurelwood FarmLaurelwood Farm

Laurelwood Compost • Mulch • Planting MacMix
Soil Amendments

34154 HIGHWAY 26
SEASIDE, OR

503-717-1454

YARD DEBRIS DROP-OFF
(no Scotch Broom)

LAWN CARE

Timberland Lawn Care
& Home Maintenance LLC.

503-440-2480
TimberlandLawnCare@yahoo.com

Ask About Our Handyman Services!
Excavating • Fences • Yard Maintenance

and More!
CCB#212982

CONSTRUCTION

“Helping shape the character of Cannon Beach since 1973”

Residential • Commercial • Remodeling

New Construction • Storm Damage Repair

Full Service Custom Cabinet Shop

503.436.2235
www.coasterconstruction.com • CCB# 150126

MINI-STORAGE

Units Available

5’ x 10’ • 10’ x 10’

SPACE AVAILABLE

Contact Jill at 503-436-2235

CANNON BEACH
MINI-STORAGE

FLOORING

Flooring  Installation

3470 Hwy 101 Suite 102 • Gearhart, Oregon
503.739.7577 • carpetcornergearhart.com

you w
alk on 

our reputation

CCB# 205283


