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Retired engineer is soft-spoken,
but his persistence speaks loudly
By Erick Bengel
Cannon Beach Gazette

Ken McQuhae may be 
soft-spoken, but he is out-
spoken.

In his retirement years, 
the part-time Cannon Beach 
resident has championed an 

Task Force and supports the 

from the Sunset Empire 
Park & Recreation District 
in 2011 and 2012.

parks budget and to Sunset 

that had been county prop-
erty before the city annexed 
it. This brought portions of 

Sunset, into Sunset’s tax-
ing district, and the city 

out of it.

ry from the taxing district. 
The next year, McQuhae 
and some of his neighbors 

decrease.

paying both (city and Sun-

ten assume that “taxes are 

Dune grading

tions from certain quarters,

Ken McQuhae makes his quiet voice heard

ERICK BENGEL PHOTO
Ken McQuhae, a retired engineer, can make out Haystack
Rock from his Chapman Point home. He worked in the 
semiconductor industry for 30 years, fi rst in Ottawa, Cana-
da, then in Hillsboro.

Approving a 
changed proposal
 without public 
input is ‘unfair,’ 
say the planning 
commissioners 
By Erick Bengel
Cannon Beach Gazette

Opponents of the Break-

at the north-end condomini-

ate some of the communi-
ty’s concerns.

ty members continued to 
oppose the dune grading, 
despite the changes in the 

cember meeting.

ation had requested a con-

south of the condos. In re-
cent years, Breakers Point 

ing sand onto properties.
The purpose of the 

most 74,000 cubic yards of 
sand onto the beach during 

further sand inundation. 

some areas, according to

month, the association

Creek estuary, extend the

But some members of

ing Vice Chairman Hank
Johnson and Commission-

A motion to deny the

and Chairman Bob Lundy

because she is a Breakers 

Dunes ‘for everybody’
The Breakers Point pro-

Cannon Beach resident

tion’s decision to suggest a

Breakers Point 
dune grading 
project denied

Food pantry 
moves into 
new “digs”

By Erick Bengel
Cannon Beach Gazette

The Cannon Beach 

home free.

try supporters turned 
out the morning of Jan. 
24 to make sure the 

distribution of food boxes.

teers from the pantry, the commu-

nity, Coaster Construction, the city 

Cannon Beach Fire and Rescue had 

in the carpeted sec-

the 1,710-square-foot 

packets of Ramen noo-

of beans, fruits and 

handymen and handy-

ager. “Thank you, thank you, thank 

next month at a date and time yet to 
be determined.

Home free!

ERICK BENGEL PHOTO
In the carpeted “registration room” of the food pantry’s new location where Lila Wickham, foreground, left , 
and Myrna Wierson, right, speak with Molly Edison, the food pantry manager. Th e volunteers arranged the 
food items that eventually went into the packing room in back. A former library for the now-closed Cannon 
Beach Elementary School, the portable building provides the pantry about 1,710 square feet.

ERICK BENGEL PHOTO
Shawn Cole, left , of the city public works department, takes 
a box of food from Rockne “Rock” Wickham, the food pan-
try facilitator, to load into a truck donated by the Sleepy 
Monk Coff ee Roasters. It took a few dozen volunteers to 
make the pantry’s move a smooth one.

Event to be 
followed by 
Valentine’s Day 
open mic at 
Cannon Beach 
Gallery

By Erick Bengel
Cannon Beach Gazette

trast.

to ignore.

in suits and fedoras to sup-

munition and hoarded canned 

Are you all 
out of your minds?

century.

ment.

Then, from 7 to 10 p.m.
Feb. 14, the Cannon Beach

accepted.
Lisa Kerr, program coor-

Beat poetry workshop to be held at Tolovana Hall on Feb. 13

Artwork by Stirling Gorsuch

CANNON BEACH 
CAMEO

See Beats, Page 5A

See Dunes, Page 4A
See Pantry, Page 10A

See McQuhae, Page 12A


