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Carleton said the two sites 
would be similar in construc-
tion costs, and would both re-
quire city zone changes. 

“This is what the city 
might do, if they wanted to, 
on these properties,” consul-
tant Teri Silva said. 

Since February, the task 
force has been brainstorming 
ways to close the city’s work-
force housing gap.   

“This is the irst hope I’ve 
had of seeing anything con-
crete coming out of any of the 
discussions we’ve had in the 
past year and a half,” Kucera 
said.

“I think we should do them 
both,” resident and task force 
member Ken McQuhae said. 
“We could continue to have 
these discussions for the next 
10 years if we wanted to, but 
we need a starting point.”

The task force, formed to 
make recommendations to 
increase affordable housing, 
had its irst meeting in Janu-
ary 2015.  

A 2014 Cannon Beach 
housing needs survey found 
92 percent of restaurant own-
ers and 79 percent of hospital-
ity business owners said ind-
ing housing is a problem for 
employees.

“We have staff right now 
that are critical to what we are 
doing that cannot ind a place 
to live and might not be able 
to work for us this summer, 

which provides serious issues 
for us as a business,” said Ja-
son Menke, co-owner of Sea 
Level Bakery. “We can’t op-
erate without them.”

Menke said he was en-
couraged by the designs, and 
suggested that the affordable 
housing units be open for small 
business owners like him to 
lease and rent to employees. 

“The need is out there,” 
said Todd Johnston, task force 
member and Northwest Or-
egon Housing Authority ex-
ecutive director. People have 
returned vouchers the hous-
ing authority gave them since 
there is no housing available. 

The city can’t grow with-
out affordable housing, 
Kucera said, adding, “I think 
these will be sold out before 
they’re even built.”

Residents offered sugges-
tions and concerns during the 

public comment period.
Downtown businesses 

may oppose the Spruce Street 
housing due to fewer parking 
spaces, resident Nancy Mc-
Carthy said, and a plan for 
parking is needed.  

“To me, it looks very ster-
ile compared to what we have 
here as a community,” Jan 
Siebert-Wahrmund said. “I 
don’t think it’s a good idea to 
put everyone together. I would 
much rather be in a neighbor-
hood that has different income 
levels around.”

Siebert-Wahrmund ques-
tioned placing the Spruce 
Street housing in the tsunami 
zone and whether the city had 
enough water to service new 
units. She asked for greater 
community input. 

“It’s not as simple as it 
seems to be talked about to-
day,” she said.

Silva said the city could 
keep the units affordable by 
putting strict, speciic regula-
tory restrictions on the lease. 
Potential renters could be 
screened to make sure they 
work in Cannon Beach and 
meet certain criteria.    

The next task force meet-
ing is June 8. 

Silva plans to run numbers 
to see if the concepts are i-
nancially feasible, as an esti-
mated cost is not yet known, 
and will prepare a document 
with the group’s recommen-
dations for the City Council. 
Barnes will consider potential 
city code adjustments to make 
the designs possible.

“Know that all of this is 
conceptual,” Silva said.

Affordable housing will 
be discussed at the city’s 
strategic planning sessions at 
the end of May. Kucera said 
the council will likely con-
sider “at least one of those 
concepts.” Rents would pay 
for the mortgage to build the 
housing, so the development 
would be no cost to taxpay-
ers, Kucera said after the 
meeting. Because the units 
would not be federally sub-
sidized low-income housing, 
the city would fund the de-
velopment. 

Afordable housing task force gets to work
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One design option for potential afordable housing units 
elevated over the Spruce Street parking lot in downtown 
Cannon Beach. 

Whether the measure ac-
tually passed in Manzanita 
is subject to debate, which 
prompted the Manzani-
ta City Council to pass an 
emergency ordinance at its 
August 2015 meeting essen-
tially putting the provisions 
of Measure 91 on hold, but 
allows Manzanita voters to 
decide for themselves this 
November. This time, the 
votes will not be lumped in 
with those from outside ar-
eas.

“It’s the democratic way 
to do it,” says Manzanita 
Mayor Garry Bullard, “and 
that was the consensus of 
the council. This is an issue 
that affects Manzanita and 
the registered voters of the 
city should decide, not those 
who live outside Manzani-
ta’s boundaries.”

That’s not exactly the 
way owners of Oregon Coast 
Cannabis, established in 
spring 2015 and located on 
Highway 101 in Manzanita, 
see it. Owners Andrew Buck 
and Hannah Hayes, two of 
the three business partners, 
said Measure 91, based on 
the overall approval rating, 
likely passed in Manzanita 
originally.

“We realized this was 
going to be an issue,” said 
Buck, noting that his busi-
ness has received a luke-
warm reception from city 
oficials since day one. That 
said, he and Hayes, maintain 
that it’s their intent to run 
the business in a responsible 
manner.

“We want to be repre-
sentative of how businesses 
operate in Manzanita and 
that includes educating our 
customers and employees 
on the use of cannabis and 
regulations regarding it,” 
Hayes said.

Whatever the outcome 
in November, Oregon 
Coast Cannabis, which reg-
istered with the state prior 
to July 15, 2015, can still 
operate as a medical mari-
juana dispensary thanks to 
House Bill 3400. State law 
provides that the business 
can also sell limited rec-
reation marijuana product, 
which it currently does, 
through the end of 2016. 
If voters do not uphold 
the city ban, Oregon Coast 
Cannabis will be able to 
expand and offer patrons a 
full array of cannabis prod-
ucts, including edibles, 
concentrates and other can-
nabis therapies.

Manzanita to vote on pot
Pot from Page 1A

Budget includes 
funds for 
preparation of 
bond measure

By Nancy McCarthy

For the Cannon Beach Gazette

A 14-member budget 
committee approved the Sea-
side School District budget 
Tuesday night with no dis-
cussion.

The approval process 
took less than two minutes 
from the time the budget 
meeting started until it ad-
journed. Committee mem-
bers included seven school 

board members and seven 
district residents.

Presented last month by 
district Superintendent Doug 
Dougherty, with a detailed 
explanation by Business 
Manager Justine Hall, the 
budget includes a $19.53 
million general fund, with 
revenue coming mostly from 
property taxes and timber 
revenues. A ive-year local 
option levy, approved by 
voters last November, also 
added $1.2 million to the 
budget.

Because its property val-
ues are higher than the aver-
age throughout Oregon, the 
Seaside district does not re-
ceive state education funds.

Taxpayers will pay $4.41 
per $1,000 assessed valuation 
for the budget, plus 52 cents 
per $1,000 for a ive-year local 
option tax levy approved by 
voters last November. The to-
tal levy for property assessed 
at $300,000 would be $1,479.

The budget will cover dis-
trict expenses from July 1, 
2016 to June 30, 2017.

Among the expenses list-
ed in the budget is the cost to 
prepare a bond measure for 
next November’s ballot to 
relocate the district’s schools 
out of the tsunami inundation 
zone. The district could spend 
up to $540,000 for architec-
tural and engineering fees and 
other services. However, that 

amount depends on the pro-
ceeds received from the sale 
of district-owned property 
near Surf Pines. The district 
hopes to receive $335,000 
from the sale.

A $128.8 million bond 
measure to relocate the 
schools on a hill east of Sea-
side Heights Elementary 
School failed in 2013.

The district’s budget, how-
ever, doesn’t include potential 
revenue from the sale of the 
former Cannon Beach Ele-
mentary School to the city 
of Cannon Beach. An item 
in the city’s proposed budget 
reserves $665,000 for the pur-
chase and possible demolition 
of the building. 

Of that, between $400,000 
and $500,000 is supposed to 
go toward the school’s pur-
chase; the tentative purchase 
price hasn’t been made pub-
lic, and no sales contract has 
yet been signed, according to 
Cannon Beach City Manager 
Brant Kucera.

The school district’s 
budget also includes 4.5 
full-time-equivalent per-
sonnel to be hired; they are  
a social studies teacher at 
Broadway Middle School; 
a full-time teacher to re-
duce class size; a half-time 
curriculum director; a part-
time technology support 
staff member; and a staff 
member who will serve as 

a full-time “teacher on spe-
cial assignment” to provide 
management support to stu-
dents, staff, parents and the 
community at Gearhart and 
Seaside Heights elementa-
ry schools, according to the 
Dougherty’s budget mes-
sage.

The budget includes a 
2.25 percent salary increase 
for district employees.

Although he is retiring 
June 30, Dougherty will con-
tinue to stay on half-time to 
shepherd the bond measure 
through the November elec-
tion. Seaside High School 
Principal Sheila Roley will 
take over as superintendent 
beginning July 1.

School board unanimously approves 2016-17 budget
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OCEAN FRONT ESTATE
4080 Pacific Ave, Cannon Beach
Walking into this ocean front vintage 
cottage is like walking into a painting 
that frames the ocean, Haystack Rock, 
Tillamook Lighthouse, Tillamook Head & 
Silver Point.
CMLS #16-185 $2,500,000

Karen Meili 503-440-5806

N E W  L I S T I N G

A DREAM BEACH HOME VISION
VL Pacific, Cannon Beach

Building site directly in front of Haystack 
Rock with sweeping, unparalleled views 
of the sea’s horizon. Home plans avail-
able or start your own canvas.
CMLS#16-267 $355,000

Kate Merrell 503-739-2324

N E W  P R I C E

ULTIMATE BEACH HOUSE
245 Beach St, Manzanita

Ocean front with superb views, guest 
room over garage w/full bath. FOR 
DETAILS CALL 1-800-784-9541 
EXT 381
CMLS #16-10 $1,000,000

Jackie Weber 503-440-2331

N E W  P R I C E

YOUR DREAM HOME IS WAITING
Watts Way #3100, Cannon Beach
Build your dream home on this ele-
vated lot with panoramic ocean views 
in the quiet southern area of the city. 
Utilities available at the street.
CMLS#16-494 $469,000

Karen Meili 503-440-5806

N E W  L I S T I N G

AWARD WINNING & MAGNIFICENT
80292 Pacific Rd, Arch Cape

This jewel is your perfect beach getaway 

with stellar ocean views from every angle. 

Filled with light, charm & exquisite architec-

tural details, it will take your breath away.

CMLS#16-449 $1,595,000
Kate Merrell 503-739-2324

N E W  L I S T I N G

EXTRAORDINARY OPPORTUNITY
32041 Walsh Lane, Arch Cape
Two affordable lots, walking distance 
to the beach with under highway trail in 
quiet secluded location. FOR DETAILS 
CALL 1-800-784-9541 EXT ???
CMLS#16-642, 16-644 $59,000EA

Jackie Weber 503-440-2331

N E W  L I S T I N G

QUAINT, BEAUTIFUL, TURN KEY
574 N Laurel, Cannon Beach

Just one block to the beach, this fully fur-
nished 2 bd, 2 ba home is light & bright. 
Large deck, fenced yard, master on main. 
Kick off your shoes, it’s beach time!
CMLS#16-489 $495,000

Tina Chapman 503-440-9957

N E W  L I S T I N G

COMFORTABLE & LIGHT FILLED
3551 S Henkock #1, Cannon Beach
This 3 bd, 3 bath condo is filled with smart 
built-ins and brings the ocean’s charm to 
you with a quick stroll to coffee & shopping. 
Dedicated green space offers peace & 
tranquility to your beach experience.
CMLS#16-530 $359,000

Kate Merrell 503-739-2329

N E W  L I S T I N G

OWN THE VERY BEST AT THE BEACH
715 Oak, Cannon Beach

Ocean view masterpiece, designed & built 
by the best Oregon artisans with the finest 
materials. Perfection is waiting for you amid 
the every changing sounds and drama of the 
seascape.
CMLS#15-397 $1,695,000

Tina Chapman 503-440-9957

N E W  L I S T I N G

CASTLE ROCK ESTATES
VL Big Cedar Court, Arch Cape
Nearly 1/3 acre with ocean view 
corridor and community beach path 
access under highway. FOR DETAILS 
CALL 1-800-784-9541 EXT 444
CMLS#16-491 $129,900

Jackie Weber 503-440-2331

N E W  L I S T I N G

KICK BACK AND ENJOY THE VIEW
3748 Coho Place, Cannon Beach
Hear and see the waves from the expansive 

deck from this quiet south end location 

with just a short walk to the beach. FOR 

DETAILS CALL 1-800-784-9541 EXT 711

CMLS#16-299 $499,900
Jackie Weber 503-440-2331

N E W  L I S T I N G

GREAT LOT CLOSE TO THE OCEAN
Lot 6602 Pacific Ave, Cannon Beach
With an ocean view, this lot reaches from 
Pacific Avenue to Ocean Lane. Utilities 
at the street, elevated, secluded and in a 
neighborhood of lovely homes.
CMLS#16-117 $395,000

Karen Meili 503-440-5806

N E W  L I S T I N G
LOTS AZETTE

CANNON BEACH

G

OF PLACES YOU CAN PICK UP A 
COMPLIMENTARY COPY OF THE

COPIES DISTRIBUTED EACH MONTH4,000

CANNON BEACH

Cannon Beach Bakery
Cannon Beach Book Company
Cannon Beach Beach Store
Cannon Beach Chamber of Commerce
Cannon Beach City Hall
Cannon Beach Conference Center
Cannon Beach Family Market
Cannon Beach Historical Center
Cannon Beach Hotel 
Cannon Beach Liquor Store
Cannon Beach Property Management
Cannon Beach RV Resort
Cannon Beach Vacation Rentals
Cascade Sotheby’s Realty
Duane Johnson Real Estate
Ecola Creek Lodge
EVOO
Hallmark Inns & Resorts
Inn at Cannon Beach
Inn at Haystack Rock
Mariner Market
Martin Hospitality
Mo’s Restaurant

Picnic Basket
Pig ‘N Pancake
Purple Moon/Morris’ Fireside Restaurant
RE/MAX Coastal Advantage
Sea Ranch RV Park
Sea Sprite at Haystack RockSea Sprite on the Estuary
Surfcrest Market
Sweet Basil’s Cafe & he Wine Bar
he Land’s End Motel
he Ocean Lodge
he Stephanie Inn
he Waves Motel
Tolovana Inn
US Bank/La Luna Loca
Windermere Stellar Real Estate

SEASIDE

Providence Seaside Hospital
Rite Aid
Safeway
Seaside Outlet Center
Seaside Signal/Cannon Beach Gazete Oice

GEARHART

Windermere Stellar Real Estate


