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Five bills in Salem that could impact your life and your wallet

0 matter who you are, no mat-

| \ | ter what your political party,
there will be five weeks in

Salem this year that could affect your
life and pocketbook for years to come.

Oregon’s 2016 legislative session
is under way and is set to tackle some
huge issues. Once a bill is passed and
the governor signs it, it’s out of our
hands and in your laps.

Let’s consider a few of these issues:
Minimum wage, increasing corporate
taxes and the continued sorry condi-
tion of our roads and transportation in-
frastructure. They are interconnected.

A tangential issue is affordable
housing. Despite all the attention de-
voted to Portland’s housing problems,
it is a problem in many parts of the
state. (Pendleton now has a commuter
culture.) Like family-wage jobs, afford-
able housing cannot be created by sim-
ply having the legislature pass a bill.

It’s no secret that America’s middle
class is diminishing. With the loss of
the timber industry, you could say Or-
egon has been one of the leaders in los-
ing family-wage jobs. The state has yet
to successfully replace the jobs we lost.

Now here we are in 2016 pinning
too many hopes on an increase in the
minimum wage. Could it help some
people? Yes, but in a small, temporary
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Council playing fast and
loose with regulations

The question of whether or not
Jeff Nicholson should be allowed to
proceed with his Planned Unit Devel-
opment (PUD) on North Laurel has
been ongoing since late 2014. The
Cannon Beach Planning Commission
has now recommended denial three
times!

In February 2015, the Cannon
Beach City Council ignored Plan-
ning Commission’s 6-1 denial vote
and preliminarily approved the de-
velopment. Last month, the Planning
Commission was asked again to de-
termine if the application is complete
and conforms to the rules and zoning
requirement for PUD’s. The commis-
sion again ruled (unanimously 6-0)
that the application was NOT com-
plete, does NOT conform to current
laws and does NOT meet the clear
requirements for PUD’s. Their objec-
tions were numerous: Mr. Nicholson
has not provided a required perfor-
mance bond, he has not established
a required Homeowners Association
to maintain the 125 foot long, 10 foot
tall concrete retaining wall, driveway,
or shared common spaces; he has not
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Increasing the

price of fuel and
electricity will hardly
help Oregonians —
especially those living
on minimum wage.

way. Most employers are not fat cats.
They will pass on the costs through
higher prices on goods and services. A
new, higher minimum wage will not
go as far as supporters claim. It will
not translate into family-wage jobs.
Nevertheless, there’s a famous rule
in politics that says you never vote
against a minimum wage in an election
year. Gov. Kate Brown has put forth a
compromise proposal to gradually in-
crease the minimum wage, and vary it
according to the cost of living in the
Portland metro area vs. elsewhere.

provided required detailed building
plans for any of the four houses; he
has not provided a required detailed
landscape plan; he has not provid-
ed required building elevations; one
vague note plans one house to violate
the maximum elevation permitted;
and he has not provided a final geo-
tech report, a vitally important part of
developing the steeply sloped land.

This is not just a neighborhood
issue; it is a blatant disregard for
the never-used-before city codes for
Planned Unit Developments and zon-
ing regulations already in existence in
Cannon Beach. It would set a danger-
ous precedent for the city not to en-
force its codes, as they exist, to ignore
the recommendations of its Planning
Commission and to allow this de-
veloper to proceed when any other
developer would have to conform to
existing laws. You may be weary of
hearing about this issue as it has been
ongoing for many months, but just
know your City Council is playing
fast and loose with the regulations that
are in place to protect you and your
neighborhood, and that you look away
at your own peril.

If you wish to participate in deci-
sions regarding future development

Her plan would eventually increase
today’s minimum wage of $9.25 an
hour to $14.50 in the Portland area
and $13.25 everywhere else by 2022.
The first raise would take effect in July
when both the Portland and statewide
rates would rise to $9.75. After the top
rate is reached in 2022, future increas-
es would be indexed to inflation.

Like all compromises, everybody
gets a little bit of what they want, and
nobody gets everything. The alter-
native to Brown’s compromise is a
ballot measure that, if passed, would
almost immediately jump the top
minimum wage to $15. It would be a
knockout punch to some businesses.

That’s not an exaggeration when
you consider that lawmakers may
face another ultimatum: Measure 28
raising the corporate minimum taxes
on gross receipts. If the legislature
doesn’t pass it, supporters promise to
place it on the ballot.

It’s popular to attack anything cor-
porate, but corporations are not the en-
emy. Corporations employ thousands
of people in Oregon. If you have a
retirement plan, whether through the
public or private sector, you may need
corporate profits to bring you a return
on your investments. In economics, so
much is interrelated.

in Cannon Beach, you can make your
voice heard by attending the City
Council meeting on March 1 when
the council will make its final ruling
whether or not this project can go
forward. Please support the efforts to
have this application denied, either
by speaking up or by submitting your
testimony in writing prior to that date.
The Planning Commission has again
done their due diligence and their
opinion should not be marginalized
by the City Council. This is a vital
issue for our beautiful city and all its
concerned residents.

Lucinda Hayes

Cannon Beach

Planning Commission has
strayed with actions

I have visited Cannon Beach with
my family for decades, as it is our
favorite place to go for our vacations
and long weekends. As I have been
in the building industry for much of
my career [ have followed, with great
interest, Mr. Nicholson’s almost two-
year battle to gain legal approval to
build modest homes within the estab-
lished character of the neighborhood.

I watched with amazement the
Jan. 28 City of Cannon Beach Plan-

ARE YOU PREPARED FOR A MAJOR DISASTER?

I know it’s outrageous to read
about the excessive salaries of some
members of the corporate echelon.
Measure 28 doesn’t target them. The
public sparring over Measure 28 has
already begun with some opponents
calling it a hidden sales tax. Others
have dubbed it the PERS tax, because
they assume the money is intended to
pay for public employee pensions.

Voters are understandably distrust-
ful. State government has made some
costly mistakes ranging from Cover
Oregon to the current investigation into
the Department of Energy for allegedly
price-fixing business energy tax credits.

It will be tough for many voters
to find time to study the fine print of
Measure 28, and it will be impossible
for Oregon legislators to do justice
to this complicated subject in a five-
week session. If we are going to re-
write tax policy, we better get it right.
Sometimes we no sooner pass legisla-
tion into law, and the misgivings start.

Remember what happened last
year? The legislature passed a “Ban
the Box” law restricting employers
from asking job applicants about their
criminal histories. Now this year we
are confronted with the news that the
entire staff at Give Us This Day, a
Portland foster care facility, had crim-

ning Commission meeting as the
commissioners showed what ap-
peared to be complete contempt for
the laws of the State of Oregon, the
building code of the city, and the pro-
fessional staff of Cannon Beach. The
Planning Commission at that meeting
had one duty in the matter, to verify
that the final plan was substantially
similar to the preliminary plan, which
had been previously approved by the
city council, and later upheld by the
State of Oregon Land Use Board of
Appeals. The commissioners did not
even acknowledge, let alone perform,
their clearly defined duty and instead
took it upon themselves to debate a
ruling by the State of Oregon LUBA,
as if LUBA has no jurisdiction over
the Planning Commission. The com-
missioners continued down their
rabbit trail by deciding to unilateral-
ly change the City’s Building Codes
by trying to assert themselves as an
impromptu Design Review Board for
Mr. Nicholson’s plan.

I love Cannon Beach and I truly
believe that it is worth defending.
However, the actions of the Planning
Commission have strayed very far
from defending the wonderful charm
of Cannon Beach, devolving into a
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inal records. It’s enough to make you
wonder why we needed Ban the Box.

Then there’s last year’s major dis-
appointment — a failure to develop
a statewide transportation package
to repair crumbling roads. Taxing
everyone for road improvements is
fair. What isn’t fair is hitting ordinary
citizens twice as hard, and that’s what
would have happened without a re-
peal of the low-carbon fuel standard.

Reducing the amount of carbon
allowed in fuel will increase the price
of gasoline. It will unfairly hit low-
er-income people by forcing them to
subsidize the owners of electric cars
and plug-in hybrids. A repeal of the
low-carbon fuel standard would have
signaled a willingness to compromise
on a transportation package.

It didn’t happen. A transportation
package may remain illusive for an-
other year. Worse, environmental
groups are now demanding the legis-
lature phase out all power produced
by coal, inside or outside of Oregon,
and replace it with more costly op-
tions that may not significantly ben-
efit the environment.

Increasing the price of fuel and
electricity will hardly help Orego-
nians — especially those living on
minimum wage.

witch-hunt unbecoming of such a
wonderful community.

Dave Fitzhugh

Oregon City

Support refuges

I’'m writing to express my support for
the people of Harney County, the Mal-
heur National Wildlife Refuge, as well
as our local Haystack Rock, which itself
is part of the Oregon Island National
Wildlife Refuge.

In Southeastern Oregon, armed out-
siders advocating for their own selfish
agenda have overtaken the county, the
people of Burns and the refuge for sev-
eral weeks now. The lives of the citizens
have been seriously disrupted. Financial
damages mount. The uniqueness of that
refuge is being trashed daily.

Clatsop is a rural, though coastal,
county. Imagine the chaos that would
ensue in our communities if an armed
group overtook Cannon Beach and the
Rock. It is not that far-fetched. Who
thought a group such as Bundy and
company would set up housekeeping at
the Malheur Refuge?

National wildlife refuges belong to
all Americans.

Melissa Cadwallader
Cannon Beach

The City of Cannon Beach and Oregon Oﬁice
of Emergency Management are hosting a free
event on March 3rd to help you get READY!

PRESENTERS & TOPICS

Brant Kucera,
City Manager/Emergency Manager: The City Emergency Management
Program: Community READY.

Althea Rizzo,
Oregon Office of Emergency
Management:

Update on Cannon Beach Hazards
and How to be READY.

Mayor Sam Steidel: How to be READY with your

Go-Bags.

Lila Wickham,
Medical Reserve Corps Coordinator Cannon Beach Medical Reserve

Corps: Response and
READINESS.

LOCATION: Chamber of Commerce

207 N Spruce Street,
Cannon Beach, Oregon

TIME: 5:30 -7:00 pm

For more information or questions contact:
Colleen Riggs at riggs@ci.cannon-beach.or.us

FORUM IS FREE

UNSURPASSED OCEAN FRONT SECLUSION

31849 Shingle Mill Ln, Arch Cape

Truly a one-of-a-kind wall of windows

ocean view home in secluded area.

FOR DETAILS CALL 1-800-784-9541

EXT 220

CMLS#16-94 $1,999,900
Jackie Weber 503-440-2331

GREAT LOT CLOSE TO THE OCEAN
Lot 6602 Pacific Ave, Cannon Beach
With an ocean view, this lot reaches
from Pacific Avenue to Ocean Lane.
Utilities at the street, elevated,
secluded and in a ne|ghborhood of
lovely homes.
CMLS#16-117 $395,000
Karen Meili 503-440-5806

NEW L ISTIN G
UNLIMITED OCEAN VIEWS
16 Meadow Loop, Neah-Kah-Nie

Build your dream home on “by far

the best ocean view lots on the north

coast,” Protective CC&R’s, all utilities

installed, gated community.

CMLS#16-46 $299,000
Chuck Overton 503-440-2653

UPSCALE OCEAN VIEW BUILDING SITE
32 Braeridge Dr, NeahKahNie
Your new dream home is waiting for
your personal touches in this Neah-
Kahnie Meadow neighborhood high
above the surfl
CMLS#16-58 $207,700
Chuck Overton 503-440-2653

CANNON BEACH OFFICE
255 N. Hemlock, Ste. B1 = Gannon Beach, OR 97110
800/676-1176 = 503/436-1027 O]

RARE PRESIDENTIAL STREET LOCATION
163 W Washington St, Cannon Beach

Ocean living area View just 200’ to the

beach and 1 block to town. 2 decks + patio.

Cozy ambiance, monitored security. Too

many amenities to listt FOR DETAILS CALL

1-800-784-9541 EXT 200

CMLS#16-8 $1,430,000
Jackie Weber 503-440-2331

IMMENSE WHITEWATER VIEW
140 Watts Way, Cannon Beach
Dream of the beach home you will
build on this level lot by the ocean.
Property corners flagged, building
footprlnt marked for maximum ocean

ewW.
CML$#15 -1446 $329,000
Karen Meili 503-440-5806

OWN A PIECE OF HOMESTEADING HISTORY
VL Hwy 101, Cannon Beach
Magnificent 5-acre parcel has been in the
family for generations. Near the spectacular,
unspoiled Arcadia Beach's tranquil beauty.
CMLS#15-1312 $265,000
Kate Merrell 503-739-2324
Darel Grothaus 503-717-2814

3 & A L
NEW LISTING
CASTLE ROCK OCEAN VIEW
35 Buena Vista, Arch Cape
Nearly 1/3 acre pie shaped and cleared

building site with plans available for a
custom home. FOR DETAILS CALL1-
800-784-9541 EXT ??7?
CMLS#16-29 $199,999
Jackie Weber 503-440-2331

Eﬁﬂ?

FOUR COTTAGES BY THE SEA
180 Coos, Cannon Beach

Located just across the street from

the ocean front, corner lot. FOR

DETAILS CALL 1-800-784-9541

EXT 789

CMLS#16-93 $449,999
Jackie Weber 503-440-2331

PREMIUM RESIDENTIAL BUILDING SITE
14 Meadow Loop, NeahkahNie
NeahKahNie Meadow building sites
all have spectacular ocean views, with
paved streets, all utilities installed,
gated, protected CC&R's.
CMSL#16-59 $325,000
Chuck Overton 503-440-2653

CANNON BEACH RIDGE CONDO
420 Elk Creek Rd #201, Cannon Beach
Quiet & sunny 2 br, 1 ba unit just
minutes away from Haystack Rock &
downtown. Plenty of off-street parking
and nearby hiking trails.
CMLS#15-373 $209,000
Tina Chapman 503-440-9957

NEW LISTING
THE LODGES AT CANNON BEACH
132 E Surfcrest, Cannon Beach
Come discover a new way to vacation!
Relax in a fully furnished 3 bd, 2 ba
townhouse, gourmet kitchen & fireplaces.
Fractional Ownership - 1/12 share.
CMLS#16-62  $89,000-$109,000

Steve Crane 503-440-6310

GEARHART OFFIGE
988 Pacific Way = Gearhart, OR 97138
800/275-7773 = 503/738-8522

Serving the Entire North Oregon Coast » www.WindermereOregonCoast.com




