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THE NATIONAL AWARD-WINNING

By Dani Palmer

Cannon Beach Gazette

It could happen to any-
one, anywhere, but there are 
steps one can take to prevent 
being scammed over the 
phone. 

In Cannon Beach, police 
logged two incidents in Oc-
tober. The first occurred on 
Oct. 13. A caller claiming to 
be from the Cannon Beach 
Police Department offered 
the resident a free security 
camera installation.

She declined and called 
the police. “The citizen did 
the right thing and called us 
to verify,” Police Chief Ja-
son Schermerhorn said.

The other happened on 
Oct. 18 and ended with 
credit card fraud. A caller 
reporting to be a front desk 

hotel worker told the citizen 
the hotel’s computer system 
had crashed and that they 
needed to reconfirm credit 
card information.

The credit card was lat-
er used on Lowe’s website. 
That case hasn’t been re-
solved yet, Schermerhorn 
said. 

According to the Nation-
al Consumers League, signs 
of fraud include pressure to 
act immediately, a refusal to 
send information in writing, 
scare tactics and demands 
to send payment by wire or 
courier.

Schermerhorn said it’s 
best to ask for a call back 
number and person to con-
tact for verification. “Most 
times, they will hang up 
when you ask them this,” he 
said.

The National Consumers 
League also suggests peo-
ple call the companies these 
callers claim to be with for 
confirmation.

“What we tell people is 
to avoid giving out personal 
information or banking in-
formation over the phone,” 
Schermerhorn said.

Other popular scams in-
clude IRS and prize claims.

In one IRS scam, callers 
claim to be IRS employ-
ees, using fake names and 
badge numbers to convince 
the target they owe money 
to the IRS and that “it must 
be paid promptly through 
a pre-loaded debit card or 
wire transfer,” according to 
the IRS. 

“If the victim refuses 
to cooperate, they are then 
threatened with arrest, de-

portation or suspension of a 
business or driver’s license,” 
irs.gov states. “In many cas-
es, the caller becomes hos-
tile and insulting.”

According to the Fair 
Trade Commission, scam-
mers may claim a victim 
has won an overseas lottery 
or low cost vacation, and 
ask for funds to offset offer 
costs.

Schermerhorn said many 
scams “occur overseas to 
the U.S, so there is no way 
to trace them.”

The Cannon Beach Po-
lice Department typically 
handles 20 to 30 cases per 
year.

“They are very rarely re-
solved,” Schermerhorn said, 
“because they are so hard to 
find out where they originat-
ed.”

Phone scams hit Cannon Beach residentsNov. 2

3:59 a.m. Spruce Street and East Adams: traffic complaint. A 

tree fell into the roadway and blocked the street. The area was 

marked with traffic cones and Public Works was notified for tree 

removal. No observed damage to surrounding vehicles or structures. 

Nov. 3

7:20 a.m. 1300 block of Cascara Lane: disturbance. 

Nov. 5

9:30 p.m. 400 block of Elk Creek Road: suspicious circumstances. 

An officer responded to report of a suspicious vehicle in the area 

and contacted two subjects who were told to move on.

Nov. 6

8:36 p.m. 4000 block of South Ocean Avenue: minor in possession. 

An officer responded to a report of people at a residence who were not 

supposed to be there and found a minors in possession party. Cases were 

referred to the Juvenile Department and Clatsop County Circuit Court. 

Nov. 7

12:32 p.m. Sunset Boulevard and Highway 101: traffic complaint. 

Police received report of vehicles lined up at the Sunset exit, getting 

out of their vehicles and approaching an elk herd. There were hazard 

concerns and citizens were advised.

There were nine cases of illegal camping from Nov. 1 to Nov. 7.
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DOWNTOWN
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 Book online at:   www.highlife-adventures.com

 503.861.9875
 92111 H IGH  L IFE  R OAD , W ARRENTON

 N ow  A vailable!

 Give the Gift of

 Gift Certificates
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 High Life
 Adventures!

 w ith

 GIFT  GIFT 
 CERTIFICATES CERTIFICATES

 Twinkle Tours 5PM every Saturday through January!
 Celebrate your holiday party with a zip line tour!

 Group Rates Available
 Open Year Round • Reservations Required

 Alaina Giguiere
 Owner /Principal Broker

 c: 503.440.3202

 f: 877.812.1126

 e: alainagiguiere@mac.com

 Marty Giguiere
 Owner /Broker

 c: 503.440.7676

 o: 503.436.1777

 e: mr007@pacifier.com

 “Real Estate standards for those with ‘Higher’ Expectations.    above the crowd!”

 Coastal Advantage
 “Our Featured Properties” • Please visit our website to view all our properties!

 Egrane Brown
 Broker

 c: 503.440.1648

 e: egranebrown@gmail.com

 Susan Tone
 Broker

 c: 503.354.4072

 e: suanetone@nehalemtel.net

 1868 PACIFIC ST.

 Cannon Beach • $3,400,000

 OCEANVIEW MASTERPIECE

 Cannon Beach • $949,000

 180 ARBOR

 Cannon Beach • $212,000

 SALE
 PENDING

 THE HARRISON HOTEL

 Cannon Beach • $749,000

 SOLD

 89287 PINEHURST RD

 Gearhart • $995,000

 238 VISTA DEL MAR

 Cannon Beach • $599,000

 9030 WINDWARD

 Manzanita • $399,000

 4488 S HEMLOCK

 Cannon Beach • $649,000

 1741 FOREST LAWN

 Cannon Beach • $875,000

 644 SPRUCE

 Cannon Beach • $365,000

 3664 S HEMLOCK

 Cannon Beach • $398,000

 Maryann Sinkler
 Broker

 c. 503.440.9280

 e: maryanns@remax.net

 OCEAN FRONT COTTAGE

 Arch Cape • $720,000

 767 S HEMLOCK

 Cannon Beach • $399,000

 NEW LISTING  SALE
 PENDING

 1345 CASCARA LANE

 Cannon Beach • $249,000

 SALE
 PENDING

 780 OAK ST.

 Cannon Beach • $2,650,000

 25 PORTLAND

 Manzzanita • $724,000

 820 13TH AVE

 Seaside • $178,000

 Andrea Mace
 Broker

 c. 503-440-4024

 e: Andrea.k.mace@remax.net

 SCAN
 HERE
 to go
 to our 

 website

 620 OCEAN RD

 Manzanita • $895,000

 1395 DOOLEY LN

 Gearhart • $299,000

 9195 PELICAN

 Manzanita • $307,800

 9095 PELICAN

 Manzanita • 1/4 Share $130,000

 3648 E CHINOOK AVE

 Cannon Beach • $399,950

 /REMAXCoastalAdvantage

 Jason Wallis
 Broker

 c. 503-440-7779

 e: Jasonwallis@remax.net 503.436.1777

 NICE OCEAN VIEWS

 Cannon Beach • $995,000

 219 N. Hemlock  in Downtown  Cannon Beach  503.436.1777
 430 Laneda  in Downtown  Manzanita  503.368.1777

 Member of 2 MLS Systems Each office is independently owned & operated

 www.CoastalAdvantage.com

 NOW WITH 2 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU!

 Coastal Advantage.com

 “THE #1 
 TRUSTED 
 NAME IN 

 REAL 
 ESTATE!”

 Baby, it’
s 

 cold outsid
e.

 14TH AND DUANE IN THE 
 HISTORIC ASTOR HOTEL
 ASTORIA  11-5 Weds-Sun

 info@doeandarrow.com

 women & men’s 
 clothing boutique 

 & vinyl record shop


