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Unlike neighboring cit-
ies Seaside and Manzanita, 
Cannon Beach does not offer 
beach-accessible wheelchairs 
for visitors.

The Chamber of Com-
merce and partners Remax 
Coastal Advantage, Martin 
Hospitality and Escape Lodg-
ing hope to bring sand-friend-
ly wheelchairs to Cannon 
Beach by next summer. At a 
City Council work session last 
week, the city agreed to work 
with the chamber on the acces-
sibility project, which could 
mean storing the wheelchairs 
at City Hall.

Chamber representatives 
said the wheelchairs would 
enhance visitor experience 
and allow beach access for 
disabled people outside of a 
vehicle.

“Sadly, not all of our guests 
are able to experience the 
magnificent wonder of Ore-
gon because of disabilities,” 
said Matthew Weintraub, the 
chamber’s destination mar-
keting manager. “The project 
needs the city’s involvement 
to be executed as effectively 
as possible. One of the major 
reasons we’d like the city to 
be a stakeholder and possibly 
take spatial ownership of these 
chairs is that you’re in close 
proximity to the ADA-accessi-
ble ramp by the beach.”

The chamber seeks to pur-
chase one adult chair and one 
youth chair that would be free 
for public use. The nonmotor-
ized beach wheelchairs have a 
base cost of $2,500 each and 
include 4- to 5-inch-wide tires 
that keep the chair above sand, 
Weintraub said.

Mayor Sam Steidel said the 
project could start small, then 
grow. Councilors asked about 
the chairs’ durability, liabili-
ty issues, grant opportunities 
and the possibility of business 
sponsorships. 

Councilor Melissa Cadwal-
lader said the goal date of ac-
quiring the chairs by June 20 is 
within the city’s current fiscal 
year and not in the budget.

Meeting a need
Though the city allows 

permits for disabled visitors 
to drive or be driven on the 
beach, their experience is “lim-
ited to them sitting in place or 
being carried,” Weintraub said. 

Court Carrier, the cham-
ber’s executive director, said 
he has received a handful of 
complaints about the city’s 
lack of beach wheelchairs. 

“What a cap for us to be 
able to say we have made our 
beach totally accessible to ev-
eryone, and have that available 
in the year of the Beach Bill 
anniversary,” Carrier said. 

Councilor Wendy Higgins 
said she gets requests at the 
Ocean Lodge for beach wheel-
chairs. “It would be nice to 

have it in our own communi-
ty,” she said.

The chamber identified 
Deming Designs as a possible 
manufacturer and could pursue 
funding opportunities from 
Clatsop County, Travel Ore-
gon and others. 

Melisa Colvin of Bronze 
Coast Gallery wrote a letter 
supporting the project, not-
ing that her wheelchair-bound 
father had used beach wheel-
chairs in Cape Cod, Massa-
chusetts. “It made such a dif-
ference for us, at a difficult 
time, for him to be able to join 

the rest of the family on the 
beach,” she wrote. “I’d love to 
see Cannon Beach become a 
place that could make this pos-
sible, as well.”

“Cannon Beach is the jew-
el of the Oregon Coast, and it 
is frankly an embarrassment 
that there are no beach wheel-
chairs available in Cannon 
Beach for our visitors to access 
the beaches,” local real estate 
agent Alaina Giguiere wrote in 
a letter.

The project team will come 
back to the City Council with 
more information. 

Chamber leads effort to buy beach-access wheelchairs
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DEMING DESIGNS

The Cannon Beach Cham-
ber of Commerce is lead-
ing an effort to purchase 
beach-friendly wheelchairs. 
A beach wheelchair from 
Deming Designs is shown. 

An appreciation 
of hard work 
by community 
volunteers

By Lyra Fontaine

Cannon Beach Gazette

An appreciation dinner rec-
ognized Cannon Beach Com-
munity Emergency Response 
Team volunteers and allowed 
26 members from different 
graduating classes to connect. 
On the heels of a stormy month 
and a recent CERT graduation, 
coordinator Paula Vetter, Po-
lice Chief Jason Schermerhorn 
and Emergency Management 
Consultant Stacy Burr thanked 
the team on Oct. 26 at Cham-
ber Hall. 

“It’s such a great thing to 
have all this help for our little 
police department,” Schermer-
horn said, adding that when he 
was on the East Coast during 
the mid-October storm, the 
support of volunteers and city 
employees assured him that 
the city was in “good hands.”

Burr said local CERT teams 
are part of a “bigger picture.” 
Members across the nation are 
deployed after disasters or for 
events like the Olympic trials 
in Eugene and the Super Bowl, 
where they provide crowd 
control and psychological 

care. After Hurricane Sandy, 
2,500 CERT members were 
deployed and helped assess 
damages. 

Cannon Beach has 41 
CERTs from 18 to 79 years 
old, including seven couples. 
Burr recognized various mem-
bers for their quick thinking 
and actions during trainings.

CERT will likely start hav-
ing quarterly meetings to stay 
in contact, refresh equipment 
and more, Schermerhorn said. 
Each meeting could include 
trainings such as first aid, 
traffic incident management 
and ham radio operation. The 
Cannon Beach team may also 
work with the county CERT 
team next spring at Camp 
Rilea. 

CERT members suggest-

ed additional lessons such as 
water purification systems, 
managing pets in emergencies, 
setting up refugee shelters and 
bilingual language classes.

Though there is a language 
line that police officers can 
call for translation, “when 
phones are down it’s not going 
to be helpful for us, it would 
be great to have interpreters,” 
Schermerhorn said. He is 
working to involve bilingual 
residents and open up further 
communication with the city’s 
Hispanic community.

Honoring time, 
commitment

Vetter presented awards to 
those “able to give their time” 
to trainings and events. 

“By doing this, we will be 

empowering our community,” 
she said. “It’s not just the time 
that we put in. It’s the impact 
you make when you’re here.”

Vetter also thanked CERT 
members for being on standby 
during the mid-October storm. 
She said if Manzanita has 70 
CERT members and deployed 
41 for the recent tornado, “we 
need more of us so that we can 
spread the work out.”

The “Enrichment Award” 
for starting a teen CERT pro-
gram went to Silvia Yesenia 
Avila. For her “boundless 
energy” and leading month-
ly evacuation walks, Jenee 
Pearce-Mushen was given the 
“Best Volunteer Group Effort 
Award.” County Commission-
er Lianne Thompson received 
the “Helping Hands Award” 
and Mayor Sam Steidel re-
ceived the “Citizen Leadership 
Award.”

Vetter gave the “Above 
& Beyond Award” to Medi-
cal Reserve Corps leader Lila 
Wickham, for the “significant 
amount of time she has devot-
ed” and for “sharing her exper-
tise, skills and knowledge with 
us.”

The “Lifetime Volunteer 
Achievement Award” went to 
Les Wierson. 

“He devotes an abundance 
of time and energy to our com-
munity and has made an enor-
mous impact,” Vetter said. 

CERT members get recognition
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Michael Diak demonstrates his CERT chant after he is 
awarded the “Most Enthusiastic Award.”

You’ve already dreamed up the blueprints. We may be able to help 

bring them to life. The U.S. Bank Home Equity Line of Credit offers 

competitive rates, flexible payment options and trusted service to help 

you finance the lasting home improvements you’ve always wanted.

*1.50% Introductory Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is available on Home Equity Lines of Credit with an 80% loan-to-value (LTV) or less. 
The Introductory Interest Rate will be fixed at 1.50% during the 6-month Introductory Period. A higher introductory rate will apply for an 
LTV above 80%. Offer is available for new applications submitted from September 11 – November 11, 2016. After the 6-month 
introductory period: the APR is variable and is based upon an index plus a margin. The APR will vary with Prime Rate (the index) as 
published in the Wall Street Journal. As of September 11, 2016, the variable rate for Home Equity Lines of Credit ranged from 2.62% APR 
to 7.20% APR. Higher rates may apply due to an increase in the Prime Rate, a credit limit below $100,000, an LTV above 70%, and/or a 
credit score less than 730. A U.S. Bank Consumer Silver, Gold, or Platinum Checking Package account is required to receive the lowest 
rate, but is not required for loan approval. The rate will not vary above 18% APR, or applicable state law, or below 2.12% APR – 2.55% 
APR, depending on market. Choosing an interest-only repayment may cause your monthly payment to increase, possibly substantially, 
once your credit line transitions into the repayment period. Repayment options may vary based on credit qualifications. Interest only 
repayment may be unavailable. Loans are subject to credit approval and program guidelines. Not all loan programs are available in all 
states for all loan amounts. Interest rates and program terms are subject to change without notice. Property insurance is required. U.S. 
Bank and its representatives do not provide tax or legal advice. Your tax and financial situation is unique. You should consult your tax and/
or legal advisor for advice and information concerning your particular situation. Other restrictions may apply. Mortgage and Home Equity 
products offered by U.S. Bank National Association. Deposit Products are offered through U.S. Bank National Association. Customer pays 

no closing costs, except escrow-related funding costs. An annual fee of up to $90 may apply after the first year and is 
waived with a U.S. Bank personal Platinum Checking Package. The Consumer Pricing Information brochure lists terms and 
conditions that apply to U.S. Bank Consumer Checking Package accounts and can be obtained by calling 800.872.2657. 
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They’re your dreams.  
Start building them.

Introductory rate for 6 months  
Rates as low as

Variable rate after 
introductory period

HOME 
EQUITY 
LINE OF  
CREDIT 1.50 4.00

Rate available 9/11/16 - 11/11/16.
Rates are subject to change.

Rate shown for lines of credit:
– Up to 70% loan-to-value
–  U.S. Bank Consumer Checking Package 
Actual rate may be lower.  
Visit usbank.com for custom rates.

APR* APR*
% %

Call 800.209.BANK (2265),   

visit a local branch, 

or go to usbank.com/dreambig

BUSINESS
DIRECTORY

BUSINESS
DIRECTORY

CONSTRUCTION

BOB MCEWAN CONSTRUCTION, INC.
EXCAVATION • UNDERGROUND UTIITIES

ROAD WORK • FILL MATERIAL

SITE PREPARATION • ROCK
OWNED AND OPERATED BY MIKE AND CELINE MCEWAN

SERVING THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST SINCE 1956 • CC48302

503-738-3569
34154 Hwy 26, Seaside, OR

P.O. Box 2845, Gearhart, OR

MASONRY

Chimney Repair for all types of Masonry Work

CCB# 203499OR WALIC# NWMASMC846JQ

NW Masonry
Chimney Repair

Call JERID for FREE ESTIMATES

503-455-2599

all JERID for FREE ESTIMATES

Chimney y Repapap irir ffoor all typypypypyp ses ooff MaM sonry Wor

Caall JERIIDD ffor FFFRRREEEEEE EESSTTIMATES

Do you have a leaky chimney?
Call us! We can help.

HEATING & COOLING

Expert Service,
Repairs & Installation

Residential & Commercial
Gas, Oil & Electric Furnaces
Ductless Systems • Fireplaces

Water Heaters • Heat Pumps & AC
Commercial Refrigeration

Licensed & Bonded
Locally Owned & Operated

Cannon Beach, Oregon

503-440-6975
coastheating@gmail.com
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LANDSCAPING

GARDENER
arcadia organic

landscaping & design

503.440.1491
arcadialandscaping@hotmail.com

lcb 9071

PAINTING

Licensed • Bonded • Insured

CCB# 89453

(503) 738-9989 • Cell (503) 440-2411 • Fax (503) 738-9337

PO Box 140 Seaside, Oregon 97138

Randy Anderson
36 Years Experience

www.andersonpainting.biz

“Custom Finishing”

Anderson Painting

LANDSCAPING

Laurelwood Farm

Laurelwood Compost • Mulch • Planting MacMix
Soil Amendments

34154 HIGHWAY 26
SEASIDE, OR

503-717-1454

YARD DEBRIS DROP-OFF
(no Scotch Broom)

CONSTRUCTION

“Helping shape the character of Cannon Beach since 1973”

Residential • Commercial • Remodeling

New Construction • Storm Damage Repair

Full Service Custom Cabinet Shop

503.436.2235
www.coasterconstruction.com • CCB# 150126

MINI-STORAGE

Units Available

5’ x 10’ • 10’ x 10’

SPACE AVAILABLE

Contact Shawna at 503-436-2235

CANNON BEACH
MINI-STO� GE


