
City Council 
will have two 
vacant spots

By Lyra Fontaine

Cannon Beach Gazette

With a limit of eight contin-
uous years for Cannon Beach 
councilors, Melissa Cadwal-
lader and Wendy Higgins end 
their City Council terms in 
January, leaving two vacant 
spots on November’s ballot.    

candidates can declare candi-
dacy for November’s gener-
al election. Cadwallader and 
Higgins, both elected in 2008, 
shared their council experi-
ences and hopes for coming 
months. 

Higgins was Chamber of 
Commerce president before 
the business community en-

As The Ocean Lodge’s general 
manager for 14 years, she has 
balanced a full-time job with 
councilor duties.

Cadwallader, now Council 

a council vacancy after Mayor 
John Williams’s unexpected 
death, then was elected by vot-
ers. She belonged to the Ecola 
Creek Forest Reserve Com-
mittee, Parks Committee and 
Budget Committee; was Clat-
sop County’s local government 
representative for the Cape 
Falcon Marine Reserve; and 

of Haystack Rock. 

Forest expansion
Purchasing the additional 

805 acres of the Ecola Creek 
watershed for the Ecola Creek 
Forest Reserve, creating 1,040 
connected acres of city-owned 
forest, stands out for both 
councilors as an accomplish-
ment during their terms.

The watershed was state 
land before the city acquired 

the acreage in 2010 through 
clever trade-offs.

“It was a very creative 
way of getting an additional 
800 at an affordable price to 
make sure that we had 1,000 
acres that we were in control 
of around our water source for 
our city,” Cadwallader said. 
“I’m pleased to have been a 
part of that team.”

Higgins said she is also 
proud of serving on the coun-
cil that started the Tourism 
and Arts Commission and ap-
proved a lodging tax increase 
“to help advertise and promote 
our community.” 

Strategic plan   
During their last months on 

council, Cadwallader and Hig-
gins look forward to the strate-
gic plan.

Cadwallader said she 
hopes the plan will “get some 
meat on its bones” and be-
come a reality. With citizen 
surveys out and facilitators in-
terviewing department heads, 
she said it is “in the process of 
happening.”

“Doing the strategic plan 
is huge because we’ve nev-

er done that before,” Higgins 
said. “I think having direction 
and a road map to pass on to 
the next incoming councilors 
will make it a little bit easier.”

Higgins also said she hopes 
that the council will work on 
“raising up leaders to take our 
places.”  

Affordable housing
The affordable workforce 

housing issue has always been 
a priority for Higgins. “I know 
that one won’t be resolved by 
the time I leave, but hopefully 
it will stay in the queue.” 

Cadwallader said she still 
stands by issues she stood for 
in 2008. This includes “main-
taining the uniqueness of Can-
non Beach as both a residential 
and resort community, with re-
sources for the child, the fami-
ly and the honored citizen.”

“I think this is still a major 
issue,” she said. “Since I ini-

ago, the scale between com-
munity and destination resort 
I think has shifted more into 
the destination resort and our 
community core has become 
smaller.”
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If a violation is uncov-
ered, the city does not allow 
the homeowner to rent it out 
until the problem is corrected, 
City Manager Kucera said. 
“Almost all of them want to 
correct them and get back into 
business.” 

However, the current con-

only able to inspect homes for 
10 hours per week. 

Kucera said he hopes to 

would also enforce code, by 
July 1. Staff proposed that the 
employee work 24 hours a 
week and three times a week. 

The city budget for the 

the addition of a building of-

Sites avoid rules
Homeowners who rent 

out their home for periods 
of less than 30 days must be 
in the short-term rental pro-
gram, which consists of three 
sub-programs.  

Transient rentals, limited 
to 92 permits, include about 
58 transient rentals grandfa-
thered into the program, and 
26 lottery transient rentals 

The lottery transient rent-
al sub-program is growing, 
Barnes said, with 150 names 
on the list.

The program also includes 
about 110 vacation home rent-
als that have a 14-day limit. 
Permits are not capped for 
these rentals. 

However, Barnes said peo-
ple not in the permit program 
are renting out their homes 
on websites and are likely not 
paying room taxes. “I don’t 
know if that’s a big number 
but the point is I really don’t 
know.”

Enforcing short-term rental 
regulations on sites like Airb-

It’s also challenging to 
monitor noise, parking and 
other issues that stem from 
short-term renters in second 
homes, several councilors 
said. 

The city’s short-term rent-
al code states that the purpose 
of regulations are “to protect 
the character of the city’s resi-
dential neighborhoods” and to 
make sure short-term rentals 
“will be compatible with sur-
rounding residential areas and 
will not materially alter the 
neighborhoods in which they 
are located.”

Barnes recalled a Design 
Review Board meeting last 
year when a resident said she 
was the only homeowner on 
her block who lived there full-
time.

Housing impact
The City Council also dis-

cussed the lack of affordable 
housing available in Cannon 
Beach, and possibly placing 
further limits on short-term 
rentals.

“It’s easy to jump the con-
clusion that there’s the source 
of the affordable housing prob-
lem,” Barnes said of the city’s 
short-term rentals. “I don’t 
know if that’s necessarily true 
because I don’t know if all 194 
of those dwelling units would 
convert to long term rentals or 
permanent occupancy.” 

However, the 10 percent 
of short-term rentals “has an 
effect” on housing availabili-
ty, Barnes said. “That’s a not 

homes that are in this program 
now.” 

Several councilors said that 
short-term rentals make up at 
least 20 percent of the city’s 
number of second homes.

Kucera said there are more 

housing units than house-
holds, which are about 760, 
suggesting that a large por-
tion of housing units, about 60 
percent, are second homes or 
not currently occupied by the 
resident. 

New limits?
Renting homes to vaca-

tioners can be more lucrative 
than renting them out long-
term, Councilor Mike Bene-

-
tains access to the home.  

“With the marketing 
that we’ve done for Cannon 
Beach, rents for a weekend 
are greater than a person who 
lives here can afford for a 

you rent two weekends twice 

a month, you’ll never make 
it available for residents. I 
think that’s a problem.” 

He added, “I don’t know 
how we can overcome that.”

Mayor Sam Steidel said 
that 10 percent of the city’s 
housing stock is a “good 
number” of short-term rent-
als for the city. 

Councilor George Vetter 
said attempts to offset people 
using homes as short-term 

the wind.”
“I don’t think that we can 

expect to turn this town into a 
residential community where 
we don’t have people com-
ing here for second homes,” 
Vetter said. “It’s the nature of 
where we live.”

Rental rules need some tweaking
Rentals from Page 1A

Melissa 
Cadwallader

Wendy 
Higgins

CONSTRUCTION

CONSTRUCTION

MINI-STORAGE

LANDSCAPING

LANDSCAPING

REAL ESTATE

LANDSCAPING

PAINTING

HEATING & COOLING

BUSINESS
DIRECTORY

Laurelwood Farm

Laurelwood Compost • Mulch • Planting MacMix
Soil Amendments

34154 HIGHWAY 26
SEASIDE, OR

503-717-1454

YARD DEBRIS DROP-OFF
(no Scotch Broom)

Kevin Ellison
Broker

Cell: 503.836.2664
E-mail: KevinEllison@JohnLScott.com

Web: KevinEllison.JohnLScott.com

Tracey Ellison
Broker

Cell: 361.449.0850
E-mail: TEllison@JohnLScott.com

Web: TEllison.JohnLScott.com

BUYER REPRESENTATION

BOB MCEWAN CONSTRUCTION, INC.
EXCAVATION • UNDERGROUND UTIITIES

ROAD WORK • FILL MATERIAL

SITE PREPARATION • ROCK
OWNED AND OPERATED BY MIKE AND CELINE MCEWAN

SERVING THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST SINCE 1956 • CC48302

503-738-3569
34154 Hwy 26, Seaside, OR

P.O. Box 2845, Gearhart, OR

GARDENER
arcadia organic

landscaping & design

503.440.1491
arcadialandscaping@hotmail.com

lcb 9071

Licensed • Bonded • Insured

CCB# 89453

(503) 738-9989 • Cell (503) 440-2411 • Fax (503) 738-9337

PO Box 140 Seaside, Oregon 97138

Randy Anderson
36 Years Experience

Anderson Painting

www.andersonpainting.biz

“Custom Finishing”

Expert Service,
Repairs & Installation

Residential & Commercial
Gas, Oil & Electric Furnaces
Ductless Systems • Fireplaces

Water Heaters • Heat Pumps & AC
Commercial Refrigeration

Licensed & Bonded
Locally Owned & Operated

Cannon Beach, Oregon

503-440-6975
coastheating@gmail.com

C
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“Helping shape the character of Cannon Beach since 1973”

Residential • Commercial • Remodeling

New Construction • Storm Damage Repair

Full Service Custom Cabinet Shop

503.436.2235
www.coasterconstruction.com • CCB# 150126

Units Available

5’ x 10’ • 10’ x 10’

SPACE AVAILABLE

Contact Shawna at 503-436-2235

CANNON BEACH
MINI-STO� GE

CALL TODAY
for a FREE estimate
503.440.7051 or 503.440.6603

Martinez
Landscaping & 

Clean-up ServicesServing the Entire North Oregon Coast • www.WindermereOregonCoast.com

CANNON BEACH OFFICE
255 N. Hemlock, Ste. B1 • Cannon Beach, OR 97110

800/676-1176 • 503/436-1027

GEARHART OFFICE
588 Pacific Way  •  Gearhart, OR 97138

800/275-7773 • 503/738-8522

OWN THE VERY BEST AT THE BEACH
715 Oak, Cannon Beach

Ocean view masterpiece, designed & 
built by the best Oregon artisans with the 
finest materials. Perfection is waiting for 
you amid the every changing sounds and 
drama of the seascape.
CMLS#15-397 $1,695,000

Tina Chapman 503-440-9957

N E W  L I S T I N G

LIGHT BRIGHT AND AIRY
34020 Mallard Ave, Nehalem

With bedrooms and baths on both levels 
& open floor plan you will be less than 2 
miles to the Manzanita Beach, shopping 
and dining. FOR DETAILS CALL 1-800-
784-9541 EXT 738
CMLS#16-444 $219,000

Jackie Weber 503-440-2331

N E W  L I S T I N G

LOCATION AND VIEW!
1688 S Hemlock, Cannon Beach
Open, airy floor plan, beachy, light and 
bright with array of windows & light 
wood interior. FOR DETAILS CALL 
1-800-784-9541 EXT 699
CMLS#16-332 $895,000

Jackie Weber 503-440-2331

N E W  L I S T I N G

YOUR DREAM HOME IS WAITING
Watts Way #3100, Cannon Beach
Build your dream home on this ele-
vated lot with panoramic ocean views 
in the quiet southern area of the city. 
Utilities available at the street.
CMLS#16-494 $469,000

Karen Meili 503-440-5806

N E W  L I S T I N G

A TRUE OCEANFRONT MASTERPIECE
524 N Ash, Cannon Beach

Immerse yourself in the sound, sight 
& scent of the sea in this perfectly 
situated 4 bd, 4 ba light-filled home in 
the quiet north area.
CMLS#16-432 $1,490,000

Kate Merrell 503-739-2324

N E W  L I S T I N G

BUILD YOUR BEACH RETREAT!
Lot 1503 & 1502 Cherry St, Manzanita
Two lots in quiet serene wooded area 
out of tsunami zone with protected west 
and south common area. FOR DETAILS 
CALL 1-800-784-9541 EXT 728
CMLS#16-357 $124,000
CMLS#16-358 $119,000

Jackie Weber 503-440-2331

N E W  L I S T I N G

QUAINT, BEAUTIFUL, TURN KEY
574 N Laurel, Cannon Beach

Just one block to the beach, this fully fur-
nished 2 bd, 2 ba home is light & bright. 
Large deck, fenced yard, master on main. 
Kick off your shoes, it’s beach time!
CMLS#16-489 $495,000

Tina Chapman 503-440-9957

N E W  L I S T I N G

BEAUTIFULLY REMODELED
10445 Pine Ridge Drive, Manzanita
Great home for entertaining with fire-
place, large intimate back yard deck with 
fire pit, mature trees & foilage for privacy. 
3 bd, 2 ba. in gated community.
CMLS#16-383 $369,000

Tina Chapman 503-440-9957

N E W  L I S T I N G

AWARD WINNING & MAGNIFICENT
80292 Pacific Rd, Arch Cape

This jewel is your perfect beach getaway 
with stellar ocean views from every 
angle. Filled with light, charm & exquisite 
architectural details, it will take your 
breath away.
CMLS#16-449 $1,595,000

Kate Merrell 503-739-2324

N E W  L I S T I N G

CASTLE ROCK ESTATES
VL Big Cedar Court, Arch Cape
Nearly 1/3 acre with ocean view 
corridor and community beach path 
access under highway. FOR DETAILS 
CALL 1-800-784-9541 EXT 456
CMLS#16-491 $129,900

Jackie Weber 503-440-2331

N E W  L I S T I N G

COME TO THE BEACH & DO NOTHING
3864 S Hemlock St, Cannon Beach
This quality home beckons you with its warmth, 
charm, and comfort. Family and friends will 
gather after a full day of play, stretch out and 
enjoy the homeís spacious, light-filled spaces 
and inviting stone fireplace.
CMLS#15-319 $669,000

Kate Merrell 503-739-2324

N E W  P R I C E

GREAT LOT CLOSE TO THE OCEAN
Lot 6602 Pacific Ave, Cannon Beach
With an ocean view, this lot reaches from 
Pacific Avenue to Ocean Lane. Utilities 
at the street, elevated, secluded and in a 
neighborhood of lovely homes.
CMLS#16-117 $395,000

Karen Meili 503-440-5806

N E W  L I S T I N G


