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A big case caps
officer’s career

Cannon Beach
police officer
retires after
19 years with
department

By Erick Bengel

Cannon Beach Gazette

Cannon Beach Police Of-
ficer Lewis “Lew” Holbrook,
59, who will retire from the
department July 1 after serv-
ing 19 years as a patrolman,
is not one to raise his banner.

But, as the officer who, on
May 14, helped Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation agents
find and detain Everett, Wash.,
man Russell Wayne Devin-
ey — now charged with kid-
napping and sexually abusing
a 15-year-old California girl
— Holbrook cannot avoid the
limelight entirely.

After a passerby spotted
Deviney — who had a na-
tional felony warrant out for
his arrest — and alerted the
police department, Holbrook
and an FBI agent located the
subject behind a locked gate
in a privately owned wooded
area south of town.

Holbrook, the arresting
officer, said he and the agent
discovered Deviney sitting
on a log. As they approached
the him, Deviney made no
attempt to flee and, when
asked his name, simply an-
swered, “I'm the guy you’re
looking for.” Deviney was
taken into custody without
incident.

Asked about his involve-
ment in the pursuit, Hol-
brook remembered some-
thing his old boss, former

Cannon Beach Police Chief
Gene Halliburton, told him:
“Everything in life is a mat-
ter of timing.”

Cold War to Gulf War

Holbrook has pretty much
held only two jobs in his life,
he said.

Before joining the Can-
non Beach Police Depart-
ment on July 1, 1996, Hol-
brook served 18 years in the
U.S. Army Military Police
Corps. He became a com-
missioned officer in 1977 as
a 22-year-old Oregon State
University graduate with a
bachelor’s degree in political
science.

Holbrook, whose father
was a career military officer,
naturally gravitated toward
the military. Born in a mil-
itary hospital in Landstuhl,
Germany, Holbrook grew up
primarily in the country with
his mother, a German wom-
an, and his grandparents in a
farm village. His father, who
served in the Korean and
Vietnam wars, was often de-
ployed overseas.

A fluent speaker of Ger-
man, Holbrook received
most of his assignments in
Europe, where he coordi-
nated often with the Ger-
man police and carried out
law enforcement operations.
As a commissioned officer,
he was stationed in several
German cities throughout his
tenure.

“It was quite a bit of a
benefit to be able to commu-
nicate clearly in German,”
he said. “It brought about
a lot of personal relation-
ships, which often help when
you’re trying to get the pro-
fessional stuft done.”

He did a tour of Frankfurt
as a company commander,
and another in Fulda, where
his regiment was stationed
on the East-West German
border. During his Fulda as-
signment, ‘“we were pretty
much the speed bump in case
the Russians decided to come
across the border,” he said.

In 1991, as Gulf War I got
underway, he was deployed
to Saudi Arabia with the
2nd Armored Division (For-
ward), serving as a senior law
enforcement adviser to the
division commander during
Operation Desert  Storm.
His unit provided security to
more than 4,000 soldiers set
up in a camp city and did a
road march with other com-
bat units into southern Iraq.

After the U.S. forces de-
feated the Iraqi Army at the
Battle of Norfolk, Holbrook
found himself in charge of
more than 600 prisoners of
war and their medical care.

“Once we have them,
we’re in charge of their wel-
fare,” he said. The prisoners
were soon transported to a
Corps prisoner of war camp.

Going coastal

When Holbrook retired
from the U.S. Army in 1995
and faced the prospect of a
second career, he chose to
stick with law enforcement.

Because his family lived
in Oregon, Holbrook ap-
plied for jobs at the Cannon
Beach Police and Portland
Police department simulta-
neously.

On the day Cannon
Beach Police Chief Dave
Rouse swore him in, Hol-
brook received a call back
from the Portland police. But
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Officer Lewis “Lew” Holbrook, a patrolman with the Cannon Beach Police Department, is
retiring July 1 after 19 years with the department. Before getting hired in 1996, he served
for 18 years in the U.S. Army Military Police Corps.

Holbrook chose to follow
through with his commit-
ment to Cannon Beach.

“And I never regretted the
decision,” he said. “Officers
in Portland deal with bad
people all the time — pret-
ty much most of the time,
depending on what part of
Portland you work in. But,
being in Cannon Beach, we
deal with good people most
of the time. And that is real-
ly nice. That makes the job
worthwhile. We only have to
deal with the bad people oc-
casionally.”

But Cannon Beach is not
without its share of crimi-
nality: murders, sex crimes,
drug use and domestic distur-
bance calls. The oft-repeated
line that nothing much hap-
pens in small towns is pure
misconception, he said.

“Pretty much everything
that happens everywhere
happens in our town, just
not as frequently,” he said,
“which makes it a great
town. But it does happen.”

While training new of-
ficers, Holbrook tries to in-
still in them a philosophy of
courtesy and respect, to teach
them the importance of inter-
acting positively with those
they police.

After pulling someone
over for speeding, for exam-
ple, he won’t order drivers to
“Slow down!” Rather, he’ll
tell them, “What I'm going
to ask you to do is, please,
wherever you’re going, get
there safe.”

If he has to be firm, he
will, but, if it’s a matter of
getting someone to follow
the law, “I’ve always felt that
it’s so much easier to treat
people with respect and to
treat them nicely,” he said.

‘A special place’
Holbrook — who lives
in Seaside with Anka Hol-
brook, his wife of 20 years,
with whom he speaks only
German — has three pa-
trol days left, and the third
one falls on Sandcastle Day

(June 20). He arranged it that
way, just so he can spend his
final patrol day working with
all of the other officers.

“Usually, when you do
patrol work, you’re pret-
ty much a force of one out
there; you don’t interact too
much with the other guys,”
he said. “This will be my last
chance to be with them all.”

Cannon Beach Police
Chief Jason Schermerhorn
said the department is “going
to miss Lew dearly.”

“He was just a genuine
guy, and he always did what
he was asked to. Very intelli-
gent man, but also, with his
police work and with other
things that he did, he was
always very clever,” he said.
“That’s something we’ll
miss, is his wisdom in the
department.”

“Cannon Beach is a special
place. I feel very, very fortu-
nate to have been selected
as part of the Cannon Beach
PD,” Holbrook said. “It’s
been a wonderful 19 years.”

State legislators seek to up film production tax breaks

By PETER WONG
EO Media Group

SALEM — Oregon’s tax
credit for in—state film and
video production has four
more years to run, but its ad-
vocates have come to Salem
to urge lawmakers to extend
and expand it.

While they didn’t put on the
full-court press they did two
years ago, when the tax break
was up for renewal, advocates
say Oregon should seize the
opportunities opened by film-
ing such television shows as
“Leverage,” “Grimm” and
“The Librarians.”

Christian Kane, who plays
Jake Stone on “The Librari-
ans,” was one of those talking
with lawmakers this week.

“Oregon allows itself to
become any other place,” he
said. “If we want to go to a
different city or country, you
can find something like it
in Oregon. For us, that’s the
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Jonathan Frakes directed epi-
sode 103 of The Librarians, part
of which was filmed at Legacy
Meridian Park Hospital.

beauty of filming in Oregon.
It’s really fun to be able to use
Oregon for everything it is
worth — and we do.”

“The Librarians” started
shooting its second season
for TNT on June 3. Its cre-
ator is Dean Devlin, who also
was co-executive producer of
“Leverage,” which also aired
on TNT for five seasons from
2008 to 2012, and which was
filmed in Portland.
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“Grimm,” the NBC series
filmed in Portland, ended its
fourth season on May 15.

The current Oregon Pro-
duction Investment Fund is
limited to $10 million an-
nually in tax credits, which
are subtracted directly from
taxes owed, and which are
auctioned. The credit was re-
newed in 2013 for six years.

Film and video producers
qualify for a 20 percent rebate
on in-state spending for goods
and services — there is a $1
million minimum expenditure
—and a 10 percent rebate on
wages paid, including out-of-
state residents.

“As a result of this invest-
ment, there are shows that are
happening and getting Ore-
gon noticed,” said Rep. Tobi-
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as Read, D-Beaverton, one of
the legislators promoting ex-
pansion. “I want to make sure
we extend this program and
increase our investment in it,
because it does so many good
things for the state.”

Tax committees have be-
fore them House Bill 2072,
which would expand the
credits fund to $20 million
annually and provide incen-
tives for production outside
Portland; House Bill 2898,
which would extend the cred-
it to 2024, and Senate Bill
872, which would extend the
credit to Oregon producers of
video games.

Oregon rates only two
stars among the states with
film and video production tax
incentives by the Film Pro-
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TWO LOCATIONS - SEASIDE & HILLSBORO

Personal service and attention to detail

OPEN WEDNESDAY & FRIDAY 9-4:30 | 503-738-7710

740 Ave H - Ste 2 - Seaside | 232 NE Lincoln - Ste B « Hillsboro

The Coaster Theatre Playhouse Presents

JUNE 12 - SEPT. 5, 2015

PERFORMANCES BEGIN
AT 7:30 P.M.

TickETs: $15 or $20

SPONSORED BY
THE OCEAN LODGE, INN AT
CANNON BEACH, LODGES
AT CANNON BEACH, PROBUILD/
MILGARD, LELAND E.G. LARSON
AND U.S. BANK

JUNE 19 - SEPT. 6, 203

PERFORMANCES BEGIN
AT 7:30 P.M.

TICKETs: $18 OR $23

SPONSORED BY
THE OCEAN LODGE, INN AT
CANNON BEACH, LODGES AT
CANNON BeEAcH, CANDI & JON
HoLzeRAFE AND DENNIS’ 7 DEES

Tickets: 503-436-1242 or coastertheatre.com
108 N Hemlock Street, Cannon Beach, OR
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Live Music ¢ Wine Tasting

503-738-4331

223 S Hemlock
503-436-2851
7AM - 3PM Daily
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Starting June 25th at 1Pm Sweet Basil’s will join forces with
The Clatsop Animal Assistance volunteers presenting
Thursday “Puppy Hour” with $5 Glasses of Wine & Appetizers.

We are partnering with our neighbor “Puppy Love” for this new weekly event. During a
special kick off on the 25th volunteers will bring adoptable dogs from the shelter between
2:00 - 5:00pm. Donations are suggested and welcomed for the Clatsop County Animal Shelter.

Find us on
Facebook  503.436.1539 » www.cafesweethasils.com

NORMA'’S SEAFOOD & STEAK
20 N. Columbia, Seaside

Since 1976 discriminating diners have sought
out this Seaside landmark. There’s a
chalkboard fresh catchlist, exclusively natural
Angus beef and a great regional wine list as
well as local microbrews. From Steak & Lobster to Fish & Chips
(and Chowder to die for) - this is worth the drive! 11am-10pm
daily. Visit www.normasseaside.com

PIG ‘N PANCAKE

From hashbrown potatoes ground fresh
daily and award-winning sourdough
pancakes to homemade soups and clam
chowder, you'll find delicious family friendly dining at the Pig
‘N Pancake. Over 35 breakfast varieties and a complete
lunch menu, too. Our dining area overlooks a beautiful
wetland area and downtown Cannon Beach.

states have tax incentives for
film and video production,
but others have dropped or
scaled back their programs.
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OPEN Wed - Sun for Lunch & Dinner

light bites, tapas & more

271 N. Hemlock St., Cannon Beach
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