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By Andrew Tonry

For Cannon Beach Gazette

There’s a shiny new truck 
at the  re stati n

n anuary  the ann n 
each ura  ire r tec

ti n istrict we c e  a 
cust ui t  t n  

un  hun
re h rse wer ierce r

r w T a er int  the ay
hristene  a er 

 the e art ent’s  a
shi  ehic e wi  e n ca  
y i e ruary

The $755,000 truck was 
ai  r y a ta  e y  t 

re aces a  eck te
es uirt

esi es the  eck’s 
increasin  aintenance c sts 
an  insurance c ncerns, a
er ’s ri ary se in  
int was its 75 t e ten

a e a er  ith si ni  
cant y increase  hei ht an  
ran e, ann n each  re
 hters say they can reach 

the t   any ui in  in 
t wn

That wasn’t the case with 
the  truck, which was i
ite  in its reach, es ecia y 
critica  at h te s an  ar er 
h es  nce y u were ut
si e the c a se ne y u 
c u n’t reach,  ieutenant 

te en n sai  are y 
s e ne w u  e u  that 
a er  

The new a er, with 
t ri e  e tensi n, wi er 

ste s, uar  rai s, e ui ent 
unts an  an interc , can 

carry u  t  750 un s  
This is the sh rtest truck 

y u can et with a 75 t 
aeria ,  n sai  

s sh rt as it is, a er 
 are y  ts un erneath 

the stati n’s ay rs  t 
s uee es in ecause it was 
ui t t  e actin  s eci  ca

ti ns
This is cust  a  the 

way,  n sai  ith the 
si e  ur streets, we want
e  a c act truck with the 
i est a er we c u  et

There are th usan s 
u n th usan s  ti ns,  
he c ntinue  The sky’s the 
i it  u et a hu e k 

 s ecs  it has e erythin  
r  the r nt win shie  t  

rear u er
The  truck ha   ttin s 

r three water h ses  a er 
 su rts si  an  a s 

increase  en th  t u s 
u  t  ,500 a ns er in
ute, an  has the ca a i ity t  
s ray tw  kin s   re retar
ant a  

a er  e ys 

ri ht, w wer  
i hts, a re ern an  

r ust c unicati ns sys
te , increase  ca  si e an  

carryin  ca acity, enhance  
sa ety eatures an  an aut

atic trans issi n
t ri es ike a rea ,  

ieutenant T  isner sai
The ehic e an  its s ec

i  cati ns were se ecte  y 
isner, n, a n  with 

ther unteers an  r er 
ire hie  ike a er  e

s ite the a ure  urther 
ti ns, isner an  n say 

a er  c ntains n y 
the essentia s  

e ke t this thin  as 
s i  an  tri  as ssi e,  

n sai  e sa e  as 
uch ney as ssi e   

ri s
asse  n were ti ns 

ike c uter c ntr e  a
er ckin  an  an n ar  
enerat r  n the case  the 
enerat r, they a e  a uch 

chea er, han he  e  n 
the case  the e ectr nic 

ckin , it ust see e  ri
us

e n’t e en ha e 
air c n iti nin  n this 
truck,  n sai  That 
sa e  $ ,000

The ierce ran  was ch
sen, in art, ecause  the 
accessi i ity  an auth ri e  
ser ice center in u ene  

ur  eck truck was 
the ast  their ine e re 
they went ankru t,  n 
sai  There was n  act ry 
su rt

The e art ent’s en ine 

 a s a er water u er 
with ut a a er  is a s  a 

ierce
n e i ery, the anu

acturer sent a re resentati e
r t  c n uct a ay  train

in  urther instructi n in 
a er erati n wi  w

nyti e y u et ar un
the a er the hu e risk is 

wer ines,  interi  hie  
i  tearns sai  t has t  
e in their in s  here 

are th se erhea  wer 
ines ’

The entirety  the ri ar
i y a unteer rce wi  
e entua y ec e  uent in
the new truck’s erati n

n a unteer e art
ent ike this e ery ne has 

t  kn w a  the i erent 
r es,  tearns sai  e 
stri e r e ery y t  e n
the sa e a e, ecause y u 

n’t kn w wh  is in  t  
sh w u  n a ca

t wi  ake ur s eas
ier,  n sai  This he s
ri e the a  etween er

s nne  an  ca a i ities
e  want t  thank 

the c unity r the te 
t  ass this,  tearns a e  

t’s a reat iece  a a
ratus that u ht t  ser e this 
c unity r the ne t 5 
years r s
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Ladder 3249 extends reach for Cannon Beach Rural Fire Protection District.

June timeline for 
hire ‘is very doable,’ if 
board isn’t derailed

By Andrew Tonry

For Cannon Beach Gazette

 e erythin  es acc r in  t  
an, the ann n each ura  ire 
r tecti n istrict ar   irec

t rs h es t  hire an  insta  a new 
ire hie  y une 

The ti e ine, r se  at a 
 w rk sessi n Tues ay, an  , 
ea es itt e ar in r err r

 think its ery a e,  sai  
interi  hie  i  tearns, wh  
wi  ea  the search  ut it’s in  
t  e a ery usy ti e in here

The ti e ine a s  su ses that 
an n in  e rt t  reca  three 

ar  e ers  inc u in  the 
ar  resi ent  es n t erai  

the r cess
The une  tar et ate c in

ci es with the  c nc usi n  tea
rns’  si nth c ntract  h u  a 
new chie  ai  t  ateria i e in that 
ti e, tearns sai  he w u  re ain 
a ai a e

’  n t nna wa k  an  
ea e y u hi h an  ry,  tearns 

t  the ar
This wi  e tearn s’ thir  ti e 

irectin  a chie ’s hir in  e re 
retirin  as a u ti e chie  in 

er ist n, tearns un  his re
ace ent  n  in a situati n si

i ar t  the ne in ann n each, 
tearns e  a search in ue i

er whi e actin  as interi  chie

A little bit of everything
n ui e ines ut rth y tea

rns an  ech e  y the ar , an

n n each’s ne t  re chie  wi  
nee  t   a itt e it  e erythin

ince arri in  in ann n each 
in e er, tearns ca e u  
with a sayin  t  escri e  the  re 
e art ent’s yria  res nsi i i

ties   y u can sh t it, tas e it r 
cu  it, ca  the c s,  tearns sai  

ire es e erythin  e se
y  rst ay here, we t is

atche  r a tree acr ss the hi h
way,  tearns sai  here  c e 
r ,   th u ht , why are we in  
ut n a tree ’  

The reas n uick y eca e 
c ear  i  the  re e art ent 
i n’t re e the tree, it i ht 

a ect their a i ity t  e ecti e y 
res n  t  a ca  in that area  The 
near y a unteer ann n each 
 ire  e art ent a s  assists in wa
ter rescues, e er ency e ica  re
s nses  an  re

ut the esire  ua i  cati ns 
r a new chie   we  ey n  

his c etence in the  e  ar  

e ers sai  they wante  s e
ne wh  c u  write rants, ins ire 

unteers, han e a s ate  a
inistrati e uties, inter ace with 

the c unity an  re
 think in a e art ent this si e 

y u nee  e ery y t  e res nse 
ca a e,  tearns sai  hen the 
whist e ws, we’re a   re  ht
ers  The a inistrati n si e has t  
e ne c n  ent y an  we

e nee  s e y wh  es 
th,  sai  ar   resi ent har n 
y e

n ther ua i  cati n  a s th, 
reassurin  resence  

u ic re ati ns is in  t  e 
hu e r a whi e,  tearns sai  in 
a n  t  the c ntinue  u ic ur r 

er the  rin   re i us  hie  
ike a er an  the ensuin  reca  

e rt

Filling the post
tearns an  the ar  a s  is

cusse  i erent ways t    the 

siti n  n er c nsi erati n are
a u ti e chie   uent with a

inistrati e w rk, an  art ti e 
chie  with a inistrati e su rt  

we er, the  ta  e y un in
the chie ’s sa ary is n y a cate

r a sin e e yee  the chie
T  ear ark th se r ust ne

siti n an  a ehic e, y u’ e 
kin   tie  y urse  wn,  tea
rns t  the ar  The  e y re

ains in ace unti  0 7
tearns a s  iscusse  with the

ar  the u s an  wns  hirin
in this articu ar ca e

e’re in  t  attract a  chie
t  a s a  e art ent ike this 
that’s either a  rst ti e  chie  an
usin  this as a ste in  st ne,  

tearns sai  r y u et s e
y n the way wn that’s 

wantin  t  retire n the re n 
 ast ut n t rea y t  uit w rk
in  That c u  e a w n er u  
 n , ut it’s t t  e the ri ht 
 n

 think y u’re n t in  t  at
tract a i career ers n here at 
that sa ary ran e,  tearns a e
The  u ti e sa ary ere  is in 
the nei h rh   $70,000, 
which esn’t inc u e an a i
ti na  $ 5,000 t $ 0,000 s ent 
n insurance an  ene  ts

tearns an  the ar  h e t  
 cia y ann unce the enin  

 e    n this ti e ine they wi
a ertise  unti  arch 5, an  e
in inter iews in i ri

r  his c nnecti ns with  re
e art ents thr u h ut the state,
tearns has a rea y een uerie  

a ut the enin
e’ e t three ia e can i

ates a rea y intereste  in the 
siti n,  tearns sai   think we’
ha e a wh e t re

Cannon Beach seeks fi re chief who can do it all
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Cannon Beach Rural Fire Protection District Board member Garry 
Smith, left , and  interim  Chief Jim Stearns discuss hiring a new fi re 
chief. 

esi ents ha e e en e  the r
er chie  an  c aine  a ut the 

way a er was treate  y  re is
trict irect rs, wh  cke  hi  ut 

 his  ce the rnin  a ter his 
is issa

arry ith, a ar  irect r, 
escri e  the  rin  as strict y 
usiness, n t ers na ,  an  ther 
irect rs uesti ne  a er’s a
inistrati e ski s

usan euwirth, a ann n 
each resi ent, has  e  a reca  
etiti n t  re e three  the 
ar ’s  e irect rs  resi ent 

har n y e, ith an  in a 
eck weeney

i  tearns,  er ist n, is 
ser in  as interi   re chie  The 
 re istrict ar  h es t  hire a 

new chie  y une
cc r in  t  a er’s awsuit, 

ar  irect rs c n ucte  a er r
ance e a uati n in the  rst uarter 
 ast year that was ery critica   
a er’s w rk

a er c ai e   irect rs, in ar
ticu ar, chastise  hi  r a win  
his wi e t  critici e ar  irect rs 
n s cia  e ia an  ther c
ents

a er sai  the ar  set a s 
r hi  t  acc ish y e

er that were i ssi e t  tain  
within that   ti e ra e an  then in
tenti na y create  a h sti e w rk 
en ir n ent  e re his  rin

a er sai  he has su ere  ir
re ara e in ury t  his usiness an  
ers na  re utati n, an  wi  ha e 

seri us i  cu ty  n in  su stitute 
e y ent, articu ar y in the 
s a  c asta  c unity in which 
he resi es

Lawsuit
Balzar from Page 1A

Meet LADDER 3249
The department’s fl agship vehicle

‘A great piece of apparatus’
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Interim Chief Jim Stearns, Lt. Steven Moon and Lt. Tom 
Misner.


