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Cannon Beachebrate the Four of July

Visitors fill
restaurants,
hotels over
holiday

By Dani Palmer

Cannon Beach Gazette

The Independence Day
celebration in Cannon
Beach includes long-run-
ning community tradi-
tions, but more visitors
are stopping by to partake
in it.

It’s hard to gauge just
how many stepped foot in
the town of about 1,690
during the Fourth of July
weekend, but Chamber of
Commerce Executive Di-
rector Courtland Carrier
noted there were at least
300 a day based on those
who came into the Visitor
Center seeking informa-
tion, a slight increase from
last year.

And nearly every bed-
and-breakfast, hotel room
and camping spot in Can-
non Beach was occupied
— 1,700 rooms overall.

Carrier actually had to
refer some motorcyclists
to Tillamook one evening.

Only the two most ex-
pensive rooms, costing
more than $500 a night,
didn’t sell out, he said.

“That’s getting very,
very busy,” he added.

Jerry Martin, gener-
al manager of the Surf-
sand Resort and Wayfarer
Restaurant and Lounge,
said they beat last year’s
numbers. He noted that
the restaurant’s business
really picked up on Thurs-
day and that there was
anywhere from a 15 to 45
minute wait at any given
time during the holiday
weekend.

The Wayfarer can hold
about 140 people inside
and an additional 50 or
so outside. Martin added
that many on the Fourth
came from Seaside, when
the area was hit by a pow-
er outage caused by a

meftallic-skinned helium
balloon that got caught in
a main substation trans-
former.

George Vetter, who
owns Village Centre fea-
turing shops like A&J’s
Ice Cream Plus and Ocean
Spa, said many Cannon
Beach businesses declared
it a good weekend.

“It couldn’t have been
better,” he said, with the
nice weather.

Carrier also pointed to
the weather — it was nice
on the beach, but scorch-
ing hot in the valley — as
a factor.

Cannon Beach’s big
event was the annual
Fourth of July parade,
run by American Legion
Post 168. It got its start in
1993 when residents Bob
and Nancy Teagle decided
there needed to be an In-
dependence Day celebra-
tion. Bob has since died.
but Nancy is still a mem-
ber of the Legion.

“It’s just blossomed
over the years,” American
Legion’s Patrick Hegrenes
said.

Post Commander Dan
O’Reilly couldn’t partici-
pate due to injury, but his
wife, Carla, sold beads and
trinkets in front of the Le-
gion. She watched “people
step off the curb and join”
in what Hegrenes called
a celebration of “ultimate
Americano.”

He added that anyone
could participate, which
makes “you feel good and
proud.”

Nancy Teagle said she
thought this year’s parade
“was better than ever,”
filled with people, dogs,
cars and “lots of patrio-
tism.”

She added that Amer-
ican Legion Post 168 is
determined to get Cannon
Beach’s military flyover
back next year. The fly-
over had been eliminated
because of a lack of fund-

ing.
Hegrenes noted that
397 people officially

Crowds throng the Cannon Beach Fourth of July parade.

signed up for the parade
this year, but that there
“had to be well over 400
with those who joined in
as the celebration rolled
through downtown.

“It was a very good
turnout,” he said. “It was
one of the bigger parades
we’ve had.”

Mo’s Seafood had a
big float and the Jackson
Street Chair Clacking Bri-
gade entertained with a
drummer and aluminum
lawn chairs.

Visitors from the val-
ley, surrounding states
and beyond began arriving
Thursday.

“We get a huge vari-
ety of visitors,” Carrier
said, noting there was a
minimum of 11 languages
spoken over the weekend.
“We get a lot of diversity, a
lot of people from all over
the world. They come be-
cause Cannon Beach does
have a good reputation.”

Sen. Ron  Wyden
stopped by on Sunday

during a tour of Travel
Oregon’s Seven Wonders.
Tables were packed out-
side restaurants and shops
filled, Carrier said.

The chamber is work-
ing on getting an idea of
how much is poured into
the local economy over
the Fourth of July week-
end. Carrier said that in-
cludes the possibility of
a credit card survey next
year to see where dollars
are spent.

While fraffic can be-
come a headache with
all the tourists, Hegrenes
noted that small coast-
al towns would “be like

ghost towns” without
them.
Despite the surplus

of people, the weekend
was relatively quiet. The
Cannon Beach Police De-
partment said there were
about 20 calls of fire-
works on the beach result-
ing in confiscations and a
few people were told to
move from noncamping

spots, but no big arrests.
There were two DUIISs.
Matt Gardner, training of-
ficer with the Cannon Beach
Fire Protection District, said
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the holiday was “overall un-
eventful” for them.

“I thought it was just
a great weekend,” Carrier
said.

PELICAN

BREWING COMPANY

Phil the Pelican is coming to Cannon Beach!

HIRING NOW

Kitchen & Restaurant
Managers

Start training NOW in Pacific City and open our
new Brew Pub in Cannon Beach in 2016.
Competitive Wages, 401K, Benefits, Vacation
Pelican Brewing Company
Pacific City, Oregon
503-965-7779 ext. 307
www.yourlittlebeachtown.com/jobs
employment@pelicanbrewing.com

Providence North Coast Clinic-Cannon Beach

Exceptional care, close to home.

Julie Paquette, M.D.
Family Medicine

comfortable, family setting.

™ At Providence Medical Group-Cannon Beach, we provide convenient, personal
health care for our neighbors in Cannon Beach, Tolovana Park, Arch Cape,
Manzanita, Wheeler and Nehalem. Close to home and play, our newly
remodeled clinic offers primary care services for patients of all ages, in a

At Providence, it's not just health care, it's how we care®

Now accepting new patients.

171 N. Larch St. Suite 16, Cannon Beach
To schedule an appointment, please call 503-717-7556.
Visit us at www.providence.org/northcoast.

PROVIDENCE

Medical Group
Cannon Beach




